
any of us are familiar with the Simanim Chazal 
lay out that point to Mashiach’s imminent arrival: 
 We have also ."בעקבות משיחא חוצפא יסגא, ויקר יאמיר" וכו'

often heard from prominent figures that in our times, a 
number of these Simanim have already been Mekuyam. 
So the obvious question is – why has the Ge’ulah not yet 
arrived? If all signs are pointing to Mashiach’s emergence, 
what is holding him back? 

As we shall see B’ezras Hashem, the key to understanding 
this issue may lay in Yisroel’s response to the travails of 
Shibud Mitzrayim.

V’es Tza’akasam Shamati

One of the fundamental Yesodos Chazal relate to us 
about Yetzi’as Mitzrayim is that it serves as a blueprint 
for the future. The Passuk states: כימי צאתך מארץ מצרים אראנו 
 and so we learn that the nature of the Galus ;”נפלאות"
and Ge’ulah of Mitzrayim foreshadows the Mehalech of 
Galus and Ge’ulah in the future. The סמ"ק (Sefer Mitzvos 
Ha’katzar, one of the Ba’alei Tosfos) says something quite 
interesting which reflects this idea. Chazal tell us that 
one of the items a person is asked about in Shamayim is 
whether he awaited the Ge’ulah: “Tzipisa L’yeshu’ah?” The 
 wonders where in the Torah we find such a Chiyuv סמ"ק
that one must be Metzapeh L’yeshu’ah. He concludes 
that the Mekor is none other than the first Dibrah of the 
Aseres Ha’dibros: "מצרים מארץ  הוצאתיך  אשר  אלקיך  ה'   . "אנכי 
This, of course, is the mitzvah of Emunah. But the סמ"ק 
understands that it includes an obligation to believe that 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is a Go’el, and just as He was Go’el 
us “Mei’Eretz Mitzrayim,” so will He be Go’el us from this 
Galus as well. 

So how, indeed, did the Ge’ulah from Galus Mitzrayim 
come about? Parshas Shemos contains a critical turning-
point in the whole episode: ויאנחו בני־ישראל מן־העבדה ויזעקו" 

את־נאקתם" אלקים  וישמע  מן־העבדה,  אל־האלקים  שועתם   All . ותעל 
of these phrases – "נאקתם שועתם...  ויזעקו...   are – "ויאנחו... 
all Leshonos of Tefillah, and the Mefarshim clarify their 
differences. In any event, Hashem appeared to Moshe 
shortly thereafter and announced the coming Ge’ulah. 
In doing so, He declared:במצרים עמי אשר  ראיתי את־עני   "ראה 
 The Rishonim explain that the Passuk . ואת־צעקתם שמעתי"
is referring to two things; not only did Hashem see 
the Tza’ar that Yisroel was in, but He listened to each 
and every Tefillah that Yisroel offered. And this is what 
brought the Ge’ulah.

Indeed, this is a primary function of Tzaros in the first 
place. Hashem desires to hear the voice of Yisroel, as He 
declares: "נאוה ומראיך  ערב  כי־קולך  את־קולך   And so . "השמיעיני 
it is that He will sometimes bring Tzaros upon a person; 
He will alleviate the suffering when a person Davens, but 
he has to Daven in order for the Tzaros to be removed. 
Interestingly, we find that Moshe had to deal with his 
handicap of K’veidus Peh throughout the whole process of 
Yetzi’as Mitzrayim. Never do we see that he actually prayed 
for its removal. The Ramban (4:10) writes, however, that 
this was a deliberate move; Moshe never really wanted 
to speak with Pharaoh, and so he didn’t Daven for his 
K’veidus Peh to be removed. He only complained that it 
wouldn’t, it couldn’t work. But had he Davened, he would 
have in fact been healed. 

This idea was manifest, as well, from the very beginning 
of Creation. Rashi in Parshas Bereishis tells us that the 
existence of the world is very much dependent on rainfall. 
Nonetheless, Hashem didn’t bring rain to the world until 
Adam Harishon came along and Davened for it. The 
bottom line is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu stands at the 
ready to provide us with all the gifts in the world, if only 
we would be Mispallel to Him for them. We see that this 
is what brought the Ge’ulah from Mitzrayim – and would 
bring the Ge’ulah from our Galus, as well. Yes, it may 
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very well be that all of the Simanim of Ikvesa D’Meshicha 
have already been Mekuyam. But if something is holding 
Mashiach back from coming, it is the fact that we aren’t 
being Mispallel to Hakadosh Baruch Hu enough to bring 
the Ge’ulah. 

