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A COLLECTION OF TORAH THOUGHTS BY T1 N 1 ﬂ J y i .

nwna

guess it should have not surprised me that, on
the Shabbos after Klal Yisroel’s tragedy, we read
the nn;n which concludes the Sefer of Korbanos.
After a week of trying to wrap our minds around
the impossible, hearing news of all kinds - true and
otherwise — but never really hearing anything that can
provide us with any form of solace. This Shabbos we
will all shudder, as I did when I first noticed it, as we
will read (26: 36-37) “the sound of a rustling leaf will
pursue them and they will flee as if being chased by a
sword and they will fall, but without a pursuer”. >wn
X 57TM 270 "19m1 vnxa v, “they will stumble, each
man over his brother as if being chased by a sword,
but there is no pursuer”. The Torah describes a chaos,
a horrible calamity with no one to blame, which
makes the question of “why” much more pressing.

My friends, I hope you are not expecting an earth
shattering answer that will make the dark, ominous
cloud hanging over our heads and hearts just go away.
I am just as broken and bewildered as all of us are.
I am not 7mn ny7, but just a Yeshiva Bachur with a
grey beard. The only I thing have, maybe, is strength
learned from my parents and nspwn imbued by my
Rabbeim to know how to react to adversity. Let me
just share with you what I have been telling myself
repeatedly.

wn - for thousands of years, Klal Yisroel has lived
with that answer — n»yaxy mxewp yane awn. We lived
with that answer in the Gemara, and we have lived

with that answer in life, time and time again. What
does that mean? It means that I have a question
which I don’t know the answer to, BUT I know, for
sure, beyond a shadow of a doubt that there IS AN
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ANSWER; I just don’t know it YET. We can live with
that answer, AND WE HAVE for thousands of years.

Rav Yerucham Levovitz, Mirrer Mashgiach shares
a fascinating idea (Daas Chochma U’Mussar vol. II
Maamar 30) that it is the understanding of the anoa1,
the hidden aspect of something, the non-tangible, is
really the "7y (his Swn is fire, where the 521 - tangible
- is the flame and the light it produces, while the anoa
is what it will do - such as warm or destroy). Life too,
has a 5n but as Chazal teach us mm innnxa prx, the
understanding of life is the ultimate ano1, requiring
nmx  to live. Klal Yisroels maiden steps as a nation
in the Midbar, without a map, without a compass,
without any plan of where to go was directed ONLY
by o 'n o b5y um ‘170 by. He quotes a classic Ramban
(Vayikra 16:8)
had semi-respect for Aristotle’s wisdom, but were
greatly disillusioned by the man and his deplorable
humanity) who writes about the Yevani (Aristotle)
and his oywan vTmdn, whose arrogance led them to
believe that what they could not believe or understand
could not be true. “ 11x 17202 X101 POX 1w XOW Py 5o
mnx”. Rav Yerucham then quotes the Ramchal (Daas
Tevunos) that if Hashem would have created a world
where there is nothing that we could understand,

(the Rishonim seemed to have

there would never be questions in Emuna, never a
need to ask “why”. The fact that there ARE THINGS
WE DO UNDERSTAND leads us to think and to
question the things WE CAN'T UNDERSTAND.
The 1noa will always be there, there will always be a
degree of uncertainty.

Science has discovered that man only uses 10% of

VH JLNODAYT

his brain (referring, of course, to those that actually -
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use their brains). Some people will obviously use
somewhat more; it is reported that Rav Chaim Ozer
was able to write two separate Teshuvos with each
hand while simultaneously speaking to someone.
Then why did Hashem create man with a brain
that remains 90% unused? It certainly is because on
THAT GREAT DAY of the Geulah, we will need that
heightened awareness to understand all the things we
previously could not understand. Imagine a recipe
for a cake with ONLY 10% OF THE INGREDIENTS
AND INSTRUCTIONS provided! Of course we
would have a hundred questions - why does it look
like that, why would anyone want to eat it, it smells
bad too. That is the sad state that man - AND US - are
struggling with, unconscious of the fact that we are
only at 10% capacity and, therefore, must surrender
to the superior intellect and wisdom of Heaven. Ay
the Kotzker! He said the entire Hilchos Deaos in one
sentence which could and should be used whenever
someone needs a nnm. He said - first in Yiddish to
retain the whole opv - MW 2P v5xN XA X XD RN
"IMOWARD VPPN DX VHXN TR X 1 vavp'a — what kind
of G-d would He be, really, if I could understand him.
Hashem should give us the strength to fortify our
nnnx and understand that this harsh message is for
us to be 725 ynxi prn in whatever we need Chizuk in.

That Pasuk keeps on bouncing through my head -
X2 wx Ywan and I'd like to share my initial thoughts
with you. The Goyim did not do this, the pandemic
did not do this - we did this to ourselves. My mind
immediately closed in on the Haftorah of Parshas
Metzora, where one Jew was trampled to death by
other Jews. But first, a little background. The story
begins in Melachim II (6-7), where the army of
Aram places the city of Shomron under a terrible

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

siege, causing horrific famine (the likes of which are
described in the nn:n of mothers driven mad enough
to consume their own children). Yoram, king of
Yisroel, initially blames Elisha but after subsequently
humbles himself to Hashem. Elisha promises
Yoram’s captain that tomorrow, there will be food,
and predicts the prices of flour and barley. Yoram’s
captain mocks Elisha and basically says “even Hashem
can't make that happen”. Elisha promises him that it
will happen, but that he will not be able to benefit
from it. Then -mm and his three sons, all of whom
were lepers, discovered that the army of Aram had
abandoned their camp, as Hashem made them hear
sounds of a thunderous army approaching. They had
left everything, and it was now theirs for the taking.
If you have ever learned that Navi, you know that I
am just hitting the headlines and leaving out much.
Come to think of it - maybe learning it is a good
idea. They inform Shomron, and Yoram appoints his
captain to monitor the gate so that chaos would not
develop. The Navi relates that he failed at that task,
and was in fact trampled to death. The Ozraver (Baer
Moshe Melachim 7) brings a n">w who says that the
captain was punished because he used an expression
the Torah uses about the “1ann 117, (Beraishis 7:11)
MND) DMWn ManK; meaning to say was that Shomron
did not deserve the food - in essence, he was xvpn on
them thereby forfeiting his right to benefit from the
miracle. The Ozraver understands this by saying that
had he truly shared in the pain of the Tzibur, upon
hearing such good news, he should have respond with
mx x5! Somehow, this spoke to me with a lesson
that if you are ready to trample Jews, you yourself can
get trampled. We can trample on people with a nasty
comment, we can trample on people in business,
we can even trample on people by simply ignoring

OO
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them and certainly by bad-mouthing them. Do not
for one second think that I am assigning any blame
to the omno owntp but rather, the phenomenon of
Jews trampling other Jews should draw our attention
- ABOUT OURSELVES - to ponder.

Another thought - maybe this is my therapy. The
Mishna (Shabbos 60a) forbids one from wearing
a nailed sandal on Shabbos. The Gemara explains
that Jews were hiding after a decree either in a cave
or in a Shul and, thinking they had been discovered,
ran over each other seeking safety and many were
killed. Explains the Ritva, the Chachamim forbade it
because if these sandals were to be seen on Shabbos,
they would remind people of the tragic event which
would ruin their Simchas Shabbos and Yom Tov.
Givalt! What a lesson of wow we need to join together
and share in the pain of other Yidden. This Halacha is
for everyone, even if the calamity did not happen in
your town - even if you just heard about - it happened
SOMEWHERE. The oman understood that this is the
way a Yid should think. The my happened to MY
BROTHER, MY SISTER won't ever be able to Bentch
Licht Friday night without the vision of the moment
her life changed, haunting her. Homes in which there
will always be an empty seat at the table, onv 'n. How
great, how important is the Mitzvah of oy Swa xwn
™an , caring, hurting and trying to do something
about it.

