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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY

nwna

rom even before their first day on earth Esav has been

Yaakov’s antagonist. Esav alone has been worthy of the

Halacha of 2py5 xnw wy. The adversary nature of that
Halacha is twofold: in Gashmius and in Ruchnius. We all know
the famous Vort in the Tefilloh of Yaakov before they finally met.
He asks (32:12) 1wy Tn nx 7n X1 1>xn, save me please from the
hand of my brother, from the hand of Esav. Why the repetition
of the word m, why does Hashem need to identify the »nx
as being Esav? The Vort, born out of thousands of years of
experience, is that the Tefillah includes TWO hands, one when
he extends a hand charmingly, in good faith, as a brother and the
other hand thrust at us brutally, designed to be lethal, as Esav
would. We have seen both of those hands-persecution, pogroms
and the holocaust as well as the hand the welcomes us to their
universities and country clubs as they strip away any feelings
and emotions that Jews are supposed to have.

Esav is described as voa v »5, he hunts with his mouth, the
ultimate con man. He can sell you the Brooklyn Bridge twice
in the same day and convince you that you got a really good
deal the second time. We sadly see in our Galus America how so
many of our brothers and sisters have bought into their warped
moral compass and look at the world with Esav’s eyes and heart.
Please note that the word x1 —please, is placed before the Esav
that pretends he is our brother rather than before the belligerent
Esav indicating which moo is the greater one.

Rashi (33:4) brings a dispute over the interpretation of the
dotted word mpwn-and he kissed him. One opinion is that the
kiss was, as expected, deceitful and false. The other opinion of
Rav Shimon Bar Yochai, seems to have extra words to express
the opposite opinion. He says, “we all know the Halacha that
Esav hates Yaakov, but here his Rachmonus overtook him and
he kissed Yaakov WITH HIS WHOLE HEART”. Rav Eliyahu
Kitov explains that dots on top of a word in a Sefer Torah means
DO NOT TAKE this word at face value. The first opinion holds
that a kiss —at face value-involves some kind of adoration and
fondness. The dots tell us to ignore the face value-this kiss was
a Sheker. Rav Shimon Bar Yochai advances that the Halacha
instructs us to think that the FACE VALUE of Eisav’s kiss is
disloyal and corrupt. The message of the dots is to ignore the
words face value and to consider the kiss as being earnestly
affectionate. We dare not take Eisavs Kkiss at its face value. As
heard from my Shver Z’L, Rav Kitov’s friend.

It is elementary to consider Yaakov’s struggle with the Malach
as being nothing less than a towering celestial battle of the mm»
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of Yaakov versus Eisav and the powers of evil in the world.
Rashi (32:25) alludes to the Gemara in Chulin (91A) that the
Baal Haturim quotes fully. paxn means dust/sand, and that from
the wrestling the dust went up to the masn xo3 obviously is a
metaphor for something else. The Kli Yakar clarifies the entire
episode nry axm wnn. The Malach was ,wy 5w mw known as Sxno,
who is the Satan, the Malach Hamaves, the Yetzer Harah. In a
configuration of the Aleph Bais that takes the following letter
and forms another word, 5xno forms o1y, grapes. Says the Kli
Yakar just as grapes, used as wine distorts one physical vision (a
serious drunk was once sitting and in walked a pair of identical
twins. As the drunk looks at them, he begins shaking his head
as if to straighten his vision. The twins notice his confusion and
inform him that they are in fact identical twins. The drunk man
replies: all three of you?) so too the Yetzer Hara distorts our
spiritual vision.

Yiden are omxn m2 ormxn, we all KNOW there is a Ribono Shel
Olam but the Yetzer Harah tries to make us blind to that, hence
the name 5xno whose root is xmp, blind, to Hashem-5-x. He
tries to blind us, denying us the ability to live as if we are aware
of Kadosh Baruch Hu-7maw» x5w wx mwx. He sends up a sand-
storm to obscure even the 21311 xo> from our conscience. His
modus operandi is night-time when vision is limited, therefore
the battle is over as soon as the day breaks when we can see
clearly again. Unfortunately, a worthy opponent who does his
job well.

The Kli Yakar goes on to explain the name change the Malach
gave Yaakov -5x1w» oy »a. The name Sx1w» comes from seeing-
2p X5 umwr-I see it but it is not near (Bilaam’s words - Balak
24:17). The Yetzer Harah acknowledges Yaakov’s victory-you
see straight; your vision is 20-20 despite my efforts to blind
you. Yisroel is also linked to mwn, to be straight as the Pasuk
describing the Geulah notes (Yeshaya 40:4) mwmb mpyn mm, the
crooked will become straight. Yaakov also realizes that victory
over the Yetzer Harah’s blindness and says; >x omn opbx »moxn 72
oo — I saw through his sand-storm and saw the Taon xo2.

Xbo1 XHan!

May we all be Zocheh to that victory x"1a.
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MOSDOS ZICHRON EREZ was established in 2005 under the leadership of Rav Chaim Zev Levitan and is dedicated to oider Bais Medrash bochurim who have

chosen to pursue the path of Zevulon while rooted in the tents of Yis
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B"h they have had great siyata d'shmaya in enabling these bochurim to shteig and face the

world as real Bnei Torah. Rav Levitan’s reputation in the chinuch field and his warm and caring personality have led to the tremendous hatzlocho of this wonderful mosod.
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I have lived with Lavan and | kept the 613 mitzvos

After the Holocaust, there was a Jewish couple who emigrated
from the burned-out Hungary to the United States. In those days,
it was very difficult for an observant Jew to find work because he
kept Shabbos. The gentiles were not agreeable to give off the day
on a regular basis, and to great distress, quite a few Jews began
to work on Shabbos. But this couple decided to open a small
grocery store, and this would allow them to decide when they
would be open and when they would be closed. And so they
opened their small grocery store and made their livelihood. All
their neighbors, even the gentiles, recognized their
straightforwardness and their faith and they liked to buy from
them.
The years passed, and one day a new store opened literally right
near them. This store belonged to a Jew who unfortunately, left
the way of the Torah and kept his store open even on Shabbos.
The gentiles in the neighborhood were pleased that they could
purchase from a store that was open all week — including
Shabbos, and so, slowly, slowly, all the customers went to buy
from the store of the mechalel Shabbos until hardly anybody
came in to buy from the first store. One day, on a Sunday, they
noticed that the gentiles in particular, began to come back to buy
from them. This raised their curiosity. After a brief investigation,
it was explained to them that the local priest told them, ‘We
respect people who observe their religion and traditions,
therefore, we must only buy from the Jews who do not open
their store on Shabbos’. This was amazing!
In our generation, it is very easy to chase after worldly desires
and pleasures, but we must remember that even the gentiles
show us that they want us to be like them. Internally, they
disparage the Jews that leave the religion of their fathers, and
they respect the Jew that keeps his religion and the principles of
the Torah. Yaakov Avinu knew this matter quite well. Therefore,
he informs Eisav, nN7wXI ‘MY nixn "N — 'M7a 27 oy'
'2'wa [N RIXAYT TRY TANY7 - ‘I have lived with Lavan —yet | kept
the 613 mitzvos, and | am sending to tell my lord to find favor in
your eyes’ (32:5-6, see Rashi). You should know that in no way do
| want to forego even one of the 613 mitzvos, for even in the
eyes of the gentiles, this is the only way to find favor!

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayishlach
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‘A matter of luck’ — "1 7@ my’
“Everything needs mazel, even the Sefer Torah in the heichel” (Zohar
to Parashas Naso)
In our Bais Midrash we learned a new explanation regarding mazel,
this is what happened: The Creator endowed us to be able to fulfill
the mitzvah of ‘write a Torah for yourself’ and | merited acquiring my
personal Sefer Torah. | brought the Sefer Torah to shul with me in my
new neighborhood.
However, the shul would not read from it since they received a
beautiful Sefer Torah on the condition that for two years they would
only read from it. After that they could use other Torahs. My Torah
remained not being used on a regular basis.
On Simchas Torah when we need to read from three Torahs, they
took out my Torah as well and they rolled it to Bereishis in order to
read from Bereishis as usual. While they were rolling it, | asked them
where they were holding? | meant which parsha, but instead of
answering with the name of the parsha, they said the words from the
parsha and this is what they said: “We are now at the words T7nI'
'na'nin - ‘you shall give birth to the ark’. | was not sure | heard right,
and | asked them to read it again and he repeated: “We are holding
by the words '"nann 11",
As an experienced baal koreh, | knew there was no such sentence in
the Torah and there had to be some mix-up by the reader. |
immediately approached to see with my own eyes, and | found
instead of the word "\7n1' the word "T7n1' was written.
My heart skipped a beat with the realization that the Sefer Torah
was pasul —invalid.
It took me a few days to appreciate the great hashgacha that from
all the words in the Torah | stopped just at the invalid word. More so,
we had not yet read from the Torah. Now that it was corrected, we
can read from it in all its beauty b’ezras Hashem.
| conclude with how | started, that even a Sefer Torah in the heichel
needs mazel, and sometimes the mazel is that we don’t read from a
Torah so as not to cause the congregation to stumble which is a
mazel unto itself.
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They shall Your laws to Yaakov (Devorim
33:10)

ANKR'.NINN WYY LLINKR YUK DYD DR YR X CTRN QY R
.N0™97 ANWIN NINNA AT DAL NNKD "IN X WY XIQ' DX
(v-n:27%)
And Yaakov became very frightened and it distressed him. So he
divided the people with him... into two camps. And he said, “If
Eisav comes to the one camp and strikes it, then the remaining
camp shall be a refuge. (32:8-9)

Completeness, only to Hashem — 1727 Dwa? 'n72 ,nin'7wn
These parshiyos are replete with moral lessons for all generations,
and they serve as a living book of mussar — rebuke, how faithful
Jews must conduct themselves in all their goings and actions, just
as the holy avos guided us in all their events and conducts when
they wandered and moved about. There were hidden intents and
meanings in all their doings and all their actions established the
Torah for generations.

When Yaakov Avinu was distressed and ran away from his brother
Eisav, when the angels came and told him (32:7): 7x 7'nX 7x 112’
'my W' NIXN YR JNRIP7 1710 DAl WY - ‘We came to your
brother, to Eisav, moreover, he is heading toward you, and four
hundred men are with him.” What did he do at this pivotal time?
He prepared himself with gifts, prayer, and war. He took his camp,
his people and possessions, and divided them into two, saying,
‘Even if Eisav is successful by battling half of them, the second half
will do battle with him and the remaining camp will be a refuge.

22100 XIDW DN TA'7' ,nT A¥na 02

Even when things are down, he learns what he is capable of
Yaakov Avinu knew that by dividing his possessions in two camps,
Eisav would be able to attack half of them. Still, this did not stop
him from dividing it into two camps to at least save the second
half, even at the cost of losing the first camp. This is a teaching for
the generations. By his actions he shows that this is the opposite
of what is normally done. A person thinks that he must be
complete, intact. All his actions must be in the category of
splendor and completeness. When he sees that things are not
complete, he becomes disheartened from the outset, and he does
not even want to try to do something. This is not only so with
mundane matters, rather, even Torah, Tefillah, one conducts
himself in this manner. The person demands completeness from
himself in all aspects to keep the mitzvos with all their particulars.
Therefore, this is a good, important characteristic — that one focus
all his energy on the service of Hashem. Yet, sometimes his reward
goes for naught, when he sees that he cannot pray or learn
wholeheartedly, as he expects of himself. Then he completely
gives up, and he does not even try to at least do the minimal
amount.

Indeed, each and every one of us will at times experience
situations where we will form an impression in our heads, and we
will not have the peace of mind to investigate the matter any
further. Which is why one has the duty, even when he is unable to
dig through the complexity of the issue, to turn to the Torah. He
must learn other appropriate things that will save him from bitul
Torah, and he will have another camp for refuge, as we learn from
the actions of Yaakov Avinu.

