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THE POWER AND HOLINESS OF WORDS 

“Ko sevarchu es Bnei Yisroel Emor Lahem – So shall you bless the children of Israel, say unto them.”                    
(Bamidbar 6:23)  

“Emor Lahem kemo Zachor veShamor – say to them just like “remember and safeguard 
[Shabbos]”.                                                                                                                          (Rashi ad hoc)  

It was Erev Shabbos. Rav Menachem Mendel of Rymanow was in a quandary. He had 
no fish for Shabbos Kodesh! What should he do? As the afternoon waned and Shabbos drew 
near, he turned to his faithful servant, Rav Hirschele MeShares, and asked him to prepare the 
cooking utensils they used to cook fish in honor of Shabbos.  Rav Hirschel gathered wood, lit 
and stoked the fire in the stove and boiled water in the fish pot. Rav Mendel also asked Rav 
Hirschel to chop and cook up the carrots and the onions. With each act and task Rav Hirschel 
was instructed to say “Le’Kuved Shabbos Kodesh” - in honor of the holy Shabbos. Suddenly, 
there was a knock on the door.  A guest had arrived to celebrate Shabbos with his Rebbe. 
Amazingly, the guest had brought Rav Mendel a gift in honor of Shabbos… Fish!  

Later on, during the Shabbas tisch, Rav Mendel explained to his followers and 
Chassidim,: “The sanctity of Shabbos comes down and draws down with it all forms of shefa 
(abundance) and  blessings from on High. Whoever wishes to accept and receive the shefa 
must prepare himself by transforming his will and desire into speech by saying “Le’Kuved 
Shabbos Kodesh!” Then the shefa will come down to him. Chazal (our sages) alluded to this 
when they said: “Zachor and Shamor (remember and safeguard Shabbos) were said together 
as one – Be’Dibur Echad,” (Rosh HaShana 27a) because all blessing hinges upon and depends 
upon speech! I based my bitachon (faith) that I would have fish for Shabbos on the fact that 
Rav Hirschel had prepared everything for Shabbas by saying the words “Le’Kuved Shabbos 
Kodesh.” 

As Rav Menachem Mendel’s replacement Rebbe in Rymanow,  Rav Hirschel MeShares 
used to relate this story and to illustrate the meaning behind Rashi’s commentary to the 
pasuk “Ko Sevarchu…Emor Lahem” concerning the Birkas Kohanim – the priestly blessings. 
Rashi is troubled as to why the verse includes the additional words v’emor lahem – so shall 
you bless them, say to them?  Wouldn’t it have sufficed to say “So shall you bless them.”  
Rashi then explains that these extra words “say to them” demonstrate the power of words. 
Just as with the enactments of Shabbos, the Torah included the words “Zachor and Shamor” 
both written in words  and spoken due to the secret power of the spoken word to bring forth 
shefa and blessings - similarly, this power of words is reflected in Birchas Kohanim as well. 
Just as the abundance and blessings of Shabbos can be harnessed via the words “Le’Kuved 
Shabbos Kodesh”, Hashem wanted the Kohenim to say the words aloud in order to harness 
the blessing and abundance that flows from the words themselves. 

n n n 

  הילולא
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The anniversary of the petira of a 

One of the tools that Kabbola
The method to connect to a Tzaddik

1) Learn the anniversary of his 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� יֵוא�קֵ 

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bon

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Sivan

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 14141414
thththth
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan ~ Begins Fri

� Rav Chaim ben Rav Yitzchok of Volozhin, (1749

Volozhin when it was a part of the Polish

(5581) while it was under the control of the Russian Empire. It is part of present
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of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”.

Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
Yom Tov as well. 

Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר מוֹ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�קֵ  ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds w
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm

GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS BEGINNING SHABBOS NASO 
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Sivan 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Jun 5
th

) 

Rav Yitzchok of Volozhin, (1749–1821), born January 21, 1749, in 

Volozhin when it was a part of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. He left there in 1821 

(5581) while it was under the control of the Russian Empire. It is part of present

, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

(righteous person). 

or, if this information is not available, the days of 
and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

yahrzeit candle on the day 
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

when lighting the candle. This is not only 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 

Z 

www.anshe.org 

1821), born January 21, 1749, in 

Lithuanian Commonwealth. He left there in 1821 

(5581) while it was under the control of the Russian Empire. It is part of present-day 
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Belarus. Rav Chaim was a Rav, Talmudist and ethicist. He was popularly known as “Reb 

Chaim Volozhiner” or simply as 

“Reb Chaim”. He was a talmid 

muvhok of the Vilna Gaon, and wrote 

Nefesh HaChaim, Ruach Chaim (a 

commentary on Pirkei Avos) and 

Nishmas Chaim (a collection of 

responsa). He also founded the 

Volozhin Yeshiva in 1803. In Nefesh 

HaChaim, he teaches about mind 

over matter and emphasizes the 

power of Torah study and fulfillment 

of mitzvos to bring a Jew close to 

Hashem. He also says it is an inyan godol u’segula nifla to erase and cancel “harsh 

judgements” if one implants in his heart that Hashem is the true G-d and אין עוד מלבדו 

(Devorim 4:35) – there is no power except for Hashem. If one does this, Hashem may help 

him through “natural” means or supernatural means, as the Gemora (Taanis 25a) teaches, 

when Rav Chanina ben Dosa’s daughter had no oil to light the Shabbos candles, but had 

vinegar, which miraculously stayed lit, to which he said, “the One who tells the oil to burn 

also told the vinegar to burn”, (5581/1821); 

� Rav Moshe ben Rav Pinchas Dovid HaLevi Horowitz, Bostoner Rebbe in New York, 

(5745/1985); 

� Rav Chaim Dovid Amar, talmid of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh; 

� Rav Nissim Yagen, (1940–1999) born in Yerushalayim to Chacham Yaakov, a regular at 

Rav Mordechai Sharabi’s Bais Medrash. Rav Nissim was the eldest son in a family of 

fourteen children. When he was twenty, he went to Lakewood to learn with Rav Aharon 

Kotler and Rav Shneur Kotler for four years. He also became close to the Mashgiach Rav 

Nosson Wachtfogel. He married a year later and continued his studies in several kollelim. 

During this time, he regularly attended the mussar shmuessen of Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz 

and Rav Sholom Schwadron. His first appointment was as Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Ohel 

Mo’ed. His first step in reaching out to the secular community was to organize a religious 

community in Givat Ada near Chaifa on behalf of Yeshiva Ohr Somayach. He became the 

Rav of the community that numbered one hundred families. When he returned to 

Yerushalayim a few years later, he was appointed the Mashgiach in Yeshiva Or Boruch in 

Bayit Vegan. It was during the 1973 Yom Kippur War that Rav Nissim resolved to dedicate 

his life to helping Jews return to Yiddishkeit; shortly after the war, he founded Arachim. He 

may truly be considered among the founding fathers of the teshuva movement. In 1979, he 

founded Kehillas Yaakov Kollel on Yosef Ben Matisyohu Street for ba’alei teshuva, which 

he continued to run until the end of his life, (5759/1999); 

� Rav Elozor Menachem Mendel Biderman, the Lelover Rebbe, (5761/2001); 

� Rav Yaakov Yisrael V’Yishurin Rubin of Sasregen (1884–1944) ben Rav Boruch of 

Gorla, scion of Ropshitz. Murdered in Auschwitz. Wrote hago’os on Shulchon Aruch, 

(5704/1944). 

+ 15151515
thththth
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Jun 6

th
) 

� Yehuda ben Yaakov Avinu, founder of the tribe of Yehuda, for whom all Jews are so named. 
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Born on the 15th of Nissan in Aram Naharayim, Iraq, in 1565 BCE, he was niftar at the age 

of one hundred and nineteen in Egypt in 1446 B.C.E. (2324). When Yehuda, the fourth son 

of Lea and Yaakov, was born, Lea said, “This time let me gratefully praise Hashem” (based 

on the Hebrew infinitive, l’hodot, “to praise”). This is because this fourth son meant that she 

was being given more than her share of sons. The Medrash teaches that both Lea and 

Rochel knew that each of Jacob’s four wives would share in bringing the twelve tribes into 

the world. By having a fourth son, Lea realized that she was being rewarded for her spiritual 

work. 

Yehuda first demonstrated leadership when he suggested that his brothers sell Yosef to a 

caravan of Ishmaelites (rather than leave him in a pit to die). But the cover-up story that his 

brothers then told Yaakov (that Yosef was dead) so upset Yehuda that the Torah says, “And 

it was in that time, and Yehuda went down from his brothers...” (Bereishis 38:1) 

Yehuda married a Canaanite woman and had three sons: Er, Onan and Shayla. When his 

first two sons unexpectedly died (having successively married Tamar), Yehuda promised 

Tamar that she would marry Shayla when he came of age. Later, when Tamar realized that 

Shayla would never be given to her, she dressed like a harlot and seduced Yehuda. He gave 

her his staff, cord and signet as collateral for payment. Tamar became pregnant, and when 

Yehuda found out, he demanded that she be burned for harlotry. When she displayed his 

collateral (proving the paternity), Yehuda publicly admitted his guilt. Tamar gave birth to 

twins, Peretz and Zerach. By acknowledging his responsibility, Yehuda finally became a 

true leader. This story teaches us about a law of reincarnation regarding men who die 

childless. 

Years later, when the brothers needed to return to Egypt for food, it was Yehuda who 

convinced Yaakov to allow Binyomin to go, as Yosef had demanded. Yehuda offered 

Yaakov his solemn pledge that he would bring Binyomin home safely. And when Binyomin 

was framed with the crime of stealing the royal goblet, Yehuda stepped forward and offered 

himself up as a bondsman instead of Binyomin. The Zohar explains this meeting as a 

unification of the spiritual world, as represented by Yosef, and the physical world, as 

represented by Yehuda, as the progenitor of Dovid HaMelech and eventually the Moshiach. 

Before his passing, Yaakov gave each of his sons a blessing reflecting their personalities and 

their futures. To Yehuda, Yaakov said, “Yehuda, your brothers shall praise you... The scepter 

shall not depart from Yehuda...and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples...” While 

much of Yehuda’s blessing (not included due to length) is understood by the Sages to be an 

allusion to the time of Moshiach, Yaakov clearly conferred the role of leadership upon 

Yehuda and his descendants (the Davidic dynasty) – (Medrash Tadshe), (2324/1446 

B.C.E.); 

� Rav Yitzchok of Posen, Rebbe of the Mogen Avrohom and mechaber of Shailos U’teshuvos 

Be’er Yitzchok, (5445/1685); 

� Rav Yedidya Refoel Chai Abulafia, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Bais Kel, Yeshiva of 

Mekubolim in Yerushalayim, (5629/1869); 

� Rav Sholom Shekalo, Tzaddik of the Syrian community of Aram Soba, (5679/1919). 

+ 16161616
thththth
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jun 7

th
) 

� Rav Mordechai Menachem Mendel ben Rav Yisrael Yitzchok Kalisch of Vorke, talmid of 
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the Kotzker, (5628/1868); 

� Rav Sholom Eliezer ben Rav Chaim Halberstam of Ratzfort, Hy”d, son of the Divrei 

Chaim, murdered in Auschwitz, (5704/1944); 

� Rav Gedalya Nadel, son of Rav Reuven Heschel Nadel, born in the Lithuanian city of 

Shavel (1923–2004). When he was thirteen, his parents moved to Eretz Yisrael, and made 

their home in Balfouria, a small settlement in the Valley of Yizre’el. He became the Chazon 

Ish’s closest talmid. Though he never gained the prominence that some of the Chazon Ish’s 

other confidants assumed with the passing of the Chazon Ish in 1953, Rav Nadel did 

become the head of the Vizhnitz Yeshiva. Rav Chaim Kanievsky was Rav Gedalya’s 

chavrusa. At the advice of the Chazon Ish, when Rav Gedalya was still young, he began to 

study in the Lomza Yeshiva in Petach Tikva. He married the daughter of Rav Eliyohu 

Weiner, a talmid of the Chofetz Chaim, (5764/2004). 

� Rav Sholom Frischman of Satmar, Hy”d, ben Rav Yosef Arye Leibish of Tomashov, 

(5704/1944); 

� Rav Boruch Yosef ben Rav Yisrael Zak of Kureslov, Kobriner Rebbe of New York. He was 

the son-in-law of Rav Dovid Tzvi Rabinovich of Kobrin and a descendant of Rav Yechiel 

Mechel of Zlotchov. He wrote Bircas Yosef and many other seforim. He is interred in Mount 

Judah Cemetery in Queens, New York, (5709/1949); 

� Rav Yeshua Heschel ben Rav Moshe Dov Landau, Hy”d, Vitka Rav, (5704/1944). 

+ 17171717
thththth
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan ~ Begins Monday Night (Jun 8

th
) 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsh Broide, Rosh Yeshivas Kelm. His wife was Rebbetzin Nechama Leba 

Broide, the daughter of the Alter of Kelm. He became very close to his talmid, Yechezkel 

Levenstein, the future Mashgiach of Mir and Ponevezh, (5673/1913); 

� Rav Aharon of Karlin, the Bais Aharon (1802–1872/5632), son of Rav Osher of Stolin. He 

was named for his illustrious grandfather, Rav Aharon HaGodol of Karlin, the first Karliner 

Rebbe, and thus he is also known as Rav Aharon II Perlow of Karlin. He was also known as 

the Mlynover Rebbe and the Freilicher Rebbe (the latter a term describing his happy 

disposition). Later in life, he was forced to move to Stolin, several miles away from Karlin, 

and the dynasty has been known as Karlin-Stolin ever since. His insights were anthologized 

in the sefer Bais Aharon, (5632/1872); 

� Rav Moshe Vorhand of Makava (or Makó), Hungary, the Ohel Moshe (1862–1944). His 

descendants include Rav Zeev Vorhand, the “Prague Rav” from Manhattan, and the 

Lemberger boys, Rav Simon, Rav Mendel, Rav Efraim, Rav Avrom, Rav Shlomo and Rav 

Osher, all Rabbonim like their father, father-in-law, grandfather and great-grandfather, 

(5704/1944). 

