

 

 

LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

 

 


 


 








                  








 



  



 

 

 

LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM 

 

 

 

 

 
 


   




  BECHUKOSAI



                  








 





  


  




 

 

 


                  




 

 

ת ו ב י ד א ב ס  פ ד נ

To add your  shul,  or  request  
addit ional  copies,  please email :

mitzvos@ramapost.com

זכות רפואה שלמה מלכה בת רחל



לזכות רפואה שלמה מלכה בת רחל ומיכאל בן שלי



2 � Bechukosai / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

Perhaps the most famous story is the following legendary tale whose tradition was 
passed down to us by the Mekubol Rav Moshe Yair Weinstock, who heard and received it 
from Rav Yisrael Yitzchok Reisman of the Eida Chareidis, who in turn received it from the Rosh 
Mekubolim, the Gaon Rav Chaim Shaul HaKohen Dewike, who heard it from the elders of 
Aram Tzova and the talmidim of the Ohr Chaim. The story goes like this: 

During his exile, the Ohr HaChaim ended up one Erev Shabbos in a field. (The Maamar 
Mordechai of Slonim and other traditions say that there he met a giant who was a lumberjack 
and with each stroke of his axe, he said, “Lekovod Shabbos Kodesh!” Other traditions add that 
he took the Ohr HaChaim over the river Sambatyon.) There he rested by a tree, and as he 
prepared for Shabbos, he sat and reviewed the Parsha of the week. His tremendous dveikus and 
erudition helped him toil and he arrived at forty-two explanations for the first pasuk in 
Parshas Bechukosai! 

Seeing that Shabbos would soon arrive, the Ohr HaChaim entered the neighboring 
village and went to the local shul for davening. No one knew or recognized their illustrious 
guest; he was received as warmly as any wandering beggar Jew and was invited to one of the 
locals for the Shabbos meal upon the conclusion of the tefillos. 

The Ohr HaChaim followed his host home for the seuda and afterward his host told him 
that they all met after the meal at the local Rav’s home for a get-together in honor of Shabbos. 
There they sang and shared Divrei Torah and Oneg Shabbos. The host invited his unknown 
guest to join and Rav Chaim ben Attar agreed. 

At the Rav’s home they all sang zemiros and watched as the local Rav sank deep into 
thought. He was a holy man, who, the host explained, could delve into deep mysteries and 
achieve insight. The Rav was meditating and his face betrayed holy dveikus and otherworldly 
ponderings. When the Rav came back and his soul returned, he began to speak animatedly, 
telling them that he had just heard great deep Torah insights in the heavenly academies! 

He then expounded on and explained the first pasuk of Bechukosai in fourteen different 
ways and concluded, “And I heard from the heavenly hosts – the pamalya shel maala – that in 
the Mesivta Derokiya these chiddushim are said in the name of the holy Tzaddik Rabbeinu 
Chaim ben Attar!” 

Everyone sat in stunned silence, marveling at the Torah insights and novel 
interpretations – everyone except the stranger. The guest in the back got up and broke the 
silence and made a motion of dismissal and declared, “He is not a Gaon, or a Tzaddik, or a 
Kodosh – he is not a Rav, just plain Chaim ben Attar!” No one knew that this wandering 
stranger was none other than Rav Chaim ben Attar himself, who, in his humility, sought to 
downplay himself and downgrade his honor. All they knew was that he had some chutzpa! 
The host tried to calm everyone down and the matter was soon forgotten. Until the next day, 
that is… 

After Shacharis and the seuda, the Jews gathered at the Rav’s home for singing and 
study. There the Rav again ascended on high and when he returned, proceeded to explain 
and teach an additional fourteen chiddushim and insights on the first pasuk of Bechukosai. 
Again, he concluded by saying, “And I heard from the heavenly hosts – the pamalya shel maala 
– that in the Mesivta Derokiya these chiddushim are said in the name of the holy Tzaddik 
Rabbeinu Chaim ben Attar!” 
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Again, the audacity and chutzpa of the stranger was heard as he stood up and corrected 
the Rav: “He is not a Gaon, or a Tzaddik, or a Kodosh – he is not a Rav, just plain Chaim ben 
Attar!” 

This was getting out of hand. The Jews were angry, the Rav was furious and barely 
could they all be restrained from attacking the insolent, brazen stranger. Just who did he 
think he was anyway? Little did they guess that he was in fact Rav Chaim ben Attar! 

Finally, Sholosh Seudos came, and again for a third and final time the scenario played 
itself out: The Rav ascended and heard chiddushim and then he descended and shared with the 
rapt audience another fourteen chiddushim and insights on the first pasuk of Bechukosai (a total 
of forty-two explanations) and again he concluded, saying, “And I heard from the pamalya 
shel maala that in the Mesivta Derokiya these chiddushim are said in the name of the holy Tzaddik 
Rabbeinu Chaim ben Attar!” 

The chutzpadik stranger stood up and again corrected the Rav. “He is not a Gaon, or a 
Tzaddik, or a Kodosh – he is not a Rav, just plain Chaim ben Attar!” 

At this point the Rav’s righteous anger could not be held back and he resolved to 
punish the stranger for the sake and honor of the Torah and had him incarcerated.  

Shabbos ended and a strange wind picked up. The skies filled with dark, ominous 
clouds. An unseasonal storm was brewing, the likes of which no one had ever seen. As the 
gale rose and torrential rains lashed out, the frightened Jews ran to the Rav for help and 
guidance. The Rav ascended on high and was told, “The heavenly minister in charge of 
Gehinnom is in a rage! You have locked up Rav Chaim ben Attar in a cell and while he is 
jailed he cannot make Havdola. All Shabbos long, every week, Gehinnom is closed and sealed. 
The Sar (angel) wishes now to reopen it as he does every Motzo’ei Shabbos but he cannot 
because the Ohr HaChaim has not yet made Havdola! This dangerous storm is a manifestation 
of the Sar of Gehinnom’s great anger and rage!” The Rav quickly had the Ohr HaChaim 
released and told him that in Heaven it had been revealed that all the insults and injuries the 
Ohr HaChaim had suffered had atoned for him and his exile was now over and he could go 
back home.  