Another thought from a mind that has a whirlwind
of thoughts these days. Hopefully, we are seeing an
end to the nonn that took so many Nefashos from
us, and constricted us so badly in Ruchnius and
Gashmius, and left so many of us with a 12mn> 1ar in
so many ways. The question we kept hearing, “how is
their breathing?”, with constant checking, ventilators
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etc.; it was, in fact, a respiratory disease. The reports
from Meron survivors described people screaming “I
can’'t breathe”, P> xmnn . Two nmny, back to back,
of people having trouble breathing. The message —
to me - is to think about the 7on of being able to
breathe. Who ever thought about breathing? It seems
that we all took it for granted. What is more natural,
more casual than breathing? I need to better learn the
Chazal on the Pasuk of np 55nn nnwin 5o that 5o by
nwn nw, to praise Hashem for every single breath
I take, every nmw that allows mynnw: to remain
with me - o1 9p1 11y, Sometimes, we indulge in
gratitude to Hashem on special occasions - getting
married, having a child, a grandchild or a spectacular
business deal. But feeling a sense of gratefulness to
the Borei Olam for every mindless breath, for every
minute ny5>aw is certainly a nx1m worth aspiring to.
I hope to say o'mn with a little more nm> - how can I
not, seeing these lessons in mmwn nnwi 53 .

Let’s all be Zocheh to be "a xwu, not to trample on
other Jews, and appreciate every moment of life that
our mmAn ax graces us with to be Zocheh to 137 1yn>
D23 "M 03,

Among those who are nyw> ooyn.

PP YNV
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novaY YIxN 72y Dnaw
And you will dwell securely on the land

You are riding in a car — yours, you enter a house — yours, and you
see the children — yours, everything is yours. Suddenly, in the
middle of your life you hang a sign that says: ‘Nothing is mine,
everything belongs to the Creator of the World! Surely, the
neighbors and friends will not understand what happened to you,
perhaps something happened to you. But you know the truth quite
well. The truth is that everything belongs to the Creator of the
World, and everything that | have | received as a deposit from
Hashem Yisbarach, and | must always remember this.
HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave us the mitzvah of Shemitah, where we
are commanded regarding the resting of the lands, servants, and
loans. In short, everything important and dear is suddenly non-
existent, it is not ours. Suddenly, on a clear day, a man goes into his
field and there are strangers walking about in it and taking produce
and eating it, and he is among them, having no right to take before
any of them or more than they take. He is exactly like them. If a
person keeps the command of the Creator, then all is good. And if
not, then HaKadosh Baruch Hu has many ways to fulfill His decree.
Rashi explains our parsha (25:18), 'nva% yaxn 7v nnaw'l' - ‘and
you will dwell securely on the land’ — ‘For through the sin of not
observing Shemitah Israel goes into exile, for it says (26:34) ™'
'"N'MNAY DX NXINENTMNAY DX NXIN - ‘Then the land will appease
its Shemitah years and it will make its Shemitahs appeasing’. The
seventy years of the Babylonian Exile corresponded to the seventy
Shemitah years that they neglected.” That is, after Israel entered
the land, they negated seventy Shemitahs, and correspondingly,
they were in exile for seventy years. During those years, the land
rested corresponding to the seventy Shemitahs that were missed.
True, nowadays, most people have no real connection to Shemitah
due to all the permissibilities, (of course, we must learn all the
halachos that apply nowadays well), but we have a connection to
the concept. The concept is that we must always remember that
everything we have does not belong to us. It is possible to
remember this in many ways, for example, if a person increases his
giving of charity, by doing this he shows that he is not attached to
his money. Chazal have said, ‘A person never gets poor from
tzedakah’. Then, one who has faith and knows that the money he
has is the Creator’s, he is not afraid to give it to others, and he
always remember who the true owner of it is!

- TivHaTorah - Behar
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‘Ready and able’ - "nimi pin’

| traveled with my family and my mother-in-law up north. | took them
to various places to relax and unwind. At one of the places my mother-
in-law said that she wanted to go to Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai. | heard
but | did not respond. But my mother-in-law continued to ask and also
asked how to get to Rebbe Shimon. | respectfully told her that with
Hashem’s help we will receive an invitation from Rebbe Shimon, and
we will go there. My wife asked me what | meant by that? | told her
that | had just enough gas to get home and | had no money in my
pocket, but | did not want to tell her that it was not possible so |
answered her this way, that if there would be an invitation from the
Tzaddik, then he will worry about bringing us to him.
A short time later, | saw my son arguing with one of the park workers.
| rushed over there, and it was clear that my son found 300 shekalim
on the side of the path and the worker caught my son rushing to the
corner to pick up the money, but the Arab decided that the money
was his... he did not even know how much money was there. | told
him, “This is not yours and it is not his, it belongs to Rebbe Shimon!!!”
| took the money, went to a gas station, and filled the gas tank. |
bought sweets for the family, whatever everyone wanted, and | said
it was in the merit of the Rashbi who wanted us to come to himin a
good mood. From there we went straight to Rashbi to daven to the
joy of my mother-in-law, my wife, and the whole family. As for me, |
learned that the Rashbi pays for his guests.
Another time, a group of us hired a driver to take us to the holy places
around Tzefas. | asked the driver to take us to Rashbi to daven, but he
was not pleased with the suggestion since it was the end of the day.
To push me off he asked, “Who will pay for the gas?” | told him that
Rashbi pays for the guests!!!”
He asked again about the gas and | gave him the same answer, and |
guaranteed him Rashbi would pay. We left the kever and went back
to the ride and he asked where was the money | promised? We went
down the mountain and he received a message, ‘If someone is in
Meron, | forgot my Tefillin on the bimah and | will pay 200 shekel to
someone to bring them to Beitar.” Just then, he saw the Tefillin and
took them to the address which was a few buildings away from his.
The whole way home | bothered him, “Nu! Did Rashbi pay the guest?!”
This was a great chizuk.
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The good hidden in concealment and sorrow

(22:13) :n2 DTawD DIA'X A7V INNYI YIRD DX X 'MW

I will make the land desolate, and your foes who dwell upon it will
be desolate. (26:32)

Rashi explains: | will make the land desolate — This is good for Israel,
that the enemies will not find contentment in Israel’s land, for it will
be desolate of its inhabitants.
We are now in the midst of a tochacha [rebuke] too difficult to bear.
After the Torah prophesies about the numerous difficult troubles that
will befall us if chalilah we veer from the laws of the Torah, the posuk
before us informs us that in addition, HaKadosh Baruch Hu will chas
v’shalom send us out of our land. The posuk concludes, N7y mnwi'
‘"2 Drawrrn nd>ax — ‘and your foes who dwell upon it will be
desolate’, and our minds tell us to interpret these words as being bad,
since they are said amidst other harsh words. Even after these
sentences, the Torah prophesies about our bad lot if chas v’shalom
we do not keep the laws of Hashem. True, some do interpret these
words for bad (see Rashbam and Chizkuni) that the word ‘shamamu’
is an expression of ‘timahon’ — amazement — that the enemies were
amazed with the harsh decree to evict Israel from their land and give
it to others. It seems like HaKadosh Baruch Hu exchanged Israel for
other nations. There is no harsher bad than this.
Amazingly, Rashi does not explain it like this. Even though this is
placed between two rebukes, he explains it for good, that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu supervises that the enemies will not find calm in the land
of Israel. The result is that the land will remain desolate from
inhabitants. This is so that after time, Israel can come back to their
land and HaKadosh Baruch Hu will again rejoice to do good for Israel
and bring them back up to their land. Then Israel will not have to
confront those living in their inheritance.
But once these things were said regarding that Hashem is concealed,
we can look at the simple meaning for bad even according to Rashi.
That is, after the nations will not have satisfaction in the land, this still
not seem to be good news for Israel, for even if they hope to return
to their land after many days, they will realize that the land they left
filled with fruit has turned into barren land with no inhabitants. It
would seem to them even after they return that they will not have
the same satisfaction from the land as before. But Rashi informs us
that the truth of the matter is that the goodness is hidden in it, and it
is from Hashem that their inheritance will be returned to them
without bother.
We must learn from this the particular point as well as the general
point. If this posuk is prophesying for a specific time of distress and in
time will be revealed for good, then all the details of the entire rebuke
appears to be for a specific time, but in time, every detail will be
revealed for good and consolation. If this were not so, then why does
the Torah insert one sentence of good in the middle of other
sentences of bad? Also, we must understand that if now it is an
unsettled time, then why mention good at all? If it is not as we have
said that the unsettled time is only hidden internally, but the love of
Yisbarach has not ceased from Israel even for a moment, and all the
mentioned curses will convert to blessings.
And so, many Tzaddikim in previous generations have explained the
tochacha for good, and if this is so then even the plain meaning of the
passage is for good. Still, we must have faith in the words of R’ Akiva
who taught his students that everything the Merciful One does is for
the best. Obviously, included in these words are also the prophesies
of the tochacha, and even if they seem to be bad, it is incumbent on
us to realize that mercy is hidden within them.
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Based on this, we can now explain the intent of the posuk (Shemos
15:3) 'mw 'n nnn'‘m w'x 'n' — ‘Hashem is the Master of war, Hashem
is His Name’, that the posuk comes to reveal to us the good attribute
of HaKadosh Baruch Hu that even when He must mete out justice
and be the ‘Master of War’ with the wicked, ‘Hashem is His Name’,
the intent is to punish them in a way that in time it will convert to
good, for after their sins have been erased, then the reasons for the
distress will serve for good.

