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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

[lluminating Man’s Inner World

THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA

Parshas VaYeshev - The Face in the Window

It is a moment that is filled with deep emotional
resonance and speaks to the most significant of bonds
between fathers and sons. Yosef Hatzaddik returns to
the near empty house of Potifar, INDX7N NIWVY7 - to do
his work. This somewhat ambiguous phraseology is
understood by some of the Amoraim to connote that
Yosef had nefarious thoughts in mind and sought to
engage in an inappropriate relationship with the wife of
Potifar (Sotah 36b). At some point, Yosef, despite the
consequences and great personal sacrifice that would
in fact be brought to bear, escaped from the grasp of
19'019 NWN. Chazal as quoted by Rashi said that the
critical moment that allowed for Yosef’s decisiveness
was "IN 7¢ i'T NINT i7 N'%Y - the image of his
father appeared to him.

If all that we had at our disposal was the Rashi in front
of us, I believe that the sensitive reader would still be
moved by the concept of ‘seeing’ the likeness of one’s
father at the most critical moments of one’s life. It is
an imagery that carries with it enormous emotional and
psychological heft. With that said the medrash and the
gemarah from which Rashi draws adds in one word that
in my estimation even further deepens what I can only
imagine Yosef had experienced. That word is [I7N1 - in
the window. Namely that Yosef saw the image of his
father at that moment hovering in the window.

What is it about the face of his father specifically in the
window that captures my imagination? I can only say
what comes up for me and I do so without in any way
proscribing these same sentiments to Yosef Hatzaddik.
Seeing Yaakov’s face in the |I7Nn feels like Yosef looking
back. It feels wistful and retrospective. It is Yosef
remembering where he came from and what his roots
were. It is a reflection on the values from home and
upbringing. It is a memory of Yaakov and before him
Yitzchak and Avraham on who’s collective ideals Yosef
was weaned. It is a moment of looking back, clarifying
from where he came and realizing with great certainty
that any relationship with 19'019 NWX served as a
complete violation of the values upon which he was

raised. To me that is the face of Yaakov in the window.

The first time I encountered this addition of the
medrash was when I first read Rav Soloveitchiks’s Ish
Halakha written in 1944 three years after his father’s
passing. The inscription of the book simply stated,
‘at that moment the image of his father came to him
and appeared before him in the window’. To me this
was the Rav writing his first sefer and reflecting on his
relationship with his father and on his own place in the
lineage of the exalted Soloveitchik family. The window
is retrospective.

A colleague whose insight I respect saw the imagery of
the window in a way that was almost the diametrical
opposite from my own perspective. He believed that
the image of the window is that of looking into the
future. The INIX - window in Noah’s teiva was a sign
of hope that the mabul would in fact come to an
end. The mother of Sisera peered out of the window
in anticipation of her son’s return. The necessity of
windows in a shul are in part to connect the shul to
Yerushalayim and to the n7IX). Perhaps seeing Yaakov
specifically in the |I'7n is a reminder to Yosef to clearly
contemplate the future. What would his role be in the
N-1101Y if he allowed himself to compromise his values
with the wife of Potifar? Where would he stand vise
vie his father and brothers when ultimately down the
road the familial reunion came to pass? This forward-
looking image of what Yosef ‘saw’ at that moment
suggested by my colleague is in fact expressed in the
above mentioned gemarah in Sotah.

NN (I7N2 17 NDRN AR 7W 171" T NNIND NYY NNINA
71X DN ANRIETIOR AR 7V 12ND'W )'NX ['T'NY 01" 17
NnNIT VN Xy7ni 0NN \NY nNn'y

What Yaakov somehow communicated to Yosef was the
question as to what Yosef wanted his future to look like.
Do you want your name removed from the Choshen?
Do you want to be known as a friend to women of ill
repute? Yaakov’s appearance in the |I7n, according to
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

this approach represents contemplation of the future
and the resolute behavior that that contemplation
breeds as opposed to signifiying reminiscences of the
past. (As a side note I was curious why one person’s
mind goes to the wistful and retrospective place
while another person’s thoughts steer them towards
something more forward thinking)

Which perspective about the significance of the
window is correct? Perhaps both and perhaps neither.
Perhaps this is just my mind bringing a certain deeply
poetic meaning to something that is far simpler. Maybe
Yaakov’s face was actually seen in the window, but
the window per se doesn’t have some extraordinary
meaning. Sometimes a window is in fact just a window.
Maybe that’s why Rashi in Chumash does not quote
the line verbatim and doesn’t mention the window.
Obviously, these are questions that have no answers.

Withthat said, these two approachestothe nature of the
window makes one think about different dimensions of
experiencing time. Is there a value of reflecting on the
past and thinking about the future? Of course. Ideas
such as regret, understanding from where one has
come (a NNINOD Nd9L), intense cheshbon hanefesh and
the like all occupy an important place in the corpus of
Jewish learning and in man’s consciousness. A person
who can figuratively see their parents and grandparents
in the window and who can understand their roots and
the significance of their mesorah lives a qualitatively
different religious existence.

The reverse of that is also true. Chazal champions
a person who is 17130 NN nXN (has foresight), who
understands where the body’s ultimate end lies, and
who is nVIW'7 NoxN (awaits the days of Redemption).
Thoughtful man does not live for this moment alone
but is constantly weighing the effects of his behavior
and decisions on the future of his life and the lives of
his descendants. In a way we are always looking both
backwards and forwards through our own personal
windows and portals.

At the same time, ultimately man is charged with living
fully in the present moment. It is clear in the writings
of the Rambam and others that an overemphasis on
regret for past misdeeds can be crippling. We all know
people who are so busy speaking about ‘the way that
things used to be’ that they are at constant odds with

the current realities of their lives. There are people
who, to their detriment, are always peering backwards
through the window to a different earlier time and who
either can’t or won’t let the past rest peacefully. The
effect is almost always a lack of genuine simcha and
contentment.

Similarly, while we value being forward thinking and
both reflective and responsible about the future, that
also comes with its own dangers. Different levels
of anxiety, obsessive thinking, the need to control,
stinginess, being overly cautious and risk adverse and
other behaviors and mindsets are all outgrowths of a
person who lives too much in the future. The person
who is continuously peering through the window of
tomorrow finds themselves disadvantaged in being
able to live simply and joyously in the present moment.

As usual, the Torah, Chazal and the Rishonim say it best.
Rashi on the pasuk )'j7178 ’n OX n'nn 0'NN (Devarim
18:13) says that:

N71,i709x¥01,MN'NN1IAY 37000 'N7X8 ‘N DY A'nn 0'Nn
MN'AN 7247 A"7Y R 20 72 R7Y ,NITDYN DX 70D
H770A IRY DINA T

Walk with G-d simply and trust him. Don’t obsess over
the future. Rather everything that happens to you
accept it with faith and simplicity and through this you
will be with Him.

Man, perhaps like Yosef Hatzadik, looks both backwards
and forwards in receiving inspiration, and in shaping
our values, identities, and future courses of action. At
the same time, we seek the peacefulness of spirit to
allow us to live simply and faithfully with HKB’H within
the figurative four walls of our own n'a.

Have a restful and meaningful Shabbos and a Chag
Sameach.

I welcome any feedback to this Dvar Torah or any other thoughts
that you might have. I can be contacted at blass@yu.edu.
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

nwna

great dilemma: These Parshios are filled with

so many lessons for us, and we really want to

expound upon them and bring them to the
forefront of our minds. On the other hand, how can we
just ignore the glorious Yom Tov of Chanukah, with its
myriad life-lessons for Yidden to see the light (pardon
the pun)? How do you choose? I thought and thought
and slowly I felt myself being drawn to feel the nwpa of
AT OTd PMm AT Awn newy SR oy in facing the
world and its nnim. We could all use a miracle at this
point, the kind that would be 75m o to light up our
world shrouded in darkness that comes from too many
places. So Chanukabh it is 7'oa.

What did the Yevanim really want? To understand the
real pmy, beyond the Mitzvos they tried to prevent
us from doing and their inexplicable being xnvn the

Mikdash instead of destroying it, we turn to the Maharal.
The Medrash (BR’R 2:4) teaches that the -win that
enveloped the world refers to the Yavan who ordered
us to write Sx w2 'pbxa pbn S PR Mwn 11p by — on the horn
of a bull that we have no part in the G-d of Israel. The
Mabharal elucidates that the ~mw is the grown up by,
used by Klal Yisroel as they committed the cardinal sin
of at the foot of the mountain, having just received the
Torah. The Yevanim held that the status of the “Chosen
Nation” that Klal Yisroel HAD was forever taken away
from them because of the 5y - we can no longer claim
that Hashem is the 5w pbx. This contrived deception
was adopted by other religions also vying to establish
their validity: The Jews lost it, and we took their place.
In Yiddish we say: qwaxn wbysaxp onx - not going to
bother to translate that. The Yevanim argued in their
theological debate that the NEW chosen people must
be the intellectuals — who else could it be? That meant
them, as they were famous for 1> nnon. (I try and think
that’s the meaning of o nx nan, which usually means

VOL. 1/ISSUE 64 X”apn1ypd 17>

a debate, an argument.) They used the catastrophe of
the Sy as their theme for usurping Yisroel (see Maharal
Ner Mitzvah p. 15). This was also their underlying
reason for the oyawn punn, translating the Torah into
Greek, as if it was theirs 1"n. This gives an additional
understanding to (1:X) omo naon that teaches that the
tragedy of the ounn is compared to Sapn xon.

One of the m n the “sophisticated intellectuals” made
was 71>nn 10avd Hyan - every bride had to submit to the
Yevani Governor on the night of her wedding before she
could be with her husband. The Gemara (Shabbos 23a)
says that women are required to light Neiros Chanukah
because ©1311mxX2 ¥ 179X - they too were “involved” in
the 1. Many of us know that the Rishonim argue as to
what exactly that means. Some say that they too were
SAVED by the o3, while others say it means that they
were the SAVIORS that contributed to the o1. Rashi in
Shabbos (ibid) assumes BOTH, and says the Yevanim
targeted the brides (as above) and he refers to the fact
that a woman (nmm) killed a Yevani. The first Mishna
in Kesubos states that the Chachamim set a time for
m",na to get married on *y'ann ov (see there for reasons).
However, at the time of the above mm, the Chachamim
advised everyone to push up the Chasuna date earlier
in the week to thwart the advances of the governor. We
wonder, how did that work? The governor will come
on »a7n ov, and inquire where is the Chasuna only
to be told it was already, you’re too late. Does anyone
think his response was: Oh! Mazel Tov, Gezunt and
Nachas from the Kinder and head back home? The
answer is based on a Medrash (Shir Hashirim) on the
Pasuk (1:12) 1™ 101 77112002 Ponnw T - while the king
was at his party, the spice gave forth its bad odor. The
Medrash compares the Syn xon to a nnrmw nb during
her own wedding. The Matan Torah was our wedding,
and dancing to the %y (as all i nmay) is constantly

MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have
chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yissochor. B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan's
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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

compared to infidelity throughout Tanach. So it seems
that this nm was not just motivated by animalistic lust,
but it was an attempt to make every wedding a replica
of the byn xvn, and instill the union with nxmv forever.
See Maharsha (Kesubos 7b) that the Beracha recited
under the Chuppah of pwrp1 nmn »1 by Hxwr my wipn,
seems to be out of order. pwrTp precedes nmn - because
by Matan Torah, when Hashem held Har Sinai over
our heads — the nmn - and then He gave us the Torah
— the ring for pwrp. Yidden want EVERY Chuppah to
be a replica of Matan Torah, while the Yevanim want
EVERY Chuppah to be a replica of “yn xon. Thus, the
second night does not correspond to the Eigel.