Along these lines, the Chofetz Chaim wrote (Hilchos Isurei Lashan
Hara, Introduction): ‘Whatever way a person is able to fulfill a
positive precept of the Torah, if he is very learned — then
according to his level. Even if he is not learned, he can still learn in
seforim in English, which the fear of HaKadosh Baruch Hu will
enter the heart of the person and he will not be wasting his time.

il
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Curiosity, the trait of the wicked Eisav — ywan I'Uy nT'n ,NINpon
When a person does not learn, he is idle, and this can bring him to
sin; being idle leads to boredom which can bring one to sin. This
causes the person to have too much spare time which then makes
him curious about the world. This will happen repeatedly. Thus, this
is the trait of Eisav as we find when Yaakov Avinu prepared his
messenger with a response when they brought the gift to Eisav. ™'
1197 N7R M7 1M NIKE DNR M7 K7 17RYI DR 1YY (e -
‘When my brother Eisav meets you and asks you, saying, “Whose are
you, where are you going, and to whom are these before you?”
(32:18). Yaakov knew that this was Eisav’s way, to ask questions and
to investigate and to be curious about any nonsensical thing in the
world. All this came about because he was an '"nTw w'X' — ‘a man of
the field’ (25:27) and Rashi explains, literally —a man wo is idle.
The advice for this is to set up various time periods for learning
different things. When you get tired of learning one thing, do not get
up completely from the sefer, rather take another sefer to look into.
Then you will be among those counted in the Bais Midrash, in the
holy atmosphere of those who study the Torah. As established by the
Roshei Yeshivos of earlier generations the daily schedule in the
yeshiva world. Different areas of study, in depth learning, topical
learning, halacha, mussar, to strengthen the head and the mind, and
if one becomes tired in one area of study, he can grab another area
of study. This way he will not nullify the words of the Torah. But if he
is only involved in one area of study, then when he is weak, he will
not be study Torah at all.

Torah study is equivalent to all — 071> Ta1> DN TIN'N
It is told regarding HaGaon HaTzaddik R’ Zundel Kroizer zt”l that
when he was young, he even lacked basic needs. He even did not
have holy seforim. The other boys of his generation would use this as
an excuse not to learn Gemara outside the yeshiva, since they could
not take the Gemaras out of the yeshiva. Not so with R’ Zundel.
Rather, he studied every Gemara that he found until he became
expert in all aspects of the Torah. This came about because of his
strong love to learn Torah. Thus, even though there might not have
been the sefer he was studying, he could pick up any sefer and learn
from it.
The same thing happened to the Brisker Rav who would sit and study
a mussar sefer for half the day. When asked that this was not the
custom in Brisk to study mussar as they spent their entire time
learning Gemara, and if this is so, then why did he set aside time to
study mussar? They held that mussar was only relevant to those who
were heartsick, and by studying it this would encourage their broken
hearts and heal them. “I feel as if | am in the same condition as these
people, therefore, | am studying mussar.” Although his greatness in
Torah was widespread, he took something else to study though it
was not the custom.
Not only this, but the mitzvah to learn Torah is equivalent to all the
other mitzvos, and this is easy to fulfill. As we have mentioned, when
one cannot study Torah in depth, he is not exempt, rather, he should
study things that are easier on the mind which do not require deep
thought. In this way he will still fulfill the mitzvah of learning Torah as
Chazal expounded, even if one studies the posukim of (26:6) aw"'
12 pnyt — ‘Yitzchak settled in Gerar’ or "I7 lynw [aIx1' — even
without learning or understanding the topic, he is rewarded for
reading Torah.
Hashem Yisbarach should help us merit to utilize our time properly in
studying and clinging to the Torah and not to waste any time at all.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayishlach 5780
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

Yaakov Avinu Placed Leah before Rachel to Create
a Symbolic Gesture to Save Mashiach ben Yosef

In this week’s parsha, parshas Vayishlach, we read about
the historic encounter between the two twin brothers, one
holy and the other not. On the one hand, there was Yaakov
Avinu, the first in the holy lineage of the shevatim of Yisrael,
who are named Yisrael after him. Opposite him stood Eisav
HaRasha, the first of a perpetual line of Yisrael’s enemies,
who scoff, antagonize and hate us until the bitter end—the
descendants of Edom. The tremendous enmity that would
exist between them was foretold to Rivka Imeinu by HKB”"H
while they were still in her womb (Bereishis 25, 23): anaxo"
YRARY DINTR DINDT 17720 TUynn DURING w1 Tavas o aw oY o
moyx 113y 3719—Hashem said to her, “Two nations are in
your womb, and two regimes from your insides shall be
separated; and one regime shall become strong from the
other regime, and the elder shall serve the younger.”

This, in fact, is what transpired. They went separate ways,
one material and one spiritual, one drawn to kedushah and
one to tumah (ibid. 27): wox 7 11 wiR WY 1 @y T
"minN 2w on e apyn mrw—the lads grew up and Eisav
became a man who knows trapping, a man of the field;
but Yaakov was a wholesome man, dwelling in tents. In
reality, the schism between them arose when Yaakov obtained
Yitzchak’s Berachos—which were meant for Eisav—by means
of deception. Fearing that Eisav would kill Yaakov, Yitzchak and
Rivkah instructed Yaakov to flee to Charan, where his uncle,
Lavan HaArami, lived. There, he would find a wife and produce
the foundation of the House of Yisrael, the original shevatim.

After a twenty-two-year sojourn in Lavan’s home, Yaakov
returns to Eretz Yisrael. During those years, Eisav’s hatred of
his brother smoldered and intensified. In an effort to appease
his brother, Yaakov sends messengers to Eisav, requesting a
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peaceful meeting. In anticipation of this historic encounter,
the Torah describes how Yaakov Avinu prepared and arranged
his family to greet his brother (ibid. 33, 1):

DTS AR PR WON TING PR 131 K2 10V T35 R 19 2Py Rwor”
TN 17T ORI NINAWT AR DW . mnawn cnw Syt Y byt anb by
JEPTIMAR 901 ART YT AN DOTRR 090 AIRY NN

Yaakov looked up and saw—and behold—Eisav was
approaching accompanied by four hundred men. So, he
divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two
handmaids. He positioned the handmaids and their
children first, and Leah and her children after them, and

Rachel and Yosef last.

Rashi explains Yaakov’s rationale for this arrangement by
citing the Midrash (B.R. 78, 8): The further back, the dearer
(to Yaakov). We will endeavor to explain what prompted
Yaakov Avinu to adopt this strategy in anticipation of his
encounter with Eisav.

In his commentary on the Torah, the Radak explains the
simple, straightforward reasoning behind this strategy: 11"
"ROITINNRT P21 DTN NAYANE 105 M Y9N 203 1ank—Yaakov
placed those dearest to him further back, so that if perhaps
Eisav’s anger would abate after killing the first ones, he would
then spare the rest. A similar explanation is proposed by the
Targum YoNasan. This seems very surprising and hard to
believe! After all, Yaakov Avinu epitomized “rachamim” and
placed total trust in Hashem; as such, it is implausible that he
would have placed the handmaidens and Leah in harm’s way

in order to protect Rachel and Yosef.
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Proof from Leah and Rachel Concerning the
Building of the Third Beis HaMikdash

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing a dispute the Rashba had with a non-Jewish
scholar that appears in the Shu”t HaRashba (Part 4, 187).
The non-Jew questioned how we can believe in the building
of the third Beis HaMikdash, seeing as the navi says explicitly
(Chagai 2, 9): 'm amR 71wRAT 10 TAARA 717 N0aR 7180 e Y
"mxaz—the glory of this last Temple will be greater than
that of the first, said Hashem, Master of Legions. This
passuk implies that the second Beis HaMikdash would be the
last Beis HaMikdash; there would not be another after it.

Here is the Rashba’s response: Rox 1R 9 RY n=nR”
NRT TIWRA T ART NINAWS AR QW 1MRsT  PWRAT BR Anuens
195 ARYY AIRAP AT 001NN 901 AR DT AR 200N 10 ARy
VR DTN ARAPY KUK 0T DUAN 7011 Trnw 0o by AR, maans
syt mimawn X The passuk refers to the second Beis
HaMikdash as the last—1m&’—only in relation to the first.
He explains that we find similar terminology in our passuk
in parshas Vayishlach. Our passuk refers to Leah and her
children as being "m»1amx’, implying that they were the last
ones, even though Rachel and Yosef came after them. Hence,
he concludes that they were only referred to as "m»nx’ in
relation to the handmaidens and their children. In other
words, HKB”H refers to the second Beis HaMikdash as being
the last--"y1mx”—only in relation to the first Beis HaMikdash;
but without a doubt, there will be another Beis HaMikdash.

In his Agra D’Pirka (322) and Bnei Yissaschar, the great
Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov, zy”a, applies this concept to
interpret the berachah the elders bestowed upon Boaz when
he married Ruth (Ruth 4, 11): bras 7na YX nRam nwsn AR 'nne
"HRAWT A DR Y 18 AwR aRYs—may Hashem make the
woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and
like Leah, both of whom built up the House of Yisrael.
Referring to the Gemara (Pesachim 88a), we learn that the
three Batei Mikdash correspond to the three Avos. The
first was in the merit of Avraham, who called it a mountain
(Bereishis 22, 14); the second was in the merit of Yitzchak,
who called it a field (ibid. 24, 63); the third will be built in the
merit of Yaakov, who called it a house (ibid. 28, 19).

Now, the term «DY11MXR» appears in our passuk both in
relation to Leah and in relation to Rachel. As we have seen,

Shvilei Pinches

when HKB”H employs this term in relation to the second
Beis HaMikdash: "mamxa i nean 7135 71 Yrma—He is not
excluding by any means the future building of the third Beis
HaMikdash. Applying this to the berachah bestowed upon
Boaz: “May Hashem make the woman who is coming into
your house like Rachel and like Leah, both of whom built
up the House of Yisrael”—they were blessing him that Ruth
follow in the footsteps of Rachel and Leah, who encouraged
Yisrael to believe sincerely in the building of the third Beis
HaMikdash—referred to as the House of Yisrael—since it
will be built in the merit of Yaakov, who is called Yisrael.

David HaMelech Who Is Destined to Build
the Third Beis HaMikdash/ Descended
from Boaz and Ruth

Let us expand on this explanation with a fascinating idea.
We know that the union of Boaz and Ruth ultimately produced
David HaMelech; he was their great grandchild. He dedicated
his life to finding the designated site for the building of the Beis
HaMikdash—not just the first and second Beis HaMikdash but
also the third Beis HaMikdash that Yaakov called a “house”
and will stand forever. David describes his lifelong quest in
his heartfelt tefilah to Hashem (Tehillim 132, 1):

,APYY T0aRY 71 yawa 1w Ny Yo nR 11y i et mbyan e
"ayayy MYy MY NN BN SPINe way by aYyR oxR N DR R1EKR ON
apys 99aRY n1swn i nIpn KRN 1Y, 1REn

A song of Ascents. O Hashem, remember unto David all
his suffering. How he swore to Hashem and vowed to the
Mighty One of Yaakov, “If I enter the tent of my home; if I
go upon the bed that is spread before me; if I allow sleep
to my eyes, slumber to my eyelids; before I find a place
for Hashem, resting places for the Mighty One of Yaakov.”
David swears and vows to HKB”H that he will not rest until he
finds the site where the third Beis HaMikdash will be built, at
the time of the future geulah. He calls HKB”H the “Mighty One
of Yaakov” alluding to the fact that the third Beis HaMikdash
will be built in the merit of Yaakov.