+ 18181818
thththth
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jun 9

th
) 

� Rav Avrohom HaKohen Rappaport Shrentzel, Rosh Yeshiva Chevron (1584–1651). As a 

youth, he learned under Rav Meshulam Feivush, the Rav of Cracow. He married the 

daughter of Rav Mordechai Shrentzel of Lemberg and continued his studies under Rav 

Yehoshua Falk in that city. He founded a Yeshiva and taught there for forty-two years. He 

authored Shailos U’teshuvos Eisson Ho’Ezrochi, (5411/1651); 

� Rav Yerucham HaLevi Levovitz, legendary Mashgiach of the Mirrer Yeshiva. Jews first 

began to settle in the town of Mir early in the seventeenth century, but the town itself is 
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mentioned in records for 1345. There were over eight hundred Jews in Mir by 1806. By the 

end of the nineteenth century, there were more than three thousand Jews in Mir (62 percent 

of the town population). The Mir Yeshiva was founded in 1815. During WWI, the Mir 

Yeshiva, headed by Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, moved to Poltava in Ukraine and did not 

return until 1921. Rav Yerucham was born around the year 1874 in Luban, Belarus. In his 

teens, he went to learn in Slabodka, becoming one of the top talmidim of the Alter, Rav 

Nosson Tzvi Finkel. In his early twenties, he attended Kelm, under Rav Simcha Zissel Ziv. 

After Rav Yerucham’s marriage, he learned in seclusion for eight years, covering the entire 

Shas. Then he became the Mashgiach of the Chofetz Chaim’s Yeshiva in Radin. He became 

Mashgiach at Mir in 1910, a position he kept for twenty-six years. Among his talmidim 

were Rav Shimon Schwab and Rav Dovid Povarsky, who later became Rosh Yeshiva of 

Ponevezh. His shmuessen were published posthumously by his talmidim, (5696/1936); 

� Rav Yissochor Dov Ber ben Rav Yitzchok, the Saba Kadisha of Radushitz (Radoszyce; 

Radoshitz), (1765–1843/5603). He was one of the legendary Chassidishe Rebbes of his 

generation. Known as a great miracle worker, he was mainly a talmid of the Chozeh of 

Lublin and the Yid HaKodosh, Rav Yaakov Yitzchok of Peshis’cha, but also learned from 

the Maggid of Kozhnitz, Apta Rav and many others. He used to say, “I served one hundred 

and twenty Ba’alei Ruach HaKodesh. Many make the pilgrimage to his kever for the 

Yahrzeit, (5603/1843); 

� Rav Yaakov Elimelech and Rav Chaim Menachem Mendel Paneth of Dezsh, (5704/1944); 

� Rav Moshe Mordechai Shteger, mechaber of Megged Shomayim, a peirush on Pri 

Megodim on Yoreh Dea, (5704/1944); 

� Rav Avrohom Yosef Pesachovitz, mechaber of Be’er Mayim, (5713/1953); 

� Rav Aharon Cohen (1905–1961). Born in a small village near Kovno, Lithuania, his father, 

Rav Avrohom Mordechai HaKohen, was a Rebbe of small children, and his grandfather, 

Rav Yosef HaKohen, was known as the Masmid of Eishishok. When Germany conquered 

Lithuania, his family moved to Ukraine and Rav Aharon learned at Lomza. After the war, he 

returned to Kovna and learned at Slabodka. In 1925, he joined the first group of talmidim 

sent by the Alter of Slabodka to Chevron. The Rosh Yeshiva at Chevron, Rav Moshe 

Mordechai Epstein, took him as a son-in-law. He served as Rosh Mesivta for thirty years. 

Childless themselves, he and his Rebbetzin raised several orphans. His monumental work 

was called Bais Aharon, (5721/1961); 

� Rav Yisrael Zev Gustman, talmid of Rav Shimon Shkop, was on the Bais Din of Rav 

Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky at age nineteen. He opened the Netzach Yisrael Yeshiva in 

Rechavia, Yerushalayim, (5751/1991); 

� Rav Moshe Leib Shapiro, mechaber of Taba’os HaChoshen, (5732/1972). 

+ 19191919
thththth
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Jun 10

th
) 

� Rav Shmuel ben Rav Mordechai Hominer of Yerushalayim, mechaber of Eved HaMelech 

on the Chumash, and Ikarai Dinim, a summary of the laws of loshon hora with analysis; 

� Rav Yehuda ibn Ben-Attar (1656–1733/5493). He was a talmid of Rav Vidal HaTzorfati 

and Rav Menachem Serero. He was the Rav, the Av Bais Din and the Rosh Yeshiva in Fez 

for forty years. His book Minchas Yehuda is his commentary on the Torah. He was greatly 

praised by the Chida in Shem HaGedolim, from the same family as the Ohr HaChaim, 

(5493/1733); 

� Rav Menachem Nachum of Skver-Boro Park, (5706/1946). 
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� Rav Yechiel Michel ben Rav Elozor of Nemirov HY”D. He is the mechaber of Shivrei 

Luchos. He was killed together with the whole town of Nemirov (approximately six 

thousand Jews) on the first day of the Tach V’Tat massacres. This is commemorated even 

today by some who fast and say Slichos. The 20th of Sivan is observed as a fast day by 

certain communities, due to the hundreds of thousands of Jews killed Al Kiddush Hashem in 

the Gezeiras Tach V’Tat (years 5408–5409, 1648–1649), also known as the Chmielnitzki 

massacres. There are special Selichos said and Vayichal is read. These can be found in some 

siddurim, such as Siddur Tefilla Yeshora, the Berditchever Siddur and also is found in the 

Breslov Customs. The massacres started in Nemirov, Ukraine, on the 20th of Sivan when 

they slaughtered the entire Jewish community. The Berditchever Siddur says that is why this 

date was picked as a fast day and points out that the 20th of Sivan never falls out on 

Shabbos. Afterward, the massacres spread out to other parts of the Ukraine, Russia and the 

area known as the Jewish Pale. This happened during the life of the Shach, Tosefos Yom Tov 

and many other great Tzaddikim. There were many other great Tzaddikim killed during the 

massacres, including Rav Shamshon Ostropolier (3rd of Av). Yesod Veshoresh Ha’avoda says 

one should think about the terrible torture and suffering these people went through and all 

the Torah that was not learned because they were killed, (1648/5408); 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Nadvorna, the Tzemach Hashem LaTzvi, (1801/1802; 

� Rav Chaim Mordechai Labaton, mechaber of Nechach HaShulchan, (1780–1869/5629). 

The son of Luna and Helfon Labaton, he became chief Rav and Av Bais Din of Aleppo. Rav 

Chaim Mordechai married Morhava and had three sons, Helphon, Eliezer and Joseph 

Labaton, all of whom became Rabbonim. At age seventy, Rav Chaim Mordechai was 

disturbed that he did not have a daughter. After much discussion, he decided to marry a 

younger woman, who could bear him daughters. Sure enough, his wife bore him a daughter, 

Luna, who was wed to Rav Ezra Suede, (5629/1869); 

� Rav Elozor Flecklesh, mechaber of Teshuva M’Ahavai, (5586/1826); 

� Rav Feivish Shneebalg of London, (5760/2000); 

� Rav Yisrael Dan ben Rav Shmuel Eliyohu Taub, the Modziter Rebbe and mechaber of 

Nachlas Dan, (1928–2006). He was born in Warsaw, and immigrated to Eretz Yisrael with 

his family at the age of seven. In 1950, he married Rochel, the daughter of Rav Shmuel 

Aharon Shadrovitzki from Bialystok. He became Rebbe upon the passing of his father, the 

Imrei Eish. He led his Chassidim for many years from his Bais Medrash in Tel Aviv, and in 

1995, he moved to a new location in Bnei Brak. He was also a member of the Agudas 

Yisrael Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah. He was buried next to the kever of his father on Har 

HaZeisim. The Modzitz dynasty descends from Rav Yechezkel of Kuzmir, Poland, who was 

a talmid of the Chozeh of Lublin. Rav Yisrael Dan was Rav Yechezkel’s grandson’s great-

grandson. The tradition of composing and singing niggunim was started by the second 

Modzitzer Rebbe, known as the Zvoliner Rebbe, Rav Shmuel Eliyohu. 
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Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה  בית הקברות הוא מקו�
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Chaim of VolozhinRav Chaim of VolozhinRav Chaim of VolozhinRav Chaim of Volozhin,,,,    14141414
thththth
    of Sivanof Sivanof Sivanof Sivan    

Author Nefesh Hachaim And Ruach Chaim On Avos 

Born on the 8th of Sivan 5509/1749 
(though there is another opinion that he 
was born on the 7th of Sivan), Rav Chaim of 
Volozhin (Belarus) was the son of Rav 
Yitzchok, a wealthy and pious Jew, and 
Rebbetzin Miriam, the daughter of Rav 
Yisrael Rappaport, Rav of Peisk.  

Rav Chaim was apparently brilliant 
from early childhood. In his youth, he 
studied under the Shaagas Arye who was 
then Rav of Volozhin (Lithuania). Later, 
when the Shaagas Arye left the city, Rav 
Chaim learned under Rav Refoel 
Hamburger, who later became Rav of 
Hamburg (mechaber of Veshov HaKohen, 
among other seforim).  

Rav Chaim’s diligence and erudition 
were striking. By the age of twenty-two he 
had completed the study of Shas, including 

its commentaries. He eventually became a 
leading talmid of the Vilna Gaon, who 
greatly influenced his way of thinking and 
approach to Torah study. 

In 5550 (1790), Rav Chaim became 
Rav of Wilkomi but refused to take a 
salary. Instead, he opened a factory that 
produced wool, thereby serving as Rav 
shelo al menas lekabel pros. Many 
merchants were displeased with the new 
Rav, especially those who dealt in wool. 
During Shabbos davening, a vicious person 
once asked Rav Chaim the time of the 
molad. The Rav replied that he did not 
know, suggesting that he check in the 
luach. His reply led some arrogant 
townspeople to question: “What kind of 
Rav doesn’t know the time of the molad?” 
Later on, he warned his talmidim that 
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whoever served as a Rav must know when 
the molad would occur.  

This attitude eventually drove him 
out of the city. Rav Chaim subsequently 
returned to Volozhin, serving as a Dayan 
there on a voluntary basis. Due to declining 
Torah study among the youth and the 
growing influence of the Maskilim, in 5563 
(1803) Rav Chaim eventually founded the 
first Yeshiva in Volozhin, Yeshivas Eitz 
Chaim (the Volozhiner Yeshiva), which 
from its very outset became famous 
throughout the land – a place where 
thousands of men flocked to study Torah. 
The Yeshiva illuminated the Torah world, 
and from it emerged tremendously gifted 
talmidim, Torah giants who brought light 
to the world through their Torah and 
sanctity. This Yeshiva became the 
prototype for other subsequent Yeshivos in 
Eastern Europe established during the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He 
fasted on the day the cornerstone was laid. 
According to his son, Rav Yitzchok of 
Volozhin, Rav Chaim cried so profusely for 
the future of the Yeshiva that “the hole for 
the even hapina (cornerstone) was “dug” 
with [his] tears. 

Rav Chaim set high standards for 
admission to his Yeshiva, insisting on 
extreme diligence. His talmidim numbered 
in the hundreds. The existence of the 
Yeshiva served to defy the various 
enlightenment movements that were 
threatening kedushas Klal Yisrael. Rav 
Chaim provided a measure of pure, Torah-
minded guidance and leadership to Klal 
Yisrael. Though the Yeshiva suffered much 
persecution due to its refusal to offer 
secular studies, and was eventually closed 
down by the Russian authorities in 5652 
(1892), it paved the way for dozens of 
subsequent Yeshivos that followed its 
derech. 

(Adapted from the hashkofa portion 
of Rav Yissocher Frand’s Commuter 
Chavrusa Tapes on the weekly portion: 
Tape # 761, Killing Two Birds With One 

Stone –  
www.torah.org.il/learning/ravfrand/5772/vayakhel.html for more 

information) 

 

Rav Chaim’s works include Nefesh 
HaChaim on hashkofa and Ruach Chaim 
on Pirkei Avos. His most important 
responsa are found in Chut HaMeshulosh 
and Kedushas Yom Tov. Rav Chaim was 
niftar on the 14th of Sivan 5581 (1821) at 
the age of seventy-two. His son, Rav 
“Itzele” Volozhiner, replaced him as head of 
the Yeshiva in Volozhin. Rav Itzele was 
succeeded by his two sons-in-law, Rav 
Eliezer Yitzchok Fried and Rav Naftoli Tzvi 
Yehuda Berlin, the Netziv. 

 

The Berocha and the Amen of a 
Special Late-Night Visitor 

I once heard the story that Rav 
Chaim Volozhiner was extremely makpid 
(meticulous or stringent) in his custom that 
he would not recite the berocha over drinks 
and food unless there was someone else 
present to answer Amen. One night at a 
very late hour, Rav Chaim was up studying 
Torah when he was seized with a terrible 
thirst. Now he was in a quandary for there 
was no one up in his home to answer 
Amen. To awaken a member of his 
household at such a late hour was 
unthinkable and so Rav Chaim had just 
resigned himself to having to overcome the 
thirst and going to sleep, when 
unbelievably there was a knock on the 
door. One of the talmidim from the Bais 
Medrash had come to ask Rav Chaim a 
question regarding the sugya in the 
masechta of Gemora he was studying. As 
Rav Chaim listened to the question, he 
pondered the answer and happily took a 
drink, recited the berocha and heard the 
bochur answer Amen. Afterward, he 
answered the talmid’s question and 
continued studying. 
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The next day, when he entered the 
Bais Medrash, he approached the talmid 
and expressed his wonder that he had been 
up so late and his admiration for his 
diligence in his studies, asking him if the 
answer he had given had indeed resolved 
his question. The talmid stared at his 
Rebbe in amazement and bewilderment 
and declared, “But Rebbe, I was asleep last 
night; it was not I who came and asked you 
those questions.” The only question left for 
Rav Chaim was, then, who was that special 
“Heaven-sent” guest who had come just at 
the right time to answer Amen…? 
www.zchusavos.blogspot.co.il/2007/05/reb-chaim-of-volozhin.html 

The Kaddish 

Rav Aharon Kotler told over the 
following story: 

There was a man who donated large 
amounts of money every month to the 
Yeshiva of Volozhin. Rav Chaim, the Rosh 
Yeshiva, went to visit the man to thank 
him. The generous benefactor told him that 
he had no family and the only thing he 
wanted in return was for someone to say 
Kaddish and learn Mishnayos for him 
when he left this world. Rav Chaim assured 
him that he would do that personally.  