There is a nyapn nvw in Kesubos (12a) that quotes
Rav Yonason, who explains the odd Minhag in Yehuda
about a Chosson and Kallah. The a1 m of pmanb Syan
focused on the region of Yehudah, more than other
places, because the Yevanim knew that from Yehuda
will come mwn who will redeem Yisroel and judge
the nation of Eisav (see Gevuros Yitzchok Chanukah
1 my). The words of the Rambam (Chanukah 3:1) in
describing what the Yevanim did to us are: o wwm
ommaan onnna. We might suggest another pmy in this
based on the Halacha in Shulchan Aruch (O.C 417:1)
that women have the Minhag not to do nax>n on Rosh
Chodesh, and it is a 2w amn. This is based on a Pirkei
D’Rav Eliezer (45) that teaches that the women did
not want or allow their gold to be used for making
the iy, and therefore they were given an “extra” Yom
Tov of Rosh Chodesh in this world and an extra 1ow in
xan o>y (see Eliyahu Rabbah O.C ibid for what their
reward will be). If so, the women cannot be faulted for
the %, and the Yevanim could not disqualify them.
It would make sense, then, that the Yevanim invested
extra effort to being xnvn the Sxw» nua with their
Gezairos, and have them participate in their own xvn
Swn. This also somehow connects with one of the

Mitzvos the Yevanim tried to prevent — Rosh Chodesh.
Rav Tzadok Hakohein explains, in so many places, that
Rosh Chodesh is the symbol of rebirth; it represents
the ability to come back after being diminished to near
nothing and growing into a full moon that can light
up the darkest night. Our using the lunar calendar -
it is even our first Mitzvah, own wx1 o wnn - is to
encourage us, to strengthen our resolve to fulfill all 613
Mitzvos DESPITE sometimes missing the mark. The
Yevanim promoted the idea of one strike and you're out
- FOREVER - while we Yidden hold that you are not
out EVEN after three strikes. We look heavenward to
the Levana, and realize that Hashem gave us a monthly
reminder that nawnn 285 Tmyn 127 P PR, we can come
back and we will. They wanted us to think that our
Mikdash still stands, but it is of no use, it is xnv and
FOREVER disqualified. So, Hashem made the ywn o1
- which was not necessary because mya mamn nxmv
as Mefarshim point out - sending the message, loud
and clear that the Shechina returned to the place, to the
people that you hoped were cast out and permanently
rejected, removing the darkness you subjected them to.

What we need to see in the flames of our Menorahs is
the hope, despite all odds, the little sheep outnumbered
o'oyn Ta o2 was still able to prevail. The hope that the
ultimate n»an nonn will happen 1pa and wn 2 of the
Geulah will be ours forever.

Among those that are nyw ooyn.

»Prfir IV

/mf >b prp
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Please identify — X2 70

Is it possible that a person would sin for the sake of Heaven? Is
it possible that a person intends to do a good thing and it turns
out bad? Are there possibilities like this where the person will
be so confused between good and evil, how can we know when
it is good and when it is bad?
There is an expression, ‘the road to Gehinnom is paved with
good intentions’, and we wonder, how is this possible? If the
person has a good intention, how can the result of this be that
he falls into the depths of Gehinnom? The answer is: Definitely
yes! A person can err in his intention, make a mistake in his way
and confuse good and bad, to think he is doing something
proper when in actuality he is doing something bad.
In our parsha we learn about the incident of Tamar, who
through devotion established offspring through Yehuda, even if
we do not agree with her method of doing this. Chazal tell us
and testify that her intent was lesheim shamayim, and so she
merited having kingship descend from her. Another woman is
mentioned in the parsha, the wife of Potiphar. Surely you ask,
what is the connection between the two women? Rashi
HaKodesh tells us the connection (to 39:1), ‘Why is the descent
of Yehuda juxtaposed to the sale of Yosef? In order to juxtapose
the actions of the wife of Potiphar with the actions of Tamar. To
tell you, just as Tamar acted for the sake of Heaven, so too, did
the wife of Potiphar act for the sake of Heaven., for she saw
through her astrology that she was destined to establish sons
through Yosef, but she did not know if they would be born from
her or from her daughter.” After we learn these words of Rashi,
we wonder, how is this possible? A few posukim later (40:1)
Rashi calls her ‘arurah’ — ‘that cursed one’, and here he tells us
that her intent was for Heaven?!
It is as we have said, it is possible to commit the severest sins
and still think that we are doing them for the sake of Heaven. If
so, then the question remains, how do we know when this is
correct and when it is mistaken? A person is close to himself and
sometimes we cannot decide for ourselves what is proper and
what is not. The answer is: We only have the words of the Torah
and halacha, therefore, when a Jew has a doubt, he must ask
advice from Gedolim. This is why the Tanna said (Avos 1:6)
‘accept a Rav upon yourself and remove yourself from sin’.

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayeishev

-
' O ‘\
English Edition |
s
Vayeishev
5781
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No.

545.443

nnawnn 2%

‘How can | repay Hashem’ — "a7 2'wx an'

| try to buy used furniture for the house. | look and wait for good
quality items, of course at a low price, and this is how we save a lot of
money. | patiently waited for a six-door sandwich wood cabinet until |
found one in good condition in a neighborhood a little far away, but
the price was only 600 shekel to start...
| asked my sister who did not live far from there to check it out and
see if the cabinet was in good condition as described by the seller or
perhaps, he was just trying to get rid of it...
After examining it, my sister called me and assured me that the
cabinet appeared to be in new condition. | asked my sister to give him
200 shekel on account and | arranged with the owner that | would pay
the balance when | picked up the cabinet.
After Shabbos | went with a friend to my father’s house and | took his
large car so | could transport the cabinet and we went on our way. We
arrived and | saw that the cabinet was indeed very nice. But then |
realized that it was not made of sandwich wood as described, but
rather of chipboard which | would not have bothered even a minute.
The owner began to yell at me that | promised to take it and that the
apartment had to be empty by the next day, but | claimed that we had
discussed sandwich wood and not chipboard, and not only that But |
troubled my sister, and | borrowed my father’s car, and it got worse
when | asked for my money back.
Then an amazing thing happened, my friend who came to help me said
that his sister just called him asking if he had a cabinet for her, “I will
add 200 shekel” and we took the cabinet to his sister. The seller was
pleased as was | since at least | did a chesed for someone and | did not
go to the trouble for nothing, and my friend was happy for his sister.
We loaded the cabinet in the car, and we left.
As we left, my friend told me to find a garbage dump. | asked him why,
and he explained that he did not have a sister looking for a cabinet,
but he wanted to avoid a chilul Hashem, so he agreed to buy the
cabinet so there would be no argument.Now, after all the trouble, he
wanted to toss it out?! | called a friend, a Rosh Kollel, to see if he knew
anyone needing a cabinet. He thought and recalled someone saying,
“If 1 only had a six-door cabinet!!!” He gave me the number and we
delivered the cabinet. He was in tears and he praised Hashem when
he heard all the details. We are all pleased as our effort was not for
nothing. About a week later, | got a call from a relative who was
leaving the country and asked if | wanted to take anything from the
apartment that he was leaving. | got there and among other things
was a wooden six-door cabinet that could not have been better. |
thanked Hashem for all the kindness He bestowed on me.
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A chapter of faith in the life of the
Tzaddik
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The officer of the cupbearers did not remember Yosef, and he
forgot him. (40:23)
Rashi explains: And he forgot him — since Yosef depended on him
to remember him, he had to remain imprisoned two more years,
as it says (Tehillim 40:5) n19 X71 INVAN 'N DY WK 12N UK
'D'ann 77X — ‘Fortunate is the man who has placed his reliance
upon Hashem, and has not turned to the arrogant ones’. This
means and he did not rely upon Egypt, which is called the
arrogant one.
At a cursory glance, it is not possible to understand the meaning
of Rashi’s words as it seems that the beginning and the end
contradict each other. At first, he brings down that Yosef was
punished and had to be imprisoned for an additional two years
because he placed his trust in the officer of the cupbearers. Then
he proves his words with the posuk ‘Fortunate is the man who
has placed his reliance upon Hashem, and has not turned to the
arrogant one’, and it praises Yosef for not trusting in Egypt who
are called arrogant. We have a contradiction instead of a proof?!
Perhaps we can resolve the issue based on the explanation of
Rebbe Moshe Dovid of Tchortikov zy”a who asked on the
passage before us, since the Torah relates that the officer of the
cupbearers did not ‘remember’ Yosef, then we automatically
know ‘he forgot him’, so what is the Torah teaching by repeating
‘and he forgot him’? He answers that the word ‘vayishkacheihu’
is referring to Yosef, that he caused the matter to be forgotten
from the heart of the officer of the cupbearers, since Yosef chose
incorrectly by asking a favor of a flesh and blood person. To
someone on a high level like Yosef HaTzaddik, this is considered
a flaw in his bitachon, therefore, he prayed to HaKadosh Baruch
Hu that the officer of the cupbearers should forget his request,
and his salvation should not come about through his effort,
rather, only through HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself.
The words of the Tchortikov Rebbe resolve the meaning of the
posuk and can now be seen directly from the posuk. After the
‘sar hamashkin’ recognized Yosef’s great wisdom, it would have
been fitting for him to go to Pharaoh on his own as soon as he
was freed to inform him of the ‘amazing man’ he met in prison,
tell him that the man did not miss a thing in his interpretation of
his dream and the dream of the chief baker, he was completely
accurate. Then he would have had to advocate for him to
remove him from the pit and bring him to the palace, even
without Yosef requesting this, since at the end of the day, he was
bestowed with amazing wisdom. Without a doubt, he would be a
great asset to the kingdom of Egypt.
In actuality we see that even after Yosef requested this, the sar
hamashkin did not remember anything of this. It was only two
years later that he remembered ‘the interpreter of dreams’. This
is truly amazing as to how the sar hamashkin could forget all this
and not do anything for Yosef, unless we explain it like the holy
Rebbe, that Yosef HaTzaddik regretted his action and prayed to
HaKadosh Baruch Hu that his words should not have an
impression on the sar hamashkin and he should do anything on
his behalf. It was quite possible that had Yosef not requested
this, then the sar hamashkin would have tried to free him and
Yosef wanted no part of his efforts. He did not want him to exert
any effort on his behalf because then people would say it was his
effort and Yosef only wanted salvation to come entirely from
Heaven.
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His holy words also shed light on the difficult words of Rashi. Based on
them we can now say that Rashi’s intent was that Yosef had to remain
imprisoned for another two years not as a punishment for relying on
the sar hamashkin, rather, this is his intent: Because he relied on the
sar hamashkin to remember him, this caused him to decide that he
had not acted properly, so he prayed to HaKadosh Baruch Hu that he
forget these words from his heart. And so, his prayer made an
impression and caused the sar hamashkin to forget. Therefore, he had
to remain imprisoned for another two years, then the sar hamashkin
was aroused to save Yosef, without any effort on the part of Yosef.
Now we can understand quite well the rest of Rashi’s words when he
says, ‘Fortunate is the man who has placed his reliance upon Hashem
and has not turned to the arrogant one’. These words are directly at
Yosef who asked that his salvation come about only through his
complete reliance on HaKadosh Baruch Hu and he did not rely on
Egypt which is called the arrogant one.

The same way that the holy Tchortikover explained about Yosef was
also described about Rebbe Aharon of Zitamir zy”a [ a descendant of
the Baal Shem Tov].

Rebbe Aharon was bitterly poor, he did not even have money to hire
teachers for his children. However, as long as they needed nothing
more than to learn the letters and the vowels, his wife took it upon
herself to teach them. But when they got older and they had to learn
Chumash and other limudei Kodesh, the wife pleaded with her
husband to do something for his children since this was his obligation
to be concerned about their education.

Rebbe Aharon was very bothered by this knowing that he did not have
a penny in his pocket. He decided that on Shabbos Kodesh he would
interrupt the reading of the Torah and he would present his situation
publicly so that the people of the city would know his distress and
they would be concerned for the education of his children. From
thought to deed, and on Shabbos Kodesh he stopped the reading of
the Torah, and the townspeople heard his voice describing his difficult
situation, and he requested that they come to help him.

The congregation was moved by his words, and they placed his burden
upon themselves, for then they knew that a holy man dwells among
them and they had not thought about the welfare of him and his
family at all. Therefore, they decided that after Shabbos they would
call a meeting and they would decide how they would support the
holy Rebbe and supply all his needs.

After davening, Rebbe Aharon reconsidered and decided that he had
not acted properly by asking flesh and blood people to help him and
he did not rely on Hashem for salvations. In order to correct this flaw,
he placed his hand on the mezuzah on the doorpost and asked of
Hashem Yisbarach that the townspeople forget about the meeting. His
request was accepted and that is what happened, after Shabbos the
matter was forgotten from all the people.