(When the Maamar Mordechai of Slonim would tell this, he added that they all 
heard a voice ring out and declare, “Return, O you wicked back to Sheol!” The land 
shook and all present trembled as they stood at the foot of the opening to Gehinnom!) 
The Rav begged the Ohr HaChaim’s forgiveness and once granted the Ohr HaChaim 
returned to Sali. (Shneim Asar Shivtei Yisrael) 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

Below are just a few examples from among the forty-two explanations of Bechukosai that also connect 
with Pirkei Avos: 

Way # 6: The Ohr HaChaim cites Avos chapter 2 that an Am HaAretz (ignoramus) cannot 
be a Chassid. This means that an Am HaAretz is actually forbidden to act like a Chassid and to 
try and take on various chumros (stringencies), because he does not understand what is 
appropriate and might decide to act in way he believes is pious and end up transgressing. 
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The example given is that Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the year. There are various things 
that we must forgo on Yom Kippur, including abstaining from food and drink – five forms of 
affliction in all. The Am HaAretz might misconstrue this and because he knows Yom Kippur is 
the holiest day, he might transgress some of the five afflictions, thinking he is acting piously 
and doing holy things on a holy day, when instead his actions would be a terrible sin! 
Therefore, Im bechukosai seileichu – if you walk in My laws, says Hashem – and safeguard My 
mitzvos and do them – you shall safeguard the path by adding fences and boundaries to 
prevent mistaken transgression. 

Way # 9: Pirkei Avos chapter 6 teaches that the Torah is acquired in forty-eight ways. 
The Ohr HaChaim sees this hinted at in our pasuk: Hashem says, “If you walk on the path of My 
laws and wish to acquire Torah, the condition is – safeguard My mitzvos and fulfill them and 
do them.” This refers to the forty ways of acquisition; if you fulfill these kinyonim you will 
acquire Torah. There are many barriers and different hindrances that prevent us from 
acquiring Torah; engaging in and fulfilling the forty-eight kinyonim helps us to overcome 
those hurdles and to acquire Torah. 

Way # 12: Pirkei Avos chapter 3 says that whoever has wisdom in greater abundance 
than his deeds and actions, his wisdom endures; whoever has actions in greater number, 
however, his wisdom will not endure. The Ohr HaChaim sees this hinted at in our pasuk. 
Hashem says, “If you walk on the path of My laws” – if you toil in Torah and your mitzva 
observance complements your effort, then your wisdom shall not exceed your deeds. This is 
why mitzva observance is written in our pasuk immediately following the toil in Torah: 
“Safeguard My mitzvos and fulfill and do them”. 

Way # 21: Pirkei Avos chapter 4 teaches,“You are forced to die against your will and 
forced to live against your will.” The Ohr HaChaim explains that Tzaddikim and Ba’alei Torah 
are different; unlike the average people to whom our Mishna in Avos applies, Ba’alei Torah can 
leave this world for the next world of their own free will whenever they wish. They simply 
decide to leave and even before their time has come and the King has called for them, they 
can go. He sees this hinted at in our pasuk: Hashem says, “Im bechukosai – then seileichu – If you 
toil in Torah, you can go, leaving whenever you wish to leave.” 

Way # 30: Pirkei Avos chapter 3 says,“If there is no flour, then there is no Torah.” The 
Ohr HaChaim here and in Haazinu explains that if we see that Hashem has stopped the 
Heavens from giving rain and withheld a bounty of blessings, if there is no flour, the reason 
is because there is a lack of Torah study and observance on our part. 

This is seen in our pasuk: Hashem says, “Im bechukosai – If you wish to have My chok – 
chok means food – if you want food, then – seileichu – walk on the path of mitzva observance 
and Torah study. The amount of rain and food produced depends on your observance and 
diligence in Torah study. 

n n n 

  הילולא



5 � Bechukosai

 

The anniversary of the petira of a 

One of the tools that Kabbola
The method to connect to a Tzaddik

1) Learn the anniversary of his 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, 
people would like to express themselves in a 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� יקֵ ֵוא�

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Iyar/Sivan

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 27272727
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Friday Night

� Rav Eliezer Ze’ev of Kretchenif, (5704/1944);

� Rav Shlomo Zalman Schneerson

Mogen Avos, (5660/1900); 

Bechukosai / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”.

Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, 

people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
Yom Tov as well. 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא� ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

me of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm

GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING SHABBOS BECHUKOSAI 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Iyar/Sivan 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

day Night (May 31
st
) 

of Kretchenif, (5704/1944); 

Rav Shlomo Zalman Schneerson (1830–1900), Rebbe of Kapust (Kopys) and 

 

, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

(righteous person). 

or, if this information is not available, the days of 
and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

yahrzeit candle on the day 
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

when lighting the candle. This is not only 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 

Z 

www.anshe.org 

of Kapust (Kopys) and mechaber of 
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� Rebbetzin Yocheved “Jackie” Wein (1934–2006), born in Vaskai, Lithuania, the youngest 

child of Rav Lazer and Rebbetzin Sora Menucha Levin. (Rav Lazer was a talmid of Kelm 

and learned with the Chofetz Chaim for five years.) In the mid 1950s, Jackie, a young 

woman trained as a teacher (at the urging of the legendary Rav Simcha Wasserman), 

married Rav Berel Wein, son of Rav Zev and Esther Wein, who was the daughter of Rav 

Chaim Tzvi Rubenstein, Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Medrash L’Torah. The young couple set up 

their new home in Chicago. In the early sixties, after several productive years in Chicago, 

Rav Wein’s Rav, Rav Chaim Kreiswirth, advised the brilliant young scholar to go into 

Rabbonus, where he could contribute so much to Klal Yisrael. When a position became 

available in Miami, the Weins packed up and moved south. But before they left, Rav Wein 

was instrumental in founding the Telshe Yeshiva in Chicago. The family remained in Miami 

for about a decade, until the early seventies, when Rav Wein became the Rabbinic 

Administrator of the OU, and then founded the kehilla of Bais Torah in Monsey, New York. 