Beyond the obvious reason that David longed to find the site
of the Mikdash, we can provide an additional, praiseworthy
The Rambam writes (Hilchos Melachim 11, 1):
The Melech HaMashiach is destined to rise and restore

reason.
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the Davidic dynasty to its former state, to its original
sovereignty; he will build the Mikdash and gather in the
dispersed members of Yisrael. As the Zohar hakadosh
explains, David HaMelech himself is destined to be Mashiach
(Lech Lecha 82Db): 1128 Nrtown N5 »a123 199881, 1217y’ or RoYn 117”
"koyn—David HaMelech lives forever; and even in the times
of the Melech HaMashiach, he will be king. Thus, David
HaMelech, who is destined to be the Melech HaMashiach, will
build the third Beis HaMikdash to “Avir Yaakov”—the Mighty
One of Yaakov. Therefore, it stands to reason that he would
long to find the location where he himself will build the third
Beis HaMikdash.

Now, this explains very nicely the berachah bestowed upon
Boaz. Rachel and Leah intensified the emunah in the building
of the third Beis HaMikdash—that was called a house, "n»a".
For, it was revealed in relation to them that the term "11nx”
does not actually mean the last one but only the last one with
respect to the previous one. Therefore, the people blessed
Boaz that the woman he was bringing into his house—Ruth—
would be privileged to give birth to the line of David HaMelech,
who prepared the site where he himself would build the third
Beis HaMikdash—the House of Yisrael.

Yaakov Avinu Appeased Eisav
as a Symbolic Gesture for the Future Geulah

[ had a wonderful idea concerning the reason HKB”H chose
to reveal our strengthened belief in the third Beis HaMikdash
specifically through Yaakov’s historic encounter with Eisawv.
First, however, we will explain why Yaakov Avinu chose to
place his life in danger by meeting with Eisav. As it is written
in our parsha (Bereishis 32, 8): "% =g 781 2py» R1»1"—and
Yaakov became very frightened, and it distressed him.
Rashi comments: He was afraid that he might be killed;
and it distressed him that he might have to Kkill others.
Seemingly, it would have been preferable and safer had Yaakov
not sent messengers to Eisav to Seir; he should have simply
remained in Eretz Yisrael and not met with Eisav at all—just
as he did throughout the years of his sojourn in Charan.

It appears that we can explain the matter based on a
teaching in the Zohar hakadosh (Vayeitzei 148b). We learn
that Yaakov’s departure from the site of the Mikdash to Charan
alludes to the churban of the Beis HaMikdash and Yisrael’s

Shvilei Pincles

galus. A similar idea is taught in the Midrash (B.R. 68, 13).
Accordingly, Yaakov’s return to Eretz Yisrael must allude to
Yisrael’s exodus from their galuyos and their return to Eretz
Yisrael at the time of the geulah.

Regarding the time of the geulah, the navi prophesies
(Yeshayah 11, 6): «y377»73 0¥ 71921 w32 oy ax1 1»—the wolf will
live with the sheep and the leopard will lie down with the
kid. The Rambam addresses the implications of this prophesy
(Hilchos Melachim 12, 1):

Do not presume that in the days of the Mashiach any
facet of the world’s nature will change or there will be
innovations in the work of creation. Rather, the world
will continue according to its pattern. Although it states
in Yeshayah: “The wolf will dwell with the lamb, the
leopard will lie down with the young goat,” these words
are a metaphor and a parable. The interpretation of
the prophecy is as follows: Yisrael will dwell securely
together with the wicked gentiles who are likened to a
wolf and a leopard, as it says (Yirmiyah 5, 6): “A wolf from
the wilderness shall spoil them and a leopard will stalk
their cities.” They will all return to the true faith and no
longer steal or destroy. Rather, they will eat permitted
food at peace with Israel as it states (Yeshayah 11, 7): “The
lion will eat straw like an ox.”

We learn that the good portion of the nations of the world
will perform complete teshuvah and will unite with Yisrael in
keeping with the passuk: “The wolf will dwell with the lamb.”
Furthermore, the navi prophesies that le’asid la'vo the goyim
will attend to the needs of Yisrael, as it is written (Zechariah 8,
23): mwh Yon mawaR vy 1T WK AT 0903 NINGY ' RN
JEony mUpR tynw 5 osny o1 AnKY T wAR fI53 IpnT man
Thus said Hashem, Master of Legions: In those days, it will
happen that ten men, of all the different languages of the
nations, will take hold, they will take hold of the corner of
the garment of a Jewish man, saying, “Let us go with you,
for we have heard that G-d is with you!”

Thus, we have achieved to some minor degree a better
understanding of Yaakov Avinu'’s intent. Just as his departure
to Charan exemplified the principle of “ma’aseh Avos siman
la’banim”; so, too, did his return to Eretz Yisrael from Charan.
Whereas the former foretold the exile of Yisrael among the
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nations of the world, the latter alludes to the future geulah.
For this reason, Yaakov chose to meet with Eisav HaRasha
in an attempt to placate him and make peace with him. He
was performing a symbolic gesture—“po’el dimyon”—
related to the future geulah, when the good portion of Eisav’s
descendants, the sparks of kedushah within him, are destined
to unite with Yisrael, as per the prophecy: “The wolf will
dwell with thelamb.” (Translator’s note: We have mentioned
in previous maamarim that Eisav’s sparks of kedushah were
located in his head; therefore, his head rolled into the Me’aras
HaMachpeilah and came to rest in Yitzchak’s lap.)

A Man Wrestled with Him until
the Break of Dawn of the Future Geulah

Based on what we have learned, we can comprehend why
HKB”H arranged for Eisav’s guardian angel—the yetzer hara
and the Satan—to wrestle with Yaakov, but it was unable to
defeat him. On the contrary, Yaakov subdued it and defeated
it, as Eisav’s guardian angel concedes to him (Bereishis 32,
29): "o @R oyt morvR oy v '>"—for you have engaged
the Divine and men and you have triumphed. As explained,
all of these events were symbolic gestures foreshadowing
details of the future geulah. For, we learn in the Gemara
(Succah 52b): maprtert 2282 MorwT YA Yy V2P IR2R R12Y TRYY”
"moywnn ans1—le’asid la’'vo, HKB”H will bring the yetzer
hara and slaughter it in the presence of the tzaddikim
and the reshaim. According to the Shela hakadosh (Chayei
Sarah), this signifies that HKB”H will remove the evil part of
it, leaving just the good part.

HKB”H alludes to this in the holy Torah (ibid. 25): apy» anw”
" Ry 1Y My v pany 11aY—and Yaakov remained alone
and a man wrestled with him until the break of dawn.
This teaches us that our struggle with Eisav’s ministering
angel will only last until “the break of dawn”—alluding to
the future geulah, of which it says (Yeshayah 58, 8): ypa» R”
»1x anws—then Your light will burst through like the
dawn. In fact, Eisav’s malach alludes to this himself when
he beseeches Yaakov (Bereishis 32, 27): "mwn nby 2 anbw'—
release me, for dawn has broken. In other words, you have
already performed the “po’el dimyon” and preparation for the
future geulah.

Shvilei Pinclhes

An elucidation in the Midrash on this passuk provides us
with definite support for this notion (B.R. 77, 1): apy> anv”
PR LTITYS R7RW 3577 11T YR PR (19-17 0913T) my WK paR 11aY
AR 17aY ‘T SAw 13 31N n7Apn nnL,R30 YR 1w URD Tt UND
Jrmab apyy A apy? The Midrash associates Yaakov's struggle
with the malach with a passuk related to the future geulah,
when (Yeshayah 2, 11) “Hashem alone will be exalted.” In
similar fashion, after subjugating his opponent, Yaakov stood
alone triumphant, signifying the dawn of a new era, the time
of the future geulah, when we will no longer struggle with the
descendants of Eisav and his guardian angel.

This explains very nicely Eisav’s statement to Yaakov after
they came to terms with one another (Bereishis 33, 12): anax»"
711215 oYR1 oY myoi—and he said, “Travel on and let us
go; 1 will proceed alongside you.” Rashi comments: mwa”
"15—in line with you. Upon seeing that Yaakov had defeated
his guardian angel and had succeeded in appeasing him, Eisav
thought that the time of the geulah had arrived, when they
could finally walk side by side. Hence, he says, “I will proceed
alongside you,” suggestive of the way it will be at the time of
the future geulah, when ten non-Jews of various nations will
grab unto a Jew’s garment.

Yaakov, however, realized that all that had transpired was
merely a preparation and “po’el dimyon” for the future geulah.
For, in reality, the time of the geulah had not yet arrived; it
was not yet time to unite with Eisav. The evil part of him still
beat within him like a poison that was liable to infect Yaakov’s
offspring. Therefore, he responded unequivocally to Eisav
(ibid. 13): mipaT1 2oy niby apant XM Q297 BYTY 0D P AT
"Rem 95 1t R pr—my lord knows that the children are
tender, and the nursing flocks and cattle are upon me;
and they will drive them hard for one day, then all the
flocks will die. In other words, Yaakov was expressing his
fear that Eisav might corrupt his children and turn them into
reshaim, who are considered dead even while they are still
alive (Berachos 18b).

Therefore, Yaakov suggested an alternate plan: »a1x 8293y
WU 7Y, 02101 DA 21aY AR oRYRn YA 2uRY amans vkt ey caY
"W a1TR YR R1ak—let my lord go ahead of his servant; I
will make my way at my slow pace according to the gait of
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the work that is before me and to the gait of the children,
until I come to my lord at Seir. According to Rashi, Yaakov
was alluding to Eisav that he would, indeed, come to Seir in
the times of the Mashiach, as it states (Ovadiah 1, 21): “And
saviors will arise upon Har Tziyon to mete out justice
to Har Eisav.” Yaakov was informing him that at that time,
HKB”H would judge him and eradicate the evil part of him,
leaving only the good part that would then unite with Yisrael
and attend to them.

The Kings of Edom Precede the Kings of Yisrael

Now, the end of our parsha chronicles the history of the
kings of Edom (Bereishis 36, 31): @11 yaxa 1571 2wx orobnn noxr
"IR7w? 22127 7o Tivn av—and these are the kings who reigned
in the land of Edom before a king reigned over the Children
of Yisrael. The Shela hakadosh explains in the name of the
Tola’as Yaakov the significance of this passage. He writes that
the klipah—the shell and husk—precedes the fruit. Yet, in the
future, HKB”H will introduce the inner core of the fruit without
an external peel (husk), as it states (Yirmiyah 2, 3): “Yisrael is
holy to Hashem, the first of His crop.” And even though He
will give the fruit preeminence, no one will dare exploit it. For,
“all who devour it will be held accountable; evil shall befall
them—the word of Hashem.”

A similar idea is presented by the Midrash (B.R. 63, 9) in
relation to the passuk (Bereishis 25, 25): 1915 "1 11K xeor”
RIP110Y 2PV AR 1T PR REY 1D NN, WY MW RPN WY NNTRD
mobnn vomn o T anR o e PR 1 1Y DR TN 1At .apyt my
NIMIR 1171 PR KXY 15 KT 1Y 3001 ombie Yo pon 21 Xean  ans
»wy apya A ruler once asked those of the House of Siloni,
“Who will rule after us?” He brought out a blank piece of
paper, took a quill and wrote on it, “After that his brother
emerged with his hand grasping onto the heel of Eisav.”

Now, this enlightens us regarding the wisdom of Yaakov’s
strategy. Before encountering Eisav, he positioned his family
such that the handmaidens and their children were in front;
Leah and her children were next; Rachel and Yosef were in
back. As the Midrash explained: “Those further back were
dearest to him.” Thus, he was conveying a message to Eisav.
Although Eisav’s descendants, the kings of Edom, would rule
before the kings of Yisrael, the reason is because 1amx 1anx”

Shvilei Pincles

"avar—the best and dearest are saved for last. Ultimately,
at the time of the future geulah, HKB”H will hand over the
sovereignty to Yisrael (Zechariah 14, 9): yarn s by fony n ey
"RR MYt TR ‘1 o R nvs—Hashem will be King over all
the land; on that day, Hashem will be one and His name
will be one.