This is the way of the Tzaddikim and holy people, that according to
their worth they did not need any effort. However, even people like us
who do need to put in effort, there is something to learn from this,
that it is incumbent on everyone to check his nature before exerting
effort, and to know how much effort he much exert. For if he does not
do a correct assessment so as not to accumulate more than he needs.
The amount of effort appropriate for the person is to satisfy the will of
Yisbarach, but not to try harder than he has to.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayieshev - Chanukah 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

The Positive Influenace of the High Holidays Is Concealed in the North
and Revealed when the Candles Are Lit on Chanukah in the North

In honor of the upcoming eight days of Chanukah, it is with
great pleasure that we will explore several issues related to the
mitzvah of lighting the Chanukah candles. Let us begin with
the pertinent passage from the Gemara (Shabbas 21b):

1DA2AWOW ... J19N K220 AO1MT A1 1SU53 77593 1339 11NT ,A0uN KR
,DIMEAT ANRITAWR 13 N19YA TN2awST Do Ay manwn s 1Rnw Yooy o
7 RY1,5173 119 YW 1anIna i nw 1aw Y TR 98 RYR INgn X1 1pTa
NARN Y'Y 0% 1T 1aRn 1pTT U213 WY TR 01 5YTaY KR 12
JARTI Y 09310 0o mINYYT DIYap

“What is Chanukah? The Rabbis taught that on the 25"
day of Kislev, the days of Chanukah commence, eight days in
all... for when the Greeks entered the Heichal (Sanctuary),
they contaminated all of the oils in the Heichal; and when
the Chashmonean dynasty triumphed and defeated them,
they searched and could only find a single flask of oil
that was hidden with the Kohen Gadol’s seal on it; it only
contained enough oil to kindle the menorah for one day; a
miracle occurred with it, and they were able to kindle with
it for eight days. In the following year, they established
and rendered these days as days of Yom Tov, characterized
by the recital of Hallel and expressions of gratitude.”

Rashi explains that it is our established practice to recite
Hallel and “Ahl HaNissim” on all eight days of Chanukah.
The latter is recited in Shemoneh Esreh, in the “berachah
of gratitude”--"q% wumx mrmm”. It is called the “berachah of
gratitude,” because it expresses our gratitude to Hashem for all
the good He bestows upon us daily—in the evening, morning
and afternoon. We also recite “Ahl HaNissim” in Birkas
HaMazon. We will endeavor to explain why our blessed sages
found it appropriate to recite both Hallel and an expression of

gratitude in association with the miracle of Chanukah.

Additionally, we will focus on the Gemara’s statement: “They
searched and could only find a single flask of oil that was
hidden with the Kohen Gadol’s seal onit.” The commentaries
find this fact perplexing. How did this single flask of oil happen
to be in the Heichal? Was it customary for the Kohen Gadol to
produce oil for the kindling of the menorah? Furthermore, was
it customary for him to place his seal on it?

Aside from saying Hallel and the expression of gratitude, our
blessed sages also instituted the lighting of candles on all eight days
of Chanukah. This is taught in the following Gemara (ibid.):

1T, TART AN Y2 92 1997, 10931 WON T2 191 N1en L s un”
AMA TYIRT INDR MY PYYTR TIWRT D1 DTIRIN NRY MR AT e
U9 eI YR IRDR ARR YT TR 817,590 S vt e

The Rabbis teach us that this mitzvah can be fulfilled in
three different ways, i.e. three different levels of observance:
(1) the simplest—each person lights one candle each night
for his entire household, "in"a1 wx 727, (2) a higher level of
observance (mehadrin)—each member of the household lights
a Chanukah candle for himself, "Ry 2K 5% =27, and thirdly (3)
the choicest method of fulfilling this mitzvah (mehadrin min
hamehadrin)—Ilighting a single candle on the first night of
Chanukah and adding an additional candle with each successive
night, "1 aom”.
According to Beis Shamai, the “mehadrin min hamehadrin”

(This is the viewpoint of Beis Hillel.

method requires lighting eight candles on the first night and
one less candle on each successive night.) This triple format is
not found in any other Rabbinically-ordained mitzvah. Hence,
our sacred sources labor to explain why our blessed sages saw
fit to establish three alternative methods for the observance of
the mitzvah of “ner Chanukah”?
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Additionally, the Gemara specifies (ibid.): mgn moum =2
"yinan s nna by amany—it is a mitzvah to place the “ner
Chanukah” at the doorway to one’s house, on the outside.
Regarding the specific location, we are taught (ibid. 22a): anx”
RFR 37,9 M Ko N 51en nava aneany men nonn a1 nan
15 bRAwn KNSV INRYR 9AK naTr YRMY 27,170 9aR K317 e
Jenon i YRnwn noun maxane Rabbah said: To perform the
mitzvah properly, the Chanukah candles should be placed
within a “tefach” of the doorway. And where exactly does
he place them? Rav Acha the son of Rava said: On the right
side; Rav Shmuel from Difti said: On the left side. And the
halachah is the left side; so that the Chanukah candles will
be on the left and the mezuzah will be on the right. We will
endeavor to explain the rationale for kindling the menorah on
the left side of the doorway.

The Amazing Connection between Parshas
Vayeishev and the Miracle of Chanukah

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by introducing
the sacred words of the Bas Ayin in parshas Vayeishev. He
demonstrates the amazing connection between parshas
Vayeishev and the miracle of Chanukah by referring to the
passage related to Yehudah and Tamar (Bereishis 38, 24):

0 MmOt AYS Ann N ARy b e pwen wibwnas o

SRRY A DR Y RO AR K1 JIWAT INROT DT AR Doty
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Jaaa e mnna 8 19 Sy 5 hann e KR T 2901, avRA

And it was after about three months, it was told to
Yehudah as follows, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has
committed harlotry, and moreover, behold, she is pregnant
by harlotry. Yehudah said, “Take her out and let her be
burned!” She was being taken out, and she sent word to her
father-in-law, saying, “By the man to whom these belong I
am pregnant.” And she said, “Recognize, if you please, to
whom this signet, this wrap and this staff belong.” Yehudah
recognized them and said, “She is right; it is from me, since
I did not give her to Sheilah, my son.”

TheBasAyinpointsouttheallusioninherentinthese pesukim
to the festival of Chanukah. Yehudah represents HKB”H. This is
consistent with the teaching in the Zohar hakadosh (Lech Lecha
89b) that HKB”H inserted all four letters of the name Havaya in
the name Yehudah--"11m. The additional letter “dalet” in his
name alludes to David HaMelech. Tamar, on the other hand,

Shvilei Pinches

represents the congregation of Yisrael, as it is written (Shir
HaShirim 7, 8): "man% nnn= 9nn1p nxr"—such is your stature,
likened to a towering palm tree (“tamar”). Furthermore,
the Bas Ayin brings down in the name of the Arizal that the
final sealing of the judgment of the Yamim Noraim—the High
Holidays—is extended until Chanukah. This is also taught in
the Zera Kodesh (Chanukah Third Night):

19751 9131, 87919751 D153 TRUAMAT, W WRAS 72900 09803 10Kn”
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According to the sefarim, the decree is written on Rosh
HaShanah; it is sealed on Yom Kippur; and the decree is
finalized on Hoshanah Rabbah. Nevertheless, even though the
decreed notes are issued, they are not enforced until Chanukah;
for, perhaps a person will make amends for his wrongdoings.
It turns out that the kedushah of the festival extends all the
way until Chanukah. Then it is permitted for the notes to be
enforced. Therefore, it behooves a person to remain connected
with the kedushah of the festival until Chanukah.

The Bas Ayin interprets the pesukim above based on this
premise. On Chanukah, the Satan argues that Yisrael failed
to act in consonance with the teshuvah they performed on
the Yamim Noraim. Yisrael respond by arguing that the fact
that they fulfill the mitzvah of lighting the Chanukah candles
demonstrates their closeness and devotion to HKB”H. If they
fall short at times, it is strictly due to the oppression of galus

and poverty.

This is how he interprets the pesukim: “And it was after
about three months”—this alludes to the three months
that have passed since Rosh HaShanah. At this juncture,
the Satan approaches HKB”H to prosecute Yisrael: “It was
told to Yehudah as follows”—as explained above, Yehudah
represents HKB”H and Tamar represents the congregation
of Yisrael, HKB”H’s kallah. He accuses Yisrael of infidelity:
“Tamar has committed harlotry”—she has abandoned You
and followed her willful heart. “Moreover, behold, she is
pregnant by harlotry”—she is addicted to the desires and
temptations of Olam HaZeh of her own volition, without being
influenced by any outside sources. HKB”H reacts: “Yehudah
said: ‘Take her out and let her be burned!” Let her be
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sentenced and judged by the fires of Gehinnom! “She was
being taken out”—as the congregation of Yisrael were being
taken out to be sentenced and punished; “she sent word to
her father-in-law, saying”—she argued that the accusations
of the Satan were false. In truth: “By the man to whom these
belong (1« N«PX) I am pregnant”—we are totally devoted
to HKB”H, the source of “chesed.” This is alluded to by the
words 15 n"vx whose gematria equals 7"on. Nevertheless,
we are occasionally remiss in our devotion to our Maker and

transgress due to the hardships of galus and poverty.

To further prove her devotion to HKB”H, she points out that
even though three months have passed since Rosh HaShanah,
she still performs the mitzvah of lighting “ner Chanukah”
diligently. “And she said, ‘Recognize, if you please, to whom
this signet, this wrap and this staff belong.” The “signet”
alludes to the pure flask of olive oil that was stamped with the
seal of the Kohen Gadol, the focus of the Chanukah miracle.
The “wrap” alludes to the wicks of the Chanukah candles. The
“staff” alludes to the vessel--»vs —itself that holds the olive
oil, namely the menorah. In fact, the gematria of the word for
“the staff”--n"vnn (59)—plus one equals 5 (60). Thus, we
are totally committed to the mitzvah of “ner Chanukah,” which
symbolizes the concept of (Mishlei 6, 23): "% f1n1 18R "1 95" —
for a mitzvah is a lamp and the Torah is light.

In conclusion, HKB”H recognizes the truth and attests to
her innocence: “Yehudah recognized them and said, ‘She
is right; it is from me’”—they have successfully defended
[ see that
they are loyal and devoted to Me alone. And their occasional

themselves against the accusations of the Satan.

misconduct, chas v’shalom, is attributable entirely to the fact
that I neglected to “give her to Sheilah, my son”—because the
time for the geulah facilitated by our righteous Mashiach has
not yet arrived. The name “Sheilah” alludes to the Mashiach,
as per the passuk (Bereishis 49, 10): "mv»w K13 »5 7y"—until
the arrival of Shiloh. Rashi comments that this refers to the
Melech HaMashiach.

The Sincerity of the Teshuvah
Becomes Evident during the Three Months
from Rosh HaShanah to Chanukah

As aloyal servant in the presence of his master, [ would like
to elaborate on his sacred words. We will endeavor to clarify
the matter of the sealing of the judgment being extended from
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Yom HaKippurim until Chanukah. We will refer to an allusion
presented by the Gaon Chida, ztz"], in Midbar Kedeimos (200,
10) related to the passuk (Shemos 21, 21): @ X 21° oX 8"
"x1 1205 5 mpr &7 Tmy*—but if he will survive for one day
or two days, he will not be avenged, for he is his property
(money). This passuk alludes to the teshuvah that a person
performs during the Yamim Noraim. It implies that if he only
upholds his teshuvah on Yom HaKippurim—one day—or on
Rosh HaShanah—two days—but then reverts to his wayward,
defiant ways—his teshuvah is invalid, because his acts of
teshuvah were not sincere; he was only seeking monetary
profit from HKB”H. Therefore, the true test concerning the
sincerity of his teshuvah is the test of time; if he upholds his
teshuvah throughout the year.

We will now introduce a wonderful insight brought down
in the sefer Butzina D’Nehora (Chanukah) in the name of the
esteemed Rabbi Baruch of Mezhibuzh, zy”’a. He expounds on
the passuk: "=18 mm1n1 mign 22 °>"—for a mitzvah is a lamp and
the Torah is light. He interprets “a mitzvah is a lamp” as an
allusion to Chanukah and “the Torah is light” as an allusion to
Chag HaShavuos—*“zman matan Toraseinu.”

Both of these holidays are celebrated in a third month.
Chanukah is celebrated in the month of Kislev, the third
month from Tishrei, the beginning of the year; whereas Chag
HaShavuos is celebrated in the month of Sivan, the third month
from Nissan, the first month of the year. This phenomenon
relates to the teaching in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 69a) that a
fetus is noticeable at three months.