Several years later this man was 
niftar, and Rav Chaim attended the 
funeral, which was on a very hot summer 
day. After returning home, Rav Chaim, 
remembering his promise, immediately 
starting learning Mishnayos for the 
neshoma of this man. He was learning 
Seder Toharos and was having trouble 
understanding a Mishna. From his toiling 
to understand the Mishna and from the 
heat, Rav Chaim fell asleep. While asleep, 
the recently deceased benefactor came to 
him in a dream and thanked him for 
learning Mishnayos for him and proceeded 
to fully explain the Mishna that Rav Chaim 
could not figure out. After this incident, 
Rav Chaim said that he always knew that 
one who supported Torah would get to 
learn and understand Torah in Olam 

Haba, but he never realized how fast this 
happens. The funeral had been just hours 
ago and this man was explaining one of the 
most difficult Mishnayos to one of the 
greatest Torah scholars of the generation. 

After Rav Aharon Kotler finished the 
story, a talmid asked Rav Aharon why he 
should not leave the Yeshiva and support 
many Torah scholars – after all, then he 
would know all that Torah in Olam Haba. 
Rav Aharon responded beautifully, “It is 
100 percent true that you will know all that 
Torah in Olam Haba, but what kind of 
Olam HaZeh will you have without 
learning Torah?” (Similarly, Rav Elozor 
Shach was once speaking with one of the 
great supporters of Torah. Rav Shach said 
that he was really not sure which of them 
would get more reward in Olam Haba, but 
that he himself definitely had the better 
Olam HaZeh.) 

 

Shas is Shas 

In the time of Rav Chaim of 
Volozhin, there was a ba’al bayis who had 
completed the entire Shas. Rav Chaim 
would stand up for him whenever he 
entered the room. The talmidim of Rav 
Chaim felt that it was an affront to his 
kovod to stand up for a ba’al bayis. They 
protested to Rav Chaim, saying that 
although the ba’al bayis did learn Shas and 
spent a lot of time learning, he did not 
know Shas in depth, so it was not 
appropriate for a great Gaon like himself to 
stand up for him. 

Rav Chaim answered that there are 
two types of Shas: the Vilna Shas, which 
was a beautiful Shas with a quality print, 
and another Shas printed in Poland, which 
was of lesser quality with inferior print. 
Rav Chaim explained that if one had these 
two Shasim, he would not say the inferior 
Shas is not a Shas, he would merely say it 
was not as beautiful. Similarly, someone 
who knows Shas is someone who knows 
Shas, and therefore it is appropriate to 
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treat him with the proper kovod. 
www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/Rav-Chaim-Volozhin-Shas-Is-

Shas/3540 

 

The Smuggler’s Coffin Was Perfect, 
but the Tears Were Too Late 

Rav Chaim Volozhin tells a moshol 
about a group of smugglers pretending to 
carry a dead body in a coffin, in an attempt 
to smuggle goods across the border. For 
some reason, the border guard became 
suspicious and asked them to open the 
coffin in order to see the deceased person. 
When the coffin was opened and the goods 
were revealed, the smugglers began to cry, 
realizing the severe punishment awaiting 
them. 

“Your crying is just a few moments 
too late,” said the border guard. “Had you 
cried or even shown a bit of sadness as you 
passed before me, I would never have 
suspected any foul play. Your lack of tears 
or remorse when carrying a dead body 
made me suspicious enough to doubt the 
validity of the contents.” 

Ashrei odom mefached tomid – 
“Fortunate is the person who is always 
afraid” (Mishlei 28:14). Rav Chaim 
Volozhin says that we must not be 
complacent about all our aveiros as life 
rolls along. We must be worried about the 
consequences and do teshuva before the 
moment of reckoning comes. The gates of 
tears are never closed. If we cry our tears 
beforehand we can avoid the punishment 
altogether. 

www.revach.net/tefilah/mashal/Rav-Chaim-Volozhin-The-

Smugglers-Coffin-Was-Perfect-But-The-Tears-Were-Too-Late/3859 

 

The Shaagas Arye Gives a Berocha to 
Two Brothers in Volozhin 

There was a wealthy Jew who lived 
in Volozhin named Rav Yitzchok, who was 
not only wealthy, but was a great Talmid 
Chochom and was stringent in mitzvos. He 

traveled often on lengthy trips for business, 
and when he returned he was always laden 
with expensive gifts for his family. 

One time before Rav Yitzchok left on 
another trip, his wife requested that 
instead of bringing her a gift, he should buy 
a complete Shas for their home. In those 
days, a complete Shas was very expensive, 
but Rav Yitzchok decided to fulfill his wife’s 
request, and bought a beautiful Shas on 
that trip. 

When he returned, Rav Yitzchok and 
his wife decided to benefit the community 
with the Shas, by lending out the 
masechtos to the people of the city. Rav 
Yitzchok was busy with his business, so his 
wife took responsibility for lending out the 
Shas. 

One day, the Gaon, Rav Arye Leib, 
mechaber of the Shaagas Arye, arrived in 
Volozhin. The Gaon heard that it was 
possible to borrow Shas masechtos in a 
certain home, and he immediately made 
his way to Rav Yitzchok’s house. Rav 
Yitzchok’s wife was very excited that such a 
great Gaon was gracing her house. She told 
the Shaagas Arye that anytime he needed a 
masechta, she would send one of her 
servants to the Gaon’s lodging place so he 
wouldn’t have to exert himself to come to 
the house. 

The Shaagas Arye stayed in 
Volozhin for an extended period of time, 
and whenever he needed a new masechta, 
Rav Yitzchok’s wife would send it to him. 
Before Rav Arye left the city, he visited Rav 
Yitzchok’s house, and blessed him and his 
wife. He said, “I bless you that you should 
be zoche to two sons who will light up the 
eyes of Yisrael with their Torah. One son 
will be zoche to teach the Shas to others, 
and the second son will be so well learned 
in the entire Torah that he won’t need a 
Shas at all! 

The Tzaddik’s berocha was fulfilled 
in full, and Rav Yitzchok and his wife 
subsequently had two sons. One was the 
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Gaon, Rav Chaim of Volozhin, who 
established a Yeshiva and was zoche to 
many talmidim, and the second son, Rav 
Zalman, knew the entire Torah by heart 
backward and forward. (Vekorosa 
LeShabbos Oneg) 

www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/The-Shaagas-Aryeh-Gives-A-

Bracha-To-Two-Brothers-In-Volozhin/3743 

 

The Meshuloch’s Expense Account 

In Parshas Vayakhel, the Torah 
says that “Hashem has proclaimed by name 
Bezalel, son of Uri, son of Chur, of the tribe 
of Yehuda. He filled him with the ‘spirit of 
Elokim’, with wisdom, with understanding 
and with knowledge, and with every craft – 
to make artistic designs (v’lach’shov 
machashovos) to work with the gold, with 
the silver and with the copper...” [Shemos 
35:30-32]. 

We will explain this last expression 
(v’lachshov machashovos) through a 
famous story told about Rav Chaim of 
Volozhin, the preeminent talmid of the 
Gaon of Vilna and the founder and first 
head of the Yeshiva in Volozhin, Lithuania. 
The Volozhiner Yeshiva started in the early 
1800s and was the first “modern day 
Yeshiva”, after which many other such 
schools were modeled.  

In addition to being the 
“Granddaddy” of all Yeshivos in terms of its 
educational curriculum, the Volozhiner 
Yeshiva also founded many other practices 
associated with later Yeshivos, including 
the institution of meshulochim (hired fund-
raisers sent by an institution to distant 
communities to collect funds for the 
Yeshiva).  

The Volozhiner Yeshiva had several 
such charity collectors who went around 
from city to city and from village to village 
in various locations in Eastern Europe. One 
of them came to the head of the Yeshiva, 
Rav Chaim, and told him that there were 
flaws in the system. In those days, the way 

a meshuloch traveled around was with a 
hired wagon driver, who provided the 
rough equivalent of a car service. The 
meshuloch complained that he was wasting 
his time and the Yeshiva’s time with the 
inefficiency of the setup. First, it was not 
easy to find wagon drivers, and then the 
wagon drivers had multiple stops with 
many passengers. He argued that if he were 
given his own horse and cart, he could save 
significant time and be much more 
effective for the Yeshiva. He further said 
that when he came into donors’ homes 
shabbily dressed, he did not make a good 
impression. He suggested that if the 
Yeshiva could afford to provide him with a 
proper suit and coat, as a type of uniform 
to indicate he was representing a high-class 
institution, the results would be more 
impressive.  

Rav Chaim Volozhin was 
sympathetic to the meshuloch’s arguments. 
He understood that “to make money you 
need to spend money” and he authorized 
the purchase of a horse and cart as well as a 
dignified set of clothing for the Yeshiva’s 
designated fundraiser.  

Rav Chaim had the practice of 
reviewing receipts from each city where he 
would send fund-raisers to collect. There 
was one Jew in a certain city who always 
used to give generously to the Yeshiva. He 
was not a wealthy man, but rather a simple 
villager who nonetheless gave a sizable 
donation each year, way beyond his means. 
Rav Chaim noticed that the next time this 
particular meshuloch went to this man’s 
village, the man did not give anything at all 
to the Yeshiva. Rav Chaim inquired as to 
what happened. The meshuloch told him, “I 
don’t know. I came into him like always 
and I expected a warm reception and a 
sizable donation as usual, but this time he 
gave a cold shoulder and no donation. I 
don’t know why!”  

Rav Chaim was perplexed. He told 
his meshuloch, “Let us both go together to 
see this fellow and ask him again for a 
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donation.” They both went and knocked on 
his door. The fellow was blown away that 
the greatest Rav of the generation, the 
famous talmid of the Gaon of Vilna, was 
standing before him! He invited them in 
and after the initial niceties and 
refreshments, Rav Chaim got to the 
purpose of his visit. “What happened? All 
these years you gave us such a nice 
donation, and this year you cut us off 
completely?”  

The simple Jew responded, “Every 
year when I sacrificed and gave my 
contribution, I thought to myself, ‘I am 
giving to the Volozhiner Yeshiva – the pre-
eminent Torah institution in the entire 
region – so young men can sit and learn 
Torah and develop into great Jewish 
leaders.’ But when I saw your well-dressed 
meshuloch come with his own cart and his 
own horse I asked myself, ‘Is this what I’m 
giving my money for – for a horse and cart 
and finery?’ I wanted my money to go for 
the study of Torah, not for transportation 
costs and a uniform!”  

Rav Chaim Volozhin told him, “I 
want to explain the matter to you by 
interpreting a pasuk in Chumash. After the 
Torah already told us: ‘And Hashem filled 
Bezalel with the spirit of Elokim’, what does 
the Torah mean to tell us when it adds the 
fact that he is one knows lach’shov 
machashovos [literally ‘to think thoughts’] 
to do with the gold, the silver and the 
copper?”  

Rav Chaim explained that Bezalel 
was given a special form of Ruach 
HaKodesh [Divine Spirit]. There was gold 
used for the items in the Mishkon that were 
at the pinnacle of holiness – the Aron, the 
Menora, the Shulchon, and the Mizbei’ach 
(of incense). There was also money used in 
the Mishkon for things that were not as 
holy, for example, the boards and the 
curtains. Bezalel had the Divine Spirit to 
know that when a person gave money 
strictly for the sake of Heaven with a highly 
spiritual intent, that was money used for 

the holiest of the kelim (vessels). When a 
person gave money with ulterior motives, 
then Bezalel knew to earmark that money 
for the boards, the curtains, or the less 
“holy” utensils in the Mishkon.  

“This is the interpretation of the 
pasuk: Bezalel looked into the precious 
metals that were given and he knew why 
they were given and therefore what to do 
with them. The same is true with donations 
to our Yeshiva. There are people who give 
money strictly so that the young men can 
learn Torah; they are not interested in any 
of the amenities or the bells and whistles. 
However, some people cannot focus in on 
the main purpose of a Yeshiva. If they see a 
physical dump or they see a representative 
of the Yeshiva who is poorly dressed 
without adequate means of transportation, 
they will be turned off by that. It is for the 
latter category of contributors that I had to 
dress up my fund-raiser and give him his 
own horse and wagon. Rest assured, I know 
the holy intent with which your 
contribution is given. Your money goes 
only to support the Torah learning of our 
talmidim. It is the money of the other 
people who focus on material matters that 
is used to purchase the horse and carriage 
and wardrobe of my meshuloch.  

www.torah.org/learning/ravfrand/5772/vayakhel.html 

 

Giving Tzedoka Like a Goy 

The meshuloch of the famed 
Volozhin Yeshiva came to a potential donor 
who was willing to give a donation. 
However, he refused to give it to the 
meshuloch and insisted on sending it 
directly to Rav Chaim Volozhin. Along with 
the donation he wrote to Rav Chaim that 
the money could only be used to benefit the 
Yeshiva and the meshuloch may not get a 
percentage of the money. 

Rav Chaim read the letter and 
promptly sent the money back. He wrote to 
the donor that this is the way a goy gives 
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tzedoka. The non-Jew only gives directly to 
his god, while a Yid is happy to let others 
benefit from his money. 