In addition to raising her young family, Jackie accepted a fourth-grade teaching job at 

Yeshiva Spring Valley, a position she held until they moved to Eretz Yisrael. In 1994, when 

the Weins moved to Eretz Yisrael, she once again accepted the role of Rebbetzin with grace, 

reaching out from their new home in Rechavia, near the Shaarei Chessed neighborhood, 

where Rav Berel serves as Rav, (5766/2006). 

+ 28282828
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Jun 1

st
) 

� Shmuel HaNovi, (930–878 BCE); 

� Rav Yosef Yehuda Reiner, Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshiva Kol Torah; 

� Rav Yitzchok of Corbeil (or Kurweil), the Ba’al HaChotem. A talmid and son-in-law of 

Rav Yechiel of Paris, he authored a halachic compendium called Amudei HaGola. Because 

it is briefer than the Semag of Rav Moshe of Coucy, his work is referred to as the Sefer 

Mitzvos Koton, or Semak. It lists all post-Bais HaMikdosh mitzvos with pertinent halachic 

details. He also authored some of the writings of the Tosefos, (5040/1280); 

� Rav Yerachmiel Yehuda Meir Kalish, the Amshinover Rebbe (1901–1976), born in 

Peshis’cha. He learned with his grandfather, Rav Menachem, who was the grandson of the 

first Amshinover Rebbe, Rav Yaakov Dovid. When Rav Menachem passed away in 1918, 

one of his sons, Rav Yosef, became the Rebbe of Amshinov, and the other son, Rav Shimon 

Sholom, Rav Meir’s father, became Rebbe in Otvotzk. Rav Shimon was a major driving 

force behind the exodus of thousands of bochurim in Mir, Kletzk, Radin, Novardok and 

other Yeshivos to Japan and Shanghai at the outbreak of World War II. By the time Shanghai 

came under Japanese control, it held 26,000 Jews. After the war, Rav Shimon immigrated to 

America. Upon his petira in 1954, Rav Meir accompanied the aron to Teverya in Eretz 

Yisrael. He later moved to Tel Aviv, and then to the Bayit Vegan section of Yerushalayim. 

Rav Meir was noted for his genius in Torah, as well as his warmth and sensitivity to all 

Jews. His grandson, Rav Yaakov Arye Milikowski, succeeded him as the Amshinover 

Rebbe, (27 Iyar, according to Yated 2007), (5736/1976); 

� Rav Yaakov Leib Twersky of Trisk, (5678/1918); 

� Rav Shlomo Avrohom Eliyohu Green of Bnei Brak, the tailor Mekubol, (5760/2000). 

+ 29292929
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jun 2

nd
) 

� Rav Shmuel Heide, mechaber of Zikukin D’Nura on Tonna D’vei Eliyohu, (5445/1685); 
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� Rav Meir of Premishlan, a talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov (1850). He lived in abject but 

patient poverty, yet exerted himself tirelessly for the needy and the suffering. His Ruach 

HaKodesh and his ready wit have become legendary. He wrote no works, but some of his 

teachings were collected and published by his Chassidim after his petira, (5533/1773). 

+ 1111
stststst
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan ~ Begins Monday Night (Jun 3

rd
) 

� Rav Meir HaLevi Horowitz, the Maharam Tiktin. Tiktin was founded in 1437. In 1522, ten 

Jews from Grodno, Lithuania, became the first Jews to settle there. At that time, Lithuania 

was three times the size of Poland, stretching from the Baltic almost to the Black Sea, 

including areas known today as White Russia and Ukraine. Tiktin’s first Rav was Rav 

Mordechai, (1538), (5503/1743); 

� Rav Avrohom Menachem Mendel HaLevi Steinberg, Rav of Brody, the Machazeh 

Avrohom, (5688/1928);  

� Rav Eliezer Dovid Greenwald of Satmar, mechaber of Keren LeDovid (1867–1928). Born 

in Tcharna, Hungary, to Rav Amram Greenwald, the son of Rav Yosef, Rav of Tchechowitz, 

the family traced its roots to the Ponim Meiros, the Chacham Tzvi, and the Maharal. As a 

youth, Eliezer Dovid was a talmid of his brother, Rav Moshe, the Rav of Chust and 

mechaber of Arugas HaBosem. He founded a large Yeshiva in Satmar, Romania, in 1921, 

(5688/1928); 

� Rav Mordechai Shapiro of Kaminka-Koritz, (5707/1947); 

� Rav Alexander Sender Linchner, son-in-law of Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz and 

founder of Kiryat Noar (Boystown), Bayit Vegan, in 1953 for for children who had escaped 

the Holocaust and other destitute Jewish immigrant children. Previously, he had started a 

trade school for fourteen boys from Yemen in 1949. He was succeeded by his son, Rav 

Moshe Linchner, (5756/1996); 

� Rav Aharon Yechiel Leifer, the Nadvorna Rebbe of Tzefas, (5760/2000); 

� Rav Mordechai Don Waldman of Yeshiva Bais Dovid Monsey, (5760/2000). 