Accordingly, the teshuvah Yisrael perform in Tishrei is
The
same is true of Nissan. Yisrael left Mitzrayim in Nissan, so

discernible at Chanukah, which is three months later.

that they would receive the Torah. Their sincere desire and
yearning to receive the Torah was apparent three months later
on Chag HaShavuos. Thus, the passuk: "1x 77101 mign =1 %"
alludes to Chanukah and Shavuos that attest to the sincerity of
the teshuvah and the yearning to receive the Torah after three

months’ time.

We can now better appreciate the Bas Ayin's interpretation
of the passuk: “And it was after about three months.” After
three months have passed from the Yamim HaNoraim, the
teshuvah that Yisrael performed should still be discernible
on Chanukah. “It was told to Yehudah as follows, ‘Your
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daughter-in-law Tamar has committed harlotry, and
moreover, behold, she is pregnant by harlotry.”” If, however,
their behavior is not consistent with their teshuvah; they did
not amend their ways but instead clung to matters of Olam
HaZeh; then it is apparent that the three-month-old fetus does
not represent kedushah.

On the other hand, if Chanukah arrives and Bnei Yisrael
fulfill the mitzvos established by our blessed sages for this
festival—invoking the miracles that HKB”H performed on
behalf of our forefathers “in those times” to be performed
in “these times,” as well—they demonstrate their desire to
be close to Hashem. In fact, if their actions are not always
appropriate, it is entirely due to the yetzer hara and the
Consequently, HKB”H
exonerates us and provides us with all the abundant good that

oppression of the other nations.

lies in store for us from the Yamim Noraim.

The Flask of Oil Was Stamped
with the Seal of Yochanan Kohen Gadol

[ had an intriguing idea. Based on what we have discussed,
I would like to explain a teaching from Chazal in the Gemara
(Sotah 33a): ,amx Ritw DUwTER WP NEn YIp N2 yaw Y1t s pne
"RIDTVARY R3Tp RMARY 9mRT XY9v myi—Yochanan, the Kohen
Gadol, heard a “bat-kol” (heavenly voice) emanating from
the chamber of the Kodesh HaKodashim announcing: “The
young men who went to wage war in Antioch have been
victorious.” The Bnei Yissaschar (Kislev-Teves 4, 3) explains
the significance of this announcement. On Yom Kippur, many
years before the miracle of Chanukah, HKB”H informed
Yochanan, the Kohen Gadol, of the miracle of Chanukah that
was going to transpire in the times of Matityahu, his son.

Accordingly, the Bnei Yissaschar (ibid. 28) explains that
this is the reason the Chashmonaim, who instituted the recital
of “Al HaNissim,” commemorating the miracle of Chanukah in
the times of Matityahu, intentionally mentioned the name of
Yochanan Kohen Gadol at the beginning of the passage: 2"
"S11a 9s ame 13 wnnn. After all, he was the first person to
be informed of the future victory of the Chashmonaim over
the Greeks, the miracle of Chanukah, via a “bat-kol” on Yom
HaKippurim. This clearly suggests that a connection exists
between Yom HaKippurim and the miraculous victory of the
Chashmonaim over the Greeks on Chanukah. We will endeavor
to reveal this intimate, profound connection.

Shvilei Pinclhes

Based on whatwe have learned, we can suggestan explanation
We have learned that the
judgment of Yom HaKippurim is finally sealed approximately

that should appeal to everyone.

three months later, on Chanukah. We have learned that those
three months demonstrate that the teshuvah Yisrael performed
on the Yamim Noraim was sincere. Therefore, HKB”H saw fit
to reveal the news of the future victory of the Chashmonaim on
Chanukah years earlier on Yom HaKippurim. Furthermore, we
can postulate that the victory of the Chashmonaim, who were
kohanim, was also attributable to the teshuvah that was aroused
within Yisrael on the Yom HaKippurim that preceded Chanukah.
Thus, the finality of the judgment rendered on Yom HaKippurim
was sealed and completed on Chanukah as evidenced by the
victory over the Greeks.

At this point, I would like to entertain our royal audience
with the marvels of the Torah. Our current discussion will
help us better understand a tremendous chiddush found in the
writings of one of the Rishonim, in the sefer Kol Bo (44). He
writes explicitly that the flask of oil instrumental in the miracle
was embossed with the seal of Yochanan Kohen Gadol. Here

are his sacred words:

N9y 192521 ,7191 1P9T5a O 11753, B1TANT DIaIN Y TRAwr 1Maaw st
JSR193 AP1ap ATUW TINa M1 Y 0P TN T8 RUN 710 1w INEn RS
J51a 1m0 7amT YW 1nanina DR 910 anng ey Pyt 1 KXY
MR Y 5 oo jaw 13 o RY1,983 1A KW 19957 nnan naaoal
"B I ann 1 va an nwpa

When Yisrael triumphed over their enemies and
vanquished them, it was on the 25" day of Kislev. They
entered the Heichal and did not find any pure oil except
for one small flask, which was lying in a chest fixed to the
wall, which they could not move. Its mouth was closed and
stamped with the seal of Yochanan Kohen Gadol. By the
way it was sealed, they recognized that they (the Greeks)
had not touched the flask. It only contained enough oil to
kindle for a single night; yet a miracle was performed on
their behalf, and they kindled from it for eight days.

At first glance, this is unclear. What prompted Yochanan
Kohen Gadol to prepare a single flask of pure 0il? In light of our
current discussion, the answer is obvious. He was informed by
the “bas kol” in the Kodesh HaKodashim on Yom HaKippurim
that HKB”H intended to perform a miracle on behalf of the
Chashmonaim in the future, in the times of Matityahu. This
caused him to conjecture: Why did HKB”H notify me of this
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future event ahead of time? Then, he perceived via “ruach
hakodesh” that the future miracle would involve the kindling of
the lamps of the menorah. Hence, in keeping with the notion of
(Amos 3, 7): "moR32m1 1713p DR 1110 TA BN 20 15T BEUR N Y RY 00—
for the Lord Hashem-Elokim will not do anything unless He
has revealed His secret to His servants the prophets—he
deduced that it was incumbent upon him to provide a remedy
prior to the malady.
single flask of pure oil stamped with his seal. After doing so, he
concealed the flask in the Heichal to be discovered years later

It was his responsibility to provide a

by the Chashmonaim during the events of Chanukah.

We can suggest that our blessed sages alluded to this quite
eloquently in the Gemara: mnw 1aw Yw Trx 12 KYR 18¥1 RS 1772”7
"911a 115 Yw mnina nin -they searched and could only find
a single flask of oil that was lying hidden with the Kohen
Gadol’s seal on it. They make two points here. Firstly, the
obvious point, that they found a single flask of oil embossed
with the seal of Yochanan Kohen Gadol. Secondly, that the
flask they found was already lying there, concealed, with the
seal of the Kohen Gadol: "5 1112 Yw mmina mm”. It was lying
there ever since Yochanan Kohen Gadol heard the “bat-kol”
predicting the future Chanukah miracle. These two points
go hand in hand. He prepared the flask of oil with his seal,
because he heard the “bat-kol”.

The Abundant Influence
from the Yamim Noraim Is Stored in the North

Following this line of reasoning, we will now explain why
they ruled in the Gemara that we should set up the menorah on
the left side of the doorway: “So that the Chanukah candles
will be on the left and the mezuzah will be on the right.” As
we know, the right side always refers to the south and the left
side the north. For, when a person positions himself to daven,
he faces east, the location of the Mikdash. Hence, the south
is to his right and the north is to his left. Also, the right side
is associated with the midah of “chesed” and the left side is
associated with the midah of “din.” Hence, regarding Avraham,
whose midah was “chesed,” it says (Bereishis 12, 9): @max yon”
"maa Yo Tivn—Avram journeyed on, travelling steadily to
the south. Yet, regarding the midah of “din,” in anticipation
of the churban and galus, it is written (Yirmiyah 1, 14): anx»”
"R vaw Yo Sy nyan rnan 1avn Yvx ‘n—Hashem said to me,
“The evil will be released (begin) from the North upon all
the inhabitants of the land.”

AU P S ST

Shvilei Pincles

We will now introduce an amazing chiddush from the
Sha’arei Orah (6). He explains why the left side, associated with
“din” and “gevurah,” is called “tzafon” (north). He explains
that all the abundant good that HKB”H holds in store for a
person emanating from the midah of “chesed” is also weighed
by the midah of “din”; it assesses whether or not such and such
person is worthy of receiving that bounty. If he is not deemed
worthy, then the entire bounty remains in storage, so to speak,
concealed—*“tzafoon”—under the latchkey and supervision
of the midah of “gevurah.”
phenomenon as follows (Tehillim 31, 20): =2wx 9310 21 "
13 @voIry nyya 7'y max—how abundant is Your goodness
that You have hidden away ("niax’) for those who revere
You. In other words, all the abundant good that remains
sequestered—“tzafoon”—is stored in the north—“tzafon”—
the domain of “din/gevurah.” It will be revealed and delivered
to the tzaddikim le’asid la'vo.

David HaMelech expresses this

He explains that the midah of “chesed” is always open and
ready to provide for all comers. Yet, when a person requests
what he needs from Hashem, the midah of “din” is aroused
and intervenes. It commandeers the abundant wealth and
good appropriated by the divine will and insists on evaluating
the person’s worthiness. Hence, the north is called “tzafon,”

because that is where the bounty is “tzafoon.”

Thus, all the abundant good that is earmarked for Yisrael
when the judgment is issued and sealed on Yom HaKippurim
remains sequestered and stored in the north, the domain
of “midas hadin.” After three months, however, when their
teshuvah has been proven to be sincere and proper, all that
bounty is revealed. This occurs on Chanukah; the validity of
our teshuvah is demonstrated and the bounty stored in the

north is released.

With great delight, we can now comprehend the profound
wisdom of our blessed sages. They instituted the halachah
that the menorah should be placed on the left side of the
doorway, the side alluding to the north and the midah of
“gevurah.” For, as we have learned, the north--"11a8"—signifies
that the abundant good HKB”H designated at the conclusion
of Yom HaKippurim is “tzafoon”—sequestered and stored—
until Chanukah, approximately three months after the final
judgment. Therefore, we light the candles on the side of the
doorway corresponding to the north, so that all the bounty
that is stored there will be released in the merit of lighting the
Chanukah candles. This also explains very nicely the Gemara’s
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Shvilei Pinches

statement: “It is a mitzvah to place the ‘ner Chanukah’ at
the doorway to one’s house, on the outside.” This practice
indicates that by performing the mitzvah of lighting the
Chanukah candles, we illuminate and reveal the bounty that
was sequestered in the north and will now be revealed outside
providing illumination for all Yisrael.

At this point, we can appreciate the significance of the
Gemara’s statement: “In the following year, they established
and rendered these days as days of Yom Tov, characterized
by the recital of Hallel and expressions of gratitude.” Recall
that we inquired why the sages instituted both the recitation of
Hallel and “Ahl HaNissim.”

Based on what we have learned, we can propose that
they instituted Hallel to commemorate the miracle of the
lamps; they only found enough pure oil to kindle the lamps

e

for one night, yet they were able to kindle the lamps with it
for an entire eight days. On the other hand, they instituted
the recitation of “Ahl HaNissim in the berachah of “Modim”
to express gratitude to Hashem for the abundant good and
positive influence that he allotted us for the entire year. This
bounty is released from the north on Chanukah. Therefore,
it is fitting to thank Hashem in the berachah of “Modim.” We
recite that berachah daily mentioning and acknowledging
the bounty we receive from HKB”H throughout the year: Hp”
Jamy 1 Yaaw a1 Y nipan wnmw: Yy 7T neonn uen
"RIMTNT PIA1 37y Ny Yoaw 1At rninba byi—for our lives,
which are consigned to Your hands; for our souls, which
are entrusted to You; for Your miracles, which are with us
every day; and for Your wonders and favors at all times—
evening, morning and afternoon.

Our thanks and blessings are given to those who donated for the publication
of our weekly dvar Torah for the merit of DN %53 13°mN

Family Madeb - nnwi »19pY
their dear mother
Lea bat Virgini n"y

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg niot
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandson

n”p BAax 112 AT’ pnx " His Father nnwa 1YY
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

hen the Torah discusses the story of Yehuda

and Tamar, the Passuk says that after she gave

birth,V’lo Yoseif Od L'dato. Rashi explains that
this can mean one of two things.“Yoisef” can mean that
he separated from her or he married her.Why would he
separate from her after she gave birth to two children?