We can also better appreciate why HKB”H chose to
reinforce our beliefin the building of the third Beis HaMikdash
at the moment Yaakov encountered Eisav. Seeing as Yaakov
appeased Eisav and made peace with him to perform a
symbolic gesture for the future geulah; it was the appropriate
time to allude to the building of the third Beis HaMikdash,
which will be built at the time of the future geulah in the merit
of Yaakov, who called it a house.

Yaakov’s Encounter with Eisav
Was a Preparation for the Future Geulah

Following this line of reasoning, we will proceed to explain
Yaakov Avinu’s logic. Our sages of blessed memory teach us
in the Gemara (Succah 52a) that to accomplish the future
geulah, HKB”H will first send Mashiach ben Yosef, who will be
killed. Our commentaries explain that he will die to atone for
the iniquities of Yisrael. Subsequently, Mashiach ben David

will appear.

Concerning this subject, the Maharsha writes in Chiddushei
Aggados: qo™ 13 Mwn K130 A9UMNS R TATRS nTnYn nYINaaT”
S AT PRY 1 O 1wy 131 Ay 5o 131 21N 1 IR ey
IN12% 2737 @23513 13T 1 Y Yar qe 12 mwn v By KoK s ey
WAIaNRD 1T 13 rewn K3 Ty e mYINa e K91 anm obwrs any
smxapn s At the time of the future geulah, swiftly in our
times, Mashiach ben Yosef will come first to save Yisrael,
as it is written (Ovadiah 1, 18): “The house of Yosef (shall
be) a flame and the house of Eisav for straw, etc.” For, the
offspring of Eisav will only be eliminated by Mashiach ben
Yosef. Yet, he will be murdered by the numerous idolaters
who will return to Yerushalayim. The complete geulah will
not be realized until the arrival of Mashiach ben David, as
explained in several scriptural references.

Now, in Sha’ar HaKavanos (Drushei HaAmidah 6), the
Arizal teaches us that when we utter the words 772y =17 N©1”

S I I e s S ) S S S S s T S e I
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"pon no1ny manmi—and the throne of David, Your servant,
may You establish soon in its midst—in our Shemoneh
Esreh, we should have Mashiach ben Yosef in mind. We
should pray that he will not be killed in the battle of Gog and
Magog. But where is this alluded to in our tefilah pertaining
to the throne of David?

In light of our current discussion, we can suggest an
explanation. Mashiach ben Yosef will come first and will
be Kkilled in the battle of Gog and Magog; thus, he will pave
the way for the arrival of Mashiach ben David. Accordingly,
we can conjecture that when we utter the words “and the
throne of David, Your servant, may You establish soon
in its midst,” we are praying that his arrival should not be
delayed on account of the sins of the generation, necessitating
atonement via the death of Mashiach ben Yosef. Instead, may
Yisrael awaken to perform teshuvah, hastening the arrival of
Mashiach ben David, eliminating the need for Mashiach ben

Yosef to die.

Sz

This illuminates for us the profound wisdom of Yaakov
Avinu. In anticipation of his encounter with Eisav, he performed
a “po’el dimyon” related to the future geulah. He placed the
handmaidens and their children in front; they represent the
simple folk among the people of Yisrael; it was his desire that
they should be inspired on their own to perform teshuvah.
Right after them, he placed Leah and her children; they allude to
Mashiach ben David from Shevet Yehudah, one of Leah’s sons. In
the merit of Yisrael’s teshuvah, he should come before Mashiach
ben Yosef. Lastly, he placed Rachel and Yosef, performing a
symbolic gesture that Mashiach ben Yosef, a descendant of
Rachel, should remain alive. He would then join Mashiach
ben David to overcome Eisav, who will only be defeated by the
children of Rachel.
Leah ahead of Rachel, because he did not fear for the death

According to this scenario, he positioned

of Mashiach ben David. Hence, he positioned her in front to
protect Rachel and Yosef; so that Mashiach ben Yosef would
not die. Instead, he would join forces with Mashiach ben David,

who will come to redeem us, swiftly, in our times! Amen.
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Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck
T he Medrash explains that because the 400 men that came with
Eisov left him when he met Yaakov, Eisov himself merited that
400 of his descendants escaped when Dovid Hamelech battled
Amoleik. Why is Eisov rewarded when 400 unrelated people did
something worthwhile, protecting themselves, Shelo Nichve B’gachelto
Shel Yaakoy, that they should not become burned from Yaakov's fire?

| believe the connection between the two is as follows. People become
fearful or fearless based on their leaders’ reactions towards a given
situation. Parents that are afraid of animals instill a fear in their children
even without saying anything. The same is true about parents' arrogance,
humility, and every other human trait. Similarly, Eisov acted in a manner
that made it natural that the 400 men should become afraid. For that
act of respect, he was rewarded many years later.

While this is more pronounced in the relationship between a parent
and child, it is also true when people observe their role model or leader.
It is also true in our daily interactions. For example,Yaakov was asked his
age by Paroah because of how he presented himself to Paroah. (This is
why he lost one year not only for every word of his response but also
for every word of the question asked to him.)

Everyone should be aware of this responsibility. We present ourselves
in a2 manner that “teaches” our children and causes our spouses to
feel good or bad about themselves. How we carry ourselves affects
everyone around us. Therefore, this becomes our responsibility, our
skill, and a dangerous tool. Use it wisely.

The Challenge of Understanding the Importance of Tefilla

his is a topic which | have discussed several times and | am certain

I that there will be some repetition in this article. | ask readers to

indulge me. The topic is important, the success rate is poor; and

no one can say with certainty when they are “ripe” to reevaluate tefilla

or their relationship to it. Often, it is spontaneous and a random article

can always be a catalyst for growth. Therefore, repeating this topic every
so often will be helpful to readers.

| was asked why is Tefilla important. | won’t respond to that question.
Instead, | want to discuss why Tefilla is important to the individual. The
“to the individual” part of the question is a somewhat
recent requirement to motivate people. Parents and

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

which ones should be blindly accepted, in regard to our topic, religious-
based responsibilities should be accepted without expecting a compelling
explanation before undertaking it as a part of a lifestyle change.

This previous point will hopefully assist people on an intellectual level.

Although intellectual reasons are often insufficient to motivate people,

they serve the purpose of diminishing expectations, making it less difficult

to accept the emotional reasons given when asking people to appreciate

Tefilla.

Before | offer reasons to appreciate what people gain from Tefilla, |
have to emphasize that Tefilla can not possibly be
appreciated if it is done completely wrong. Our

teachers must offer incentives to children to help get "The praﬁlam is not A Tefilla often does not resemble the Chachomim's

them to focus on their studies. Our society works . intentions of being an emotional, relationshi
“ » . 4 Lack of understanding en eing , P

on a “to me” system. Everything people do is to get building, and spiritual experience. Whether or not

rich, be liked, even to avoid jail, and to live happily
ever after.

| do accept that there is a practical need to explain

why something should be important to the individual before | can expect
them to follow instructions. Nevertheless, | want to begin by challenging
the inherent right to act “under protest” unless they understand why
what they are being asked to do should be important.

Until recently, it was understood that we do some things because we
have to and other things because we want to. If it is not explained to
me why | must eat the piece of cake then | can choose to decline the
offer. But | should brush my teeth even if | don't feel like it and don't
understand the risks of tooth decay.

People should be accustomed to accepting rules and responsibilities
even if they do not understand them. While it becomes questionable

Aas much as it is a Lack af
Willinguess. "’

people feel they can, even in minimal degrees, achieve
success, they should be honest enough to appreciate
that they have never attempted Tefilla as intended.
Therefore, they have no right to challenge its overall
importance or question why it should be important to them.

Here are some reasons that people who believe in Hashem, the Torah,
and our responsibility to follow both, should find easy to appreciate. (If
this is not completely accepted, then a discussion on the value of Tefilla
is a premature one and needs to be placed on the side until the more
fundamental ones are discussed.)

I) The nature of people requires them to be constantly reminded of
what is fair, what individuals have a right to expect, and what is expected
of them. When people lose touch of these three points they become
self-absorbed, self-righteous, disappointed, and then angry at the world.
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We see this happen with children whose parents were, for whatever
reason, unable to create a home which offers checks and balances in
these three areas. Sadly, we all know some adults who have these same
weaknesses. Had they been reminded, patiently, then they would have
a balanced view not only of what they can expect but what is rightfully
expected of them.

Tefilla offers people the same balance. By asking Hashem for our needs,
such as during Shemona Esrai, we are reminded that we have few, if any,
inherent rights and we must ask for anything which is important for
us. Appreciating that they are not inherent rights means that they are
privileges. By definition, that means we must deserve them. This forces
us to consider whether we are fulfilling our part in what has just
become a reciprocal relationship.

2) | believe that the nature of people is to discredit whatever
comes difficult to them. If Tefilla is difficult, it must not make sense.
Or, at least, it does not make sense to me. Being honest, people would
acknowledge that they are just not prepared for the emotionally
intense, sustained investment required. The problem is not a lack of
understanding as much as it is a lack of willingness.

3) Tefilla teaches us and reminds us what to strive for. In school,
the topics that will be on the test will be repeated throughout the
semester. In addition, those same topics that may bore us from focusing
on them throughout the school year are also the topics needed to

achieve success in their respective fields. Tefilla tells us what we should
strive for. It reminds me that | yearn for Moshiach (bumper stickers don’t
do the job). It reminds me that Hashem, not my efforts, decides whether
| will earn a sufficient income. Tefilla reminds me how | am supposed to
think.

4) Tefilla is also important because it is the decent thing to do. If you
want something, you ask for it nicely. If you receive it, you thank the one
who gave it to you. This should not require people being in the mood
or an explanation as to why it is important or important to them. It is
plain decency. By overcomplicating what Tefilla is, we forget that it is a
responsibility of any relationship. We do this often, sometimes because
of an agenda, other times sincerely.

5) There are other more spiritual reasons which | am not discussing.
For example, Tefilla changes the person and, done completely, it raises
the Ruchnius level of the person. It is important for people to realize
that when they achieve any level of success, there is always another level
waiting for them to embrace. Ruchnius growth and a relationship with
Hashem is an ever-changing process.

So, to answer the question, “Why should Tefilla be important to me?”, the
answer is because you want to believe that you are a decent human being.
You want to be honest with yourself, fair to others, and appreciative to
those that help you. Tefilla does all of that and more.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

or over thirty-five years during the mid-to-late |9th-century,
F R’ Marcus (Meir) Lehmann ZT”L was the rabbi of Mainz,

Germany, and a champion of Orthodox Judaism in that

country.A fine scholar and writer, he was also very involved in
community affairs and enjoyed a close personal relationship with the
German royal house and the Kaiser himself. Once, a terrible decree
was issued by the German senate, and the rabbis of Germany called
upon him to join their delegation in petitioning the king to annul this
evil decree. They arranged to meet R’ Lehmann at the train station in
Mainz and from there to proceed together to meet the Kaiser, with
whom they had already set up an appointment.

R’ Lehmann prepared to join the rabbinic delegation and was
about to leave for the train station when there was a knock at his
door.The Rebbetzin answered the door and told the visitor that the
rabbi could not see anyone now as he was about to depart on a very
urgent mission. The man, however, insisted that it was a matter of life
and death, pikuach nefesh. R’ Lehmann heard the commotion and
invited the man in thinking that it would take only a few minutes.

The man entered the rabbi’s study and began to relate a long story.
His eldest son had been blessed with a son. Unable to contact the
local rabbi, he had taken it upon himself to act as sandak. However,
soon after the bris the child died. Now, his younger son was blessed
with a son, and again the local rabbi was unable to attend the bris.*l
have come to ask you, R’ Lehmann, should | again assume the role of
sandak? Would this not pose a danger to the newborn infant?”