+ 2222
ndndndnd
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jun 4

th
) 

� Rav Yisrael Hager of Vizhnitz, the Ahavas Yisrael (1860–1936). The grandson of Rav 

Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz (the Tzemach Tzaddik), he succeeded his father, Rav Boruch 

(the Imrei Boruch), as Admor of Vizhnitz after the latter’s petira in 1893. He was Admor for 

over forty years, during which time Vizhnitz grew to several tens of thousands of 

Chassidim. Rav Yisrael had four sons, Rav Menachem Mendel of Vishav, Rav Chaim Meir 

(the Imrei Chaim), Rav Eliezer and Rav Boruch. Rav Yisrael’s remains were moved to Bnei 

Brak in 1950, (5696/1936); 

� Rav Chaim Elozor Shapira of Munkacz, the Minchas Elozor (1871–1937), a fifth-

generation descendant of the founder of the Dinov dynasty, Rav Tzvi Elimelech (the Bnei 

Yissos’chor). He learned under his father, Rav Tzvi Hirsch, mechaber of Darchei Teshuva 

on Yoreh De’a. He succeeded his father as Rav of Munkacz in 1914. Munkacz, for centuries 

the capital of Carpathian Russia, belonged to Hungary before World War I and to 

Czechoslovakia when that country was created after World War I. He had no children with 

his first wife, and they decided to divorce. His second wife bore him one daughter, Frimet. 

From his youth and on, he completed the entire Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi every two 

years. He was a prolific author. In addition to Minchas Elozor, he wrote Nimukei Orach 
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Chaim, Os VeSholom on the laws of 

fulfilled a lifelong desire and visited 

years after his daughter’s wedding. Soon after his 

Munkacz Jews perished in the Holocaust. The son

Boruch Yehoshua Yerachmiel Rabinowitz, was the son of the Partzever 

immigrated to Eretz Yisrael with his first wife, who fell ill and passed away there. In 1947, 

he remarried, moved to the United States, and then established a 

Brazil, remaining for fifteen years. He then returned to 

Rav of Cholon. The Munkacz dynasty was reestablished in Brooklyn and is presently led by 

two grandsons of the Minchas Elozor

of Boro Park, and his brother, the Dinover 

Flatbush, (5697/1937); 

+ 3333
rdrdrdrd
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan ~ Begins We

� Rav Ovadia Bartenura, (1440

century and eventually moved to Yerushalayim. He was well known for his role as a 

Bartenura, Italy, and for his illuminating

a supercommentary on Rashi

in all of Italy, he settled in Yerushalayim in 1488, (5276/1516);

� Rav Yosef Irgas, Italian Mekubol

born in 1684, and wound up becoming the preeminent 

learned from Rav Moshe Zacut, who learned from Rav Binyomin 

of the Ari and then Rav Chaim Vital. As the Jewish wo

that was Shabbesai Tzvi, Kabbola

considerable rabbinic attack. Rav Irgas not only 

encouraged the study of 

definitive defense, which is his 

book is written as a dialogue between two individuals: 

She’altiel, who constantly questions the validity of 

Kabbola and raises numerous, seemingly valid, 

objections to its teachings, and Yehoyoda, who in turn 

answers those objections and expounds upon how 

Kabbola does not deviate so much as a hairbreadth 

from the foundations of the Jewish faith, (5490/1730); 

� Rav Yaakov Shimshon of Shepetovka. He was a 

close friend of Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh. He succeeded his father as 

but in 1799 settled in Teverya, where he met Rav Nachman of Breslov. He passed away in 

Teverya, (5561/1801); 

� Rav Yisrael Tzvi of Koson, the 

� Rav Eliyohu Munk of Paris, 

The Seven Days of the Beginning

explains Creation as taking longer than six literal days. He also wrote 

Faith, a collection of essays written to explain difficult concepts in 

daughters, Amelie, married Rav Immanuel Jakobovits in 1949. Another married Rav Chaim 

Fasman, Rosh Kollel in Los Angeles, (5709/1949);

� Rav Chaim Yitzchok Korb
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on the laws of tefillin and mila, and many other seforim

fulfilled a lifelong desire and visited Eretz Yisrael. Sadly, the Munkaczer died only three 

years after his daughter’s wedding. Soon after his petira, most of the fifteen thousan

Munkacz Jews perished in the Holocaust. The son-in-law of the Minchas Elozor

Boruch Yehoshua Yerachmiel Rabinowitz, was the son of the Partzever 

Yisrael with his first wife, who fell ill and passed away there. In 1947, 

he remarried, moved to the United States, and then established a kehilla

Brazil, remaining for fifteen years. He then returned to Eretz Yisrael, where he became the 

of Cholon. The Munkacz dynasty was reestablished in Brooklyn and is presently led by 

Minchas Elozor, the Munkaczer Rebbe, Rav Moshe Leib Rabinowitz 

of Boro Park, and his brother, the Dinover Rebbe, Rav Yitzchok Yaakov Rabinowitz of 

ednesday Night (Jun 5
th

) 

, (1440–1516). He lived in Italy in the second half of the fifteenth 

century and eventually moved to Yerushalayim. He was well known for his role as a 

Bartenura, Italy, and for his illuminating peirush on the Mishna. He also wrote 

Rashi’s peirush on Chumash. Considered one of the wealthiest men 

in all of Italy, he settled in Yerushalayim in 1488, (5276/1516); 

Mekubol, mechaber of Divrei Yosef and Shomer Emunim

born in 1684, and wound up becoming the preeminent talmid of Rav Benyomin Marjiv, who 

learned from Rav Moshe Zacut, who learned from Rav Binyomin HaLevi

and then Rav Chaim Vital. As the Jewish world was still reeling from the disaster 

Kabbola was coming under 

considerable rabbinic attack. Rav Irgas not only 

encouraged the study of Kabbola, but wrote its 

definitive defense, which is his Shomer Emunim. The 

a dialogue between two individuals: 

She’altiel, who constantly questions the validity of 

and raises numerous, seemingly valid, 

objections to its teachings, and Yehoyoda, who in turn 

answers those objections and expounds upon how 

eviate so much as a hairbreadth 

from the foundations of the Jewish faith, (5490/1730);  

of Shepetovka. He was a talmid of the Maggid

close friend of Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh. He succeeded his father as Rav

but in 1799 settled in Teverya, where he met Rav Nachman of Breslov. He passed away in 

of Koson, the Ohr Moleh, (5704/1944); 

of Paris, mechaber of The Call of the Torah, The World of Prayer

Seven Days of the Beginning. In the latter book, he cites Rav Dovid Zvi Hoffmann, and 

explains Creation as taking longer than six literal days. He also wrote The Just Lives By His 