The Akeida explains that, L'fi Sheyi’'ye Ovel Eitzel Shaila
B’no, because it was a mistreatment to Shaila his son,
Shemo’no Mimenu V’lokcho L'atzmo, because Yehuda
held her back from him and married her himself. To avoid
the hurt, he wouldn’t do what was otherwise was the
correct thing to do. Because of the hurt it would cause,
marrying her couldn’t possibly be Ratzon Hashem, what
Hashem asked him to do.

There are many things that are permitted but others will
observe and it will frustrate them. Don’t eat pizza in
front of someone who is Fleishigs. Don’t talk about a
recent purchase to someone who can’t afford it. There

are many obvious things that we overlook because of a
lack of mindfulness on our part.

| often tell people that after 120 we will be judged and
Hashem will show us the millions of actions that either
we did or that were a ripple effect of something we
did. Many of them will be foreign to us and we won’t
understand what they have to do with us. They are the
thousands of ripple effects of our actions.VWe may smile
and someone, in a better mood than usual, will be nice
to his children.VWe may mistreat someone who will then
lose faith in people and return the slight to the next few
people they meet.

We're responsible to anticipate how our actions, just
as with Yehuda, affect others and to change our course.
This forces us to think in a much broader manner than
we're accustomed to. But, we should start now so that
we won'’t have any surprises after 120 years.

Celebrating Chanuka

was just talking to someone who told me she will

be celebrating the holiday with her son and began

to describe what they will be doing together.As with
most families, she was planning on celebrating Chanuka
with a family meal. Latkes, of course, and gifts. I’'m sure the
plan was to then share an activity such as playing Dreidel
(dare | suggest cards) or just relax together.What is not
found in most homes is any reference to what Chanuka
is truly about. | realized that most of us need instructions,
or possible just a reminder, on how to properly celebrate
aYom Tov.

Many years ago, a friend of mine asked Reb Dovid
Feinstein zt"l what he should include in a Seudas Hoda’a
for a son who recovered from a life-threatening iliness. He
wanted to know if he should make a Siyum or something
similar. Reb Dovid told him to just make a Seudas Hoda'a
without any frills.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

The reason he said that is because, by adding to an event,
you often end up detracting from the intended message.
If someone is focusing on the Siyum, they aren’t thanking
Hashem for sparing their lives.We find this same feeling
when a parent wants to combine two family Simchos
together and the children feel that even if the other
Simcha is important, each one detracts, not increases,
from the other person's Simcha.

KlalYisroel have many Minhagim,all of which are intended
to help us refer back to the underlying message of each
Yom Tov. Latkes, when made properly, leave people no
choice but to think of oil and, from there, it becomes
easy to think of the Nes of Chanuka. But what if our
minds don’t wander enough to reach its intended goal?
What if we aren’t even certain what that goal is?

Before we discuss Chanuka, we should appreciate that
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this challenge applies to each of our Yomim Tovim.
Too many of us practice each Minhag (honey on Rosh
Hashana and Hamantashin on Purim) without getting any
closer to Hashem than before. So, this article's message
is not only about Chanuka. It will hopefully show us how
to approach all the Yomim Tovim.

We need to figure out what the message of
Chanuka is and then remind ourselves each night,
share it with others, and internalize the message
so that when Chanuka is over, we still live by those
messages. Living by those messages means that, in the
future, our decisions will be based on those messages
which will upgrade the quality of our decisions from
how we would have otherwise acted. If we don’t do
this, then instead of celebrating Chanuka, we’re
celebrating family.

Chanuka is, of course, the Nes of Hashem taking care of
Klal Yisroel, always protecting them from those that try
to destroy them. This alone deserves our appreciation
to the extent that it can be observed
in our behavior by others. There are

This is another explanation as to why we light for eight
days and not seven. Once we realized that the oil can
last seven extra days, we realized that the Nes of the last
seven days is no greater than the Nes of the first day. The
fact that oil is a fuel while vinegar is not showed us that
the ability that oil has to burn is not a self-supporting
norm but is itself a Nes.

We'’ve become so accustomed to Teva that we oversimplify
how it happens. In truth, Nes and Teva are expressions
we use based on whether we expect something (Teva)
or not (Nes).

3) Everything about Chanuka is an analogy of how Hashem
always treats us. Therefore, Chanuka isn’t a historical
event. It is a blueprint of how Hashem treats every day.
Therefore, we say the Bracha “Bayomim Haheim, but,
also, Bazman Ha'ze".

4) The accumulative message, and this will also be true
with any explanation of any Nes or Yom Toy, is that
Hashem loves us and, in turn, we
should love Hashem.We always need

several more secondary messages. I'm "IfWE don’t do this a reminder; and in addition to our
sure we can all contribute to my list of ’ personal experiences, the Yomim
secondary messages. Here are a few to then 11457‘:6%6( (7f Tovim are designated ones.
consider.These are the ones | recently .

found in the Sefer Chachma U’mussor. Cﬂleﬁrﬂ’mng Chanuka, While | am asking everyone to

I) Hashem will always help us but we
have to first take the initiative. Before
the Chashmona'im stood up, Hashem
allowed the Yivonim to persecute us.
That makes Chanuka a lesson of our responsibility to
learn what is the proper balance between Bitachon and
Hishtadlus, especially in relation to doing Rotzon Hashem.
A part of this lesson is realizing that Hashem responds to
us and it is our responsibility to make the first move.This
is especially true when our persecution is a Ruchnius
one, versus physical, such as Chanuka.

While this is a Chanuka message, it’s also a daily one.We
can’t hide behind saying Baruch Hashem. If something is
important, either to us or to Hashem, we have to go
through the process to achieve this goal, even if we are
aware that our efforts won’t affect the outcome.

2) The Nes of the oil burning for eight days is a message
that Hashem controls what we consider to be Teva,
nature, and that nature isn’t a self-supporting norm. It is
as fluid as what we call Nes, something which happens
because Hashem decided that it should happen.

we're celeﬁrﬂvting

fmmilv. "

bring Chanuka into the Chanuka
party, it’s always a challenge bringing
up Hashkafic thoughts without a
willing partner. Will your children be
interested in such a conversation?
Unless they were brought up from a very young age, and
the home environment facilitates such conversations, this
will be a challenge. Avoid the urge to act like they are
interested when they’re not. Instead, forgo this Chanukah
and build a relationship in time for Purim/Pesach.

Some of my friends, after lighting the Menorah, before
eating, learn for 10-15 minutes in related Seforim. They
are committed to celebrating Chanuka as it should be.
Everyone should consider what they can do, whether
learning from a Sefer, English Sefer or an online Shiur.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of

RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT"L

A Study of Shabbos #8 - Tehillim and Shabbos
Turn Thursday Into Shabbos - Part 2
By David Gurwitz

We continue our topic from last week, bringing Shabbos into the week by turning Thursday, day
5, into Shabbos.

Here are the pesukim in Parshas Bereishis relating to day 5: Posuk chof states, “And Hashem
spoke: Let the waters swarm with moving living beings and let birds fly above the earth before
the vault of the heaven.” Posuk chof alef says: "So Elokim created the great family of fish and
all the life of every living creature that moves with which the water swarmed for their species
and every winged bird for its species and Hashem saw that it was good. And he blessed them."
Posuk chof bais says: “Thus, be fruitful and multiply and fill the water in the seas, but birds are
to multiply on the earth.” Posuk chof gimmel says: "Vayehi erev vayehi voker yom chamishi.”
All together, there are 57 words, begematria zan, meaning to feed.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ provides the following insights regarding the symbolism and
power of the fish and birds created on day 5, Thursday:

"The creations of the first three days are connected with those of the following three days. The
light created on the first day receives bearers - sun, moon and stars - on the fourth day, and
thereby only then receives completely that position relative to the earth that was necessary for
its action in the development of life on earth. The water and air space of the second day received
its world of life on the fifth day; and the dry land, created and adorned with vegetation on the
third day, received its living inhabitants on the sixth. With the seventh, a new world started -
the world of the education of man to Hashem. It was again a first day, but on a higher scale -
spiritual light was created, along with the light of recognition of Hashem. But unlike its fourth
day, where its bearers were lacking and then matched up, there was no pair for the seventh day.
Only with the creation of Yisroel, Hashem’s eighth work of his plan of this world, did the spiritual
light, too, receive its bearer. Yisroel shall be the ben zivug, the pair, for Shabbos, as Chazal
express this relationship.”

As we approach the spiritual light of Chanukah, we see that Rav Hirsch, in calling Klal Yisroel the
eighth creation as a pair for the spiritual light of Shabbos, adds a completely new understanding
to Chanukah, the holiday of 8, beyond nature. In essence, Klal Yisroel is also beyond nature.
Perhaps this aspect of the marriage is reinforced by a chosson breaking a kos at the chupah,
since kos is begematria hateva, nature, indicating that the life of a Jewish couple is beyond
nature.

We continue with the words of Rav Hirsch:

"With the fifth day, we enter the sphere of living creatures. To the edge of the ocean, the word
of Hashem leads us, shows us water and air and says let the waters bring forth moving living
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creatures and let birds fly over the earth before the vault of heaven. Shoretz is related to shoresh
and zerez, which also express a vigorous driving movement.”

The word shoretz has the letter tzadi. Rav Hirsch explains throughout his commentary and unique
analysis of Lashon Hakodesh that the tzadi expresses an intensifying, an overcoming of external
hindrances to express independent movement, the first and most obvious sign of life. The tiniest
points in which we notice independent movement declare itself, just by that, as being alive. The
word shoretz means swarming and primarily designates the lower animals that we specially
notice to be alive by their independent motion.

It is fascinating that the first letters of the words sheretz nefesh chaya, moving living beings,
shin nun and ches, spell the word nochosh, snake. Part of the reason we eat fish on Shabbos is
the recognition of their protection from the power of the evil eye. However, as we see, the attack
is always there, nonetheless.

There is also a power in the bracha for fish to be fruitful and multiply, inherent in the use of the
word /laimor, saying. Rav Hirsch explains: “Hashem gave the organic living creatures the power
to multiply, and with this power He gave them at the same time the direction and the urge for
it. It is the word of Hashem that acts on them, laimor, saying. It is a blessing that speaks on and
on in them. Hence, the word peru refers to children and the word ravu means the care for the
young which the increase depends upon.”

The Baal Haturim gives other reasons to reconsider the magnitude of the emanations flowing
from day 5’s creation of birds and fish.

First, there are two times that the word yofeif, flying, appears. Once is in this section and once
is in Yeshayah 6:2. The malach Gavriel flies to the place where his mission is to be carried out
with two flutterings of his wings. The Maharam M’'Ruttenberg points out that the gematria of
Gavriel, 246, equals the gematria of yofeif. This language equivalence also supports one opinion
in the Medrash that angels were created on the fifth day of creation.

Second, in posuk chof bais, the Torah says that “the bird shall multiply on the earth.” It does
not say that the bird shall be fruitful and multiply, since, says the Baal Haturim, that expression
is only applicable to man and to fish, whose sustenance is easily accessible. They are therefore
free to be fruitful and multiply. As for birds, and also animals and beasts, by contrast, sustenance
is not that easily accessible to them. Thus, they need a special bracha.

These words about the creations on Thursday might provide more food for thought about the
food we eat on Shabbos.

Also, the Tehillim that we sing three times at seudah shlishis, Mizmor Ledovid, kappitel 23, has
57 words, connecting the creations on day 5. The spiritual power of that kappitel should provide
for spiritual enrichment from our food all week, just like the fish and fowl do on Shabbos as
reminders of creation, zeicher lemaaseh bereishis.

This might make our fish courses at each of the three meals on Shabbos a bit more significant,
especially since we say in Lecha Dodi that Shabbos is the source of bracha for the week. It should
have the special bracha of fish and fowl from the language used on day 5 of creation.

David

R A M A pST N7'W NNIAT 12 MWD APV, NNYIY 12 YD 5N N2 NDYN :ANYY ARIDI NIDTH 11 In1 .. n1
NP'N NN 2 1IN'WYHINANNI NPT MY 12 NTINY DNNAR [ | [ |

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL



V7 , ,
o A

PARSHA WITH oleen

YESHIVA ZEEV HATORAH www.zeevhatorah.org

For sponsorship and to subscribe please email Yaakov@zeevhatorah.org

CHANUKAH - ADULAMI - IT COULD HAVE BEEN WORSE

To me one of the most cryptic and enigmatic characters in Tanach is "a'7TVn n1'n. After Yehudah advised his brothers to
sell Yosef to Mitzrayim and subsequently they witnessed all the anguish that their father was going through because of
the loss of Yosef, they lowered Yehudah from his prestigious position as leader of the Shevatim. Rejected and dejected,
Yehudah left his brothers and forged a deep friendship with an M%7V w'X whose name was Chirah. Yehudah was so
bonded with Chirah that he confided in him and sent him to find the prostitute who actually was Tamar his daughter in
law, in order to retrieve the personal collateral that he gave her until he could bring her the actual payment.