We see this in Parshas Emor, wrote 
Rav Chaim. When the Torah discusses the 
Korban of a non-Jew (Emor 22:18) it says: 
asher yakrivu lashem l’ola. The non-Jew 
only donates an ola that goes purely to 

Hashem, but does not offer a shelomim, 
which the Kohanim eat from as well. 
(Yagdil Torah) 

Zechuso yogen aleinu. 
www.revach.net/tzedaka/lessons-in-tzedoka/Parshas-Emor-Rav-

Chaim-of-Volozhin-Giving-Tzedoka-Like-A-Goy/5040 

www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-14-sivanjune-12/ 
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Mechaber of Shailos U’teshuvos Be’er Yitzchok 

Rav Yitzchok of Posen was the son of 
Rav Avrohom and the son-in-law of the 
Rosh Yosef. He was the talmid of Rav Yona 
Teumim, the Kikoyon D’Yona. Initially, 
Rav Yitzchok served as Rav in Loitsk. He 
then moved to Vilna, replacing Rav Moshe, 
the Chelkas Mechokek. Later, Rav Yitzchok 
was appointed Rav in Posen, replacing Rav 
Sheftel Horowitz, the son of the Shela 
HaKodosh. In Posen, Rav Yitzchok 
founded his Yeshiva and answered many 
shailos, which were published as Shailos 
U’teshuvos Be’er Yitzchok.  

Rav Yitzchok was seen as the Posek 
HaDor and held in high esteem by all of the 
Gedolei HaDor. However, he paskened 
with humility. His Yeshiva attracted 
hundreds of bochurim. The most famous 

among them was Rav Avrohom Abali 
HaLevi Gombiner, the Mogen Avrohom, 
who quotes Rav Yitzchok numerous times 
in his work on Shulchon Aruch. 

Rav Yitzchok served as the head of 
the Va’ad Arba Arotzos. In 5443 (1683), he 
agreed to the printing of Maginei Zohov, 
which answered the questions of the 
Nekudos HaKesef on the Turei Zohov. 

Rav Yitzchok was niftar on the 15th 
of Sivan 5445 (1685). He was succeeded by 
Rav Yaakov of Posen, a Talmid Chochom 
and a parnas. Rav Yitzchok’s son-in-law 
was Rav Fishel of Ladmor. 

Zecher Tzaddik livrocha. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-15-sivanjune-13/ for more 

information.
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When Rav Sholom Eliezer’l was on 
the train to Auschwitz, his saintly father, 
the Divrei Chaim, appeared to him and 
offered to save him from the certain death 
that awaited. Rav Sholom Eliezer’l replied, 
“I’m ready to be killed al Kiddush Hashem 
together with my kehilla!” (They were on 
the same train).  

When he entered the waiting room 
where they were forced to undress before 
they were shoved into the gas chambers, 

Rav Sholom Eliezer’l met a Yid he had 
known from his hometown who was in 
charge of collecting the clothes. When that 
Yid saw the Rebbe, he started to cry 
bitterly. When the Rebbe asked him why he 
was crying, he replied, “Doesn’t the Rebbe 
know what happens in the other room?” 
The Rebbe told the Yid, “Of course I do. I’m 
ready to sanctify Hashem’s name, but still, 
why are you crying?”  

So, the Yid answered, “Rebbe, today 
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it’s you – tomorrow it will be me.” [People 
who manned the gas chambers were 
routinely killed fairly quickly, even though 
they were young and able to work, because 
the Nazis, yimach shemom, did not want 
anyone who knew too much of their ‘secret’ 
to live too long.] 

Responded the Rebbe, “If you will 
allow me to take my tzitzis into the gas 
chambers, I guarantee that you will survive 
the war.  

True to the Tzaddik’s berocha, this 
fellow survived the war and related this 
story to Newsweek magazine on the fiftieth 
anniversary of WWII. 

 

His Holy Neshama Handpicked from 
Heaven  

As is well known, the Divrei Chaim 
of Sanz was married three times during his 
life, and from his third wife he had three 
sons, Rav Aryeh 
Leibish, Rav 
Sholom Eliezer of 
Ratzfert and Rav 
Yitzchok Yeshaya of 
Teshechayuv. Rav 
Sholom Eliezer was 
a ben zekunim, and 
the other tzaddikim 
and rebbes held 
him in very high 
esteem. The Klausenberger used to say that 
the Divrei Chaim himself said that he had 
seven sons who shined like the seven stars 
in the heavens, other times he said that 
they were like seven mirrors. 

Rav Elazar Mendel Biderman of 
Lelov used to tell his son Reb Dovid’l to pay 
attention and keep an eye on the Divrei 
Chaim’s two younger sons (Rav Aryeh 
Leibish passed away at a young age in the 
Divrei Chaim’s lifetime) because it was well 
known that they were the rebbe’s youngest 
sons and were born with extra kedusha and 
sanctity and that they shined even greater 

than their older brothers. 

When Rav Yissacher Dov of Belz 
once visited Ratzfert during Chanuka, Rav 
Sholom Eliezer inquired when the Belzer 
Rav was lighting candles for he wished to 
come and see and be present during the 
mitzvah. When the Belzer Rav entered and 
saw that the Ratzferter Rav had not yet 
arrived he waited for him, even when the 
Ratzferter failed to arrive after waiting a 
while still the Belzer Rav waited for him. 
When he noticed that the Chassidim were 
growing impatient and felt that it was a 
slight to the Belzer Rav’s honor to wait on 
another Rebbe, he ignored this and 
continued waiting. After more time passed 
the Belzer Rav’s gabbai came and urged 
the Rebbe to light already and that it would 
be okay to light the Chanukah candles even 
without the Ratzferter Rav’s presence. 
Hearing this the Belzer Rav answered: 
“What should I do that he had a father who 
selected his son’s neshamah?” 

A similar statement was made by the 
Unsdorfer Rav, Rav Shmuel Rosenberg 
author of Be’er Shmuel. He once sent a 
letter to the Ratzferter asking him for a 
beracha through a talmid, Reb Yitzchok 
Frankel. Reb Frankel asked his Rebbe why 
he was asking him for a beracha, “I know 
the Ratzferter and he is a holy man who 
many seeks his berachos, but you rebbe are 
much elder why do you seek the berachos 
of a yungerman?” The Unsdorfer Rav’s 
face flushed with excitement and changed, 
he stood up and showed him overflowing 
bookcase to his talmid and asked him 
rhetorically: “You see this bookcase? 
Obviously, you know that I recognize and 
know each sefer in it and each sefer’s place 
so well that I can take it with my eyes 
closed? You must know that the Divrei 
Chaim of Sanz was as much an expert in 
the realm of souls, the olam of holy 
neshamos when his sons were born, no less 
an expert than I am in my seforim shank, 
and if he himself selected these souls he 
knew that they were appropriate and fitting 
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for this generation and now you ask me 
why I ask for the Ratzferter’s beracha?!” 
(Rabbeinu HaKadosh MeRatzfert, pages 
17-20) 

 

The Divrei Chaim Supports Those 
Who Support His Son 

When the Ratzferter once came to 
Nasoyd, a chassid from a village near 
Nasoyd once came to the Ratzferter for a 
beracha along with the throngs and 
multitudes seeking his beracha and advice 
from Nasoyd and all the environs. He 
waited patiently on line and by the time he 
came in and received a beracha, the hour 
was too late to go back home and so he 
spent the night in town. 

His wife was expecting in her ninth 
month and was seized by intense labor 
pains. Seeing the late hour and that her 
husband did not come home she felt that 
she was in trouble. She could not get out of 
bed and was alone and had no one to 

summon the midwife. In her pain, anguish 
and distress she cried herself to sleep. She 
dreamt and saw a vision of an elderly 
tzaddik who soothed her, comforted her 
and told her not to worry, “Your husband 
gave my son a nice sum of money today 
and asked him for his blessings. As a 
reward to your husband, I promise you that 
you will give birth without any danger nor 
difficulty and I will see to it that your child 
is born healthy and he will lie beside you 
safe and sound when you awake.” And so it 
was, she awoke having miraculously 
delivered the child who was safe and sound 
asleep peacefully by her side. When her 
husband came in the morning and found 
her and his baby safe she told him the 
whole story and he understood how the 
Divrei Chaim of Sanz had himself come to 
help deliver his baby safely and healing his 
wife as thanks for having supported his 
son, the Ratzferter Rav. (Derech 
Tzaddikim)
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Vitka Rav 

Yichus and Derech HaLimud 

Son of Rav Moshe Dov Landau, Av 
Bais Din of Veretzkiya, and grandson of 
Rav Shlomo Zalman, Av Bais Din Dobreh, 
the Vitka Rav, Rav Yeshua Heschel 
Landau, was related to the Apta Rav and 
also to Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz. His 
grandfather’s mother was the Apta Rav’s 
sister, Breindel, and Rav Yissochor Dov’s 
father (Rav Yehoshua Roke’ach) was Rav 
Yitzchok Meir Zinkover’s (the Apta Rav’s 
son) son-in-law.  

When the Vitka Rav visited Belz and 
greeted Rav Yissochor Dov after davening, 
the Belzer Rebbe invited him into his study 
before Kiddush to explain how they were 
related. When he entered, he found the 
Belzer Rebbe studying Perek HaZohov in 

Masechta Bova Metzia with the 
commentary of the Shita Mekubetzes. 
From this experience, the Vitka Rav taught 
his talmidim to “take advantage of your 
time and study Gemora and Rishonim, 
Talmud and the early commentators, 
rather than wasting your time studying 
responsa and likkutim.” 

The Vitka Rav also chastised those 
who studied many seforim. Whereas in 
Oberland, Hungary, their Rabbonim often 
lived in wealth and had vast libraries while 
they could not learn properly, in the 
Unterland, Rabbonim lived in abject 
poverty and had fewer books – but could 
learn them better. He claimed that the Rav 
of the Hadass was a Talmid Chochom 
because he was poor and only owned Shas, 
Rambam, Tur and Shulchon Aruch 
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volumes. Thus, he was required to study 
these and review them over and over. This 
repetition led to his wisdom. 

 

Family 

The Vitka Rav only had one 
daughter. He and his wife, Esther Miriam 
(the daughter of Rav Shlomo Yehuda 
Weinberger of Bagdhad), did not have 
children for three years. The Vitka Rav 
asked the Tomoshover Rebbe (Rav Yeshua) 
for a blessing. Some report that the 
Tomoshover Rebbe said, “A daughter will 
one day walk among you,” whereas others 
report that he remarked, “He wants a child 
after three years? Eh, it took me seven till I 
had children.” Eventually, after seven 
years, his wife gave birth to their only 
daughter, Chaya Dreizel. 

 

 

Rebbes 

In his youth, the 
Vitka Rav traveled to 
the Divrei Yechezkel of 
Shinova. When the 
Divrei Yechezkel passed 
on, the Vitka Rav 
ardently followed his 
son, the Divrei Simcha 
of Tsheshinov. The 
Tsheshinover Chassidim 
were known to be very 
fiery Ovdei Hashem, 
and the Vitka Rav was no exception. After 
the Tsheshinover Rebbe passed on, the 
Vitka Rav followed the Atzei Chaim of 
Sighet. 

 

Avoda 

The Vitka Rav devotedly attended 
the mikve, often late at night. He was not 
deterred by the fact that he was required to 
travel six kilometers away, by the bloody 

and merciless beatings of the Germans or 
the sounds of wild dogs in the wilderness 
on the road. His talmidim accompanying 
him testified that he never spoke on these 
nightly excursions. However, his lips 
constantly moved as he silently reviewed 
his learning by heart. Once, one of his 
talmidim saved his life when the Vitka Rav 
failed to emerge from the frozen lake 
because he could not locate the hole in the 
ice through which to emerge!  

The Vitka Rav afflicted himself, ate 
little, slept on the Bais Medrash bench all 
week long and only in a bed on Shabbos 
and fasted for forty years from one Shabbos 
to the next. His Rebbe, the Atzei Chaim, 
joked that on Shabbos the only reason he 
slept in bed was that he could dream a 
nightmare and thus fast on Shabbos as 
well! 

Eventually, on one of his nightly 
outings to the mikve, the Rav and talmid 
were spotted by a wealthy Jewish merchant 
from Niederhausz, Rav Shimon Nehemeti. 
Upon hearing that they did this nightly and 
that Vitka had no mikve, Rav Shimon 
managed to convince the Vitka Rav to 
move to Niederhausz. Rav Shimon 
supported him financially, allowing him to 
open a Yeshiva and teach his talmidim 
Torah. Rav Shimon used to say that when 
he returned from a long trip buying and 
selling and was unable to sleep for guilt at 
the bittul Torah the trip had cost him, he 
reminded himself of the Talmid Chochom, 
“a lone soldier and guardian of Torah, the 
Vitka Rav, sitting in Niederhausz and his 
learning being supported by me – then I 
can lay my head down to sleep!” 

The Vitka Rav’s davening was fiery 
and loud, full of emotion and motion! He 
would spring up and jump as high as the 
ceiling, clapping his hands in passion. His 
reputedly took no notice of what he did, to 
the point where his loud banging on the 
shtender caused his hands to bleed. He was 
so moved during davening Kabbolas 
Shabbos that he swayed to and fro, banging 
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his head against the wall till he bled. The 
Av Bais Din of Payeh once owned a 
Berditchever Tefilla Yeshora Siddur that 
sported bloodstained pages of the Kabbolas 
Shabbos service. He explained that the 
Vitka Rav had davened from this siddur, 
the blood from his head-banging dripping 
unheeded onto the siddur’s pages.  

As Ba’al Koreh, the Vitka Rav’s 
voice thundered the Kriyas HaTorah. 
Rivulets of sweat poured down him from 
concentration and passion. The gabbai 
stood beside him with towels to constantly 
mop his brow lest the sweat drip onto the 
scrolls and wet the parchment and possul 
the Sefer, Heaven forbid. 