, a collection of essays written to explain difficult concepts in Yiddi

daughters, Amelie, married Rav Immanuel Jakobovits in 1949. Another married Rav Chaim 

in Los Angeles, (5709/1949); 

Rav Chaim Yitzchok Korb (1870–1957). Born in the small Latvian town of Piltin, 

seforim. In 1930, he 

Yisrael. Sadly, the Munkaczer died only three 

, most of the fifteen thousand 

Minchas Elozor, Rav 

Boruch Yehoshua Yerachmiel Rabinowitz, was the son of the Partzever Rebbe. He 

Yisrael with his first wife, who fell ill and passed away there. In 1947, 

kehilla in Sao Paulo, 

Yisrael, where he became the 

of Cholon. The Munkacz dynasty was reestablished in Brooklyn and is presently led by 

, Rav Moshe Leib Rabinowitz 

, Rav Yitzchok Yaakov Rabinowitz of 

1516). He lived in Italy in the second half of the fifteenth 

century and eventually moved to Yerushalayim. He was well known for his role as a Rav in 

. He also wrote Omer Nekeh, 

. Considered one of the wealthiest men 

Shomer Emunim. He was 

of Rav Benyomin Marjiv, who 

HaLevi, who was a talmid 

rld was still reeling from the disaster 

Maggid of Mezritch and a 

Rav in Shepetovka, 

but in 1799 settled in Teverya, where he met Rav Nachman of Breslov. He passed away in 

The World of Prayer and 

. In the latter book, he cites Rav Dovid Zvi Hoffmann, and 

The Just Lives By His 

Yiddishkeit. One of his 

daughters, Amelie, married Rav Immanuel Jakobovits in 1949. Another married Rav Chaim 

1957). Born in the small Latvian town of Piltin, 
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Courland, he entered the Telshe Yeshiva at the young age of sixteen. He married Lea 

Miriam, daughter of Rav Moshe Yitzchok Rabin (mechaber of Miluim l’Moshe on Shulchon 

Aruch Yoreh Dea and Rosh Yeshiva and Dayan in Ponovezh). After his chasuna, he 

remained in Ponovezh near his father-in-law. In 1909, Rav Chaim Yitzchok assumed his 

father-in-law’s position as Dayan in the community. Eventually he left Ponovezh and 

became Rav in the city of Palangin, Lithuania. From there he became Rav and Rosh Yeshiva 

in Pavlograd, Ukraine, and then in Zager. In 1926, Rav Chaim Yitzchok immigrated to the 

United States, assuming the position of Rav at the Bais Medrash HaGodol of Harlem. His 

sefer, Nesivos Chaim, was published at this period in his life. Two years later, he accepted 

the position of Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Medrash L’Torah of Chicago. For over twenty years, 

Rav Korb delivered intensive shiurim in Talmud and Halocha. Every day he would arrive at 

3:00 a.m. to learn. He would remain in the Yeshiva the entire day until 10:00 p.m., when he 

would return home. In 1947, Rav Chaim Yitzchok sustained a difficult blow with the 

passing of his wife of fifty-one years, Rebbetzin Lea Miriam. Two years later, Rav Chaim 

Yitzchok moved to Eretz Yisrael, where he lived until his petira, (5717/1957). 

+ 4444
thththth
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th
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� Rav Yeshaya Naftoli Hertz of Dinov, mechaber of HaNosen Imrei Shefer, born in 

approximately 1838 to Rav Dovid Dinov (the Tzemach Dovid), who was the son of Rav 

Tzvi Elimelech, the Bnei Yissos’chor. After his father’s petira in 1874, he succeeded him as 

Rav of Dinov and Rebbe of the Chassidim, (5648/1888); 

� Rav Avrohom Wolf of Wolf’s Seminary in Bnei Brak, (5739/1979). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, י� מגמתו נגד המתי�א	 אל יש, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 
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Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Meir Ben Aharon Leib of PremishlanRav Meir Ben Aharon Leib of PremishlanRav Meir Ben Aharon Leib of PremishlanRav Meir Ben Aharon Leib of Premishlan, , , , 22229999thththth    of Iyarof Iyarof Iyarof Iyar    

We Both Serve the Same G-d 

Not everyone was happy with Rav 
Meir Premishlan’s open Ruach HaKodesh. 
Some of the other Rebbes and Tzaddikim 
believed that things like that needed to be 
kept secret and Kevod Elokim Hester 
Dovor – some things were better left 
unsaid and unrevealed, for the sake of 
Hashem’s honor and glory. 

Among the Premishlaner’s 
detractors was Rav Uri Strelisker and his 
talmid, Rav Yehuda Tzvi of Stretin. Both 
Rav Meir and Rav Yehuda Tzvi were once 
in Levov and there was a grocer there who 
tried to make peace between them. He had 
a baby and invited them both to the bris. 
How did he do so? He invited the Stretiner 
as the mohel and the Premishlaner as 
sandak. He just didn’t tell the mohel who 
the sandak was and he didn’t mention to 
the sandak who would be the mohel. As 
neither of them asked, this worked out 
great, until the day of the bris. The father of 
the baby picked up the mohel, the Sretiner, 
from his lodgings in a fine carriage and 
explained that they would make a stop on 
the way to pick up the sandak. When the 
carriage stopped at the Premishlaner’s 
lodgings and the Stretiner saw who the 
sandak was going to be, he was surprised, 
to say the least! When Rav Meir 
Premishlaner saw the Stretiner sitting in 
the carriage, he said: “Meir has a minhag to 
tell stories. Now Meir will also tell a story, 
and whoever wishes to listen will listen.” 
And this is the story Rav Meir of 
Premishlan told: 

During the times of the Spanish 
Inquisition there were many wealthy Jews 
who, rather than flee at the threat of 
conversion, disguised themselves and hid 

their Jewish observance. This act of being a 
Christian in public and a Jew in secret was 
against the Halocha, yet they mistakenly 
believed that the whole thing would soon 
blow over and be forgotten. They 
underestimated the Church and the 
Inquisition. Secret Jews would 
clandestinely observe mitzvos, such as 
lighting candles in basements, assembling 
disguised for tefillos and doing their best to 
appear as good Christians toward their 
neighbors and friends, while trying to keep 
and remember whatever Jewish customs 
and traditions they could. 