Who is this person Chirah that the Torah focuses on so much concerning his relationship with Yehudah? Secondly, why is
he referred to as Chirah the m'7Tv three times? What is so significant of the fact that Chirah was from Adulam that the
Torah repeated his city twice together with his name and a third time with just plain '"'7TV omitting his name altogether
(Bereishis 38,20)?

We would like to suggest the following interpretation. When an individual experiences a major setback in life, whether it
be financial, emotional, spiritual, physical, or psychological, one must try his utmost not to allow this sudden downfall or
shakeup effect his mental and spiritual well being. One of the various strategies to overcome depression and melancholy
due to this upheaval is to realize that no matter how bad the setback seems it could have been even worse. Proof of this
is that unfortunately many people have experienced a similar compromise but the effects were far more catastrophic than
yours. One must thank Hashem that he received a small portion of what he deserved allowing him to do a full teshuva
with this first small installment.

Yehudah who was destined to kingship, with one swift blow lost all his kovid not only of himself but the position of royalty
for all his generations to come. He felt excommunicated from the only existing body of neshamos, the holy Shevatim, who
were the future of Am Yisrael and their special mission to bring unto the world. How was he mechazaik himself not to fall
into despair and give up on living for no further purpose? The answer is that he looked and examined the tzaros that his
father Yaakov underwent and how he did not allow anyone of them to stunt or retard his spiritual growth and drive to
come closer to Hashem even though his situation was extremely compromised.

Let us examine for a moment the extreme challenges of Yaakov Avinu. He had 1wy who he had to deal with the bechora
the berachos and Aisav's hateful revenge to kill him. Yaakov had to go through an entire episode of anguish with the
stealing and raping of Dinah his only daughter. This was followed with Shimon and Levi destroying the city of Shechem
and making Yaakov and his mishpacha vulnerable from attack by the surrounding nations. One of the longest challenges
was that of Lavan 'ax TaIx '"aX who deceived Yaakov by giving him Leah as his wife and being a crook and unethical to
say the least when it came to doing business with him. Yaakov's battle with the X7n of Aisav was an incredible hurdle to
defeat and still he emerged personally unharmed. He was successful to the point that that the only effect of the battle
was the spiritual instability of Am Yisrael during the years of the Greek influence on Klal Yisrael. After all these tzaros one
would think it was time for Yaakov to go back into the Beis Medrash retire and learn a whole day like yesteryear, but
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Hashem wasn't on the same page. Yaakov had to undergo his final challenge that of losing his son Yosef for more than
twenty years.

Yehudah's advice for himself not to allow his physical and spiritual setback effect his avodas Hashem presently and in the
future, was to reframe the negative impressions left by his downfall and "see the light in the tunnel" that it could have
been much worse in many aspects. If his one tzarah was bad then Yaakov's many tzaros were worse and yet Yaakov did
not surrender and allow himself to a hopeless gravitational pull. Therefore Yehudah looked to befriend an individual that
would remind him to reframe his personal traumatic tzarah by comparing it to the many tzaros of Yaakov his father, which
would help him draw hope and light instead of despair and darkness. He had siyatah dishmaya to find a person n'n who
was an '7TV. Incredible that the acronym of M%7V spells the five tzaros of Yaakov qoir I8 |2% na*1 1wy. Yehudah did
not allow his personal losses to weigh him down into spiritual paralysis. Due to his constant connection to the spiritual
strength and convictions of his father, Yehudah was able to recharge his battery to grow and climb upwards until he once
again he regained the status of royalty and kingship.

The name N1'N means freedom. Many people find that because of a setback they suddenly lose their self esteem and they
become shackled and locked into their meltdown without any ability to progress or extricate themselves. However, when
one realizes that it could have been worse, and Hashem has shown him the middas hachesed even within the middas
hadin, he becomes freed from his paralysis and he moves forward in maximum mode to be the best he can be given the
present situation and handicap.

One has to have the right perspective of how to look at a setback. It is no coincidence that Chanukah always occurs during
Parashas Vayeishev the story of selling Yosef and Yehudah with losing his prestigious royalty. The power to success is the
ability to reframe the situation and look with a positive eye and see the glass half full and not half empty. Chanukah taught
Am Yisrael that even though the Greeks defiled all the oil in the Mikdash one must not despair and give up hope. The
spiritual eye that sees far into the distance can also see the silver lining even in the given tzarah. The word m'7Tyn is the
gematriah of m'7Tn v. The eye of ndnn ('n'71n 89) . It also spells 07T the impoverished. Sure the odds were stacked
against the Chashmonaim who consisted of 13 soldiers against the entire Greek Army. Sure that most Jews at that time
became Hellenists and now followers of the Torah tradition. Sure the Greeks plundered our money and forbade us to
learn Torah. Sure they attempted in every way to remove the kedusha from Am Yisrael. But nevertheless, with all these
tzaros and spiritual poverty it still could have been worse. Our spiritual eye did not give up from continuing keeping on
searching for a flask of undefiled oil. Not only did we find such a flask but it also possessed the seal of the Kohen Hagadol
the holiest neshama of the generation.

Those who know understand that greatness is achieved because of the tzaros and not despite the tzaros. Everyone has
tzaros, one has to find his personal 7Ty his |nw 19 which remains undefiled in the tunnel of darkness from which he
could light his lights even though he has setbacks. The sefarim tell us that the word m%771v is D71V Ty forever. The
challenges enable one to become eternal and his deeds to possess a forever quality.
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Yaakov settled in the land of his father’s sojourning. (37:1)

Chazal infer from the variation in the text describing
Yaakov’s taking up residence, vayeishev, he settled, from that of his
father, migurei, sojourning, which implies wandering that Yaakov
sought to settle, finally to relax in one place with a roof over his
head and not worry about what tomorrow would bring. No one
questions that Yaakov Avinu had his fill of struggles and troubles.
Would it be so terrible for him to have a little tranquility? Chazal,
quoted by Rashi, say: Yaakov bikeish leisheiv b’shalvah, the Patriarch
wanted to settle down in tranquility. As a result, Hashem sent the
Yosef debacle with which to contend. The almighty asks: “Is not
what awaits the righteous in the World-to-Come sufficient that they
expect to live at ease in this world too?” Apparently, Chazal see in
the Yosef incident a punishment for Yaakov’'s desire to live in
tranquility. This begs elucidation. Yaakov had no plans to go to a
seashore resort to soak up some sun and live a life of abandon. All
he wanted was to sit and learn 24/7 and devote himself full time to
serving Hashem without dealing with such “interruptions” as Eisav,
Lavan, Shechem. Was he asking too much? Furthermore, Avraham
Avinu was wealthy and highly respected. Yitzchak Avinu was also
well-to-do, and he lived a life of full time devotion to Hashem. Was it
too much for Yaakov to expect what his father and grandfather had?

Horav Elchanan Sorotzkin, zI, explains that material bounty
in this world is sanctioned as long as it is acquired through legal,
honest and above-board means. Indeed, one can pave the way to
Olam Habba, the World-to-Come, with the manner in which he
appropriates and makes use of his material possessions. He can
devote his time more freely to Torah study; he can support those
who learn, yeshivos, kollelim; he can help those in need, widows and
orphans. He can establish an entire edifice in the World-to-Come,
based upon the goals and objectives he sets for his material assets.
Olam Hazeh, this world, was not designated specifically for the
unholy. The righteous are entitled to have a “piece of the pie” if they
use it purposely and properly.

Avraham and Yitzchak had material wealth, but it meant
nothing to them. Their focus was on Olam Habba. When Avraham
spent 25 years in Chevron, the Torah writes, Va’ye’ehal, He
camped/made a tent. He did not settle. Concerning his 26 years in
Plishtim, the Torah writes Va’yagar, He sojourned. It was a
temporary dwelling. He would not settle in this world. He had time
to settle when he achieved his eternal rest. The first time the word
toshav, settler, is used concerning Avraham is when he sought a
place to designate as Sarah Imeinu’s final resting place. Regarding
Yitzchak, the Torah used gur, sojourner, not settler.

Thus, Chazal sense in the use of the word va’yeishev — in
contrast to his forbears’ migurei — a change in attitude, but they
never gave any thought or value to their physical/material
accoutrements. Material possessions were meaningless to them,
because they were just “passing through” this world. Yaakov Avinu,
however, indicated that he would like to settle and spend his day
learning and serving Hashem without all of the challenges that had
plagued him until now. He was willing to become a toshav. This
would have been acceptable, but Hashem wanted to see how Yaakov

would handle the challenge of settling down. Soon after, we see
Yaakov demonstrating his partiality to Yosef by giving him a multi-
coloured tunic. Why did he give the son whom he was singling out
from all of the others a physical/material gift? He could have given
Yosef a spiritual gift. Why did he pick a kesones pasim? When the
physical/material have value, then we have cause for concern. (We
have no question that profound esoteric reasons motivated Yaakov
Avinu’s decision to give Yosef the kesones pasim and material value
was clearly not one of them. On the surface, however, it appears
that the Patriarch gave his favourite son a material gift which
provoked even greater envy and animus in the family.)

| vividly remember an incident that left an indelible
impression on me. While | ordinarily do not mention names in a
story, this time | will, and may it be a merit for the individual. Across
the street from the Hebrew Academy of Cleveland was a butcher’s
shop owned by Mr. Leo Israel, a Holocaust survivor who worked very
hard to support his family. His greatest pride in life was his daughter
and her husband, Rabbi and Mrs. Yochanan Greenwald, who were
both outstanding educators at Yavne High School for Girls. Mr.
Israel’s greatest nachas was to watch his grandchildren go to school.
It meant the world to him. | would stop by every few days and
shmuess with him. One day he told me that his grandson, Dovie, was
starting to learn Mishnayos. He was so excited. | said, “Mr. Israel,
buy him a set of Mishnayos.” Two days later, as | walked by the store,
he called me in and said, “Rabbi Scheinbaum, kimt arein, come in.” |
came in and, with great dexterity, he lifted a heavy box. With
glistening eyes and a beaming smile from one end of his face to the
other, he showed me a set of Yachin U’Boaz Mishnayos. Not a
Segway, a Gameboy, a scooter, but a Mishnayos. This was his
greatest pride. Yehi Zichro Baruch.
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Now Yisrael loved Yosef more than all of his sons since he was a

child of his old age... so they hated him ... so his brothers were
Jealous of him. (37:3,4,11)

The controversy that ensued between Yosef and his
brothers was much deeper than sibling rivalry. Certainly, it was
understandable that their father favoured the son born to Rachel
Imeinu after years of barrenness. Yosef was an exceptional young
man who studied Torah with his father and had much in common
with him. Under normal circumstances, they would have overlooked
their father’s love for Yosef, but they felt that Yosef was a rodef,
pursuer, who was bent on destroying them and assuming their
spiritual position. They simply could not ignore this. Nonetheless, we
wonder how the brothers questioned the daas Torah, wisdom
derived from the Torah, of their father, Yaakov Avinu. Once Yaakov
determined that Yosef should be treated royally, it became his p’sak,
halachic decision. He honoured Yosef with the kesones pasim, multi-
coloured tunic, as a sign of his favoured status. As such, the brothers
should have accepted Yosef’s authority. To respond with animus was
non Torah-like. Indeed, everything that Yosef did became a
justification for their hatred.

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland
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Some commentators suggest that the brothers actually
were prepared to tow the line and accept Yosef. It was Yosef’s
flamboyant behaviour that prevented the realisation of this
acceptance. Rashi notes Yosef’s involvement in enhancing his
physical appearance. This was not appropriate behaviour for the one
whom the Patriarch designated to have special status. With status
comes responsibility. Yosef was not acting responsibly. Furthermore,
his negative reports to their father concerning his brothers’
behaviour and lack of adherence to Torah law certainly did not
endear him to them. Despite all this, we would be hard-pressed to
look so askance at Yosef to the point that his life would have no
value. In other words, such hatred that would generate a ruling of
execution is unusual — especially for such spiritually exalted and
morally refined men as Yaakov’s sons. Apparently, Yaakov saw
greatness in Yosef. Why did they not agree with their father?