R’ Lehmann asked him, “And if you are not the sandak, is there
anyone else you can honor? Why take chances?” All this time, he was
looking at the clock on the wall to see if he had enough time to reach
the station before the train pulled out. But the man would not let go.
He had another urgent question to ask the rabbi.“What name should
| give the baby?”

R’ Lehmann became agitated. “This is your urgent question?” he
asked, already irked by the impudence of his visitor.“l| don’t know, call
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him Zevulun, Dan, Yosef, Chaim, Gad, Naftali Ber! Call him whatever
you want. But please, | must go now.” And with that, he rushed out of
the house to the train station.

But he was too late and when he arrived at the station, he found
that the train had already departed and the other rabbis were in the
station despondently waiting for him. They were devastated, for they
knew that there was no chance now to make their appointment with
the Kaiser. As they sat stunned in the station, a railway employee
came running in and told them that there had been an accident and
the train that had just left had fallen off a cliff around the bend.All the
passengers had perished.The rabbis were shocked and offered praise
to Hashem for having spared their lives.

R’ Lehmann was convinced that the man who had come to his
door was none other than Eliyahu Hanavi. However, a number of
years later, the same man once again appeared at R’ Lehmann’s door.
This time, he had come to invite the rabbi to the Bar Mitzvah of
his grandson, the boy he had had so many questions about thirteen
years earlier. Of course, R’ Lehmann happily agreed to attend and on
Shabbos, he arrived at the synagogue just as the shamash was calling
the Bar Mitzvah boy to the Torah for his aliyah. In a loud voice, he
called out: “Yaamod, Habachur HaBar Mitzvah, Zevulun, Dan, Yosef,
Chaim, Gad, Naftali Ber ben Moshe.”

When the congregants heard this long list of names being read,
they began to laugh with derision. R’ Lehmann was also surprised at
the boy’s unusual designation and asked the proud grandfather,“Why
does the boy have so many names?”

The man looked confused.“But rabbi, these are the names that you
told me to name the child.”

R’ Lehman now understood that the man was by no means Eliyahu
Hanavi but just a simple Jew who had been sent by Heavenly design
to intervene and save his life and the lives of the other rabbis thirteen
years ago.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

Parshas Vayishlach and Tehillim 140 - Naming, and Overcoming, Enemies

David Gurwitz

The related Tehillim to Parshas Toldos is kappitel 140. In this kappitel, Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ provides a
fascinating word analysis of Dovid Hamelech’s look at the ways of wicked men: "Shanenu leshonam kemo nochosh
chamas achshuv tachas sefoseimo selah - They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; viper’s venom is
beneath their lips.”

This description follows the use in verse 2 of words that are similar to the parsha: “Chaltzeini Hashem mei’adam ra
mei’ish chamosim tintzereini - Free me, Hashem, from the wicked man; preserve me from a man of wrongdoing.”
Rav Hirsch expresses Dovid Hamelech’s concern that any association with people like this would corrupt him and
teach him to fight wrongdoers with wrongdoing. Honesty and uprightness would be lost.

The parsha has the similar sounding famous verse from verse 12: “"Hatzileini na miyad achi miyad Eisav - Save me,
please, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Eisav.”

Verse 14 says that Yaakov stayed there at night, and he took from what had come to his hand a present to give
Eisav, his brother. We see here that he planned to address both concerns - his brother and Eisav.

Chazal tell us that the “brother” part of this enemy is often more difficult than the evil part itself. There are many
stories of gedolim saying these pesukim from this week’s parsha before encountering the ruling powers to argue for
lifting of evil decrees against our people.

We learn from here that Yaakov was preparing for three strategies: war, presents and tefillah.

We see all three strategies hinted at in the expression, as well. How?

Miyad (54) Eisav (376) is begematria 430, the same gematria as that of the word nefesh, which indicates war.

Miyad (54) achi (19) miyad (54) Eisav (376), with the twelve letters, is begematria 515, the same as that of the
word tefillah.

Finally, miyad achi is begematria chessed, with the kollel. Gifts are an indication of kindness and appeasement.
We can also learn that this trio of strategies is available to us every day - in Shema. How?

“Bechol levovecha” is davening, which is called avodah shebelev.

“Bechol nafshecha” is putting one’s life on the line - war.

“Bechol me‘odecha” is money.

In fact, achi and Eisav, together, add up to 395, the value of the word neshamah. That was the ultimate fear of
Yaakov from the combined aspects of the expressed concern.

In fact, as we know, when we say Shema, we cover our eyes, our ayin. In this world, we really cannot see clearly.

However, we can “see” a fascinating connection here as well regarding the attack on our clarity from Rav Hirsch’s
etymological investigation of the animal names used in kappitel 140, which focuses on the words akrav, achbish and
atlaf. The three animal names derive from the words kerov, kabash and telef, each with the letter Ayin starting each
word.

Aytlaf, the bat, comes from telfe, Chaldean word for claw, focusing on the dominating foot aspect of a bat.
Achbeish, spider, comes from kabash, to conquer (in English, to put the kibosh on it). This refers to the ability of the
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spider to capture other insects in its web. Akrov, scorpion, comes from kerov, battle, up close, since this creature
has a constant state of physical preparedness for war.

Rav Hirsch goes even further with the analysis of a viper.

Achshav comes from choshuv, also with the letter Ayin in front. Choshuv relates to yashev, to rest, kashev, to give
ear, and kazev, to deceive. Therefore, it is an animal that practices deceit in lurking calm, which is quite an accurate
description of the viper. Also, the word for mouse, achbar, comes from the Ayin and the word kabar, already, and
kabarah, a sieve, which means removing, like the word kebar, to bury. Therefore, Rav Hirsch explains, the mouse is
already that which is removed, or sifted, and this describes an animal which slips away and hides.

It appears in the structure of Lashon Hakodesh that the letter of sight, the Ayin, gets blocked by enemies.

The battle in this week’s parsha with the most formidable enemy - the sar shel Eisav - also derives from an Ayin in
front: Eisav is Ayin and the letters Shin and Vov, meaning an equivalent power trying to offset the vision of clarity of
the eye.

We described last year how Yaakov’s battle with the angel of Eisav connects deeply to Chanukah:

“After they wrestled all night and the malach dislocated his thighbone, Yaakov did not let the malach go, despite the
malach’s need to sing praises to Hashem at dawn, until the malach blessed him. The Torah states the following:
“Yaakov was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until the break of dawn. When he perceived that he could not
overcome him, he struck (vayigah) the socket of his hip (kaf yereicho).”

Vayiga, meaning “he struck,” has the same gematria as Chanukah, 89.
Kaf yereicho, meaning “the socket of his hip,” has the same gematria as Purim, 336.

Rav Elchonon Wasserman zt”/ wrote a famous piece in which he describes how physical threats are fought with
spiritual weapons (Purim) and spiritual threats are fought with physical responses (Chanukah). We see both battles
hinted at in this fight with the malach of Eisav.

The Baal Haturim points out that the first letters of the words hatzileini na miyad - Hey, Nun and Mem - spell the
word Haman, which alludes to the fact that Haman would come and try to kill mother and children, as we see in
Megillas Esther.

The Rokeiach shows the same pattern spelling Haman from the last letters of the words “vayolen shom balaylah -
and he spent the night there.” The Medrash in Bereishis Rabbah says that this prayer, to be saved from the hand of
my brother, from the hand of Eisav, meant the following: “Save my children who are destined to be given over into
the hand of Eisav’s children, who will come against them with the force of Eisav.”

We know, of course, that Haman descended from Eisav.

We “see” that the shoresh of our battles with evil men - throughout history - are highlighted in both Parshas
Vayishlach and kappitel 140.

Both Yaakov, whose name has a value of 182, which is seven times 26, the value of the Sheim of Hashem, and
Dovid Hamelech, whose life was an attempt to stay close and articulate this closeness with Hashem from the gift of
70 years - Ayin - from Adam Harishon, provide us with tremendous guidance regarding how to battle and overcome
the enemies within and without. These enemies, like the animals analyzed above, and like Eisav and Amaleik, all
share the start of their names with the letter Ayin.

It is interesting that the gematria of Gog (12) U (6) Magog (52) is also 70, kenegged the 70 souls Yaakov brought
to Mitzrayim.

Chazal tell us that Chanukah is also connected to Sukkos, and, therefore, the story of Yosef, which we read during
Chanukah, follows the story of Yitzchok, who is associated with Sukkos.

Therein lies another 70 - the 70 korbanos brought during Sukkos, representing the 70 nations.

May we use the power of our ayin to stare deeply into the depth of the neiros and find within them some glimpse of
what we are carrying through history for the last two thousand-plus years since the nissim of Chanukah - the Ohr
Haganuz, the light of the Menorah from the Bais Hamikdosh, and the light of the 70 facets of the Torah which we
reaccepted.

Along these lines, one final powerful thought for allowing the power of 70 and Chanukah to help us keep Hashem in
front of our eyes is that the 44 lights of Chanukah - 36 neiros plus 8 shamash lights - when added to the value of
Hashem (26) - also equals 70!
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Parashas Vayishlach
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nas 3ab ay
With Lavan, I lived. (32:5)

Rashi interprets the phrase, Im Lavan garti, “With Lavan, |
lived,” as a profound message to Eisav. The word garti has the same
letters (hence, the same gematria, numerical value) as taryag, 613
(mitzvos). Yaakov intimated to Eisav, “I do not fear your influence on
me. | lived for years with the wicked Lavan; yet, | did not learn from
his evil ways. | was still able to observe all taryag mitzvos. Yaakov
seems to be making two statements: A) | observed the entire Torah,
B) I did not learn from Lavan’s evil ways. Is this not obvious? If one
observes the entire Torah, clearly he is not a student of Lavan. The
disciples of Lavan do not observe the Torah, and those who adhere
to the Torah are not influenced by Lavan!

Horav Zaidel Epstein, zl, derives from here that it is possible
for one to be fully Torah observant, yet remain a talmid, student, of
Lavan. The two are not necessarily inconsistent with one another.
Obviously, this must be explained, since a Torah observant Jew
cannot possibly be an adherent of Lavan’s values and principles — or
can he? The Mashgiach explains this based upon a well-known
principle expounded by Ramban in his commentary to Parashas
Kedoshim (Vayikra 19:2), in which he explains the concept of
Kedoshim tiheyu, “You shall be holy.” What is the meaning of
holiness? How is our concept of holiness different from that
understood by general world society? Ramban contends that
holiness is not limited to the observance of any specific category of
mitzvos or to the fulfilment of any particular set of activities or
deeds; rather, it is an exhortation that one’s approach to life and
living be governed by moderation, especially in those areas of
human endeavour which are permissible. The Ramban’s phrase
assailing such behaviour has been immortalised: Naval birshus
haTorah; “A degenerate with the permission of the Torah.” Such a
person executes the technical demands of a mitzvah, including the
minutae, yet surrenders himself to self-indulgence, gluttony, and
licentious behaviour. Although not committing a specific prohibition,
his behaviour is not Torah-oriented. A Jew must go beyond his
practical obedience; he must be kadeish atzmecha b’mutar lach,
“Sanctify himself/yourself in what is permissible,” thus achieving the
level of kedushah, holiness.

Lavan lived for olam hazeh, this world, with its materialistic
and physical pleasures. He clung to them passionately. Yaakov Avinu
could have been influenced by his behaviour, to the extent that he
could “placate” total mitzvah performance while achieving those
worldly pleasures that were not distinctly incongruous with Torah
dictate. We derive a powerful lesson to incorporate into our lives:
One should not assume that by studying Torah and observing
mitzvos -- even studying diligently and observing every aspect of the
mitzvos — he is home free. He must accompany his spiritual devotion
with an abrogation of olam hazeh, dedicating himself to a life in
which physical pleasure -- unless dedicated for a lofty, spiritual
purpose -- is not his life’s focus, nor is materialism his guiding light.
Torah and mitzvos mean spirituality. Materialism and physicality are
present to help, not to lead.