Once, a wealthy converso became 
deathly ill and they summoned the priest 
for his last rites and confessions, as good 
Christians did. No one guessed that the 
high-ranking government figure was really 
a secret Jew! When the priest arrived, 
everyone left out of respect for the high-
ranking bishop, who came out of respect 
for the high-ranking government minister. 
Now the dying man turned his head away. 
The bishop called in the doctor, and the 
physician confirmed that the dying man 
was not so sick and could still speak. When 
the doctor left, the bishop realized why the 
minister had turned away. Slowly he 
removed the cross he had been wearing and 
with an expression of compassion he 
whispered into the ears of the dying 
minister the shocking words of revelation 
revealing that he too was a secret Jew, a 
converso. “Shema Yisrael! Hashem 
Elokeinu Hashem Echod – Our G-d is 
One!” The minister’s eyes opened in shock 
and astonishment. He turned his head and 
found compassion and love, with no cross 
around the bishop’s neck! He fell on the 
false bishop and wept, and together they 
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recited the Jewish Vidui!  

“Please, we are brothers! We serve 
the same G-d!” he begged. “See that I 
receive a proper Jewish burial!” 

Concluding the story, Rav Meir 
Premishlaner turned to the Stretiner and 
repeated the line, “We are brothers. We 
serve the same G-d. My ways that I 
received from my ancestors may differ 

somewhat, but why should we have 
machlokes? Why should there be anger and 
strife between us? We can serve Hashem 
out in the open and not in secret!”  

Rav Yehuda Tzvi Stretiner agreed, as 
Rav Meir held out his hand and together 
they said Sholom Aleichem and sat side by 
side in the carriage on the way to the 
simcha. (Ponim Meirim, page 330–331) 

 

Rav Yisrael Ben Boruch Hager of VizhnitzRav Yisrael Ben Boruch Hager of VizhnitzRav Yisrael Ben Boruch Hager of VizhnitzRav Yisrael Ben Boruch Hager of Vizhnitz,,,,    2222
ndndndnd
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan    

Mechaber of Ahavas Yisrael 

The Rebbe Ascends the Throne of 
Leadership 

There was great friendship and love 
between the two brothers, Rav Yisrael of 
Vizhnitz and Rav Pinchas of Borsha. When 
the Imrei Boruch passed away, the Ahavas 
Yisrael declined all offers of taking over the 
Chassidus. Initially, the pressure from the 
Chassidim had no effect, until Rav Pinchas 
revealed what he had dreamed: Rav 
Pinchas was undecided where to live. One 
night, his father the Imrei Boruch appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “What are you 
so worried about? Go and ask the Rebbe!”  

To Rav Pinchas’s question as to 
which Rebbe his father meant, the Imrei 
Boruch replied, “Rebbe stands for the 
roshei teivos Rosh Bnei Yisrael! My son, 
Yisrael, will be the leader and Rebbe.”  

Upon hearing his brother’s words, 
the Ahavas Yisrael finally relented and 
agreed to take upon himself the mantle of 
leadership. (Kedosh Yisrael Vol. I and 
Noam Megodim Vizhnitz Pekudei 5763 p. 
3) 

 

The Rebbe’s Advice 

When Rav Leibush Ber Halpert, Rav 
of Vasloi, was a yungerman, he tried his 
hand at business, buying and selling grain, 
but was unsuccessful. Toward the end of 
Chodesh Iyar, his uncle went to 

Grossvardein and took a kvittel to ask the 
Ahavas Yisrael’s advice. The Rebbe was 
lying sick in bed, toward the last days of his 
life, and the gabbo’im would not let his 
uncle see the Rebbe. They did, however, 
give the Ahavas Yisrael the kvittel and the 
Rebbe answered, “Let him try something 
else.” 

After the Ahavas Yisrael was niftar, 
Rav Halpert tried his hand at other 
business ventures but met again and again 
with failure. One night he had a dream; in 
his dream he saw the Ahavas Yisrael and 
told him about his difficulty with parnossa. 
The Rebbe replied, “I think you should go 
back to study Torah. I will have you 
appointed to serve as the Rav of one of the 
towns.”  

This idea was not one of the 
possibilities that Rav Halpert had even 
entertained and so when he awoke he was 
surprised. And he was totally unprepared 
for what happened next. A few days passed 
and before Shabbos, a telegram arrived 
from one of the towns in Romania, inviting 
him to apply for the open post of Rav! As 
the trip would take more than twenty-four 
hours and Shabbos was approaching, he let 
the mysterious matter rest. After a few 
days, however, another telegram from the 
former Rav arrived, asking why he hadn’t 
come. He packed his bags, made the trip 
and was appointed the Rav despite the 
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competition! Eventually, he served in the 
Rabbonus the rest of his life! (Kedosh 

Yisrael Vol. II p. 386) 



Rav Chaim Elozor Shapira Ben Tzvi Hirsch of Munkacz,Rav Chaim Elozor Shapira Ben Tzvi Hirsch of Munkacz,Rav Chaim Elozor Shapira Ben Tzvi Hirsch of Munkacz,Rav Chaim Elozor Shapira Ben Tzvi Hirsch of Munkacz,    2222
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Mechaber of Shu”t Minchas Elozor 

The Kvittel for the Kosel 

During his well-known travels in 
Eretz Yisrael in the year 5690, Rav Chaim 
Elozor of Munkacz, the Minchas Elozor, 
made a trip one day to Har HaZeisim in 
Yerushalayim. There he went to daven at 
the kever of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
and after davening told his Chassidim the 
following story:  

When the Ohr HaChaim lived in 
Yerushalayim, he was once visited by one of 
his talmidim, who cried bitterly at his 
lowly, pitiful state and lack of means, and 
how his level of poverty and destitution had 
reached the point of starvation!  