The answer lies in the words, Va’yikanu bo echav, “His
brothers were jealous of him.” Jealousy blinds a person. A jealous
person sees what he wants to see. Clarity of vision, lucid
perspective, becomes blurred when viewed through a lens tainted
with jealousy. What was once clear becomes absurd. What was
straight suddenly becomes crooked. The situation has not changed.
His vision has become distorted. Jealousy engulfs a person like a wall
that is impenetrable. He is unable to hear anything positive about
the other person. His heart is unable to feel compassion towards
him. His mind is unable to cognitively see him in a positive light. The
jealous person is cursed — self-cursed. The brothers could neither
hear nor see anything positive concerning Yosef. They were jealous.

The Pele Yoetz writes that the yetzer hora, evil inclination,
attempts to convince a person that no other can compete with him
in wisdom and good deeds. He is in a class all to himself. Therefore,
when he discovers someone else who is either on a level with him or
better than he is, he becomes obsessed and filled with envy, to the
point that he cannot function until he is back on top in a class to
himself. One might think that the best way to circumvent envy is to
eradicate honour, such that people are treated the same regardless
of position, financial standing, pedigree, etc. They attempted to do
this in the city of Lodz, Poland. Baruch Hashem, they were blessed
with a wise, holy Rav, Horav Eliyahu Chaim Meisel, zI, who showed
them the fallacy of this approach.

The main shul in which the Rav davened had a procedure
for the disbursement of aliyos, being called up to the Torah on
Shabbos. The Rav always had Shlishi, the third aliyah. Shishi, the
sixth aliyah, went to a Dayan or a distinguished, learned member of
the kehillah, congregation.  Maftir, the closing aliyah, was
designated for a chassan whose wedding would take place in the
coming week or someone who had yahrzeit, celebrating the
anniversary of the passing of a parent.

The other aliyos were allocated to members of the
congregation. The position of gabbai, the one who handed out the
aliyos, was not an easy one. Often more than one chassan or
yahrzeit sought aliyos, and distinguished guests were always visiting.
It became a challenge to satisfy everyone. In addition to the usual
demands placed upon the shoulders of the gabbai, the issue was
exacerbated when one of the members, who was by nature a boor,
uncouth and vulgar, became very wealthy. With his new-found
wealth, he purchased a wardrobe fit for a king. He insisted on
changing his seat in shul from the back to the mizrach, up front on
the eastern wall (a place reserved for rabbanim and the most
distinguished members of the community). He flaunted his wealth
and spent it in an effort to arrogate himself over others.

One Shabbos, he walked over to the gabbai and
announced, “Today is my birthday. | insist on an honourable aliyah,
befitting my station in life.” The gabbai replied respectfully, “Mazal
tov on your birthday. May you live a long, healthy life. | am sorry to
inform you, however, that there are no “honourable” (the gabbai

knew exactly what this boor wanted) aliyos remaining. It is a busy
Shabbos with a few yahrzeits and chassanim.” In his coarse manner,
the fellow countered, “Heaven help you if you shame me in front of
the congregation! | expect no less than shishi (the aliyah reserved
for the Dayan).” The gabbai did not respond, because one does not
debate an oaf. He went about his business, and he proceeded to call
the fellow to the Torah for chamishi, the fifth aliyah. (It is important
to emphasise that in a kehillah such as Lodz, which was a premier
Jewish community, every aliyah was honourable.)

Hearing his name and noticing that he had not received the
aliyah that he had demanded, the man seethed. He walked up
slowly to the lectern, and, with fire in his eyes, walked over to the
gabbai, raised his hand, and slapped him forcefully across the face!
The shul was in an uproar. Men were outraged. The gabbai was a
highly respected member of the community. To be so denigrated just
for doing his job was contemptible. It took some time for the shu/
decorum to return to normal. (I assume the offender stormed out of
the shul. Such people never remain long enough to face the music.
They leave that to their subordinates.)

On Motzoei Shabbos, the gabbaim (there was more than
one) came over to Rav Eliyahu Chaim’s home to plead their case.
Something had to be done to ensure that never again would such an
outrage occur in their shul. “Do you have a plan?” the Rav asked.
“Yes,” they replied. “We have an idea about how to prevent this
travesty from ever occurring again. We think that all aliyos should be
the same except for the Rav’s shlishi. All other aliyos would be given
out based on need — not honour.”

The Rav listened and contemplated. Finally, he spoke: “It is
frightening that people come to shul for the purpose of receiving
honour, but it is even more frightening if they cease to seek honour
in the shul” The gabbaim stared at the Rav dumbfounded. They
were not sure to what he was alluding.

“There is no question,” the Rav began, “that the pursuit of
honour is disgraceful, especially if it leads to slapping the gabbai out
of anger. Sadly, however, we are all in one way or another subject to
the pursuit of honour. One wants an aliyah; another wants a front
seat; yet another seeks a title or an award. If we do not give people
honour in the shul, they will seek it elsewhere, in places where it is
inappropriate for a Jew to enter. Better we should contend with such
issues in the shul than have it ‘farmed out’ to places of disgrace.”

This was the perspective of a gadol.
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The pit was empty; no water was in it. (37:24)

Rashi comments: There was no water in the pit, but there
were serpents and scorpions in it. Horav Elyakim Schlessinger, Shlita
explains the halachic ramifications that vary between a pit filled with
water and one filled with poisonous serpents and scorpions. It was
Reuven who suggested that rather than take action outright against
Yosef, they should put him into a pit. Had there been water in the
pit, it would not be a direct act of murder. Throwing Yosef into a pit
filled with poisonous creatures, however, is no different than tying a
person up and placing him in front of a lion, which the Rambam
rules is active murder. In any event, Yosef was going to die.

Rav Schlessinger explains that the brothers were certain
that Yosef’s righteousness would protect him from the poisonous
creatures. This is consistent with Ramban’s opinion (Parshas
Bechukosai) that animals can strike a human being only if he is
tainted by sin. A tzaddik, righteous person, reigns over animals. The
brothers were well aware that Yosef was without sin. Thus, even
though serpents and scorpions were in the pit, the brothers would
not be halachically liable for active murder. What about Yosef
starving to death? Ramban posits that causing starvation is also not
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considered active murder. Thus, it is not punishable by a Bais Din,
Jewish Court of Law.

A powerful, frightening lesson can be derived from this.
Although they knew that Yosef was a tzaddik who had no sin, they
nonetheless ruled that he was a rodef, pursuer, who was liable for
the death penalty. Why? He was misguided in his belief and, thus,
harmful to the future of Klal VYisrael. If one’s shitah,
ideology/judgment, opinion is flawed, misguided, then he presents a
grave danger to his followers — especially if he is righteous. At times,
innocence and naiveté can sully one’s outlook in such a manner that
it catalyses harmful decisions.
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And she said, “Ildentify, if you please, whose are this seal, this wrap
and this staff.” Yehuda recognised and he said, “She is right. It is
from me.” (38:25,26)

Yehudah and Tamar were progenitors of Malchus Bais
David, the Davidic dynasty, and Moshiach Tziddkeinu, who descends
from it. When one peruses the story of Yehudah’s encounter with
Tamar: how Tamar was prepared to die rather than shame Yehudah;
and Yehudah’s ultimate public confession despite the humiliation
that would ensue, we see that the entire incident revolves around
the middah, character trait, of bushah, shame. Tamar refused to
shame Yehudah, because she understood that if word would get out
that someone of his spiritual distinction was involved in a less-than-
licit affair, it would humiliate not only him, but also what he
represented. When Yehudah became aware that he was the one
whom Tamar was protecting, he declared Tzadkah mimeni, “She is
right. It is from me,” and he was prepared to accept whatever
humiliation would ensue. The obvious question is: Tamar was willing
to die, thus snuffing out the lives of three souls. Yehudah is lauded
for coming forward and chancing public humiliation. What about the
three lives that would otherwise die? Shame is a terrible
chastisement to have to endure, but certainly the lives of three
innocent souls should take precedence. Why all the accolades?

Horav Eliyahu Svei, zl, derives from here that the power of
shame is overwhelming and serves as a powerful deterrent. Public
censure, embarrassment, disgrace, destroys people. They will do
anything to spare themselves and their family from the pain of
disgrace. Yehudah overcame his fear of shame, because, as Chazal
(Targum Yonasan ben Uziel) teach, Yehudah weighed the temporary
shame experienced in this world against the eternal shame of Olam
Habba, and he decided that he would rather endure the fleeting
disgrace in this world. Apparently, it was not an issue of the three
lives that prompted his decision to confess, but his fear of eternal
shame. Tamar understood the effect that shame has on a person,
and she was not prepared to hurt Yehudah in such a manner.

We have no idea of the everlasting emotional pain that we
cause when we embarrass someone. We live in a time when self-
righteous zealots feel that it is necessary to expose every
indiscretion of their antagonist — without sensitivity to the lifelong
anguish they cause for him, his wife and children. These zealots feel
that they are expunging the evil from their respective communities
when, in fact, they are committing character assassination in its
most ignominious form. | would simply call it murder, because that is
what it is. Sadly, these holy men will find some way to justify their
unholy actions, because, after all, they are holy. Tamar feared
shaming Yehudah, and Yehudah feared shame. Tamar left the
decision up to Yehudah, who, as a result of his decision, became the
progenitor of Malchus Bais David and Moshiach.

Shame is a powerful deterrent, as demonstrated by the
following story. The Noda B’Yehudah, Horav Yechezkel Landau, zl,
was Rav of Prague and one of our most distinguished gedolim. His
daughter married Horav Yosef, zl, Rav of Posen. It is related that
when the Noda B’Yehudah would address his son-in-law in learning,

his entire being would shake out of fear of his son-in-law’s wisdom.
The respect and admiration that the Noda B’Yehuda had for the Rav
of Posen was extraordinary, but this is in keeping with the fact that
the Rav of Posen was an unusual talmid chacham, Torah scholar.

Sadly, the Noda B’Yehudah’s warm feelings for his son-in-
law were not emulated by his daughter, who publicly treated her
husband with contempt. She would shame him, using painful barbs
to disgrace him in front of his peers. She would enter a meeting of
rabbinic leaders and publicly excoriate him in the most denigrating
terms. The people were prepared to quiet her, but their Rav asked
them to ignore what she said and to show her the deference that
she deserved as the Rebbetzin. Rav Yosef swallowed his pride and
never once responded to his wife’s mortifying remarks. While no
one opened their mouth to the Rebbetzin, they did not give her the
time of day. She was definitely not one of the community’s favourite
people.

Rav Yosef passed away in the month of Adar, 1801. The
community came to pay their respects to their beloved Rav whose
body, wrapped in a white sheet, was laying on the ground as the
Chevra Kaddisha recited Tehillim near it. Suddenly, his widow, the
Rebbetzin who all those years had belittled him in public, and, as a
result, became the community’s least favourite person, entered the
room in the presence of the most distinguished members of the
community.

“Rav Yosef! Confess before the members of the community
that it was you who insisted that | humiliate you in public. It was not
because | was a bad person or because | did not care for you; you
know that this is not true. When we first agreed to marry, you made
me promise to act in such an unseemly manner because you were
afraid of falling into the abyss of arrogance. Against my will, |
accepted your demand, because | am an ishah k’sherah, a ritually fit
and decent woman, who carries out the will of her husband. Who
more than | knows that the foolishness that | said about you was
untrue?! | know that you were a holy, righteous man!” When she
concluded her declaration, everyone in attendance observed that
the head of the deceased moved as if in agreement with the
Rebbetzin.

Exclusive of what we learn concerning the middah of
bushah, we derive a powerful lesson concerning how far a holy man
went to prevent himself from becoming arrogant, and the level of
devotion of his Rebbetzin to carry out his will, even at the expense of
her own popularity and esteem.

Va’ani Tefillah
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Ha’Keil Yeshuaseinu v’Ezraseinu Selah.
O G-d our Savior and Helper forever.