During singing Menucha Vesimcha 
on Shabbos, the Vitka Rav would jump up 
over the table and begin to dance for over 
an hour or two. Talmidim would take it in 
turns to dance because they could not keep 
up with him or his superhuman strength 
and passion! They were awed by how 
someone who was fasting could serve 
Hashem aflame for hours with the strength 
and vigor that much younger and fitter 
individuals lacked. (Editor: My mother 
lived across the street from the Vitka Rav 
and clearly remembers the Vitka Rav 

dancing with the Torah for hours on end 
on Simchas Torah, his feet barely touching 
the floor. It was as if the Torah carried 
him.) 

Someone once entered the Bais 
Medrash and found the Vitka Rav lying 
prostrate on the floor, arms and legs 
outstretched in supplication and tefillos, 
crying bitterly. When he noticed that he 
was caught in the act he begged the 
individual not to tell [then maybe we 
shouldn’t tell either?]. 

Sadly, when the cursed Nazis 
liquidated Niederhausz, they marched the 
Vitka Rav, Rav Shimon and all the Jews to 
the slaughterhouse of Auschwitz. Together 
with Rav Sholom Eliezer’l of Ratzfurt, his 
pure, holy soul was returned to its Maker. 
Incidentally, both knew that they were 
going to be a Korban Oleh for Kiddush 
Hashem and remarked that they were 
ready to meet their Maker, accepting 
Hashem’s decree with ahava. May Hashem 
avenge their murder, and may the memory 
of the righteous stand for us a blessing. 

[Editor: My family personally heard the 
Satmar Rebbe, Rav Yoel, bestow on the 
Vitka Rav the title of Ish Kodosh V’tohor (a 
holy and pure person).] 
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Mechaber of Bais Aharon    

His Birth and Naming 

After the passing of Rav Shlomo of 
Karlin, his talmidim, Rav Mordechai of 
Lechovitch and Rav Osher of Stolin, used to 
travel together to Rav Boruch of 
Mezhibuzh. One time, when they were 
together with Rav Boruch, he sent them 
home after a few days and on Erev Rosh 
Chodesh Sivan Rav Osher’s wife gave birth 
to a baby boy. At the bris, Rav Mordechai 
of Lechovitch was honored with reciting 
the berochos and kerias hashem and he 
named the newborn baby Moreh Moreinu 

HaRav Rav Aharon! – Our Master, the 
Rebbe Rav Aharon, after his illustrious 
grandfather, Rav Aharon HaGodol of 
Karlin, mechaber of Kah Echsof and talmid 
of the Maggid and the Ba’al Shem. He then 
placed his hands on the baby’s head and 
blessed him with a threefold berocha: “Du 
zolst zich nisht naren, un G-tt nisht naren, 
un leiten nisht naren – You should never 
fool anyone [you should be true to your 
name], not yourself, not G-d and not 
others!” (Me’orei Aish p. 199–200) 
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A Neshoma From Simcha 

Rav Osher used to relate that he and 
his wife traveled to many Tzaddikim to be 
blessed until they merited their one and 
only son, Rav Aharon, and testified that he 
drew Rav Aharon’s neshoma from the root 
source on high of the mitzva of Sukka and 
the four species. It was well known that 
Rav Aharon’s kedusha and avoda were all 
his life, and he was always full of simcha 
[as is known that Sukkos is Zeman 
Simchoseinu]. (Me’orei Aish p. 200) 

 

A Letter to Heaven 

A yungerman, a Chassid of Rav 
Aharon, used to travel from town to town 
earning his living as a merchant. Before his 
travels he used to come to Rav Aharon to 
receive his berocha. One time, he came in 
as usual and before he received his parting 
berocha, Rav Aharon asked him what he 
had taken with him on his trip. Puzzled by 
the unusual question, he began listing all 
his personal effects: clothing, tools, 
luggage, food and the wares that he had 
sold. After listing a lengthy list of all his 
travel gear and clothing, Rav Aharon 
persisted and inquired further, “And what 
about tachrichim – funeral shrouds?”  

Hearing this, the poor yungerman 
understood that the Rebbe was hinting to 
him about his imminent passing. He was 
dumbstruck with shock and fear and stood 
stock still, unable to utter a sound.  

“Do not worry and do not fear. 
When you travel, you need to make sure to 
take with you whatever you will need for 
your upcoming journey,” explained the 
Rebbe.  

Rav Aharon then took a pen and 
paper and wrote a letter, folded it, placed it 
in an envelope, addressed it and placed it 
in another blank envelope and sealed it, so 
that the address remained hidden. “Take 
this letter with you and ask that it be placed 
together with you on your final journey.” 

The yungerman traveled and when 
he reached the town of Kriminchik, he fell 
deathly ill. There he was met by Rav 
Yitzchok, a fellow Karliner Chassid, who 
collected the Maamados, the monthly 
stipends the Chassidim donated for the 
upkeep of the Rebbe’s court and household. 
Rav Yitzchok, who later related this tale, 
heard of a fellow Chassid lying on his 
deathbed and went to visit the sick 
yungerman.  

“How are you faring?” asked Rav 
Yitzchok.  

“You see my state,” answered the 
sick merchant. “Soon I shall be gone.”  

When the sick yungerman told Rav 
Yitzchok about the letter, Rav Yitzchok 
asked to see it. He removed it from the 
outer concealing envelope and saw that it 
was addressed to Rav Osher of Stolin, the 
Rebbe’s father, who had since passed away 
and was in the Olom HaEmes. Rav 
Yitzchok was greatly distressed and 
realized that the meaning of this letter 
being given to the sick man before him to 
deliver to the Rebbe’s father in the Olom 
HaEmes could mean only one thing: the 
Rebbe knew that this yungerman would 
soon go on his final journey and be able to 
deliver the letter! 

Rav Yitzchok declared, “Give me this 
letter to deliver for you, and I shall lie down 
and take your place!”  

The sick yungerman argued and 
stood his ground. “If the Rebbe gave me 
this letter to deliver, then it is my job to see 
it through and no one else’s! Please stay 
with me and don’t leave me alone and 
make sure the Chevra Kadisha places the 
letter in my hand on my final journey!”  

“I promise you this on two 
conditions: that you come back to me and 
relate your final journey and what occurred 
to you after leaving this world, and that you 
make sure to deliver the letter to whom it is 
addressed and give it over to no one else, 
no matter what!” 
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And so it was. Rav Yitzchok stayed 
with the sick yungerman until he breathed 
his last. The Chevra Kadisha prepared his 
body and as they buried him, they placed 
the letter in his hands. Again Rav Yitzchok 
repeated the warning as they buried the 
yungerman, “No matter what – deliver the 
letter only to the addressee and to no one 
else!” 

After some time, the deceased 
appeared to Rav Yitzchok in a dream and 
related how he had felt no pain and was 
approached by an angel asking if he had a 
letter addressed to Rav Osher of Stolin. The 
yungerman replied that he did but he was 
obliged to deliver the letter to Rav Osher 
himself. “The angel took me further 
through several heavenly chambers and 
supernal realms and we were greeted by a 
new group of angels. Here the angel turned 
back and said he was not allowed further 
and neither was I. These angels demanded 
that I hand them the letter and I refused, 
stating emphatically that I must deliver the 
letter to Rav Osher myself. They took me 
through several heavenly worlds, where 
again we stopped and were greeted by 
another new group of angels. This scenario 
repeated itself several times; each time the 
former angels said they could not continue 
and neither could I and the new angels 
commanded me to hand over the letter, but 
I stood my ground, remembering your 
warning and I said I would only deliver the 
letter to Rav Osher myself. Finally, we 

entered Rav Osher Stoliner’s supernal 
chamber. More than this I am forbidden to 
reveal to you!” (Me’orei Aish p. 228–230) 

 

How Rav Aharon Was Also Buried 
Alongside the Ohr HaChaim 
HaKodosh 

On Motzo’ei Shabbos, Parshas 
Behaalosecha, in Sivan 5632, the Chassid 
Rav Ze’ev Pinsker, who lived in the Old City 
of Jerusalem, and who had basked in Rav 
Aharon’s presence before moving to Eretz 
Yisrael, slept and dreamed that the streets 
were filled with Yidden. The old city streets 
were overflowing with Jews accompanying 
a funeral bier. The levaya passed him and 
he joined the throngs of Jews 
accompanying the niftar on his final 
journey. They finally stopped on Har 
HaZeisim and there beside the tziun of the 
Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh, they buried the 
niftar. 

After the levaya, Rav Ze’ev asked 
people who had passed away. They told 
him it was the Rebbe Rav Aharon of Karlin. 
Rav Ze’ev woke with a start, his heart 
beating madly, and in the morning, when 
he related his dream in shul, his fellow 
worshippers discounted it out of hand and 
refused to believe it – until the sad news 
reached them that on Motzo’ei Shabbos 
Rav Aharon had indeed left this world. 
(Me’orei Aish p. 292)
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Sell Your Shtreimel for a Copy! 

The Divrei Chaim of Sanz used to 
say that one should be willing to pawn his 
Shtreimel to acquire a copy of the Maggid 
of Nadvorna’s sefer Tzemach Hashem 
LaTzvi.  

(Luach HaHillula) 

His Mikve Was Used by Neshomos 
Instead of the Fiery River Dinur 

The Tosher Rebbe said that the 
heilige Ropshitzer Rav used to keep the 
sefer Tzemach Hashem LaTzvi within sight 
at all times and it never left his table. He 
also related that Rav Yitzchok Isaac of 
Zidatchov had a daily shiur with time set 
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aside each day to study the 
greatly praised his words and said they 
were exceedingly profound. 

The Tosher Rebbe told how when 
Rav Bertzi, the father of Rav Mordechai of 
Nadvorna, moved there, he used the 
of the Maggid Rav Tzvi Hirsch daily. When 
the mikve was not in use the rest of the day 
and the night, the building was locked and 
the waters of the mikve remained covered 
by a heavy wooden board as was customary 
in those days. One day, the shamash
to Rav Bertzi to report a strange and 
inexplicable phenomenon: although the 
door was locked, he kept finding the board 
moved as if someone had enter
the night and toiveled in the mikve

“But it’s impossible – how could that 
be?” asked the shamash.  

Rav Bertzi’s reply startled the 


 

נפש יקרה ועדינה 
  ל''ז זיסל
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  גאלדענבערג
Although she lost most of her family 

claimed that Hashem
making everyone who encountered her feel like they were the m
important loved person. Her inimitable smile never left her face. 

She transmitted a strong value system stressing 
and Tzaddikim. Her love for stories of 
conveyed that chizuk
life, there wasn’t one person who had an untoward word or adverse 
feelings about her. She loved her family deeply and immensely. May 
Hashem console her family and may she be a constant 
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aside each day to study the sefer. He 
greatly praised his words and said they 

told how when 
Rav Bertzi, the father of Rav Mordechai of 
Nadvorna, moved there, he used the mikve 

Rav Tzvi Hirsch daily. When 
was not in use the rest of the day 

and the night, the building was locked and 
remained covered 

by a heavy wooden board as was customary 
shamash came 

to Rav Bertzi to report a strange and 
inexplicable phenomenon: although the 
door was locked, he kept finding the board 
moved as if someone had entered during 

mikve.  

how could that 

Rav Bertzi’s reply startled the 

shamash even more. “The 
the Olom HaElyon (the upper worlds) 
must immerse in the fiery river Dinur. 
Instead, some of them came here and 
immersed in the mikve
Hashem LaTzvi, whose waters are 
equivalent!”  

This phenomenon also continued 
during the days when Rav Mordechai of 
Nadvorna was Rebbe. The 
continued to immerse in the holy 
where the Tzemach Hashem
Hirsch, Rav Bertzi and Rav Mordechai used 
to immerse.  

Rav Bertzi was adamant and careful 
that no change or innovation ever be made 
to the Maggid’s holy mikve
neshomos toiveled instead of Nahar Dinur. 
(Avodas Avoda Sichos Kodesh
Behaalosecha p. 313–314)
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Although she lost most of her family in the Holocaust 
Hashem gave her an amazing life. She had a unique knack of 

making everyone who encountered her feel like they were the m
important loved person. Her inimitable smile never left her face.  

She transmitted a strong value system stressing Emunas Hashem 
. Her love for stories of tzaddikim gave her chiyus and she 
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The crown of the wise is their wealth, but the foolishness of 

In this piece, t

their wealth 

Chachamim teach us. As well, the end of the passuk

seems repetitious

He explains based on the following Gemaros:

The Gemara (Shabbos 119a) 

If one fulfills the Mitzva of Ma’aser properly, he will not lose, 

only gain financially.

Regarding the tithing of produce

that contrasts the willingness between the earlier generations to fulfill the 

Mitzvos and the lack thereof with which the later generations look

exempt themselves from being required to do the Mitzvos. The earlier 

generations br

According to halacha, t

They did 

Mitzva. The later 

brought the produce 

that they would not 

Concerning one who does not separate the necessary gifts from his 

produce, the Gemara (Brachos 63a) 

“One who does not give Teruma and Ma’aser to the Kohen eventually will 

have to come on to the Kohen to check his wife for being a Sota.”

With these introductions, the 

aforementioned passuk.

When a person follows the halachos of Ma’aser properly, he is blessed 

with wealth. This person is indeed a wise person. And his wisdom is 

mirrored by his wealth since it is indicative that he follows the Mitzva of 

Ma’aser as 

The fool on the other hand, who tries to free himself of the obligation of 

Ma’aser, thinking he will profit more like this, only goes from one foolishness 

to another. This is because 

the second foolishness that results from his act is the fact that now he will 

have the anguish
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Naso 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב רב נחמ שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

לזכות כל 
 ישראל

 

)משלי יד כד(עטרת חכמי� עשר� אולת כסילי� אולת 

The crown of the wise is their wealth, but the foolishness of 

the fools is but foolishness (Mishlei 14:24).

In this piece, the Zera Shimshon explains why the crown of the wise is 

their wealth – seemingly contradictory to every other teaching the 

Chachamim teach us. As well, the end of the passuk

seems repetitious and is ambiguous. 