1725 2P M
Yaakov was left alone. (32:25)

Chazal (Bereishis Rabbah 77) quote the pasuk in Devarim
(32:25), Ein ka’Keil Yeshurun, rocheiv Shomayim b’ezarecha,
u’v’gaavaso shechakim; “O, Yeshurun, there is none like G-d, riding
through the heavens to help you, and in His majesty through the
upper heights.” Chazal teach, “There is none like G-d, and who is like
G-d? Yeshurun, the most pleasant and praiseworthy (straight and
upright), pursuing their lives in undeviating duty.” (When a Jew
achieves the level of Yeshurun in complete devotion to Hashem, he
becomes “G-d-like,” achieving a level in this world that has no peer.)
The Midrash concludes, “Who is like G-d? VYisrael Sabba
(grandfather/Patriarch Yisrael/Yaakov, as it is written, “Vinisgav
Hashem asher levado, ‘None but Hashem will be exalted in that day’
(Yeshayah 2:17). For, concerning Yaakov, it is also written, Vayivaser
Yaakov levado; ‘Yaakov was left alone.””

Horav Yeruchem Levovitz, zl, explains that Chazal are
teaching us a vital principle concerning our avodas ha’kodesh,
service to Hashem. One who reads the story of Yaakov Avinu
remaining alone might think that our Patriarch was alone because
no one remained with him. Chazal intimate that this was not the
case. Levado, alone, independent of others, disregarding peer
pressure, is the loftiest level that one can (and should) achieve.
Indeed, Chazal teach that the levado of Yaakov was similar to the
levado of Hashem. Yaakov personified the ability to be alone, to be
distinct, independent, connected and clinging only to Hashem,
regardless of what the rest of the world thinks, says or does. This is
the opposite of Eisav who was a man of the field, ownerless,
irresponsible, open to everyone.

The Tanna in Pirkei Avos (4:1) asks: Eizehu gibor, “Who is
strong?” Ha’koveish es yitzro, “He who conquers/quells his (evil)
inclination.” The Tanna teaches us that a true gibor, strong person, is
one who is alone, whose adversary is within him: his inclination. He
stands alone, uninfluenced by external pressure, in complete
devotion to Hashem, acting on his own, without peer pressure, but
doing what is appropriate to achieve. This is what he strives to do.
He will settle for nothing less and will not allow anything or anyone
to stand in the way of his relationship with Hashem. Such a person is
a true gibor.

Such a person, a “levado Jew” is unique. It means, first and
foremost, that one is true to himself. He serves Hashem with neither
fear of public judgment, nor yearning for public acclaim. While being
yourself seems obvious, our world, sadly, does not work this way.
We tend to stifle our authentic selves in order to fit in with the
crowd. Thus, we suppress our creativity, ingenuity and self-
awareness, thereby diminishing our spiritual potential and
hampering our relationship with Hashem. This is what we termed a
lack of spiritual integrity, of spiritual authenticity. While at first to
swim against the tide is difficult, the rewards of self-awareness, self-
worth, self-confidence — all of which allow one to seek and achieve
higher goals — are not only well-worth the effort, but they will
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ultimately engender a happier, more creative self, an individual who
is true to his own identity.

Horav Aharon Kotler, zl, travelled to the United States from
Kletsk, Belarus, to raise badly needed funds for his yeshivah. He
travelled to various Jewish communities (there were not many prior
to World War 1) to meet Jews who would listen and open their
wallets to help his students. Somehow, he erred and ended up in a
small city, far from the larger Jewish circles. He sought a place to
spend Shabbos. He did some research and discovered that, indeed,
this city was host to a very small Jewish community. While its
members were biologically Jewish, their religious observance was far
from commendable. The meat that passed the barometer of kashrus
supervision was not acceptable. There was one positive caveat: the
rav of the community was a yarei Shomayim, G-d-fearing, Torah
scholar of repute. There was one problem, however: the rav did not
associate in any way with his members. He remained secluded in his
house, refusing to leave even to attend services in the local shul. He
was a total recluse.

When Rav Aharon realised that Shabbos was quickly
approaching, he decided that he would pay the rav a visit. Perhaps
the rav would invite him for Shabbos. He knocked on the door and
finally the rav answered. He asked if he could host him for Shabbos.
The rav refused sternly, “No.” Rav Aharon did not know what to do.
On the one hand, he could not take a chance on eating spuriously
kosher meat; on the other hand, he could not fast the entire
Shabbos. He decided to knock again. This time, he would reveal his
identity. Perhaps the rav would change his mind.

“My name is Aharon Kotler, and | serve as the Rosh
Yeshivah of the yeshivah in Kletsk. | have no place to spend Shabbos.
Will you please provide me with hospitality?”

The rav replied, “You claim to be a Rosh Yeshivah. | will ask
you five questions (in halachah). If you reply correctly, | will know
that you tell the truth.” Rav Aharon was an extraordinary genius,
having earned a reputation even then as a peerless talmid chacham.
He related that the questions were extremely difficult. He was able
to answer one of the questions only because he had once visited a
community and learned in its bais hamedrash. While there, he
opened up a sefer and noticed this question, and the author’s
brilliant solution. He related it to the rav. The remaining four
questions, he was able to answer despite the fact that their source
was in obscure passages in Talmud Yerushalmi, which were not his
focal point in Torah study. Nonetheless, he passed the test and spent
a wonderful, spiritually-elevated Shabbos with the rav. They passed
the time studying and speaking together concerning Torah-related
topics. Indeed, Rav Aharon was greatly impressed by the rav’s
encyclopaedic knowledge of shas, the entire Talmud.

During Shalosh Seudos, the closing Shabbos meal, Rav
Aharon asked the rav why he had chosen this isolationist approach
to Judaism. He had no interaction whatsoever with anyone. The rav
replied, “I was compelled to leave the European shtetel for America.
My goal was to find employment such that | could sustain myself
while | pursue my Torah studies. After speaking to the leaders of the
community, | gathered that kashrus was not part of their religious
agenda. They observed what they wanted (which was very little).
When | visited the shul, | realised that speed was much more
important than quality. It was all about money. Get to work as early
as possible in order to garner a few more pennies. | understand that
| had little choice concerning what to do, if | were to survive
spiritually in the community. This is why | live in total seclusion. No
one sees me, so no one can disturb me.” L’vado, alone. He had no
relationship with his employers: “I learn here; | daven here; | eat and
sleep here. | have no interaction with anyone in the community.

Thus, | plead with Hashem that He should grant me the ability to live
as a Torah Jew. To achieve this plateau, it is incumbent that | remain
isolated from everyone. This is my only protection.”
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And Eisav said, “I have much, And Yaakov said, I have everything.”
(33:9,11)

The Chafetz Chaim, zl, states that the varied comments
concerning their individual material bounty that Yaakov Avinu and
Eisav ha’rasha expressed define their individual outlook on olam
hazeh, this world. Eisav contended that he had much; a term that
implied he could use more. With such an attitude, he would always
seek more. One who has one hundred is dissatisfied. He now wants
two hundred. He never has enough. On the other hand, Yaakov
declared that he had everything. Material assets had little worth to
Yaakov. He got by on what he had and what he had was all that he
needed. Indeed, a Jew may say, “I want.” No end exists to what a
person might seek. He may not, however, say, “l need,” because this
implies that Hashem has not provided him with his needs.

A man had two sons. He owned a large, expensive diamond
which he entrusted to one of his sons for safekeeping. He did not
divulge this to anyone. Shortly thereafter, the father’s soul went to
its eternal rest. That son was an upright and honest man. This was
demonstrated by the utmost care that he showed for the diamond.
Since no one other than his father was aware of the whereabouts of
this diamond, the son went to his brother and shared this piece of
information with him. He said, “Since the diamond now actually
belongs to both of us, let us sell it and split its value.” When the
brother heard about the diamond, he had other thoughts regarding
its disposal. This brother was unscrupulous and was not interested in
sharing what otherwise would not originally have been his. He
purchased a worthless glass counterfeit diamond which, to the
untrained eye, appeared no different than the real thing. He then
suggested to his brother that, since he, too, had received a diamond
from his father, it would be much easier for them to place each
diamond in a box and draw lots as to who would get which diamond.
The upright brother agreed. It sounded like a plan.

The brother whose actions were less than noble purchased
two boxes of similar size and appearance. He then placed a hidden
mark on the box containing his fake diamond, so that he would
recognise it. He suggested that they obtain two witnesses to monitor
the proceedings, so that no one would ever claim that he was
cheated. The upright brother asked why witnesses would be
necessary; after all, they were loving brothers who were splitting up
their father’s inheritance, which was comprised of two diamonds of
equal value and appearance. The other brother insisted that there
be witnesses. He went out to search for two such men. Meanwhile,
out of boredom, the other brother took the diamonds out of their
respective boxes. He stared at the shine of the diamonds. When he
was done, he returned the diamonds to their boxes, not realising
that he had unknowingly mixed the two boxes. Hence, the real
diamond was now in the box that had a black mark on it, and the
counterfeit diamond was in the box that had been the repository of
the expensive diamond.

We all know the outcome of the story. The brother who
had marvelled at the stones had unknowingly placed the expensive
stone in the box reserved for the fake. The swindler picked the
wrong box, and, thus, to his chagrin, ended up with a worthless
piece of glass. “Had | been an upright person like my brother, this
would not have happened,” he lamented.

In his prayer, which precedes the daily Shacharis, morning
service, Horav Elimelech, zI, m’Lizhenk asks, “And spare us from the
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jealousy that one might have for his fellow; and never should envy
enter our hearts... and place in our hearts the positive observation
of our friend’s positive character traits; and we should all follow the
righteous and just path; and not harbour any resentment toward our
fellow.” Beautiful and meaningful words — if we would only listen.

It is all encapsulated in the inspiring immortal words of the
Tanna (Ben Zoma) in the Mishnah (Shabbos 32a) (Pirkei Avos 4:1),
“Who is rich?” Ha’sameach b’chelko; “he who is happy with his lot.”
Regardless of the “portion” that one receives, he should accept it as
Hashem'’s gift. When one recognises the Source of his gift, he should
realise that it was not a subjective or arbitrary gift from a mortal, but
a profound gift from Hashem Who knows what He is giving, to
whom and why. Furthermore, sameach is happiness that emanates
from the heart, as opposed to sasson, which is joy that is articulated
and expressed publicly/externally. Joy from the heart is cognitive joy.
One thinks it through, understands its depth, and realises its
meaning and purpose.

Contemporary life is unfortunately replete with yearning,
striving and unrest. We never seem to have enough. If this would be
the case concerning spiritual matters, it would be a good thing.
Sadly, we seem to be satisfied with whatever status quo we achieve
in the realm of spirituality and “chomp at the bit” when it involves
physical/material matters.

Life is filled with challenges. Our grandparents and parents
had their set of challenges; we have our challenges, which are
endemic to our lifestyle and era. They had hardships; we, too, have
hardships. While their sense of adversity was different than ours,
one thing remains the same: the ability to cope with adversity. Our
coping skills, however, are greatly diminished when they are
hampered by a negative state of mind. In other words, our attitude
determines whether we will triumph over the challenge, or if it will
be the converse, with the challenge getting the better of us.

A person who has a positive outlook on life understands
that true joy emanates from appreciating all that he has, even if it is
not as much as he wants. There is a well-known anecdotal story
about a poor man who lived in a tiny house with his mother, wife
and six children. The noise was superseded only by the crowded
atmosphere. It was impossible for the man to think, because it was
difficult to find a quiet place in the house where he could possibly be
alone long enough to think. He went to his rav to seek advice on
how to relieve his anxiety.