Yeshuah — Savior, and Ezrah — Helper, are not the same. A
savior saves in such a manner that the afflicted, persecuted and
troubled subject sees an end to his troubles and pain. A helper does
not eradicate the trouble, but rather, comforts and cares for the
subject. Thus, he alleviates some of the pain and makes the rest
somewhat bearable and with the hope that good will come out of it.
This, explains Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, is the meaning of the above
phrase. To the one who recuperates from his illness, who is released
from pain and suffering, who sees the light at the end of the tunnel,
Hashem is his Savior. Some people, however, experience no
alleviation of their pain, no diminishing of their troubles. These
people are relegated to suffering until the end. To them, Hashem is
their Helper, Who purifies them and grants them a special place in
the World to Come. They realise that their suffering is part of a
process, a process that will allow them to achieve everlasting bliss in
Olam Habba.
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37:1 “minan yaxa apy' awi
W12 yaNa iman”

“Yaakov settled in the Land
of his father’s sojourning, in
the Land of Kna’an.” Rashi tells us that
Yaakov sought to live in tranquility, and this
caused Yaakov to have to deal with the horror

of having his precious son, Yosef, be taken
from him. What is the connection between
Yaakov seeking tranquility, and the miracle of
Chanukah?

Immediately before this the Torah
says, “D'Mmn n7x1” — These are the kings who
reigned in the land of Edom, and here it says,
“apy' aw1” — “And Yaakov settled.” This is
analogous to one who was walking on the road
and he saw a pack of dogs and was afraid of
them, so he sat down among them. Similarly,
once Yaakov Avinu saw Eisav and his
chieftains he became afraid of them, so he
settled among them. (M2 n'wx12)

It is known that the holy Neshomos
of Klal Yisroel are from the side of Ahavah,
love for Hakodosh Boruch Hu, while the
lifeline of the other nations of the world come
from the side of Yirah, fear. This Yirah that
the other nations of the world have is
considered an inferior fear, as it is fear from
the Sitra Achara. There are Neshomos
Kedoshos of Klal Yisroel who serve Hakodosh
Boruch Hu through Yirah, as we know that the
root of the Avodah of Yitzchok Avinu was
through Yirah, and this type of Yirah is an
elevated Yirah. One who finds himself only in
a position of the Yirah, must seek to elevate
himself to the higher form of Yirah. Yaakov
had a great fear of Lavan, and he took that
Yirah and attached himself to Hakodosh
Boruch Hu with that Yirah — he achieved the
higher level of Yirah, and with that he was
able to overpower the Koach of Lavan.
Bereishis 31:42 “* prn pnxr Tnor” — Yaakov was
telling Lavan that he withstood his power for
he took his fear of Lavan and transferred it
into the fear of his father, Yitzchok, the Yirah
of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the elevated Yirah.
The same thing happened when Yaakov had a
fear of Eisav, as the Posuk says, “apy' 2wt
11X "N yIXa” — That Yaakov infused himself
with the Yirah of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, like
that of his father, in order to overcome his fear
of Eisav. As the Rebbe from Lublin says that
the word, “m1an” is from a Loshon of the Posuk
in Bamidbar 22:3 “axm "1’ — A Loshon of
Yirah. One must beseech Hakodosh Boruch
Hu for Rachamim from the King Above, and
that will help bring the Yirah of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu upon him. Yaakov brought forth
that Yiras Shomayim from his father, as the
Gematria of pnx' and 2y together is equal to
390, which is the same Gematria as “Dmw” —
alluding to Yiras Shomayim. On Chanukah it
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Fear

is apparent how the wicked people attempted
to wipe out the Kedusha of Klal Yisroel.
Through Yirah, the Chashmona’im were able
to break their power, and a great miracle
Klal through the
Kohanim. |n> spelled out in in its full form

wm

occurred for Yisroel

I"n,n"n ,q">” is equal to 216, which is the same
Gematria as “nx1'.” For it was through the |0,
the Midah of Yirah, that Klal Yisroel were able
The
miracle also occurred through “mw” —the

to be victorious over their enemies.

Gematria of 390, the same Gematria as the
word, “omy” — alluding to omw nx. (¥"™nn
XT7v2N)

The Medrash in 84:3 says that when
the righteous seek to live in tranquility in this
world, the Satan comes to antagonize them
and says that it should be enough that they
live in tranquility in Olam Habah. This is
what happened with Yaakov, and because he
sought tranquility the incident with Yosef
occurred. This Medrash needs explanation,
for what is wrong with Yaakov seeking to live
a life of tranquility, sitting in the tent of Torah
under the shade of the Shechina? The Avodah
of Avrohom Avinu was that he accepted upon
himself to publicize the Name of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu throughout the world, and to
inform the world that there is a Master of the
castle. There is a Creator who created the
entire world and everything in it, and Who
It is
Hs alone Who crafted everything, and runs the

continues to run the world at all times.

world. This is the intention of the Posuk in
Parshas Lech Lecha 12:8, “1 nwa xj7'” as the
Regarding Yitzchok, the
“1 nwa X1’ — for

Ramban explains.
Torah also says in 26:25
Yitzchok’s Avodah was a continuation of his
father Avrohom, and he also sought to make
the Name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu common to
the people of this world. Yaakov too, followed
this route of his father and grandfather, and
when he was in Shechem and built altars, the
Posuk says, (33:20) “%-x 17 X1 ,natn DY ax'I
78w 778”7 — “He set up an altar there, and he
called it, ‘G-d is the G-d of Israel.” His purpose
was also to make the name of Hashem, be
known. However, when he came to the “yx
1ax man” — the Land of his father’s sojourning,
he decided to cut back on his previous Avodah
of making Hashem’s Name known to all, and
that he would focus on his building his
household and the Chinuch of his sons and
daughters. He would not worry anymore
about making Hashem’s Name spread. “wpa
ni7wa 2w apy” — Yaakov sought to dwell in
peace, without any concern of spreading the
This caused a Kitrug
against him, for he still had the responsibility
of being Mekadesh Shem Shomayim to the
masses, as his fathers did. Therefore, the

Name of Hashem.

incident occurred where Yosef was sold to
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Mitzrayim, which ultimately caused Yaakov
and his sons to all go down to Mitzrayim, and
there was a Kiyum of what it says in Devorim
28:10 “9"2w K71 T oW D yarn my 7 ixr” —all of
the people of the lands saw that the Name of
Hashem was proclaimed upon them, and the
Kovod of Shomayim was revealed to the world,
and His Name was sanctified to the masses
(through the Makkos and the splitting of the
Yam Suf he was revealed to the entire world,
and His Name became publicized throughout
the world). (maxiwn na 'wn)

The Parshah of the brothers selling
Yosef Hatzaddik is
Chanukah because in the days of the Yivanim,
there was great Kitrug against Klal Yisroel for
the sale of Yosef. The Gematria of 031'0Ix — the
general of the Yivanim is the same Gematria
as qol'. (Mipmy n7an)

It says in the nTiavnI wawi 710" in the
name of the Zohar Chodosh that when the
Posuk says, “'1rwm n"8” — “n'7x” is a Remez to
the Yom Tov of Chanukah. The Gematria of
the word, “n7x” is 36, corresponding to the 36
Neiros we light on Chanukah. Chanukah
occurs after the 24th day of the month
(Chanukah begins on the 25t of Kislev)
K’neged, “Ty1 071v7 mn'm 71> 0w |27 (there
are a total of 24 letters in these words — so we
continue the count and begin Chanukah on the
25th). The 25t% of Kislev is also K'neged the 25
letters of the Posuk of TnX "7 1178 "1 78w ynw.,
With this we can understand the words of the
Bnei Yissoschor who says that the Yom Tov of
Chanukah can save one from Gehinom, as it
says in Brochos 15b that one who is careful
with the Mitzvah of Krias Shema has Gehinom
cooled off for him. (pn7ax axY)

A Tzaddik needs to
Hashpa’ah on those around him. The goal of a
Yid is to bring about Kovod Shomayim in this

usually Lained on

have a

world. The more he makes the Name of
Hashem great, the more he is fulfilling his
Tafkid.
himself, then his family, and then the rest of
Klal Yisroel — one must never cease to work at
it. One must believe that Hakodosh Boruch
Hu is 7nx, and everything is from Hashem.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the Melech of the
world, and one must accept the Ol Malchus of
the Ribbono Shel Olam. If one does this
properly, his job is never complete. The Yom
Tov of Chanukah is about X011 mi01o — letting
the world know about the miracles of Hashem.
The more X0 mI019 we bring about, the more
we are showing our acceptance of the Ol
Malchus Shomayim. Let us use the holy Yom
Tov of Chanukah to strengthen ourselves in
being Mekabel upon ourselves Ol Malchus

While one must first begin with

Shomayim, and if we do so, we will certainly
be Zoche to see miracles — with the coming of
n'wn — X 11'n2 nnnna!

OO
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Now You Kyow!
When Yosef told Yaakov Avinu of the
things that the brothers did wrong, in
every case, he was mistaken. He had
misjudged the situation and come to
the wrong conclusion.

For example, he saw them cut the tail
off of a sheep, and assumed they
planned to eat it, thus violating the
prohibition of aiver min hachai, taking
a limb from a live animal. He didn't
realize that it was a healing technique
used by Arab shepherds.

Rashi says that in each case, he
suffered for his false accusations.
When the brothers dipped the coat in
blood, they properly slaughtered the
goat. This went against Yosef's
assumption that they would eat from
a live animal and was used to
disquise what really happened to him.

On Chanuka, one would rightly have
assumed that the Maccabees would
be unsuccessful, or that the oil would
run out after one day. Yet, these
things did not occur because Hashem
had a different thought on the matter.

We should always remain open to the
possibility that there is an alternative
we haven't considered and in that way
we will avoid suffering  the
consequences of our narrowed minds
and fields of view. Better to light a
candle and let the darkness be
expelled from every corner.

Thought of the week:
When you judge 2 book by
its cover you end up missing
out on the whole story.
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“And he said to them: Please listen to this dream that | dreamed.” (Gen. 37:6)
Yosef was not a fool. The Torah describes him as a ‘ben zekunim,” a wise son. If he knew
that his brothers were jealous and hated him, why antagonize them? When he told them he
had a great dream, they despised him. What is the point of pushing the issue and urging
them to hear more of what was upsetting them?

Numerous commentaries approach this question with the perspective that this dream was a
prophecy which the brothers needed to hear. One explanation is that since they would one
day be at Yosef's mercy, they should get on his good side now. R’ Yehuda Henkin
interestingly points out that they were shepherds. A dream about farming would be
unusual, hence Yosef pointed to it as a marker of truth.

However, even as a prophecy, which later prophets had to rebuke the Jews to listen to, it
seems that his urgent request that they listen would only stir up more ill will and harsh
feelings. Why would he do this if he understood the repercussions?

The Ohr Hachaim discusses the conversation in light of the Gemara in Brachos which
relates to the interpretation of dreams. There, a person who has a dream is advised to
have it interpreted in a positive way. The dream’s power lies in the interpretation and the
way a dream is explained will cause future results. One of the requirements is that it be the
day he awakens from the dream, which is why Yosef was so insistent that they listen to him
at that moment. But what the Ohr Hachaim also points out shows us the true wisdom
behind Yosef’s actions.

As we said, dreams follow the interpretation. One who wishes a favorable one will retell the
dream to someone who loves him and wants the best for him. Despite this, Yosef wanted
to tell the dream to his brothers, who openly despised him!

What Yosef was doing here was making a tremendously powerful statement. He was telling
his brothers, “I love you, even though you don’t realize it.” When he’d gone to their father
with reports about their behavior, it was with the best of intentions, so that they could
improve and be the best people they could be. But they didn’t see that.

When he asked them to listen to the dream, it was so they would realize that he trusted
them to love him and look for his best interests too. He made himself vulnerable to show
them his true feelings towards them. [He did this later, as well, when he revealed himself to
them. To avoid their embarrassment, he sent all his servants out of the room, though he
was putting himself at risk.]

Had the brothers considered this, they would have seen that it was not Yosef's ego that
fueled the dreams, but that they were a message for all of them from Hashem. Sadly, they
couldn’t appreciate the depth of his gesture, and our nation paid the price dearly.

A little boy was holding two apples, one in each hand. His mother came in and softly asked

her son with a smile: “Darling, could Mommy have one of your apples?”

The boy looked up at his mom for a few seconds, and then he quickly bit into each apple.
The mother felt the smile on her face freeze, as she tried hard not to reveal her
disappointment in her son’s failure to share.

But then, the boy handed one of his bitten apples to his mom with a huge, loving smile and
said: “Here, Mommy. Take this one. It's sweeter.”

No matter who you are, how experienced you are, and how knowledgeable you think you are, be
careful. What you see may not be the reality.
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