Now we can also explain the posuk (Tehillim 107:1) 210 » 07 I’
I'Ton D71v%7 > — ‘Give thanks to Hashem, for He is good, for His
kindness endures forever’, that is, even in bad times you are
required to thank Hashem just as you bless for the good (Berachos
54b). This is the proof that even the bad is good. For this he said,
‘Give thanks to Hashem’ for the attribute of mercy, even while we
still think it is ‘justice’, the reason is ‘for He is good’, we must believe
that there is good hidden within it, for bad does not come out of
Hashem. If you say, ‘The reality is there is no recognizable good’, the
response to this is ‘for His kindness endures forever’, that is,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu Who knows the future and Whose actions are
not only in the present, rather, He makes an impression ‘forever’,
meaning that these things are meant for the future, and Yisbarach
knows that in the future these bad things will turn to good over time.
We must realize that the very faith is that the bad things do not have
the power to reveal the good hidden within the bad. The Baal
HaTanya states in his holy letter (Letter 11), ‘Everything is good, but
we just cannot obtain it. This belief that everything is truly good, we
must believe that what seems bad to us is actually good from Above,
but we cannot appreciate it. This is Eden which is above the World
to Come. This emunah truly elevates that which seems bad into the
hidden good from Above.’

This avodah is easy to qualify but hard to quantify. [Easy to say, but
hard to do.] When a person is in a difficult situation, you can explain
to him his obligation that things are hidden from him now. But to
put it into practice, to be happy at a time like this, truly out of clear
faith that everything is for the best is something that requires
tremendous effort. However, we must know that this is the will of
Above at this difficult time, to believe that this is the truth, this is
really for his benefit whether it is recognizable or not.

This is how we rule in practical halacha in Shulchan Aruch (Orach
Chaim Siman 222 seif 3 in the Remah), ‘A person is obligated to
wholeheartedly bless for the bad with an aspiring soul, just as one
joyously blesses for the good. To those who serve Hashem, bad is
their joy and benefit, since if one accepts it with love that which
Hashem has decreed on him, we find that the one who accepts the
bad serves Hashem, and it is a joy to him.’

When a person sees that he is not capable of this, it is incumbent on
him to repeat to himself that nothing bad comes from Hashem
Yisbarach, so this must be for his benefit, until he believes what he
tells himself. As the holy Rav of Kovrin would say on the posuk
(Tehillim 116:10) 27X ' 'manxn' — ‘I have kept faith although I say’,
| have merited to keep faith because | repeated words of faith to
myself, for speech works on the inner soul. Then he will hope to see
that the very bad will convert to good.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Behar-Bechukosai 5781
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“If you will observe My precepts” Implies that You Should Study Torah Laboriously

The Goal of Serving Hashem Is to Extend the Light of Torah
from the Head to the Toes until the Lower Extremities
Follow the Path of the Torah Automatically

One of the parshiyos we read this week is parshas
Bechukosai. Thus, in the latter days of the Sefirah, as we prepare
for receiving the Torah, it behooves us to examine the opening
passuk of this parsha and its implications (Vayikra 26, 3): axr”
m9n smipina—if you will observe My precepts. According to
Rashi, this means: You shall labor in the study of Torah. We
will endeavor to explain how Rashi makes this connection. To
explain the connection, let us introduce Chazal’s elucidation in
the Midrash (V.R. 35, 1):

“If you will observe My precepts.” This relates to the
passuk (Tehillim 119, 59): “I considered my ways and turned
my feet toward Your testimonies.” David said: Master of the
Universe, every day I planned and thought that I would go
to a particular place or to a particular dwelling. Yet, my
feet always took me to Batei Kenesses and Batei Midrash.
That is the meaning of that which is written: “I turned my
feet toward Your testimonies.”

The Midrash intends to explain the obligations and
ramifications of “observing My precepts.” It obligates us to
labor in the study of Torah with such devotion that our legs
transport us automatically to the Batei Kenesses and Batei
Midrash to pursue our Torah studies, as was the case with David
HaMelech. Even when David thought to go elsewhere, his legs
took him to prayer houses and study halls.

Notwithstanding, this matter deserves further explanation.
What, in fact, was David HaMelech’s intent when he made
this statement to HKB”H: “My feet would take me to Batei
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Kenesses and Batei Midrash”? Clearly, he did not intend to
brag. Additionally, what does it mean that his legs carried him
automatically, as if without him thinking or wishing to do so?

“Man sees what his eyes behold,
but Hashem sees into the heart”

We will begin our explanation by introducing the illuminating
words of the Shela hakadosh (Maseches Pesachim). He
addresses HKB”H’s statement to Shmuel HaNavi when he was
sent to anoint David as the next King of Yisrael (Shmuel I 16,
7): "a3%Y nxmr 1 pavyy R oRn s”—man sees what his eyes
behold, but Hashem sees into the heart. Shmuel learns that
appearances can be deceiving. Now, since the sacred words of
the Shela require further clarification, I have elected to clarify
the words of this tzaddik, with G-d’s help.

The Shela hakadosh teaches us that when HKB”H created
Adam HaRishon, he created him to be a man of G-d; his entire
body and being were meant to be holy and intelligent. In other
words, all 248 limbs and 365 sinews were designed to be
intelligent like the heart. Thus, every limb and sinew would
be able to be inspired to serve Hashem just like the heart is
inspired. However, as a consequence of the sin involving the
Eitz HaDa’as perpetrated by the persuasive arguments of the
nachash, the body’s spiritual powers and tendencies were
diminished. The heart remained the only organ able to inspire
man to serve Hashem. In the words of the Gemara (Sanhedrin
106b): "ya xavy xmn1"—the Merciful One desires that we
serve Him with our hearts.
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Therefore, it is apparent that the inspiration to serve
Hashem always comes from the heart. We express this fact
in the berachah, we recite prior to Krias Shema in Shacharis
(Ahavas Olam): =7nab%1 1mbY pyiawy Soswnr pany 2 1uaba ny
"HAnRa NN TIAbR AT Yo NN oveph ey meb—instill in
our hearts the desire to understand and discern, to listen,
learn and teach, to observe and perform, and to fulfill all
the teachings of Your Torah with love. Everything depends
on the heart. If one possesses the desire and wisdom to serve
Hashem, then the heart influences all of the other bodily limbs
and organs to also serve Hashem.

This then is the allusion inherent in the passuk: @7 *2”
"movypy mR7e. Ever since Adam HaRishon saw fit to succumb to
the visual temptation of the Eitz HaDa’as, as attested to by the
passuk (Bereishis 3, 6): "mep% 8171 1180 231 YaRnY yyn 210 2>"—the
tree was good for eating and it was a delight to the eyes—
his entire body became more material and less spiritual; it
no longer possessed the wisdom of the heart. Since then, the
following holds true: "23%% nx=» 'm”—HKB”H only focuses on
man’s heart, demanding that it focuses on serving Hashem. He
does not focus on the other limbs and organs that no longer
possess the independent wisdom to serve Hashem, without
being influenced to do so by the heart. Hence (Mishlei 16, 5):
ab a1 Y3 11 nayin’—every haughty heart is an abomination
of Hashem. In summary, everything depends on the heart.

Based on this understanding, the Shela hakadosh asserts
that this is why HKB”H mentions the name @1 in the passuk:
"maavpY N7 2R 0”. He was hinting to Shmuel that He chose
to make David king, because he was destined to rectify the
defect of Adam HaRishon. This is explained by the Arizal in
Sefer HaLikutim (Ha’azinu). David HaMelech was a gilgul of
Adam HaRishon; and he himself is destined to be the Melech
HaMashiach. This is alluded to by the name =", which is an
acronym for mwn 711 nv®—Adam, David, Mashiach. Thus, at
the time of the future geulah, when the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as” will
finally be rectified, and the dead will be resurrected, man’s body
will be restored to its original state prior to the sin; his entire
body will possess the intelligence and capacity of the heart.