The rav listened to his tale of “woe,” and surprisingly
suggested that he purchase and bring home several animals: a
chicken, a rooster, a duck and a goose. After “they” were settled, the
rav told him to go back and purchase an old goat and a cow. The
man was surprised with his rav’s advice, but, as was common many
years ago, he listened to his rav and, despite the added difficulty
that it presented, purchased and brought home the shopping list of
animals. After about a week of the added crampness and noise, the
man returned to his rav and complained even more. He begged for
help. The rav suggested that he purchase a dog and bring it home.
The man now had a menagerie of animals, with the stench and
varied noises that accompanied it. He was about to go out of his
mind. What did the rav seek to achieve with his advice? It was
impossible to go home. He was more comfortable sleeping in the
street.

The man returned to the rav and pleaded with him for help
in resolving his now even worse situation. The rav said to remove
one animal each day until he had none left and then return to him. A
week passed, and, understandably, the challenges presented by his
extra “guests” became a thing of the past. So, too, was the man’s
negative attitude. “Rebbe! Thank you so much for your advice. |

finally had a decent night’s sleep. Life is sweet. With just my family
in the house, we have so much room. It is a pleasure!”

Madison Avenue teaches us to want, to seek more and
more. Advertisements clamour to tell us that life could be so much
more meaningful if we would only have what they are selling. We
fall prey to their wiles, not realising that the greatest joy is derived
when one is content with his life. Their goal is to make us feel
miserable, when, in fact, we should be happy with what Hashem has
provided for us. Sadly, we do not realise our good fortune until it is
taken from us. Then, a black piece of dry bread becomes a lavish
banquet, and a trip to the park becomes a vacation.

A psychologist once counselled: “A person must always be
light-hearted and happy. Even when circumstances are clouded by
sadness, one must fight to smile. Somewhere among all the sad
thoughts, he must have some recollection of better days which may
curve his lips into a smile, and, in turn, brighten his spirit; and a
bright spirit cannot be defeated by sadness.”

In conclusion, we all have wonderful aspects of our lives
that either elude us or we ignore them. Quite often, the most
positive attributes are right under our nose. The reason that we do
not notice them is that we are too busy either complaining or
looking with envy at our neighbour to realise that we are very
fortunate.

A man decided to sell his home, and he consulted an estate
agent. After visiting the house, the estate agent wrote an elaborate
description of the house — no fabrications — only the truth in a
positive light. He then gave it to his client for approval. “Is that my
house?” the client asked. “If it is, | have changed my mind about
selling. It is just the house that | have always wanted, and | never
realised that | had it all the time.”

As | said, right under our nose.

Va’ani Tefillah

Wby an o
Chus v’racheim aleinu
Spare us and have pity on us.

Chus and racheim have variant meanings. The Gaon, zl,
m’Vilna explains that chus, spare/save, is a term which applies to
something one wants to save/spare, something that he personally
made with great care, feeling and forethought. It has special
meaning to him. Obviously, this applies to a professional or anyone
who put in much labour into creating an item which is very dear to
him.

We supplicate Hashem, chusah al amalach, “have pity on
Your handiwork (Selichos).” Hashem is the Master Craftsman. We
would like to think that we are His greatest creation. He created us
with love and forethought, and, thus, we play a special role among
His creations. We turn to Him in prayer (Shema Koleinu) to listen to
our pleas and spare us, because we are His handiwork. We add
(from our standpoint) “Please Hashem, have mercy, rachamim, on
us,” because we are unable to exist without His Heavenly mercy.
Realising and acknowledging that without Heavenly mercy, not only
are we unable to exist but we do not have a right to exist (due to
lack of worthiness) is definitely a step in the right direction.

To sponsor a mazaltov, simcha or yartziet, email: peninim@dvar.info
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The Home

“«
lnma, I’'m home.”

“Devora, shalom! Welcome home. How
was school?”

“Wonderful, Imma.”

“Take off your coat and let me give you a
big hug.”

“Imma, you're the best. What’s that deli-
cious smell?”

“Vegetable soup. | have a nice hot lunch
for you.”

“Yum. I'm so hungry.”

“Okay, go wash and sit down so we can
eat together.”

“When | bought them, they looked the
same. | planted one in a flowerpot filled
with good, rich soil. It grew big, strong,
and beautiful. The other one was planted
in weak soil. It hardly grew at all.”
“Imma, tell me the secret.”

“A person is like the plant, and the home
is like the soil in the pot. When a person
grows up in a good home, he will flour-
ish. His body and soul will receive the
nourishment that they need to bloom
into a healthy, strong, productive adult. If
not, cholila, the person will find it much
more difficult to meet life’s challenges.
That is why my work in the home is so

“Imma, it’s so nice
to eat with you
every day.”

“It’'s my pleasure,
Devora.”

“Imma, can | tell
you something per-
sonal?”

“Of course, my
dear.”

“You make our
home such a
wonderful place.
You always greet us
with a smile, a hug, and a kiss. You have
a warm meal waiting for us. You take
care of all of us. Our home is clean, or-
derly, and well stocked with food. You
always have the time to listen to us, and
to give us good advice. You make Shab-
bos and Yomim Tovim so beautiful and
special. | just love coming home!”
“Devora dear, you make me feel so
good. | work so hard on all of these
things. It is wonderful to hear your ap-
preciation. Can | tell you a secret?”

“Sure, Imma.”

“This is the most important thing that |
can be doing.”

“Why, Imma?”

“What is the most precious thing in the
world?”

“Gold? Diamonds?”

“No.”

“What, Imma?”

“People.”

“Really?”

“Do you know what a person can ac-
complish? People can move mountains.
They can create cities. They can write
beautiful Chidushei Torah (original Torah
thoughts). An evil person, cholila
(Heaven forbid) can destroy a whole
world. People are worth more than any-
thing.”

“What'’s the secret that you wanted to tell
me, Imma.”

“Do you see those two house-plants over
there, Devora?”

“Yes, Imma. One looks very strong and
healthy. But the other one is barely
alive.”

important. It helps to make you into
2 = | beautiful people.
This is the secret to
the most precious
thing in the world.”
“Imma, how do you
know this?”
“We have a hint in
this week’s parasha.
The Torah writes
that Dinah, the
daughter of Leah
went out to see the
daughters of the
land where they
were living (Bereshis 34:1). Unfortunately,
a terrible thing happened to her when she
went out. The Medrash Tanchuma com-
ments on this event by quoting a verse in
Tehillim (45:14), ‘All of the honor of a
princess in inside.” When a woman is
modest within her home, she atones for
her family members. Just as the holy altar
atones for the Jewish people, so too she
atones for her people. When a woman is
modest within her home, she becomes
like a fruitful vine. Her children become
like strong olive trees.”
“Imma, that is beautiful.”
“The home is the woman’s field of en-
deavor. That is where she can be creative.
That is where she can create life’s most
valuable possessions.”

bitachon (trust) in Hashem. He also had
the zechus (merit) of many mitzvos to
protect him. He learned Torah with Shem
and Ever for fourteen years. He observed
all 613 mitzvos in the house of Lavan. He
was scrupulously honest in all of his deal-
ings. But what about Eisav? The Medrash
(76:2) explains that Eisav also had mitz-
vos to his merit. “All of these years he
(Eisav) honored his parents. He will come
to battle me with the strength of that
mitzvah on his side.” For those thirty-four
years, Eisav honored his parents and Yaa-
kov did not. Think about the implications
of this. Even with all of his merits, Yaakov
was still afraid of Eisav because he had
honored his parents. This shows the im-
portance of honoring ones parents.

Kinderlach . . .

Honoring Abba and Imma is one of the
mitzvos whose reward is mentioned di-
rectly in the Torah. “Honor your father
and mother so that your days will be
lengthened” (Shemos 20:12). We honor
them by helping them and serving them.
Standing up for them, listening and not
contradicting them shows our reverence
for them. By honoring our parents, we are
really honoring Hashem. Let us all do our
best to strengthen our observance of this
very important mitzvah.

Kinderlach . . .

Beautiful daughters, we are counting upon
you. You are our future. You create the
next generation. You make the home that
nurtures them into beautiful people.
Where would we be without people? No-
where. Where would we be without you?
Nowhere. We appreciate you!

Difficult Times

s/aakov Avinu reveals to us an impor-
tant obligation in his prayer to Hashem.
... for | crossed the Jordan (River) with
just a staff ...” (Bereshis 32:11). Rabbeinu
Bechaye writes that Yaakov Avinu is
teaching us the importance of mentioning
the difficult times amidst the plenty. We
can get very comfortable when times are
good. It is easy to forget about hardships.
That is the first step toward forgetting
about Hashem. Yaakov Avinu is warning
us. Never forget the hard times. Then you
will always remember the One who
brings the good.

Honoring Parents

After thirty-four years of separation,
Yaakov is on his way to meet his brother
Eisav. He is informed that Eisav is coming
to meet him with 400 men at his side.
“And Yaakov was very frightened ...”
(Bereshis 32:8). What was he afraid of?
Yaakov certainly had emunah (faith) and

Kinderlach . . .

When was the last time that you were
sick? Do you remember how badly you
felt? Do you remember how sincerely you
prayed to Hashem for a refuah shelaymah
(complete recovery)? He answered your
prayers and brought you back to health.
He wants you to remember that even
now. Why? Because then you will realize
that He is the One Who is guarding your
health. One of the reasons that we be-
come sicR is to learn to appreciate our
health. Try to skip the step of getting sick,
while you are healthy, and appreciate that
your health is a great gift from Hashem.

All rights reserved to the author <* Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1100#
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Lessons From the Wicked
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“He charged them, saying: Thus shall you
say, ‘To my lord, to Eisav, so said your
servant Yaakov: I have sojourned with
Lavan and have lingered until now.”
Rashi — The word, “ma” — is the
Gematria of 613, as if to say, “I have
sojourned with Lavan, the wicked one,
yet I still kept the 613 Mitzvos of the
Torah, and I did not learn from his evil
actions. If Yaakov fulfilled all 613
Mitzvos of the Torah, we would be able to
deduce on our own that Yaakov did not
learn from the evil ways of Lavan. If so,
why does it need to be said, “And I did not
learn from his evil actions?”

Rashi says that Yaakov was
telling Eisav that the Brochos of Yitzchok
were not fulfilled, so he had no reason to
hate him. This is perplexing, for how
could Yaakov say that the Brochos of
Yitzchok, who was a Navi of Hashem,
would not be fulfilled? (If they were not
fulfilled at that moment, but would be in
the future, then Eisav would still have
reason to hate Yaakov. It appears that
Yaakov was saying that the Brochos were
not fulfilled yet, and would never be).
Certainly, Yaakov believed that the
Brochos would be fulfilled.
Yaakov was telling Eisav that the

However,

Brochos could only have a Kiyum for me,
who was with Lavan and did not learn
The reason that
Yaakov did not learn from Lavan, was

from his evil deeds.

because only the Torah Hakdosha and
The
Gashmiyos that he wanted was just in

Mitzvos were important to him.

order to sustain himself and his family so
that he can live a life of serving of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and not need to
rely on others for his sustenance. 33:11
“ "7 w” — Yaakov said that he had
“everything” — for he had enough with
which to sustain himself and his family
and could therefore serve Hakodosh
Boruch Hu unencumbered. For Yaakov,
the Brochos would be fulfilled. Yaakov
was telling Eisav, “However for you —
whose entire life is all about Olam Hazeh,

and you will never be satisfied with what
you have — even when you really have
enough — for you the Brochos will never
be fulfilled.” As Eisav said, “an "7 w” —1
have a lot, but I want more. Yaakov was
telling Eisav that he should not hate him,
for even had he gotten the Brochos, he
still would have never been satisfied, and
is therefore not lacking by not having
received those Brochos. (nwn w1T)

Rashi says that the Gematria of
the word, “ma” is “a"n” — Yaakov was
sending a message to Eisav that he lived
with the wicked Lavan, and nonetheless
he was Mekayeim the Taryag Mitzvos.
Tehillim 1:1,2 “nxya 170 X7 TUR UKD MUK
T DINa DX D AW X7 0'%7 Awinal...n'eN
N7 onl' nane Immal ,Ixon.”
“Praiseworthy is the man who did not
walk in the counsel of the wicked... and
in the session of scorners he did not sit.
Rather his desire is in the Torah of
Hashem, and he toils in Torah day and
night.” This seems to be from one
extreme to the other — one should not be
near the wicked for they may become
wicked, rather one should be a complete
Tzaddik, who toils in Torah day and
night. Why do we go to the extreme of
stating that one should be a complete
Tzaddik? Avos 4:1 — The wise one is one
who learns from all people, as it says in
Tehillim 119:99 “m%wn r'm 'Hn” —
“From all my teachers I grew wise.” How
are we to understand this Mishna that
one should learn from all people, for from
the wicked he may Chas V’sholom learn
evil things? Additionally, the proof that
the Mishna brings that one should learn
from all people is that the Posuk says
that one should learn from his teachers.
It would appear from the Posuk that one
should only learn from his teachers and
not all people.