He explains based on the following Gemaros: 

Gemara (Shabbos 119a) says; “Tithe so that you shall become rich.

If one fulfills the Mitzva of Ma’aser properly, he will not lose, 

only gain financially.  

Regarding the tithing of produce, there is another Gemara (Brachos 35b) 

asts the willingness between the earlier generations to fulfill the 

Mitzvos and the lack thereof with which the later generations look

exempt themselves from being required to do the Mitzvos. The earlier 

generations brought their produce through the main entrance of 

According to halacha, this obligated them to separate the required Ma’aser. 

 this intentionally so that they would be 

Mitzva. The later generations did the exact opposite. They specifically 

brought the produce through the roof (skylight) and other back entrances so 

that they would not be obligated by halacha to separate

Concerning one who does not separate the necessary gifts from his 

e, the Gemara (Brachos 63a) says the following frightening statement. 

“One who does not give Teruma and Ma’aser to the Kohen eventually will 

have to come on to the Kohen to check his wife for being a Sota.”

With these introductions, the Zera Shimshon

aforementioned passuk. 

When a person follows the halachos of Ma’aser properly, he is blessed 

with wealth. This person is indeed a wise person. And his wisdom is 

mirrored by his wealth since it is indicative that he follows the Mitzva of 

Ma’aser as he should. 

The fool on the other hand, who tries to free himself of the obligation of 

Ma’aser, thinking he will profit more like this, only goes from one foolishness 

to another. This is because firstly, he does not end up gaining financially

d foolishness that results from his act is the fact that now he will 

anguish of having to take his wife to the Kohen as a Sota.

 לעילוי נשמת דוד ב תמר

 שבת שלו�
signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 עטרת חכמי� עשר� אולת כסילי� אולת 

The crown of the wise is their wealth, but the foolishness of 

(Mishlei 14:24). 

why the crown of the wise is 

seemingly contradictory to every other teaching the 

Chachamim teach us. As well, the end of the passuk needs elucidation as it 

ithe so that you shall become rich.” 

If one fulfills the Mitzva of Ma’aser properly, he will not lose, instead, he will 

there is another Gemara (Brachos 35b) 

asts the willingness between the earlier generations to fulfill the 

Mitzvos and the lack thereof with which the later generations looked to 

exempt themselves from being required to do the Mitzvos. The earlier 

ain entrance of their house. 

them to separate the required Ma’aser. 

 obligated to fulfill the 

did the exact opposite. They specifically 

the roof (skylight) and other back entrances so 

separate Ma’aser. 

Concerning one who does not separate the necessary gifts from his 

the following frightening statement. 

“One who does not give Teruma and Ma’aser to the Kohen eventually will 

have to come on to the Kohen to check his wife for being a Sota.” 

Zera Shimshon explains the 

When a person follows the halachos of Ma’aser properly, he is blessed 

with wealth. This person is indeed a wise person. And his wisdom is 

mirrored by his wealth since it is indicative that he follows the Mitzva of 

The fool on the other hand, who tries to free himself of the obligation of 

Ma’aser, thinking he will profit more like this, only goes from one foolishness 

end up gaining financially. And 

d foolishness that results from his act is the fact that now he will 

to take his wife to the Kohen as a Sota.  
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"Then the leaders brought forward offerings for the 
dedication of the Altar on the day it was anointed" 
(Bamidbar 7:10)

The word 'dedication' (חנוכה), comes from the term 
'education' (חנוך), while the Mizbeach (Altar) implies Am 
Yisrael. Together, the leaders of the tribes educated Am 
Yisrael and taught them that everything is dependent 
on unity. This is the meaning of, "a wagon for each two 
leaders, and an ox for each". Each leader joined together 
with another leader in a show of instructing Am Yisrael on 
the importance of unity, 'as one man with one heart'. In 
this vein, on the words "a wagon for each two leaders", 
the Seforno explains: "As a sign of brotherhood among 
them, through which they became fitting to have the 
Shechina rest among them, as it says (Devarim 33:5), 
'He became king over Yeshurun when the numbers of 
the nation gathered in unity'".

The term 'wagon' (עגלה) is a further allusion to unity 
since 'עגלה' comes from the word 'עגול', round. A circle 
(as opposed to a square which has corners) is a symbol 
of unity since all positions on a circle are of equal value 
and they are all equidistant from the center. The question 
is asked, in the name of the Admor of Sanz zya"a, why 
we have the custom to bake round matzot. He answers 
that round matzot hint to unity and the idea that no one 
person is greater than the other. Just as in a circle there 
are no corners to where an individual can escape, so must 
we all remain together.

The idea of Sefirat Ha'Omer can also be explained 
accordingly. Hashem commanded us to count forty-
nine days in preparation for receiving the Torah. Sefirat 
Ha'Omer alludes to the seven lower sefirot (emanations), 
for it is through the seven sefirot that Hashem brings 
down abundance to the world until it arrives at man. 
(There are altogether ten sefirot but we relate only to 
the seven lower ones as the three higher ones are in es-
sence beyond our comprehension). The sefirot are round 
for it is only in this way that man can receive the G-dly 
abundance. Similarly, in order to receive the Torah Am 
Yisrael must be positioned in a circle, meaning united, as 
it says (Shemot 19:17), "and they stood at the bottom of 
the mountain". A mountain is round and they surrounded 
the mountain like a round threshing floor for they were 
then in a state of unity, as we are told (Shemot 19:2), "and 
Israel encamped there, opposite the mountain", as one 
man with one heart (the word ןחיו, encamped, is written 
in the singular). Since no leader felt more important than 
any other leader, they all brought the same offering. They 
did not try to outdo each other since their service was 
complete and whole, teaching us that there is no room 
for haughtiness before Hashem.

This caused Hashem to desire their deeds, as it is writ-
ten (Bamidbar 7:5), "Take from them, and they shall be to 
perform the work of the Tent of Meeting". The Ramban 
writes: "For Hashem apportions honor to those who fear 
Him, as it says, "for I honor those who honor Me". All the 

leaders on one day decided to bring this offering that 
they all agreed upon. Since it was impossible that one not 
precede the other (in bringing the offering), they were 
honored according to the way they traveled".

Even though each Jewish person possesses a G-dly 
essence and each one is a world unto himself, he must 
understand that this stands only when he is part of Am 
Yisrael. But if he separates himself from the congregation, 
he loses his value. For how is a Jewish person's value mea-
sured? Only by the Torah that he possesses, "A man's soul 
is the lamp of Hashem". There are six-hundred thousand 
letters in the Torah, corresponding to the six-hundred 
thousand souls of Am Yisrael. There is a wonderful allu-
sion to this idea. The letters of the word 'ישראל', Yisrael, 
are an abbreviation for 'יש ששים ריבוא אותיות לתורה', 'there 
are six-hundred thousand letters in the Torah". This being 
the case, every Jew is part of the Torah and is obligated 
to stay connected to the community so as to be part of 
the complete Torah. But if a Jew separates himself from 
the community, then there is something missing in the 
completeness of Am Yisrael and in the completeness of 
the Torah. How is it possible for Am Yisrael to always re-
main integrated and united? Only when there is humility 
and respect for the other. This is why accepting the Torah 
is dependent on humility and to the degree that we all 
feel "as one man with one heart". The king too is warned 
about this (Devarim 17:20), "so that his heart does not 
become haughty over his brethren".

The leaders of the tribes demonstrated this attribute of 
humility. They had no desire to feel superior to the rest of 
the people, rather they lowered themselves. Therefore, 
Hashem praised them and they found favor in His eyes 
to the extent that He rested His Divine Presence among 
them, to let us know that the edifice of Am Yisrael is 
dependent on unity.

To what can this be compared? To drops of rain. 
Hashem said to Iyov, (Baba Batra 16a), "I created many 
drops in the clouds and for every single drop I created a 
unique channel so that no two drops should come out 
from one channel. If two drops would come out of one 
channel, this would wash away the land and it would not 
produce fruit. I do not mix up any drops…" When the 
drops fall to the ground they join together and become 
pools of water until a river forms which drains into the sea, 
a lake or a river. This is what gives the world existence, for 
these waters drench the land. Despite each drop having 
its unique channel, it will only bring benefit by combining 
with the other drops, otherwise it will go to waste. But by 
joining together they are able to bring life to the world. 
So it is with Am Yisrael, each one on his own cannot bring 
benefit, only through joining together.

May it be His will that we have the wisdom to under-
stand the great value of a united heart. May we all serve 
Hashem and fulfill His mitzvot as one man with one heart, 
bringing pleasure to our Creator, Amen v'Amen.

Naso
June 5th 2020

14th of Sivan 5780
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Hilula
7 – The Ger Tzeddek, Avraham ben 
Avraham hy"d

8 – Rabbi Zalman Rothberg, Rosh 
Yeshiva Beit Meir

9 – Rabbi Ya'akov Chaim Sofer, 
author of 'Kaf HaChaim'

10 – Rabbi Yishmael HaKohen, Av Beit 
Din of Modena

11 – Rabbi Yitzchak Ya'akov Weiss, Av 
Beit Din Eidah Chareidit

12 – Rabbi David Pardo, author of 
'Shoshanim L'David'

13 – Rabbi Rafael Yonah Tikotchinski, 
Rosh Yeshiva Yerucham

Hashem Desires Unity Amongst the Tribes



Continuing the Momentum
On Shavuot night (5770), I was overcome with pleasure from observing 

Am Yisrael in all its beauty and splendor. I spent this holy night visiting the 
entire 19th Quarter in Paris. I witnessed the Batei Knesset filled to capacity, 
the young and old sitting together and delving into the Holy Torah.

I saw my son, Rabbi Moshe n"y, surrounded by more than three hundred 
bachurim, listening to his words of Torah and mussar. My dear son who 
increases merit to the public, Rabbi Rafael shlita, also had hundreds of 
youngsters gathered around him, some of whom were dressed in unmis-
takably irreligious attire, yet they were imbibing his words of Torah and 
moral lessons with great thirst.

During my lecture I asked them, "What are you doing here in the middle 
of the night? Why don’t you go to sleep?" And they answered with total 
honesty and simplicity, "We came to receive the Torah". I was deeply moved 
by their response and felt a great love for them. Certainly, Hashem too was 
delighted with them and loves them dearly.

This is the spiritual revolution that is exploding in the world before the 
arrival of Mashiach. A spirit of purity is passing through the world and all 
are thirsty to hear the word of Hashem, as the Navi says (Amos 8:11), "not 
a hunger for bread nor a thirst for water, but to hear the words of Hashem".

We have just experienced the festival of the Giving of the Torah, and 
especially now a person must strive to rise spiritually and go from strength 
to strength by adding holiness and purity to his service of Hashem, without 
feeling satisfied with his present level.

This is the reason why following Shavuot, we read the Parshiot of 
Nasso and Beha'alotcha. These two words imply 'raising oneself up' and 
'continuous spiritual growth'. In addition, the word 'ךותלעהב', can be split 
up into 'ךתולעה 'ב', implying two types of growth, for there is preparation 
for receiving the Torah and the actual receiving of the Torah. During the 
period of Sefirat Ha'Omer, a person prepared himself to become a fitting 
receptacle for the Torah to dwell inside him, and then on the festival of 
Shavuot, the long-awaited moment of receiving the Torah finally arrived. 
A person is obligated to maintain his spiritual growth and also continually 
add to it by rising above his previous level.

Let all of us as one continue this momentum and utilize the spirit of 
purity that we merited receiving on Shavuot. And as Chazal have told us, 
(Shabbat 104a), "One who wishes to purify himself is assisted".

Amen v'Amen.

 Tidbits of faith and trust penned by Moreinu v’Rabbeinu
Hagaon Hatzaddik Rabbi David Chananya Pinto, shlita

The Haftarah
“There was a certain man” (Shoftim 13) 
The connection to the Parsha: The Haftarah speaks about Shimshon the 

Nazirite and the instructions that the Navi gave his mother concerning the 
abstention. The Parsha too talks about the laws of the Nazirite.

Walking in their Ways

I Drank…I am Obligated to Thank!
The Gaon Rabbi Moshe Feinstein zt"l, one of the greatest 

poskim of the last generation and the leader of Orthodox 
Jewry in America, once had an appointment with a wealthy 
individual, whose office was on the fourth floor in a building 
without an elevator. He was then over eighty-five years old 
and made his way up each flight of stairs with great difficulty.

After the meeting, he slowly made his way back down the 
stairs, and just as he was about to enter the car, he suddenly 
stood still as if he had remembered something important. 
Then, without saying a word, he turned back on his heels and 
began walking towards the building.

The two talmidim who had accompanied him, quickly asked: 
"Did the Rav forget something?"

"Yes," he replied, "I need to go back up to the office."

"The Rav shouldn't bother," they both cried out, "we will 
go for you."

But Rabbi Moshe refused: "It is my concern!" was his ada-
mant reply and he began climbing the stairs.

The talmidim went up together with him, noting how he 
was panting and gasping with effort, resting between each 
floor. When they arrived at the fourth floor, he entered the 
office of the wealthy businessman who got up from his chair 
in surprise, wondering what could have changed in the short 
time that had passed since they had spoken. Rabbi Moshe 
turned to him and said, "I forgot to thank you for the cup of 
tea that you prepared for me, I came to say 'Yasher Koach'! 
The tea was excellent!"

The talmidim were shocked. After they had calmed down 
they asked: "Honored Rabbi, could you not have sent us to 
thank him?"

"I could have," he replied simply, "but who drank the tea, 
me or you? I drank, so I must be the one to thank!"

Harav Yosef Mograbi shlita, brings this story in his sefer "Avot 
U'Banim", and adds a piercing message: This is how a true 
Gadol lives! This is the behavior of one who lives the concept 
of hakarat hatov, showing appreciation, as it is!

Let us take note about the kind of matters under discus-
sion, with what subtlety they felt obligated to express their 
appreciation!