Yaakov Avinu the Radiance of Adam HaRishon
Extended Intelligence into His Hands

Applying this wonderful insight, the Yitav Lev interprets the
following passuk pertaining to Yaakov Avinu (Bereishis 48, 14):
I WRA DY TIRRY AR PN R DMAR WRA DY W 1200 nR IR by
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1337 mwm o3 1 N Yow—Yisrael extended his right hand and
laid iton Ephraim’s head though he was the younger and his left
hand on Menashe’shead. He moved his hands with intelligence,
for Menashe was the firstborn. Rashi comments: “He moved
his hands with intelligence”—this is to be understood as it is
rendered by Targum Onkelos. “He made them (his hands) wise,
with intelligence and wisdom. He made his hands intelligent
for this purpose, and he acted deliberately.

He explains the matter in keeping with the teaching in the
Midrash (V.R. 20, 2): %aba amon o nwsan ox Hw 1opy man”
"m@o1 mmd nnx Yy 1aa anoyp aan—the fleshy part of Adam
HaRishon’s heel outshone the orb of the sun; how much
more so, the radiance of his countenance. This is consistent
with what we learned from the Shela hakadosh. Prior to the
“cheit Eitz HaDa’as,” the light of the intellect spread throughout
man’s body, from his head to his toes—so much so that the
illumination from his heel outshined the illumination of the
sun. After the sin, however, when he was lured by the visual
appeal of the forbidden tree, his body became material and less
spiritual. As a consequence, the light of the intellect remained
exclusively in the heart.

Now, in Sha’ar HaPesukim (Vayigash), the Arizal teaches us
that Yaakov Avinu was a gilgul and a tikun of Adam HaRishon.
This is implied by Chazal’s statement in the Gemara (B.M. 84a):
TIIWNTT DTINT AW YR AR apyst maw’—the radiance of
Yaakov Avinu resembled the radiance of Adam HaRishon.
Thus, the Yitav Lev asserts that Yaakov Avinu sanctified and
restored his entire body to the state of the body prior to the
“cheit Eitz HaDa’as.” As aresult, his hands were permeated with
wisdom and intelligence. This then is the implication of that
which is written: “He moved his hands with intelligence”—
he imbued his hands with intelligence. As explained by Targum
Onkelos: The wisdom of his intellect extended to his hands.

This coincides beautifully with what we have learned in the
Gemara (Ta’anis 5b): "nn RY 173x apy»"—Yaakov Avinu did not
die. The Rama of Pano explains in Asarah Ma’amaros that since
Yaakov Avinu purified his entire body and restored it to the state
of Adam HaRishon’s body prior to the “cheit”; therefore, the
decree of death imposed on Adam HaRishon and all of creation
did not apply to him. This refers to the death sentence imposed
on mankind mentioned in the passuk (ibid. 7, 17): ny1n yynr’
"IN N1 1R 99K 0193 95 1nn Yarn &Y y11 a1v—but of the “Eitz
HaDa’as Tov VaRa” you must not eat thereof; for on the day
you eat of it, you shall surely die.
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The Shela Excludes the Brain
the Home of the Neshamah

At this point, it is imperative to clarify a crucial point
concerning the insight of the Shela hakadosh. Clearly, the Shela
cannot mean that intelligence remained exclusively in the heart
and not in any of the other organs or limbs. After all, what
about the brain, the source of man’s intellect?! Therefore, in my
humble opinion, the Shela hakadosh is merely speaking about
the rest of the human body not including the brain. For, it is the
home and sanctuary of the neshamabh, the source of intelligence
and kedushah.

In Likutei Amarim (Chapter 9), the author of the Tanya
discusses at length the arduous battle being waged constantly
between the yetzer hara and the yetzer tov. This Midrash
(Bamidbar Rabbah 22, 9), expounding on the passuk (Koheles
10, 2), alludes to this incessant battle: %»o3 a%1 1222%% mon 2v”
1 L,19RAYY Sr00 251 ,129103 1IN RITW 310 9% 17,1000 0o 2y 1oNnwy
" oxnwa tmaw yan e “The heart of a wise man is to his right,”
refers to the yetzer tov, which has been placed on his right
side, while “the heart of a fool is on his left,” refers to the
yetzer hara, which has been placed on his left.

The author of the Tanya teaches that the root of the yetzer
tov—Ilocated in the right cavity of the heart—is the neshamah
in the brain, which is a piece of G-d from above, in keeping with
the passuk (Bereishis 2, 7): "m»n naw 1vaxa na»”—He blew into
his nostrils the soul of life. The Sefer HaKaneh explains that
anyone who blows, blows from within himself. Hence, with
respect to the neshamah in the brain, man longs to fulfill the
wishes of Hashem. With respect to the yetzer hara, however—
located in the left cavity of the heart—man is drawn to all the
whims, desires and pursuits of Olam HaZeh.

In this vein, the author of the Tanya teaches that it is man’s
mission in Olam HaZeh to have his brain be the master of his
heart and control it. In other words, the neshamah in the brain
must illuminate the right cavity of the heart, so that the yetzer
tov will prevail over the yetzer hara in the left cavity. This is
what he writes (Chapter 16):

This is an important principle for those on an
intermediate level with regards to the service of Hashem.
Itis essential to control the natural tendency of the left side
of the heart by utilizing Hashem’s light that illuminates the
divine soul in the brain. By contemplating the greatness
of the Almighty, a person will develop an intellectual fear
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and reverence of Hashem; this will encourage him to avoid
transgressing both Torah and Rabbinical precepts—even
those that appear minor. Additionally, he will develop a
love of Hashem in the right side of his heart, inspiring him
to cling to Hashem by performing mitzvos and studying
Torah—which is equivalent to everything else.

Here is a very nice allusion to this concept. No matter what
a person is doing, he should always have in mind that the letters
of the word m"wyn (action; deed) are an acronym for: v nra
a5'y'y—the brain is the master of the heart. Thus, the author
of the Tanya states explicitly that the divine soul, the neshamah,
resides in the human brain. From there, it illuminates the right
side of the heart, enabling a person to prevail over the yetzer
hara that resides in the left cavity of the heart.

In this manner, we can appreciate the insight of the Shela
hakadosh. Prior to the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as,” the intellect in the
head illuminated the entire body, from head to toe, just as it
illuminates the heart. Therefore, the heel of Adam HaRishon,
illuminated by the light of his intellect, outshined the sun. This
passuk alludes to this as follows: “Man sees what his eyes
behold”—because he is enticed by what he sees; “but Hashem
sees into the heart”—HKB”H only looks at and takes into
account what is in man’s heart, expecting it to be guided by the
intellect in man’s brain.

The Legs of the Nachash Were Amputated
because It Prevented the Light of Torah
from Reaching Man’s Legs

Based on this discussion, we can begin to comprehend why
HKB”H amputated the legs of the “nachash hakadmoni”—the
primeval serpent—after it enticed Adam and Chava to eat from
the Eitz HaDa’as. Here is the pertinent passuk (Bereishis 3,
14): Yon1 manan Yon anR MR DR NP D Wt YN oaphR it ke
maeert o120 o Sann [ayt 9vn g1ma by arwn non—Hashem G-d said
to the nachash, “Because you have done this, accursed are
you beyond all the cattle and beyond all beasts of the field;
upon your belly shall you go, and dust shall you eat all the
days of your life.” Rashi comments: "1xpariy 1 moban"—it (the
serpent) once had legs, which were later cut off.

To explain the matter, we will refer back to the Midrash cited
above: The fleshy part of Adam HaRishon's heel outshone
the orb of the sun; how much more so, the radiance of
his countenance. As explained, prior to the fateful sin, the
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Torah Adam HaRishon learned and perceived with his brain
illuminated his entire body down to his heels, not merely his
radiant countenance. The illumination was so bright that the
illumination of the sun was dull in comparison.

Now, the highest part of the human body is called the head,
because it rests atop the entire body. Conversely, the lowest
part of the human body is the heels of the feet. The name heel
conveys that it is the end of the human body upon which the
entire torso stands; they carry the body to wherever it chooses
to go. Hence, when a person studies Torah and gains insights in
the brain in his head, he must make every effort to ensure that
the light of the Torah spreads from his brain to his entire body,
even to his lowly feet. Thus, all paths he walks will be guided
solely by the precepts of the Torah—in keeping with the notion
of the feet running to serve Hashem on their own.