The Sifrei Musar teach us that
we should in fact learn from the wicked.
The wicked awaken in the morning with
a burning desire to fulfill the will of the
Yetzer Hara. They are very crafty and
come up with ingenious plans on how to
achieve their burning desires. The Posuk
should be read, “7on” — from all of their
plans and tactics that people use to

achieve their desires, “n7wn rN'm” —
you should use that to teach you how to
serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu. “mnwx
...¥'N0” — Praiseworthy is the one who
does not walk in the counsel of the
wicked, except for the desire of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu’s Torah. He does not sit in the
counsel of the wicked for his own desire,
but he does learn from them for the sake
of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, how to serve
Him. This is what the Posuk is alluding
to here with Yaakov Avinu, that Yaakov
sought to learn from everyone in his
quest for his service to Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. “na %oy’ — “ma” is the Gematria
of “aA"n” Mitzvos-
saying that through living with Lavan,

that Yaakov was

he was Mekayeim the Taryag Mitzvos of
the Torah. He learned from Lavan, from
his burning desire to focus on silliness —
to focus that energy and serve Hakodosh
Boruch Hu through it. “amniw 7 an” —
“¢” — is a Bechina of Kedusha, and a
“qmn” is a Bechina of Klipos of Tumabh.
Yaakov was saying that he was taking a
Bechina of Kedusha and growing it
through the Bechina of Tumah. (uTij ya1)

The words, “I did not learn from
his evil actions,” are not extra at all. In
one’s Avodas Hashem, he is to learn from
everyone. How can one learn something
good from the wicked? The wicked are so
focused on their goal, and they are ready
to do anything to achieve it. We must
serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with this
great zeal, and seek to do whatever we
can to further our Avodas Hashem.
Yaakov was saying that he did not learn
much from the wicked Lavan. He learned
how to be craftier and use ingenuity to
further serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu. He
learned to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu
with great focus, and not just out of habit.
He then finishes off by saying — while he
did take much from Lavan, he did not
learn anything bad from his actions. He
didn’t learn how to be smart and wily for
matters of Gashmiyos, rather it was all
used for matters of Ruchniyos, so that he
could become a true Eved Hashem. May
we be Zoche to learn from everyone, all
for matters of Ruchniyos, to further our
Avodas Hashem.

For guestions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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THE EVERYTHING FACTOR / QUALITY VS QUANTITY

When Yaakov meets Aisav he says (Bereishis 33,9) 93°% v° | have everything and Aisav responds 27 °% ¥ | have
much. What does it mean that Yaakov has everything? Yaakov in his declaration was not referring to
possessions of the physical. Chazal themselves state that if a person has one hundred he desires two hundred,
if he possesses two hundred he wants four hundred. In physical matters one can never have everything for he
always will feel a lack and thirst for more. Yaakov was referring to spiritual items each of which is eternal and
never ending. Half of infinite is infinite. In spiritual matters Yaakov correctly says | have it all.

In the physical world there is one item that is measured in quality alone and not quantity, weight or function
ability. If one possesses even the smallest amount, it is considered as if he has everything. The "everything
factor" under discussion is the element of fire. If one possesses even the smallest fire with it he can destroy
the world. The size of the fire that he possesses is irrelevant, for the tinniest fire can achieve total destruction
equal to the most quantitative fire that one possesses.

Torah is compared to fire for if one has ny¥7 he lacks nothing and if he doesn't possess nv7 he is lacking
everything n°1p 7 naon Ny n1on an N3 nyT (Nedarim 51, Vayikra Rabba 1,6). The greater degree of ny7 that
one possesses the more intimate relationship one bonds with Hashem and the unlimited infinite. He has
contact with 22. The colossal physical cannot compare itself to the smallest mitzvah. The material object has
its limitation in time and space not so with the spiritual acquisitions.

Before the coming of Moshiach, Chazal describe the state of being with an analogy. It is compared to a Camel
laden with an oversized load of flax protruding on both side that in cannot enter the stable. The blacksmith
wonders, how does one bring the camel into the stable. There was a wise man nearby and he suggests that
one spark that comes from the coals of the blacksmith can rid the camels of their flax. Aisav's technological
culture and secular wisdom fills the world and hijacks man's interest and ambition, leaving hardly any room for
the wisdom of Moshiach to enter or penetrate. Yet one spark of Yaakov's Torah can remove all the flax that
exists. The Torah of Moshiach is so lofty and of such pure quality that it can make decades of all the physical
quantities of accumulated falsehood vanish in a moment. wpY Wy N°21 7277 90 N2 WX 2pY° n°a 7°M (Rashi
Bereishis 37).

Aisav claims he has 29, the relationship to the external world of quantity, the wpm 1nw», the flax and straw.
Yaakov relates to the 93, the ruchniyus of the world and the next. The body is nothing without the soul.
Wisdom about an external world alone is no match against the strength of emunah and wisdom that is
gleaned from Torah and from two worlds.
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The Chazal tell us (Baba Basra 16b) that %> describes X277 07w the infinite world to come 71"2p7 1yui WYY
53 17172 2°no7 Py 591 7°2 2°noT HIrY 592 "2 2°nD7 ONAR JPY" PAX° 0AN2AR 17 PR R 29w I alin a7 wva. Even in
this world one is enabled to taste Olam Haba like the Avos, to experience the infinite in the finite. The name
SR contains the word wX. Part and parcel of our name is the quality of the element of wx that possesses
the characteristic of 75 as we explained above. The Mekubalim write that the acronym of the Ten Sefiros add
up to DRIWS: MY 70 T XA NINDN 77128 TOM 7°2 7non Ine. Yisrael is only five letters yet it contains the entire
spectrum of the conduits through which Hashem sustains the Four Worlds Asiya, Yetzirah, Beriah, and Atzilus.
The name X also possesses the acronym of all the Avos and the Imahos: The letter yud of Yisrael is the
acronym of pr¥® and 2py», the letter sin of Yisrael is the first letter of 77w, the letter raish is the first letter of
7?27 and 9nM, the letter aleph is 072X, and the letter lamid is X2, This conveys that every Yid has the ability
of the Avos to experience the 95 of Olam Habah in Olam Hazeh.

The name 58w is only a five letter word yet it has the quality of WX that even this small amount possesses 2.
This is what we attest to in the 1177 at the conclusion of the Birkas Hamazon 1272010 12 1IN0R 712° X177 7000
TRODW 719722 TARD 11D UMK 772 10 90 Don 902 2pym phixe onnaR 1°MaR. We don't have to wait for Moshiach to
dispel the darkness of falsehood in the world. We can infuse the light of Olam Haba into this world through
the virtuousness and righteousness in our daily lives.

All Detergent says it All. The more one cleanses away the dirt, earthliness, and body experiences the closer
one comes to 371

Soon the days of Chanukah will be upon us. These days are called in piyut Moaz Tzur n1nw °»° 17102 °12 "days of
eight" and not o' m1nw eight days. Days of eight doesn't describe the quantity of the duration of Chanukah
but rather that each day of Chanukah relates to the quality of number eight which the Maharal explains
symbolizes the supernatural. The fire of the miracle of Chanukah was the supernatural fire like the miracle of
the burning bush that Moshe Rabbeinu witnessed seeing that this heavenly fire does not consume but just
lights. 928 111°R 711077 the bush was not consumed. Heavenly fire does not consume but rather enlightens. The
term 92X has the letter X and the word 2. It was a fire sent from the 07w 5w 1919% Hashem, with the quality of
95 Olam Habah. It represents the light of the Torah which was victorious over the light of secular wisdom of
the Greeks. This light of the Menorah was a 22 light an Olam Habah light without the normal boundaries that
limit a natural fire. It was a fire that stemmed from our Holy Torah that one day will enlighten Olam Hazeh
with the recognition of 17292 7w X.
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM - TO SUBSCRIBE: RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH

TR

SPONSOR AN ENTIRE WEEK FOR

Following Daas Torah, Ramapost is sharing the opporuntity to sponsor weekly Divrei Torah.
The following publications are read by hundreds of people every Shabbos. Sponsor an individual Dvar Torah or

the entire collection, in the zechus of a choleh, I'eiluy nishmas, or for someone in need. A small message can

be put on the Dvar Torah of your choice which will be distributed across Monsey and online.

A S nnEEn

DIVERI TORAR BRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAFOST

>

145 YISRO

CHOOSE A DVAR TORAH TO SPONSOR
CONTACT US WITH A PARSHA AND OPTIONAL MESSAGE

"CONTACT INFO@

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369,9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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AD H E R E ! Send your artwork to mitzvos@ramapost.com to secure your ad space.

I  ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
_ ._ CAR SERVICE
we T e Years

Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam N " OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Tel: 646 387 5683. Email: Sofersogood4(@gmail.com

Checkmg. mmmmofsefer'rm Teﬁllm e d Safe WILLS & TRUSTS TAX PLANNING

Mezuzot, and Megillot. = SAME DAY SERVICE ¢ g St ad R ELDER LAW MEDICAID PLANNING
o PROBATE ESTATE PLANNING

TRUST ADMINISTRATION SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
HALACHIC WILLS ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Haas, Esq Ari J. Zaltz, Esq

Reserve Online

www.RocklandTransfers.com H aas 65' Zaltz . L L P

Call / Text
845.425.3900 | INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM

(845) 288'8838 2 PERLMAN DRIVE | SUITE 301 | SPRING VALLEY, NY 10977
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ROSENBLUM

ARCHITECTURE
TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com T3 7/R1"I ﬂ’}}ﬂ 2
. 845.364.0337 9 200 East Eckerson Road g b OCKLAND P - TR e gt £
0 914.522.6793 Suite 230 E 3Bl i (© 347.618.5028
= todd@adaparch.com New City, NY 10956 i_.) ER V bookings@djkaej.com
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FIRST/CLASS POMONA

LEASINMNG
ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

%
TELETEEH www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com

SECURITY& COMMUNICATONS ﬂ

UNLIMITEDISRAEL U N Y
S

‘ ON ISRAEL’S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
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Wishing a heartfelt Mazel tov to
REB ARI & BELLA LEVITAN,

l RABBI & MRS. CHAIM ZEV & ROCHEL LEVITAN,
I “AE ol MR. & MRS. ABIE & SARA ROTENBERG,
rﬂffffﬂq';‘}s:ln ; & THE ENTIRE LEVITAN FAMILY

OF WEST POMONA

on the wedding of their daughter & granddaughter
CHAVA RINA TO SHIMON SOLOFF
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