“I can’t even feed my own family!” 
he cried bitterly. “Please, Rebbe, help me! 
Daven for me and beseech on my behalf!” 

The Ohr HaChaim was filled with 
compassion and so he took a slip of paper 
and wrote a few words, a short note. He 
handed the folded note of paper to his 
talmid and told him to approach the Kosel 
HaMaaravi – the Western Wall, the last 
standing remnant from the Bais 

HaMikdosh, and to place it into one of the 
cracks of the large stones. 

The talmid left, taking the folded 
paper note, and headed toward the Kosel. 
Just then, a strong gust of wind blew off his 
head covering and as he struggled to keep 
his head covered, the note too slipped and 
flew out of his hand far away! The sad 
talmid headed back and told the Ohr 
HaChaim what had happened. He sighed 
and remarked, “What can I do? It didn’t 
work out!” 

Afterward, someone in 
Yerushalayim found the note signed by the 
Ohr HaChaim. It was a petition and 
request directed to the Shechina in the 
language of Shir HaShirim: “Achosi 
raayosi yonosi samosi (my sister, my 
friend, my dove, my perfect one) – I ask 
and request of You in mercy and 
compassion to send bountiful blessings of 
shefa to Ploni ben Ploni.” (Masa’os 
Yerushalayim by Rav Moshe Goldstein – 
Munkacz)



Rav Yosef Ben Immanuel IrgasRav Yosef Ben Immanuel IrgasRav Yosef Ben Immanuel IrgasRav Yosef Ben Immanuel Irgas,,,,    3333rdrdrdrd    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan    

Mechaber of Shomer Emunim HaKadmon, Mavo Pesochim and Shu”t Divrei Yosef

One of the greatest Italian Mekubolim, Rav Yos

ef Irgas, is perhaps most well known 
for his sefer Shomer Emunim HaKadmon, 
which, written in the form of an argument, 
explains Kabbola’s ideas and defends them 
against their detractors. 

He was a talmid of Rav Binyomin 
Kohen of Regio, who in turn received the 
tradition from Rav Moshe Zechut, who in 
turn studied under Rav Yisrael Saruk, a 

talmid of the Arizal. He was noted for his 
scholarly greatness in the revealed Torah 
as demonstrated in his responsa Shu”t 
Divrei Yosef, although his erudition and 
scholarliness were eclipsed by his 
saintliness and piety, through which he 
grew and gained in the esoteric secrets of 
Kabbola under his Rebbes, himself 
becoming an authority back in his 
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hometown of Livorno (Leghorn).

He is also well known for his war 
against the Sabbateans, especially the false 
kabbalist, the despicable Nechemia Chiya 
Chayun, who paraded himself as an elder 
kabbalist and master of Rabbonim
the Holy Land. Chayun, may his name be 
blotted out, was a sly serpent who dressed 
in white, sported a long, white beard and 
distributed amulets and his 
Mehemenusa DeKola, a disguise for his 
true intentions to spread the false messiah 
Shabbesai Tzvi’s nefarious teachings under 
a new name. 

Though young in years (Rav Yosef 
Irgas was half Chayun’s age), he recognized 
the trickery and deceit of Chayun and 
exposed his shame; Rav Irgas’ reputation 
was solid enough that Chayun was run out 
of town in dishonor. Afterward, Chayun 
traveled from town to town trick
whomever he could until finally he even 
fooled the Semichas Chachomim
Naftoli HaKohen Katz of Prague. When the 
Chacham Tzvi discovered this ruse, he 
wrote letters to Rav Naftoli, who realized 
he had been taken in, and revoked all his 



 
  ל

  א"מעיר נירעדהאז יע
  ע מבריד
  גאלדענבערג

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of time define her 
life. Although she lost most of her family 
amazing life. She had a unique knack of making everyone who encountered her feel 
like they were the most important loved person. Her inimitable smile never left her 
face.  

She transmitted a strong value system stressing 
Tzaddikim. Her love for stories of 
chizuk to anyone who met her. In her
person who had an untoward word or adverse feelings about her. She loved her 
family deeply and immensely. May 
constant melitza yeshura, 

 , לכל משפחתה )
 )וקיבלה הגזירה
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horn). 

He is also well known for his war 
against the Sabbateans, especially the false 
kabbalist, the despicable Nechemia Chiya 
Chayun, who paraded himself as an elder 

Rabbonim from 
the Holy Land. Chayun, may his name be 

was a sly serpent who dressed 
in white, sported a long, white beard and 
distributed amulets and his sefer 

, a disguise for his 
true intentions to spread the false messiah 
Shabbesai Tzvi’s nefarious teachings under 

in years (Rav Yosef 
Irgas was half Chayun’s age), he recognized 
the trickery and deceit of Chayun and 
exposed his shame; Rav Irgas’ reputation 
was solid enough that Chayun was run out 
of town in dishonor. Afterward, Chayun 
traveled from town to town tricking 
whomever he could until finally he even 

Semichas Chachomim Rav 
Katz of Prague. When the 

discovered this ruse, he 
wrote letters to Rav Naftoli, who realized 
he had been taken in, and revoked all his 

previous support for Chayun, who by then 
had gone on, eventually reaching 
Amsterdam, where he invoked 
against the Chacham Tzvi
fought his detractors and wrote many vile 
letters and treatises against them. Rav 
Irgas again went to defend the hono
Torah and the true 
denounced Chayun in a series of 
such as Tochachas Megula
Rebuke”) and Tzad Nochosh
Serpent”), where he exposed all his false 
treachery and lies. Eventually, Chayun was 
kicked out of Amsterdam as well, and was 
exposed as a liar and 
threatened the Jewish communities that if 
they withdrew financial support he would 
publicly convert to Christianity and 
denounce them. His end has been lost and 
forgotten, but we do know that his son
indeed convert and became an informer 
and denouncer against Jews and 
may their names be blotted out. Rav Irgas’ 
talmid, Rav Malachi, collected his writings, 
edited them and helped produce the great 
works we have today. 