This mechanism was corrupted by the clever “nachash
hakadmoni” His ploy prevented Adam HaRishon from
illuminating his lower extremities with the light of Torah in his
brain. Otherwise, Adam would never have followed its malicious
advice and eaten from the Eitz HaDa’as. This continues to be
the stratagem of the yetzer hara in every generation. It aims to
prevent man from illuminating his lower extremities with the
light of Torah that is in his brain. It is as if man’s legs were
amputated and no longer connected to his head. Therefore,
the nachash was punished correspondingly, “midah k'neged
midah”—measure for measure; it legs were amputated. Thus,
man would be sure to always remember to beware of the deceit
of the nachash that prevents the light in man’s head from
reaching his feet.

This explains very nicely the proclamation HKB”H made
to the primeval serpent, the embodiment of the yetzer hara
(ibid. 3, 15): 7amws Rt =7 P21 YT P21 AWK 237 08 WK TR
"apy 1awn anR1 wr1—I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He
will pound you on the head, and you will hiss at his heel.
Simply understood, the passuk states that man will strike the
serpent’s head, and it will bite his heels. Based on our current
discussion, however, we can find an allusion in the passuk. With
the words: "wx1 121w Rm”—HKB”H was informing the yetzer
hara, in the form of the nachash, that if man extends the light of
Torah from his head to the soles of his feet, he will succeed in
striking a decisive blow to its head with his feet, which contain
the light of Torah. On the other hand: "apy namwn nnR"—you,
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the nachash, will succeed in causing man'’s spiritual demise by
biting his heels—by preventing him from extending the light of
Torah to his heels.

David HaMelech the Gilgul
and Tikun of Adam HaRishon

Following thisline of reasoning, let us clarify David HaMelech’s
statement: “Every day I planned and thought that I would go
to a particular place or to a particular dwelling. Yet, my feet
always took me to Batei Kenesses and Batei Midrash.” We
find the following elucidation in the Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni
Bereishis 41) related to the passuk (ibid. 5, 1):

19 171 20,1 IR, N1 90 1aY qhapn 2R NI [an
mawnna by 10 9K, mapn R XY oy D 1131 1 ans e
19 AR ,POPAa ann W 1Y 9aR .00 PR 1Y TnR 0 W s 1Y qnR ey
e ol v snnwn ouw oeyaw 1w AR 1t “This is the account of
the descendants of Adam.” He passed all of the generations
before him. He showed him David who was allotted only
three hours of life. He said to Him, “Master of the Universe,
will there be no remedy for this?” He replied, “This is what
I decided.” He said to him, “How many are the years of my
life?” He said to him, “One thousand years.” He (Adam)
asked Him (HKB”H), “Is it possible to begift in the heavens?”
He answered him, “Yes.” He said to Him, “Seventy years of
my life will be his fate.”

In Sefer HaLikutim (Ha’azinu), our master, the Arizal,
explains why David HaMelech was fated to die at birth had
Adam HaRishon not bequeathed seventy years of his life to him.
As we know, David HaMelech was a gilgul of Adam HaRishon
and bore the responsibility of making amends for his sin. So,
since Adam was sentenced to death: “On the day you eat of
it, you shall surely die”—this sentence was to be carried out
with David HaMelech; he was to die on the day of his birth.
Nevertheless, Adam HaRishon bequeathed seventy years of his
life to David to enable him to rectify his failure. Here are his
sacred words:

When it is written: “On the day you eat of it, you will
surely die,” it is referring to David HaMelech, a”h. It is for
this reason that he was meant to be an abortus and die on
that very day, because he was Adam himself. Had Adam
HaRishon not given him seventy years of his life, he would
have died. Since he performed complete teshuvah and
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rectified that which he had perverted, not only did he not
die, but he lives on in perpetuity. For, David lives on.

And he did not even allow himself to sleep but sixty
breaths, akin to the sleep of a horse, so that he would not
be subjected to the taste of death. For, sleep is one sixtieth
of death. Additionally, not just this, but he would be the
opposite of Adam HaRishon. For, Adam HaRishon brought
death to all of creation; and they all died. As a result of the
tikun, David will come and will be made the Mashiach and
will revive all of the dead. This is the significance of the
name o"1x; it is the letters of mwn 7171 07N,

This explains very nicely why David HaMelech chose to
begin Sefer Tehillim with the words (Tehillim 1, 1): wxn »wr”
BN 95,2 XY 0% 2wInat Thy KT DINVUM 71721 DYWa nXya 7Y RY N
Jeiovor ma mame inmanat weart 'n nin2 Praised be the man who
refrained from following the counsel of the wicked, and
stood not in the path of the sinful, and sat not in the session
of scorners. But his desire is for the Torah of Hashem,
and in His Torah, he mediates day and night. The Midrash
Shochar Tov explains: This is a reference to Adam HaRishon.
Adam HaRishon said, “I would have been praiseworthy
had I not followed the ways of the nachash; and I would
deserve praise, if | hadn’t sat in the session of mockery.” In
light of our current discussion, in this manner, David HaMelech
intended to make amends for the sin of Adam HaRishon, for
following the counsel of the nachash, which prevented the light
of the Torah from illuminating his legs.

“Praiseworthy are those whose way is wholesome,
who walk with the Torah of Hashem”

We have learned in the Gemara (Berachos 3b): »i%n mm =1s”
132127 13 NIWIT NAIAE 1R K2 DY nIRn phanw 101,111 Y invnn nynb
At Tmy abyw Ty 17Ina powt iy a1, vsa A harp hung
above David’s bed. At midnight, the northern wind came
and blew on it, and it would play by itself. Immediately,
he would rise and engage in Torah-study until the break
of day. This then is what David HaMelech conveyed to HKB"H
after studying Torah the entire night. He explained that he was
making every effort to rectify the cheit of Adam HaRishon. By
not sleeping and not tasting a hint of the taste of death, he made
amends for the fact that Adam HaRishon brought death to the
world. As a result, he successfully extended the light of Torah
in his head to his entire body, even to the soles of his feet, like
Adam HaRishon prior to the sin.
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To prove his point, he said: “Every day I planned and
thoughtthatIwould go to a particular place or to a particular
dwelling. Yet, my feet always took me to Batei Kenesses and
Batei Midrash.” By studying Torah all night long and extending
the light of Torah to his entire body, he succeeded in sanctifying
his legs. Hence, they automatically went to Batei Kenesses and
Batei Midrash, because all of him 248 limbs and 365 sinews
resembled his heart; they all possessed the intelligence to serve
Hashem on their own.

We can suggest that this is what David HaMelech meant
when he said (Tehillim 119, 1): n=in2 oo 97 "mn Mws”
."n Praiseworthy are those whose way is wholesome, who
walk with the Torah of Hashem. The purpose of Torah-
study is to have the light of Torah in one’s head illuminate
one’s entire body; so that even one’s legs are constantly
guided by the wisdom and precepts of Hashem'’s Torah. This
then is the message of his statement (ibid. 81, 14): ymw "y "
"o 1912 Yxawr *v—if only My people would heed Me, if
Yisrael would walk in My ways. The purpose of hearing and
attaining Torah-knowledge is to “walk in His ways”—to have
every step your legs take and everything you do be guided by
the Torah.

This explains very nicely why the Talmudic sages chose to
conclude the Talmud Bavli with the passage that we recite in
Shacharis every morning (Niddah 73a): mawwn 95 ,1m99R 2% xan”
PR BN 1Y abIp 1Y MnRaw Ran oy 13 R 1Y nuam e vea nebn
s X598 miown The Academy of Eliyahu taught: He who
studies Torah laws every day is assured that he will be in
Olam HaBa, as it states (Chabakuk 3, 6): “The ways of the
world are His”—do not read “ways” ("nmi="%:1), but “laws”
("ms¥m7). They wished to impress upon us that the purpose of
Torah-study and clarification of halachos is to have the Torah
spread throughout a person’s entire body, from his head to his
toes. This will ensure that all of a person’s worldly activities,
facilitated by his legs, will be guided by the light of Torah and
the dictates of halachah.