What about us? We feel that everyone else owes us… 
When we don't receive something that we expect others 

to give us, we grow angry. What do you mean? How 
come he doesn’t understand that he is obligated to 
provide?! We conveniently ignore all those times 
that he did come through for us and we do not even 
consider if we ever paid him back for his many favors. 

We only focus on those times that he did not grant 
us what we expected from him.

In Our Father's Path

Guard Your Tongue
Praising one's Friend Excessively

It is forbidden to praise one's friend exceedingly, even not in the presence of 
his enemies, for due to this one will eventually condemn him by saying, all this is 
besides this certain bad quality that he has. Or, this might cause the listeners to 
reply, why are you praising him to such a great extent, he possesses this and this 
negative attribute?



Pearls of the Parsha

We Merit the Torah Through Unity
The importance of unity is demonstrated in this week's 

Parsha when talking about the Priestly blessing. The Ko-
hanim were commanded to bless Am Yisrael specifically 
"with love", as they say in the blessing, "and has com-
manded us to bless His people Israel with love". There 
is a halachic ruling that a Kohen who dislikes or hates 
the congregation or the congregation dislikes or hates 
him, may not raise his hands to bless the congregation. 
The holy Zohar adds that in fact it is dangerous for him 
to bless them. This shows us that one must constantly 
feel unity and love for each other. 

This blessing is brought specifically in Parshat Nasso, 
which is usually read just before or following the festival 
of the Giving of the Torah, to teach us that the way to 
merit Torah is only through unity. Therefore, the central 
idea of this week's Parsha is unity between all sectors of 
the people, which can be achieved only through working 
on oneself and perfecting one's middot. This is a firm 
and strong foundation with which one can merit the 
crown of Torah throughout the year in general, and in 
particular on Shavuot. One who loves his friend dearly 
and rejoices in his happiness and success, will merit 
finding favor in Hashem's eyes and he too will merit 
success in all his endeavors.

This is why Parshat Nasso is read either just before 
Shavuot or immediately following. A person must 
know that the main merit for acquiring the Torah is 
only through being particular about one's middot and 
rectifying matters between man and his friend. Only in 
this way will he be able to grow and elevate himself in 
the correct path.

Man must learn from Hashem how He raised and el-
evated the tribes by counting them and according honor 
to their families. G-d forbid, He did not show disregard 
for even one of the tribes, for all were considered equal 
in His eyes. Let us note how Hashem was concerned for 
the family of Kohath who were given the perilous role 
of carrying the Aron, as it says (Bamidbar 4:18), "Do not 
let the tribe of the Kohathite families be cut off from 
among the Levites". Hashem also took pains to attach 
importance to the Gershonite family even though their 
role was not as important as that of the family of Kohath, 
by detailing them in the Torah and dedicating verses to 
be written about them.

If Hashem shows respect and appreciation for the 
tribe of Levi for their service in the Beit Hamikdash, 
even though it was an honor for them that they were 
chosen to serve in the Mishkan, all the more so must 
each person realize how important it is to raise and 
elevate other people, considering them precious in his 
eyes. This is the only way to merit a true “Receiving of 
the Torah”, since "you shall love your fellow as yourself 
is a great principle in the Torah".

Measure for Measure
"A man's holies shall be his" (Bamidbar 5:10)
The Gemara says (Berachot 63a), "Rabbi Yochanan said, why is the section 

of Sotah (wayward wife) adjacent to the section of tithing? To tell you that one 
who has separated tithes yet does not give them to the Kohen, will eventually 
require the services of the Kohen, through his wife".

What in fact does this person do with his tithes? It is not probable to say that 
he gets rid of them by throwing them to the sea and it is even more perplexing 
to say that he eats them, for then he is liable to death by Heaven?

Rabbeinu Yosef Chaim zya"a, in his sefer 'Benayahu', explains that we are 
talking about someone who separates tithes according to the law so as to 
give them to the Kohen, but he does not search for the Kohen to bring him his 
tithes, rather he leaves them in his house until the Kohen comes to him and 
takes his entitlement.

According to this, one can understand that his punishment is measure for 
measure. Since he did not want to go to the Kohen and give him his tithes, 
now he is forced to find the Kohen so that he should give his wife the “bitter 
waters” to drink.

In a different vein, the sefer 'Tehilla LeDavid' explains his punishment by 
equating the wife to her husband's 'tithes'. Chava was created from the side 
of Adam HaRishon. The Hebrew word for side (צלע) has the numerical value of 
one hundred and ninety, while the name Chava (חוה) has a numerical value of 
nineteen, which is one-tenth (ma'aser) of one hundred and nineteen. So חוה is 
the ma'aser of צלע, her husband, meaning that a wife is her husband's ma'aser.

Now we can understand that a husband who holds back the ma'aser and does 
not give it to the Kohen, will eventually have to bring the Kohen ma'aser from 
his own self, meaning his (suspected adulteress) wife, for she is his ma'aser.

The Honor of Yisrael and the Creator are One
"Let them place My Name upon the Children of Israel, and I shall bless 

them" (Bamidbar 6:27)
When talking about the wife of a notable and renowned individual, she is 

referred to by his name, "wife of so and so", and is respected on account of 
his honor.

If so, explains Rabbi Yisrael Hopstein of Kozhnitz zt"l, author of 'Avodat Yis-
rael', how much more so are we Bnei Yisrael, more honorable and precious and 
blessed than all the Heavenly Angels, since we say about the Creator, Blessed 
is He, 'You have included Your Name in our name'. We, His people Yisrael, are 
likened to a bride who is betrothed with deliberation, "I will betroth you to 
Me forever".

This is what Hashem meant by saying, "Let them place My Name upon the 
Children of Israel". Call them by My name, for they are My people and My 
friends. Then automatically, "I shall bless them" with all the blessings, and the 
Heavenly Angels will agree, for the honor of Yisrael is My honor.

His Name is More Significant than 'Leader of the Tribe'
"The one who brought his offering on the first day was Nachshon son of 

Aminadav, of the tribe of Yehuda" (Bamidbar 7:12)
Why is Nachshon not described as 'leader of the tribe', rather as 'of the tribe 

of'? The Chizkuni explains, so that he should not feel pride at being the first 
one to bring the offering.

The verse describes all the other heads as 'leader of…', for they subordinated 
themselves and brought their offering after him.

The 'Iturei Torah' brings a different reason: 'Nachshon ben Aminadav' was 
a famous name since he was the first one to jump into the sea. Therefore, 

his name was more significant than the description 'leader of the tribe'.

Treasures
Based on the teachings of 

 Moreinu v’Rabbeinu Hagaon 
 Hatzaddik Rabbi David Chananya

 Pinto, shlita



W e are living through a 
most turbulent and 
volatile period. Who 
would have believed 
that a microscopic 

virus could wreak such enormous and 
significant havoc on our lives? The Batei 
Midrash are locked and bolted, residents 
are confined to their homes, 'no one 
left and no one entered'. We have ex-
perienced death at our doorsteps, "My 
Beloved has descended to His garden…
to pick roses". G-d has plucked our el-
derly Sages, Talmidei Chachamim and 
Gedolei Torah. Am Yisrael lowers their 
head, pained and saddened at the pass-
ing of hundreds of His finest children, 
all a result of the virus that has spread 
throughout the world.

It is our fervent desire to protect 
ourselves and our families from the 
scourges of the Evil Inclination. We also 
wish to remain strong and healthy and 
far-removed from any sickness G-d for-
bid. We desire success and satisfaction, 
happiness and delight. All of us wish to 
open our hearts to the study of Torah 
and spiritual growth, an aspiration which 
burns in every heart. But who knows 
what the future holds, who can guaran-
tee the fruition of our dreams?

Chazal have already told us that from 
the day the Beit Hamikdash was de-
stroyed, the curses of each new day are 
worse than the previous day's. These 
tidings are most worrying. Indeed? Each 
day the situation will only worsen? Each 
day will bring in its wake new verdicts, 
G-d forbid? Mysterious illnesses? How 
will we cope? Is there any tool with 
which we can protect ourselves?

In this week's Parsha, the Torah be-
stows on us an especially meaningful 
gift. We are told of wonderful moments 
with far-reaching influence. This pre-
cious and inconspicuous gift can be 
found right in the midst of our prayers. 

A NOVEL LOOK AT THE PARSHA

It demands very little from us, besides 
standing and listening. That’s it! Nev-
ertheless, it entails a true treasure, 
worth contemplating and becoming 
acquainted with.

Chazal revealed to us (Yerushalmi, 
Sotah 46a), that the Priestly Blessing 
is the segulah and special tool that the 
Creator bestowed on us in His great 
kindness, so as to protect and guard us 
from all troubles and distress, from all 
diseases and sickness. Chazal quote the 
verse in Tehillim, "G-d is angered every 
day", and they ask: If so, who can annul 
this? "Rabbi Ovin in the name of Rav 
Acha said, the Priestly Blessing annuls".

The Priestly Blessing is the only de-
fense left in our hands from the days 
of the Mikdash, and now as then, it 
continues to protect us, for it is the 
only service of the Kohanim that is still 
performed today. As the Ramban brings 
in Parshat Beha'alotcha, when the of-
ferings stopped and the entire Priestly 
service was no longer, the Priestly Bless-
ing remained the only part of the Priestly 
Service that is still active in our days.

This is the implication of the Yerush-
almi that we quoted. Today, in an era 
where we no longer have a Beit Hamik-
dash and G-d forbid we are exposed 
to all kinds of threats, the Priestly 
blessing is what bestows on us G-dly 
abundance straight from the Creator. 
It crowns our heads with a protective 
umbrella, immune to decrees and evil 
mishaps. It places us inside a protective 
conservatory and opens all the gates 
of abundance, improving the quality of 
our lives and enabling us to merit much 
success and blessing. For this is the only 
service of the Mikdash that remains with 
us today, protecting us and blessing us!

The 'Netivot Shalom' of Slonim defines 
the superiority of the Priestly blessing: 
"It is a gift that Hashem bestowed on 
His people. The entire Torah and mitzvot 
are assistance and aid that Hashem gave 
a Jewish person against anything that 
distances us. But in addition to this, in 
His great mercy, Hashem gave Am Yisrael 
the matter of the Priestly Blessing, so 
that every day a Jew should receive a 
blessing of heavenly abundance."

The Biggest Segula
Maran Hagaon Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky 

shlita relates that he once came across a 
sefer (I do not remember the name) that 
was published approximately a hundred 
years ago, and there it clarifies the bless-
ing inherent in each word of the Priestly 
blessing. For example, 'ךנחיו', 'and be 
gracious to you', refers to the blessing 
of sons and daughters, 'םולש ךל םשיו', 
'and establish peace for you' refers to 
marital harmony. He also writes that 
one may ask the Kohen to have one in 
mind during the Priestly blessing, for any 
matter for which one requires salvation, 
and many times this has helped. Rab-
beinu said, "People come (to me) every 
day with problems of marital harmony, I 
thought that this suggestion could help 
them".

In the approbation to the sefer 'Birkat 
Kohanim B'ahava', Rabbi David Cohen, 
Rosh Yeshiva of Chevron notes:

"Some time ago I was at Maran Rosh 
HaYeshiva, HaGaon Rabbi Aharon Leib 
Shteinman (shlita) zt"l, and he told me 
that he is very surprised to see people 
who require salvation, asking and seek-
ing blessings, and many times they will 
even travel to distant places for this, 
even though they have no proof that 
blessings from these people have power. 
They do not realize that right at their 
doorstep, every single day, they have 
a blessing that Hashem promised has 
power, and generates abundant bless-
ing. This is the blessing that the Kohanim 
bless us with every day, yet they do not 
try to pursue this blessing."

Let us take advantage of this won-
derful gift! Let us prepare ourselves 
for these special moments, G-d forbid 
not to miss the opportunity, rather we 
should listen to every word and have the 
correct intentions. In this way, we will 
assure ourselves of wonderful Heavenly 
protection and open up the treasuries of 
unlimited abundance!



MEOROS RAMCHAL NASO 

SOTAH  FIXING THE CHUMRIYUS REPAIRING THE DAMAGED PHYSICALITY 

And the Kohen took holy water (Naso 5:17) 

The Ramchal tells us that the wicked transform the attribute of Divine 

mercy into harsh judgment but since water symbolizes chessed – loving 

kindness it brings judgment upon the Sotah [since she sinned by straying 

from her husband and secluding herself with a man he warned her against.] 

This is the secret of the waters of the great flood – the mabul in 

parshas Noach, where the attribute of chessed was overturned and 

transformed into din – harsh judgment. [Due to that generation’s sins, water 

usually a vehicle for Divine loving kindness turned into a natural disaster that 

judged them and punished them for their crimes.] 

The waters were bitter because the symbolism of bitterness is also 

harsh judgments. The secret of this is that the waters of chessed needed to 

contain bitterness and transform into a vehicle for Divine judgment. 

The Divine Name was also placed into the bitter waters [of the Sotah] 

to demonstrate the full will of Hashem, that He can bend the attributes as He 

wills and wishes [transforming loving kindness into harsh judgments from 

chessed into din]. 

If she was innocent and did not sin [by zenus with the man she was 

secluded with] then all these are transformed into favors for her as Chazal say 

that if she was barren she was blessed with pregnancy. Then the waters 

perform the acts of loving kindness as is their [Divinely ordained] nature and 

whatever was closed is now opened [her womb which was closed is opened to 



bear children] and the Divine Name of Hashem strengthens goodness and 

favors for her if she is innocent and did not sin. 

Therefore, it says in our pasuk that the Kohen takes holy waters, they 

needed to be sanctified in a temple vessel a keli shares in order to work and 

fulfill their function therefore they must be holy and sanctified. 

The vessel needed to be pottery symbolizing the earthly nature of the 

physical acts of sin she is suspected of committing as a Sotah. 