ַוּיֹאֶמר ָלָרָׁשע ָלָּמה ַתֶּכה ֵרֶעָך, ַוּיֹאֶמר... ַהְלָהְרֵגִני ַאָּתה ֹאֵמר ַּכֲאֶׁשר ָהַרְגָּת 
ֶאת־ַהִּמְצִרי ַוִּייָרא מֶֹׁשה ַוּיֹאַמר ָאֵכן נֹוַדע ַהָּדָבר.

And (Moshe) said to the wicked one: “Why do you 
strike your fellow?” And he said: “…Are you saying 
that I should be killed, just as you killed the Mitzri?” 
And Moshe was afraid, and he said: “Alas, the matter is 
known.” (Shemos 2:13,14)

Achein Noda Ha’davar

There is another important factor in this regard that 
emerges from the Parshah. Shortly after Moshe had 
killed the Mitzri, he came across Dasan and Aviram 
fighting and tried to intervene. But they reacted with 
antagonism, saying: "הלהרגני אתה אמר כאשר הרגת את־המצרי" . 
Moshe responded to their hostility by declaring: “Achein 
Noda Ha’davar – Behold, the matter is known.” What 
‘matter’ was Moshe referring to? The Pashut Pshat, it 
would seem, is that he was speaking of the Mitzri’s death, 
fearing that his deed had been discovered. And indeed, 
Rashi brings this down as his first Pshat. But in his second 
Pshat, Rashi offers a different interpretation based on the 
Midrash. The “matter”, he explains, refers to the very 
fact of Yisroel’s Shibud in Mitzrayim. Moshe had always 
wondered what Klal Yisroel had done to deserve such a 
harsh and severe punishment. After the encounter with 
Dasan and Aviram, however, the “matter” became clear: 
“Achein Noda Ha’davar.” He realized that their suffering 
in Galus was a result of such conduct, part of the sinister 
effects of Lashon Ha’ra. 

We learned above of the remarkable Ko’ach Ha’tefillah 
which is instrumental in bringing Ge’ulos and Yeshu’os. 

However, writes the Alshich Hakadosh, Lashon Ha’ra 
has the power to sabotage Tefillah; for by speaking 
Lashon Ha’ra, a person pollutes his mouth to the extent 
that his Tefillos will no longer be accepted. And so, the 
Chafetz Chayim understands that this was the very point 
Moshe was making with his statement of “Achein Noda 
Ha’davar.” Moshe now understood why it seemed that 
Yisroel was mired in such a terrible Galus. Being that they 
were involved with Lashon Ha’ra, they had sullied their 
mouths and thus defiled their Tefillos. As such, even if 
they would be Mispallel to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, their 
Tefillos would not ascend before Him. Their Ge’ulah could 
not be effected unless and until they rectified this defect. 

These are some of the vital lessons the Parshah imparts to 
us regarding our state in Galus and the manner through 
which to bring the Ge’ulah. A great Ikkar is to be Mispallel; 
ultimately, that is how Yisroel were able to come out of 
Galus Mitzrayim, and that is what will bring our Ge’ulah, 
as well. But what is also imperative to bear in mind is that 
our Tefillos must remain pristine. If they are sullied by 
Lashon Ha’ra, Chas V’shalom, their effectiveness is greatly 
compromised. Hashem so strongly desires to hear our 
voice – “Hashmi’ini Es Koleich”; but the voice must come 
from a mouth that is pure and free of Lashon Ha’ra. 

R’ Yehonosan Eibshitz writes in Ya’aros Dvash that 
Hashem will never turn down a truly clean Tefillah. A 
person may not always get exactly what he asks for in 
the way he imagines it. But at the very least, Hashem will 
listen to that Tefillah, and store it away for some time in 
the future when it may be most needed. 

May we all be Zocheh.
Among those that are מצפים לישועה    
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