 חזק חזק ונתחזק
  נפש יקרה ועדינה ,  אמנו החשובהלזכר נשמת 
ל''ז זיסלובעלת מדות טובות  מרת ' אשה יראת ה

מעיר נירעדהאז יע ד"ה הי"ע �"הכה� כמאיר זאב ה "ה מו"בת הרה
ע מבריד"ק רבי אהר� צבי טערקלטויב זי"ונכדת הרה
גאלדענבערג ה"ע אברה� חיי�ה "ח מו"אשת הרה

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of time define her 
life. Although she lost most of her family - she claimed that Hashem gave her an 
amazing life. She had a unique knack of making everyone who encountered her feel 

ost important loved person. Her inimitable smile never left her 

She transmitted a strong value system stressing Emunas Hashem 
. Her love for stories of tzaddikim gave her chiyus and she conveyed that 

to anyone who met her. In her eighty-nine years of life, there wasn’t one 
person who had an untoward word or adverse feelings about her. She loved her 
family deeply and immensely. May Hashem console her family and may she be a 
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 תמלי# טוב בעד משפחתה היקרה
'ה'ב'צ'נ'ותקי� לתחיה לק# הימי� מהרה ת   

rt for Chayun, who by then 
had gone on, eventually reaching 
Amsterdam, where he invoked machlokes 

Chacham Tzvi himself. Chayun 
fought his detractors and wrote many vile 
letters and treatises against them. Rav 
Irgas again went to defend the honor of 

and the true Kabbola and 
denounced Chayun in a series of seforim 

Tochachas Megula (“An Open 
Tzad Nochosh (“Hunting the 

Serpent”), where he exposed all his false 
treachery and lies. Eventually, Chayun was 

dam as well, and was 
exposed as a liar and rosha. Chayun 
threatened the Jewish communities that if 
they withdrew financial support he would 
publicly convert to Christianity and 
denounce them. His end has been lost and 
forgotten, but we do know that his son did 
indeed convert and became an informer 
and denouncer against Jews and Torah, 
may their names be blotted out. Rav Irgas’ 

, Rav Malachi, collected his writings, 
edited them and helped produce the great 

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of time define her 
gave her an 

amazing life. She had a unique knack of making everyone who encountered her feel 
ost important loved person. Her inimitable smile never left her 

Emunas Hashem and 
and she conveyed that 

nine years of life, there wasn’t one 
person who had an untoward word or adverse feelings about her. She loved her 

console her family and may she be a 
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If you shall follow My decrees (26:3). 

The Medrash (Rabbah 35:1) says that this passuk sheds light on that which 

Dovid HaMelech said (Tehillim 119:59), “I considered my ways and returned my feet to 

your testimonies”. Dovid HaMelech said to Hashem, “Every day I would plan my day 

- to go to visit someone or to go to a certain house and my legs would carry me to the 

Beis Medrash”. 

The Meforshim ask the obvious questions - what was Dovid HaMelech’s 

original plan? It seems as though he didn’t an important enough destination to go to 

and somehow he wound up in the Beis Medrash? The Zera Shimshon adds that why 

didn’t Dovid HaMelech indeed plan to go the Beis Medrash? From the Medrash it 

seems that he wanted to go elsewhere and landed in the Beis Medrash accidentally?  

The Zera Shimshon explains that the Gemara (Brachos 4a) teaches that Dovid 

HaMelech asked Hashem, “Am I not a righteous individual? All the other kings of 

the world get up late and enjoy themselves etc. and I get up and eat a very small 

amount of bread and water etc.” The Meforshim ask - what was Dovid HaMelech 

asking from Hashem, did he want his reward in this world? They explain that kings 

usually pamper themselves, not necessarily to enjoy life, but rather they do so in 

order not to breakdown from all the pressure they are under. 

Dovid HaMelech, although he was a king and was also under tremendous 

pressure, he davened to Hashem that his lack of pampering himself should not affect 

his health. This is why, when he would start his day, he would plan to go visit 

someone so as to relax, since the Torah commands a person to take care of his health 

(Devarim 4:15). 

However, Dovid HaMelech would then think about the verse that says 

(Shemos 15:26), “If you keep all the commandments that Hashem has commanded you – any 

of the illness that I brought upon Egypt, I will not place on you”. The passuk seems to be 

saying more than just promising that if one adheres to the mitzvos that Hashem will 

watch over him since there shouldn’t be a need for the passuk to promise such a 

thing. Rather, Dovid HaMelech understood this passuk to be saying that if one keeps 

the mitzvos as he should – even if he is naturally inclined to becoming sick, Hashem 

will protect him and certainly from illnesses that are unusual. 

After this realization, Dovid HaMelech would switch directions from where 

he intended to go to relax and make his way to the Beis Hamedrash. 

This is why the Medrash brings this passuk to explain the first passuk in our 

parsha. The passuk says, “If you shall follow My decrees and you will do My mitzvos”. 

The passuk sounds as though it is saying that through Torah study, (which is how 

Rashi explains the words “If you shall follow My decrees”), one will be enabled to keep 

all the mitzvos. 

The Zera Shimshon explains that the mitzva of watching ones health is 

equivalent to all the mitzvos since Piku’ach Nefesh comes before all the mitzvos 

(except the three cardinal sins). Here, the passuk is telling us that if we toil in Torah, 

then Hashem will enable us physically to keep all the mitzvos and especially the 

mitzva of being healthy and it will be as though we kept all the mitzvos, hence - “If 

you shall follow My decrees (study Torah) and you will (be enabled to) do My mitzvos”. 
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Bechukosai 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 
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