“Emes” Has Legs to Stand On
“Sheker” Does Not

It is with great pleasure that we can apply this notion to a
passage in the Midrash (Letters of Rabbi Akiva) pertaining to
the shape of the letter “aleph”:

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

Parshas Behar-Bechukosai 5781 | 5

OO



2105w %151 ,07R 2135 0Y9a7 TN 17 Wl 1R 1Pt 979N DY 11 n saany”
W NN S NP Yo 9908y 090 15 PR apw,eohan 19 wr nnR1,nnas e
S by nrtay apw Y nemR Yow oot o 1N apw Se,nvvan b

Why does the arm (“yud”) of the letter “aleph” stand
upright on its (right) side, and it has two legs like human
beings? Because “emes” (truth) is spelled with it, and
“emes” has legs, whereas “sheker” (falsehood, lies) has no
legs. Therefore, all the letters of n"nx have legs and (the
letters) of ="pw do not have legs; for, all the letters of +"pw

stand on their tips.

This passage can be explained simply by referring to the
Gemara (Shabbas 104a): "xp XY X pw 'xp xowip’—truth endures;
lies do not endure. Therefore, the shapes of their letters allude
to this reality. All three letters of n"ax have two legs, alluding to
the fact that truth has a sound basis, allowing it to endure. The
three letters of 71"pw, however, all stand on a single point—they
do not have two legs—alluding to the fact that lies are not well-
founded and are destined to be revealed as false.

Let us interpret the Midrash in keeping with our current
discussion. We find that the Torah is called “emes,” as explained in
the Gemara (A.Z. 4b): "m0 Y81 2P NEK 29057 ,NAKR 113 29057 10—
“emes” is written in relation to Torah-study (Mishlei 23, 23):
“Purchase ‘emes’ (Torah) and do not sell.” Similarly, in the
formula of the berachah recited over the Torah, we say: 1n1wx»
«mr nn15—Who gave us the Torah of “emes.” Hence, the test
to determine whether or not a person is occupied with the Torah
of “emes” is to check if the light of Torah in his head descends
and illuminates his entire physical being, down to the bottoms of

his two feet. In other words, do all of his actions comply with the
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teachings of the Torah. Therefore, all three letters of n"ax have
two legs, signifying that the light of Torah must penetrate every
part of the body, including its lower extremities. In contrast, the
letters 1"pw do not have legs. This signifies that even if a “rasha”
hears words of Torah, he does not extend their illumination from
his head to his feet. He is not interested in acting and behaving in

accord with the teachings of the Torah.

It is with great pleasure that we will now add what the
author of the Tanya writes in Likutei Amarim (Chapter 13): »2”
DN NPT T MNERT 119NN M2 RPN, 3PP DY 1Nt N NRR Nt man
Jeamt B 10 1 Nt nbyan o aept The quality of “emes”
is the midah of Yaakov; it is called the middle bar bridging
from one end to the other—from the highest qualities and
levels to the lowest levels. In terms of what we have learned,
he is teaching us that when a person is occupied with the Torah
of “emes,” he enables the light of Torah to extend from one end
of his being to the other—from the highest levels in the intellect
in his head to the lowest levels of his anatomy in his feet.

This is the lesson we are taught by the opening passuk of
this week’s parsha: "13%n *mpina ax"—if you will observe My
precepts. Recall that according to Rashi, this means: You shall
labor in the study of Torah. In other words, you should study
Torah in such a manner that its light permeates your entire
body, from head to toe. Thus, everything you do in this world
will be guided and dictated by the Torah. Hence, the Midrash
cites the words of David HaMelech: “I turned my feet toward
Your testimonies.” He sanctified himself to such a remarkable
degree that his legs automatically took him of their own volition
to the synagogues and study halls to study Torah.
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Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

Korban, the Torah describes a permanent blemish which

can’t be brought as a Korban. Since this blemish will never
heal, it can be redeemed and replaced.There is also the case of a
temporary blemish where the animal remains Kadosh and can’t
be replaced. Instead, the owner must wait until it heals.

I n discussing which animals are qualified to be brought as a

There is a third category mentioned in Sefer Malachi, Hakriveihu
No Lfesochecho, Hayirtzicho O Hayisa Ponecho, try to bring this
as a gift to your governor and see if he will accept this gift. That
is describing an animal which is Kosher for a Korban but is old,
skinny, or otherwise not appealing. It qualifies on “paper” but not
in the real world. Instead of being a gift, it is an insult.

Besides qualifying our actions when we do Mitzvohs by asking
if they are Halachically correct, we also have to ask, “Are we
performing the Mitzvah in a manner that we could get away with
in any other scenario?”’. Thinking of it this way would significantly

change how we do Mitzvohs. Here are some examples:

Is there anything wrong with looking at our phone during
Davening? Is there anything wrong with doing that in a potential
employer’s office? How about during a date?

If someone comes only 10 minutes late each day or comes 4
out of 5 times to Davening, or a Chavrusa, would that work with
carpool or showing up to work?

The same is true with how we treat our spouses. Would our
behavior be acceptable in any other social setting? If not, then it’s
probably not acceptable here either.

The overall message is that we try to rationalize our shortcomings
in places where we don’t see the price we're paying and don’t
bother to see how the other person or, more importantly, how
Hashem feels about how we're acting. That is Malachi’s message.

Why Were We Chosen To Be Not Healthy?

hile this topic seems specific to people suffering
W with health issues, this article can and should be

read as a discussion of why anyone finds themselves
suffering and unable to improve their situation. (Before they draw
such a conclusion, they should seek advice from others. Often,
what seems like a situation which is out of one’s control can be
fixed or, in the least, improved, when approached effectively.)

Specifically, | want to address why the suffering manifests itself in
a manner that makes our life seem limited, unable to fulfill our
purpose in this world. (For a general discussion on why people
suffer | can, by request, send you a pamphlet, or a link to a lecture
written on this topic.)

It’s common for people to mutter under their breath, “If | were
rich, | could do so much more”. It’s not said loudly because most
people appreciate that wealth isn’t the norm. It’'s a bonus. Some
people may say, even loudly,“If | were healthy, | could do so much
more”. It may be said with a subtle, unspoken resentment, where
possibly even the one saying it is unaware that the resentment
exists. Their underlying question is that, "The vast majority of
people are healthy so why couldn’t | also be healthy?”.

Before | share some thoughts, | would like to acknowledge that

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

no one understands the suffering of others, myself included. Each
person has had their share of it and it is impossible to gauge who
has suffered more than the other. Even with similar diagnoses, it
will always be apples and oranges. | hope that my thoughts don’t
appear like | am downplaying anyone’s pain.

In the past, when | had this conversation with others, some would
interrupt me, responding that, “If you knew how much | suffer,
you wouldn’t ask this of me”. Some treat their suffering as their
membership into a private club and non-members have no right
to even glimpse inside. They want empathy, not direction. While
| am not judging them for that they should be honest as to what
they want before asking others for advice.

My thoughts come from my own membership into a sad, exclusive
club. | lost a son who was of marriageable age. Yet, | avoid the
urge to accept my membership. Insisting that | have an unalienable
right to be in pain will cause me to think unhealthy, even toxic
thoughts.

I) So my first message is to avoid, with all your energy, becoming
obsessed with your status. Yes, it is a part of your life, but you
should never allow it to be a primary part.As damaging as denial
would be, it is just as damaging to become an invalid instead of
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being a person who (among the other parts of who they are) is
also limited with a handicap. It may seem impossible but it is not.
Please call me if you would like some techniques regarding this
challenge.

2) As strange as it may seem, everyone is given an equal amount
of resources to achieve their mission in this world. This is
overlooked because there are multiple moving parts in one’s
life, some that we are completely unaware are available to us to
incorporate into our individual mission’s arsenal.

Some people have high-profile strengths (merit would not be the
right word as high-profile strengths often cause people to stop
growing and, as a result, they aren’t strengths). It may be wealth,
an easy life, above average intelligence, or a great personality. They
seem to be gifted. Others have less noticeable strengths. They
may have a great perspective of life, resilience, or the ability to
patiently and effectively understand their own life and, by doing
so, share it with others.

A wealthy person with a bad perspective isn’t wealthy, he just
looks like he is. An easy life without the resilience to handle
the slightest challenge isn’t an easy life. People with multiple
challenges and a great perspective are fortunate people even if
it is difficult for others to imagine. Nevertheless, it can be asked
why some were chosen with one set of “gifts” and others with
more challenging ones.

To answer this question people must believe, truly believe, in
why they were brought down into this world. In addition, they
must certainly believe in Olam Haba. A lip-service belief won’t
suffice to appreciate what | am about to say. Lip service, for this
conversation, is defined as any belief which won’t create the effect
that the belief is expected to create.