The earth and dirt must be gathered from the floor of Bais haMikdash, 

again symbolizing their crass physical desires and lowly acts of sin and when 

people commit this lowly despicable sin of zenus - physicality overcomes 

them. Therefore, because the floor represents the attribute of Malchus [the 

lowest sefirah] and the sin damages and blemishes the Malchus we must add 

dirt to the water. This is the secret of why the wicked sins of the reshaim fall 

down on their heads and punish them as it says “on the heads of the wicked 

they rest.” The Bais haMikdash which also represents Malchus is where we 

take the dirt from and we place into the waters to punish the Sotah. If she is 

innocent, then this physicality is rectified and refined and purified. 

She was also required to offer a minchah which reminded her of her 

sins and therefore the test by ordeal of the waters did not occur until her 

minchah was offered first. A minchah also rectifies the attribute of Malchus 

and therefore was done and offered first. Her minchah offering was made of 

barley because as chazal said “she acted like an animal [her sins were of an 

animalistic nature] let her offering be animal food,” this all serves the same 

purpose to rectify and repair the damaged physical chumrius as we explained. 

 



EMUNA 
 

Rabbi Aryeh Cohen  

          Many struggle with maintaining consistency when working on 
their Emunah and Bitachon. At times, a person feels close to Hashem. 
During Tefillah, they pour out their heart and feel Him standing there, 
listening to their every word. During the day, they recognize the 
immense hashgacha pratis as Hashem guides their every move. 
However, at other times, a person struggles to find the yad Hashem. 
While they know intellectually that Hashem is by their side, they 
struggle to feel His presence and may even feel that He has turned the 
other way. 
  
          There is a similar struggle after a yuntif. After feeling inspired and 
engaging in the avoda of the day, a person must carry that feeling with 
them into the rest of the year. Gemara Chagigah (26b) relates that 
when the  the ,שלוש רגלים  came to the Beis HaMikdash for the  רגלעולה 
kohanim would lift the to show the  שולחן  to everyone standing  לחם הפנים
in the courtyard. The Mishnah in Avos (פרק ה) relates that there were 10 
miracles that were constant in the Beis HaMikdash. Why specifically 
was the miracle of the  ?עולה רגל displayed for the  לחם הפנים
  
          The miracle of the  was that the challah would sit on  לחם הפנים
the  all week long, but always tasted fresh and delicious, as if they  שולחן
were freshly baked. When Klal Yisrael was  they ,שלוש רגלים by the  עולה רגל
felt Hashem closely by their side. The lesson contained in the לחם הפנים  
was: stay fresh. Carry the uplifting feelings from the yuntif into the year 
to stay strong and fresh in avodas Hashem. 
  
          This week's Parsha, Parshas Naso, sheds light into how this can 
be achieved. The parsha discusses the inyan of the אשה סוטה, a woman 
who is warned not to be in seclusion with another man and is accused 
of cheating on her husband. The woman is brought before the Kohen 
where she drinks the  מיי סוטה, waters that will determine her innocence 
or guilt. Either her stomach blows up, proving her guilty, or she walks 
away unscathed, blessed for her future with her husband. Immediately 
after this parsha, the Torah discusses the inyan of the Nazir, an 



individual who vows to abstain from wine, cutting his hair, and 
becoming tamei meis in order to elevate his holiness. 
  
          Rashi asks why these two seemingly unrelated ideas are 
juxtaposed in the Parsha. He quotes from Chazal that whoever sees 
an אשה סוטה in her disgrace should abstain from wine because it may lead 
to adultery. When the observer views the woman's stomach blow up, he 
thinks about what caused her sin. The סוטה אשה  obviously wasn't 
thinking clearly, possibly because she was under the influence of 
alcohol, and the observer will abstain from drinking wine. 
  
          Rav Mayer Tweraky asks why after observing the miraculous and 
severe punishment of the אשה סוטה, the observer feels the need to become 
a Nazir. On the contrary, wouldn't viewing this visceral event serve as 
enough of a deterrent to convince a person never to cheat on their 
spouse?! 
  
          He answers that the psychology of the human being is that in a 
moment of inspiration, a person feels strong and connected. However, 
that moment is fleeting, and by a day or two late, it is if it never occurred. 
Therefore, in the moment of inspiration, when the person sees the סוטה's 
stomach exploding, יזיר עצמו מן היין - he must concretize the moment by 
taking on a kabbalah that will transform his life. That change keeps the 
inspiration alive throughout the person's life, bringing them back to the 
moment of transformation. 
  
          Similarly, a day or two after Shavuos, many forget that they just 
stayed up all night learning Torah. If a person wants to bring Shavuos 
into the year, they must take on a concrete kabbalah in the area of 
learning, davening, or other mitzvos. So too, when it comes to Emunah 
and Bitachon. In those moments when a person feels close to Hashem, 
they must decide to do something different in their life from that point 
on. "I am going to have proper kavanah and think about the meaning 
of every word in Modeh Ani." "I am going to have proper kavanah in my 
brachos and every time I say Baruch Atah Hashem, I will think that 
'You are the Source of all blessings'." B'ezras Hashem Yisborach, we 
should all be zoche to have consistency in our Avodas Hashem and in 
our Emunah, always feeling Hashem by our side. 
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RADOSHITZ - 18 Sivan 
 
YOM KIPPUR 
 

The Holy Sabba Kadisha of Radoshitz once told the following tale: 
 

There was once a simple ignorant country bumpkin who came into town to observe 
Yom Kippur. 
 

He entered the shul and found the townsfolk all davening and crying before 
Hashem. He too wished he could cry tearfully and daven like them, but he simply could 
not bring himself to do so. 
 

“What should I do, my house is full of good food, I lack no source of income, I have 
health and wealth and all that I need. With nothing missing and nothing lacking what will 
bring me to tears?” 
 

Just then he remembered the good fatty stomach he used to culture the curds. 
Wait, didn’t he forget to store it down in the cool depths of the cellar?! Oh no! Surely, he 
forgot and now it will spoil! 
 

His thinking of the spoiled stomach made him so distressed that he burst into 
tears. Now that he had a good cry going, he felt new genuine sobs and tears of true remorse 
welling up inside him over past sins and misdeeds. He had awoken his heart to truly repent 
and cry and weep for teshuvah. 
 

And so he cried all Yom Kippur long to rectify himself and for a tikkun for his soul. 
 

Using the story above the holy Gradzisker Rebbe continued: 
 

In order to explain the pasuk (Shemos 29:1) “This is the action you should take and 
what you should do to sanctify them,” the Midrash Rabbah (Tetzaveh 38:4) cites the 
pasuk “קחו עמכם דברים – take words with you,” saying that they told Hashem, we don’t 
know how to [sanctify ourselves properly,] Hashem answered them ‘cry and pray before 
Me and I shall accept [your avodah and teshuva’]. 
 

Why does the Midrash juxtapose these two pesukim next to each other, what is the 
connection being made between the action we need to take and the crying and praying to 
Hashem with words? 
 

The author of the Midrash wants to understand the connection between action and 
sanctification, isn’t sanctification of korbanos achieved through required thought rather 
than action? If a sacrificial offering is brought with all the proper acts that fulfill all 
halachic requirements and criteria however one foreign improper thought renders the 
offering – pigul and unwanted. However the pasuk implies that some kind of act is what 



sanctifies the korban, therefore the Midrash cites a pasuk that what Hashem wants is take 
words with you to Hashem, saying that really all matters of avodah, be it davening or 
sacrificial offerings are all really about the thoughts and intentions behind the act. If a 
person studies Torah or davens really loudly with great enthusiasm but with ulterior 
motives and improper thoughts then his avodah too is pigul – and unwanted.  
 

If however his loud enthusiastic cries are done for the sake of awakening and 
rousing himself to do a proper accounting and reckoning of his past misdeeds for self 
correction, to awaken him to do teshuva and repent and return and purify his heart to 
fulfill Hashem’s Divine will, then such loud cries are also beneficial and good. 
 

This is the meaning of our story, that by simple acts lacking any lofty thought 
process behind them, to reach and achieve high lofty spiritual levels and rectify your soul. 
 

However, he who serves up an avodah with pasul thoughts, ulterior selfish motives 
and improper thoughts of self aggrandizement, arrogance and similar thoughts his avodah 
is pigul – unwanted and undesired by Hashem. 
 

For example, he who studies Torah and davens and finds that afterwards he is 
heartbroken and feels humbled by the experience this is a good sign of purity of direction 
and action. His avodah will help him reach completion. 
If however, after his avodah of Torah and Tefilah he feels great, haughty and arrogant, 
saying to himself ‘ha, look at me and my davening and my learning, see what I 
accomplished,’ thinking to himself ‘Baruch Hashem look at what I achieved and succeeded 
in learning and davening today!’ with false pride this is detestable behavior and such 
avodah is pigul – disgusting thoughts are abominable to Hashem. 
 

The sacrificial offerings of korbanos were all meant to draw a person closer to 
Hashem with humility and subjugation and lowliness as the holy ancestor the Apta Rav 
explained that when bringing a korban the Kohanim would engage the person in 
conversation back and forth regarding his sins and past misdeeds, raking him over the 
coals until they broke down his spirit and he was truly heartbroken over his sins. That is 
truly how a korban atones for sin as Chazal say Berachos 12b if a person transgressed and 
is embarrassed by what he did wrong he is forgiven for all his sins. 
 

That is what the Midrash meant take your words and repent and return to 
Hashem, cry out and daven before Me and I shall accept it, this way the Midrash interprets 
the pasuk that what must be done to sanctify a person, what act is needed to create 
kedusha, it is the act of subjugation, lowering oneself in humility and being broken 
hearted. The primary objective is not the act alone of offering the sacrifice rather taking 
the words, repenting and returning to Hashem by crying out and davening before Him 
broken heartedly, this is what sanctifies the act.  
 
Binas Yisroel – Tetzaveh – Rav Yisroel of Gradzisk HY”D 
 



KEDUSHAS ERETZ YISROEL OF HIS DWELLING 
 

The Radoshitzer Rebbe’s descendants had a tradition that he used to often say that 
he had sanctified all the rooms in his home with the kedushah of Eretz Yisroel. Even a 
rotting floorboard or a splinter from the beams of the rooms that fell to the ground was 
kept and never thrown away. He would place these in geniza as one does with tashmishei 
kedusha. 
 
THE ARCHITECTURE OF TZADDIKIM 
 

The Dayan and Moreh Tzedek of Warsaw once told story he had heard from a 
reliable source: 
 

The Poritz and ruler of Radom once visited the Radoshitzer seeking his blessings 
and salvation, upon seeing the hovel and ruin that the tzaddik called home, he was very 
dismayed. The house was small and in disrepair and so he told the rebbe that he wished 
to help him expand the house and rebuild it, adding a few rooms. The rebbe however 
declined and explained that he did not wish to move or change a thing, even the stones in 
the ground. He explained to his followers and close Chassidim that before he built his 
home he was visited by Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel, the Apta Rav author of Ohev 
Yisroel as well as by Rav Meir of Apta, author of Ohr LeShomayim and with their staves 
they sketched on the ground, marking the location and plans for his home. Therefore, he 
wished to make no change to their holy plans. 

 
** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 

 

18 Sivan, is the yahrzeit of the Sava Kadisha of Radoshitz, 
Rav Yissachor Dov Ber ben Rav Yitzchok zy'a. The following is 
a segula niflah badok um’enusah from him. If someone is in 
an "eis tzorah", they should give no less than 19 perutas to 
tzedaka and light a candle for his neshama, and say the posuk: 
 and you (Ha'azinu 32, 28) כי גוי אבד עצות המה ואין בהם תבונה
will be saved from all tzar. This can be done anytime, not just 
on the yahrzeit. 
 
 

Zechuso Yagen Aleinu! 
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world. Simply tap to pray and Abraham’s Legacy will give you the next chapter in the 

global count. App created l’shem shamayim – no cost. 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/abrahams-legacy/id1456107110?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.abraham.legacy
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Sun. 12 pm - 12 am | Mon. - Thu. 12 pm - 12 am
Fri. 12 pm - 8:30 pm | Shabbos/Sat. 5 pm - 1 am

1 Main Street • Monsey, N.Y. 10952
ON THE CORNER OF ROUTE 59 & 306
845-CARE-365 | 845-371-7200

SUMMER HOURS OF OPERATION:

Last patient check-in is 10 minutes before hours listed

As we reopen our community, it’s time to elevate our focus on your wellbeing. 
All of our medical providers are IN – in fact, they never left – especially during 
the peak of the pandemic.

We’ve enhanced the way we practice medicine so that we can safely take care 
of all your medical needs. 

FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND & CONFIDENCE IN YOUR SAFETY:
Every day, per CDC guidelines and even exceeding them - the entire 
Care365 facility is sanitized;

All exam rooms and touchable spaces are thoroughly wiped down and 
cleaned between visits; 

Extra medical staff – to expedite patient care;

All patients and their needs are met confidentially, quickly, efficiently 
and safely.

As our community reopens, all of us at Care365 feel an overwhelming sense of 
gratitude for Hashem’s guiding light and siyata d’shemaya. We are extremely 
grateful and appreciate how the community and our employees came together 
for our patients and each other.

As our businesses and Shuls open – and medical health information becomes a 
vital tool for inclusion and admission, we are honored for the tremendous 
positive feedback Care365 received on the quick administration and lab results 
response for our Covid-19 Antibody testing.

We want you safe, we want you healthy, and most of all….
We want you to feel Cared for – 365 days a year.

ANTIBODY
TESTING

Mon - Thur we will
also open at 12:00pm 

NO
APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY

FDA-APPROVED



one-stop
shop

W E  A R E  YO U R

TO  M A R K E T I N G  S U C C E S S

Ramapost

382 Route 59 Suite 264

Airm
ont, NY

10952

845.369.9600  |  info@ramapost.com  |  www.Ramapost.com

          382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952

MARKETING DESIGN

PRINT MAIL

WE ARE A ONE-STOP ADDRESS FOR ALL 

YOUR MARKETING, GRAPHIC DESIGN, 

PRINTING & MAILING NEEDS.
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