Believing in Olam Haba, for example, should give us the serenity
that comes from appreciating how temporary this world is and
that the suffering, or the pleasure we receive, only fills a miniscule
portion of our Neshama’s timeline. If they did, they would
appreciate that their terrible suffering is nothing more than
an inconvenience. While this is exceedingly difficult, we should
completely believe this when speaking in a vacuum.That first step
will make it easier to believe it when we live our daily lives.

3) Still, we deserve the answer to the question, “Why me?”. The
answer is that our individual, even unique, “package” isn’t only
about Hashem randomly throwing the dice with each person’s
life. It has a greater purpose. Everyone has an individual mission
in this world.

Our Tzaros give us our mission. My son's passing gave me a
window into other people’s lives that | would not have had, even
if | would be great at giving advice. | would never ask for this “job
description” but, given to me, | will incorporate it into my list of
skills and, therefore, it becomes a part of my mission.

Why are some people given easier life missions and others the
more challenging ones? This is an understandable question and,
with the answer, it would make people’s suffering easier to accept.

Sadly, | can’t explain why each individual was chosen. | can only
give a general explanation.

Imagine ten people were hired to drive a bus route. One person
gets the fun route where hundreds of nice people use that route.
Another person gets the long route with few, cantankerous
people riding his bus. Someone has to do each route and some
people have to be given the preferred route while others get a
frustrating one. It’s just a reality. Someone is needed to comfort
those that suffer and his life had to prepare him to be that person.

But, Hashem, in His kindness, builds into the DNA of those who
receive the frustrating mission sufficient resources to succeed in
his mission. if he would be aware that he has them, then he would
access them. They most certainly include resilience, role model
qualities, and a sense of humor or similar trait to allow them to
graciously accept their difficult life.

Instead of knowing, “Why me?”, they only need to know that
their limitations are the mission itself. It may be to demonstrate
to others how to accept, and then to teach others, what to do
when one’s life is limited. No one can deny that this is sorely
needed in this world.Your message wouldn’t only help medically
challenged people but it will guide the |5-year-old who hates
homework and the wife of a person who just lost his third job.

4) Finally, and sorry for mentioning something you may have
heard too many times, the quality of each person’s life is more
dependent on their perspective than with the actual quality of
their lives. In addition to our Chachamim stating this multiple
times, countless hours of research have been done on this subject.
Many of those research studies were done by people who have
suffered themselves. Anyone can wake up each morning excited
about the day, even if it is understandably more difficult for some.
It should never be said that it is beyond anyone’s grasp.

| have a theory why many people don’t attempt this every morning.
| believe that some people believe, even if only subconsciously,
that if they woke up too upbeat, no one would realize how
much they suffer and that knowledge would be comforting to
them. | would like to suggest that while there is great comfort
in reminding others by our words and or behaviors what we are
going through, the advantages don’t exceed the disadvantages of
waking up every morning with gusto and dignity.

What | described in this article is perspective. There are so
many skills required to master this challenge. | will leave readers
with one skill. The more people tell others of their suffering
the less they will receive empathy. The less they discuss it the
more they will. And, don’t worry, while they will never be able
to appreciate the scope of the suffering, they will realize that
it's beyond their scope more by the lack of reminders than by
reminding. In addition, people have more empathy for those who
carry themselves with dignity than they do for those who seem,
even if it's not the case, to be martyrs.

May Hashem ease the pain of everyone in Klal Yisroel.
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT’L

A Study of Shabbos #31
Shavuous - A Different "Look” at Life and Death
By David Gurwitz

I would like to focus on several aspects of what
happened, some 3300 years ago, at Mount Sinai, as
we prepare for Shavuos - Matan Torah - the gift of
Torah. All revolve around “seeing” life and death in
a different way.

First, we said the following last week: Chazal tell us
that on Shavuos, our souls flew out of our bodies
from hearing the first two commandments, and we
came back to life and heard the rest of the Aseres
Hadibros. We literally died. In Sefer Tehillim,
kappitel 19, Dovid Hamelech, whose yahrtzeit is
Shavuos, says, “Toras Hashem temimah meshivas
nafesh - The Torah of Hashem is complete and
restores the soul.” Learning Torah restores the soul.
Receiving the Torah on Shavuos was also a soul-
restoring experience.

Second, regarding this Omer period of preparation,
Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l in Lev. 23:20
points out that “the calendar date of Shavuot
specifically does NOT correspond directly to the day
we received the Torah (which, according to the
Talmud, was on the seventh of Sivan), but to the
end of seven weekly cycles of spiritual growth
evolving from our heightened sense of moral
freedom (Passover). It is not some ceremony of
commemoration that we celebrate, but an
opportunity to grow ever-more deserving of and
committed to Torah.”

As Rabbi Yisrael Salanter zt/ says, changing a
character trait - midah - begematria 49 - is harder
than learning the whole Torah. In essence, one
needs to let an old part of oneself die and replace it
with a better version - constantly.

Third, many of us don't sleep on the night of
Shavuos. Why? I know many early risers — I am one.
ALL overslept? Chazal tell us that we all overslept
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the next day, awaiting matan Torah. How is that
possible?

Reb Chaim Yaakov Safran, the Komarna Rebbe, in
the Hakdama to the Chumash Heichal HaBracha,
adds to our understanding of what happened that
night:

“The Rambam says that there are many levels of
nevuah - prophecy. Typically, it is an out of body
experience where the Navi’s neshama reaches such
a high level that it leaves his body, which remains
in a trance, while the neshama receives the nevuah.
The Rambam calls this sheina - sleep. In order to
prepare to hear Hashem’s words at Har Sinai, the
Bnei Yisrael brought themselves to this state of
sheina. On the other hand, Moshe Rabbeinu, who
had purified his soul and body to a state of
perfection, was the only Navi in history that was able
to receive nevuah in a perfectly conscious state. This
is called ‘Aspaklariya HaMeira’. This explains the
Midrash. Bnei Yisrael went to 'sleep’ or 'sheina’ to
enable themselves to hear Hashem’s words. Until,
that is, Moshe Rabbeinu woke them up. He brought
them up to his level of Aspaklariya HaMeira in order
for the Torah to be given to humans and not angels.
At Har Sinai we heard, for the only time in history,
Hashem speak while we were fully conscious. "

Now we see another connection to King Dovid -
sleep and Torah. He died on Shavuos. Sleep is
considered like a bit of death in this world. Before
Dovid died, he never fell into a deep sleep.
Therefore, on his yahrtzeit, we try to avoid this
'taste of death' by staying up all night. The Talmud
tells us that sleep is 1/60th part of death. One part
in 60 is considered the basic threshold of perception.
In a similar way, Shabbos is a 'taste' of the World-
to-Come. The Talmud also tells us, in Shabbos, that
malach hamaves - the angel of death - came to King
David to try and take his life. But he was immersed

OO



in learning Torah and Torah is the essence of the
life-force in this world.

The only way that the angel of death could take King
David's life from him was through distracting King
David from his learning, and he was able to take his
life from him. So on this night of Shavuos - the
anniversary of the giving of the Torah AND the end
of King David's life - we stay awake all night and
immerse ourselves in Torah study.

Fourth, Sefer Shemos 20:15 says: "the entire
people saw the thunder - voices - and the flames,
the sound of the shofar, and the smoking mountain;
the people saw, they trembled and stood from afar.”
The words "they stood from afar" in Hebrew are
"vayamdu mai‘rachok". The word for “voices” in
Hebrew is "Hakolos".

The Chidushei Harim, the grandfather of the Sfas
Emes, explains why it is called Matan Torah, and not
kabbalas haTorah, receiving of Torah: "Giving Torah
took place only once, at Sinai, whereas the receiving
of Torah takes place every single day." Of course,
this raises a question that we should consider -
daily: what takes place constantly, every day and all
day, inside of us, that can really connect us to that
event where Hashem revealed Himself at har Sinai?

We hear voices all day. Some are internal, and some
are external. Too much media stimuli - external -
limit our ability to hear our internal voices. Many
people tend NOT to be good listeners, whether to
external or internal voices.

We should reconsider this state of affairs, perhaps
by looking deeply at the structure of "kol.” Letters
are called osios, also meaning signs. They teach us
endless things. The word kol is made up of a kuf, a
vav, and a lamud. These are the lowest letter in the
aleph beis - kuf - the connector letter - vav - and
the highest letter - /lamud. Our voice comes from
our deepest part and extends to the highest point.
Kuf to lamud. We need to find our voice, as well as
the voice of others.

Kol sound like the word Col - meaning all. A voice
contains many sub voices, many undertones. How
we train ourselves to hear them is an art, and
requires practice. The Torah tells us that the voice,
the kol of the shofar at har Sinai, kept getting
louder, which is impossible from a human source.

Let’s try and learn from these words how to increase
our capacity for seeing. "Hakolos” — the voices - is
begematria 541, the same value as that of the word
Yisraell We saw hakolos - we saw ourselves! The
Torah is a reflecting device - the deeper you look
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into it, the deeper you can find yourself. "Vayamdu”
- and they stood is begematria 136, which is the
same value as that of "ko/"! "Vayamdu mai’rachok"
- They stood from afar, which is begematria 490 -
the same as the word matan!

That is how we reflect the matanah, the gift - we
must stand back, afar, FAR, from other influences!
Not only did we see the sounds, and not only did we
see ourselves reflected in those sounds, as a people
- but all our souls were there, our sages tell us, and
they all went up to the Kisei Hacovod, when our
souls left our bodies when Moshe Rabbeinu spoke
the first two commandments!

Our job today is to reflect the DAILY receiving of
Torah, which we must take from this one time giving
called Shavuous. Again, the value of "they stood
from afar" equals the value of matan. Therefore, we
must learn to NOT be distant from our voices and
hakolos - begematria Yisrael - ourselves. Most
important, we must remember where each voice
comes from - Hashem, and matan Torah.

We must stand afar - 490 - ten times the 49 day
Omer count, the full expression of that 49 day
journey - from many things in this life to be able to
stand, before our creator, when we pray, when we
learn, when we take the Matan daily, and turn it into
a kabbalah, a receiving. It requires work, patience,
and something even harder - listening by seeing.

Rabbi Akiva Tatz beautifully explains “seeing the
sounds” as follows: In this world, we can't really
see, but only hear, which means putting pieces of
information together. Thus, we cover our eyes for
the recital of Shema, which means to hear. In the
World to Come, after we die physically, we will be in
the world of emes, we can only see, and we can't
put things together anymore. Therefore, at Har
Sinai, Hashem, in effect, combined both abilities of
seeing and hearing by bringing all of Shomayim
down to the mountain. Therefore, since we shared
the chushim, or senses, of this world and the next,
of hearing and seeing, we were able to see the
sounds.

The way to "stand afar" (equalling matan) and
complete the Omer growth period is to allow the
voice to do what it did then - keep growing inside
us.

Chag Sameach.

David
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If your brother becomes impoverished and sells part of his ancestral
inheritance... if a man will have no redeemer, but his means suffice and
he acquires enough for his redemption. (25:25,26)

An ancestral field should not be sold. It is supposed to remain
within the family. If it must be sold in order to generate badly needed
funds, it may be sold only for the number of crops it will yield until Yovel,
the upcoming Jubilee year, when it reverts back to its original owner. If
the owner does not have the necessary funds to redeem his field before
the Jubilee year, the responsibility falls on his relatives to help him out. If
he has no “redeemer,” relative, to assist in extricating him from his bind,
the field remains with the purchaser until Yovel. In his commentary to
the pasuk, Rashi asks the obvious question: “Is there a Jew who has no
relatives at all? This refers to relatives who are themselves also in a poor
financial state, and, thus, unable to help out. So, the seller has to do it
himself.

The Piltzer Rebbe, zI, the Sifsei Tzaddik, wonders why the Torah
writes, “If a man will have no redeemers,” and follows up with, “And he
acquires enough for his redemption.” This is similar to saying, “If he
cannot do it on his own, so, he will have to come up with a way to do it
on his own.” Why did the Torah not simply say: “If he will have sufficient
funds to redeem his friend?” Why must we be informed that he was
short on funding, and then he came up with the money? Just say that he
was able to somehow provide the funds. Apparently, the Torah wants us
to know that this man who today has the money to redeem his field,
was the other day up against the proverbial wall, with no funds and no
hope of obtaining support. Then, apparently something happened. That
“something” was Hashem.

He quotes his grandfather, the saintly Chidushei HaRim, zl,
who teaches that, “In every darkness, there exists a light that is ready
and waiting to be revealed.” Hashem will never give a person a
test/darkness from which he cannot prevail. If Hashem determines that
this person cannot triumph over the challenge, then he will not be
challenged. We find that Chananyah, Mishael and Azaryah walked into a
fiery cauldron rather than bow down to an idolatrous image. Chazal
teach (Kesubos 33b) that had these three been forced to endure
corporeal punishment, they would have been unable to withstand the
pain and persecution, so that they would have capitulated to
Nevuchadnetzar’s demands. This shows that Hashem only subjects a
person to what he can physically (and emotionally) endure.

Every hester panim, concealment of the Divine Countenance,
exists for man to seek and discover the hidden light within the darkness.
The well-known cliché, “Behind every dark cloud there is an ever-shining
sun,” aptly applies here. It appears bleak — he has no money — how will
he make it? Trust in Hashem, and you will find the means. To write
simply that he had the means diminishes the message. He did not have
the means, but he persevered and prevailed, because Hashem always
provides the solution/light before He envelops us in darkness.

The Chasam Sofer writes: “When a person senses that he is up
against an overwhelming, impenetrable, hopeless situation, and he
despairs of all human assistance — (he realises that his salvation is not
humanly achievable) then — he will merit Heavenly salvation. The
salvation was always available. His problem was that he looked and
relied on the wrong source. Hashem is our only Source of salvation.

ey AN oM
And let your brother live with you. (25:36)

The Talmud (Bava Metzia 62a) discusses the halachah of a
hypothetical case in which two men are stranded in the wilderness with
one serving of life-sustaining water between them. What do they do? If
both drink — both die; if one drinks, he will survive, but his friend will
not. Ben Peturah derives from the words, V’chai achicha imach; “Better
they should both perish than one should see his friend die, while he
survives. (Your brother shall live with you.) This was the accepted
opinion until Rabbi Akiva came and taught, “And your brother shall live
with you” — indicating that your life takes precedence over the life of the
other. The Chidushei HaRim, zl, posits that only someone of Rabbi
Akiva’s spiritual plateau, who was able to declare (Berachos 61b), “All
my days | was troubled by the pasuk, B’chol nafshecha; ‘with all your
soul,” meaning even if He takes your soul. When will the opportunity
come to my hands that | may fulfil this pasuk?” Rabbi Akiva made this
statement as he was martyred by the Romans. Indeed, he drew out his
suffering (so to speak), so that his soul would leave him as he recited the
word, Echad. Rabbi Akiva lived his life for the purpose of sanctifying and
glorifying Hashem’s Name. Only such a person has the right to demand
that Chayecha kodmin; your life takes precedence. A Jew who has lived
his life for the purpose of perpetuating his own pleasures, however, to
satisfy his own whims — what right does he have to say, Chaycha
kodmin?

The concept of living solely to sanctify Hashem’s Name, or, as
it was coined during the Holocaust, Kiddush HaChaim, was realised by
the holy Jews who made every effort to live amidst pain and
deprivation, so that they could serve Hashem and glorify His Name with
every last ounce of their being. | write about three distinguished
Rabbanim, the last three rabbinic leaders to survive the purges and
deportations from the Warsaw Ghetto: Horav Shimshon Stockhammer,
zl, Horav Menachem Ziemba, zl, Horav David Shapiro, zI.
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It was the summer of 1942, when the Jewish community of
Warsaw first learned of Hitler's extermination camps. Rav Yaakov
Rabinowitz, brother of the Munkatcher Rebbe, Horav Baruch, zi,
managed somehow to escape the Treblinka Camp and make his way
back to Warsaw. He shared with its leadership a tale of horror and
chaos. Although there were those few who did not believe their ears,
the Rabbanim of Warsaw urged all Jews to hide their children and to
seek every which way to get them out of the ghetto — especially their
daughters.

It did not take long for conditions in Warsaw to deteriorate.
Thousands of Jews were rounded up and deported to various
concentration camps. By early 1943, the three aforementioned
Rabbanim were all that remained of the rabbinic leadership of Warsaw.
On April 19, 1943, they were given a chance to escape, when the
Judenrat received a message from Warsaw’s Catholic Church stating that
if the three clergymen were to leave within twenty-four hours, the
church would guarantee their safe passage. They had one hour to
render their decision.

After a brief discussion, Rav Shapiro declared, “I am the
youngest of this group so my words are not binding on you. We know
that we are unable to help our people. While we cannot save them, our
presence among them gives them courage and strengthens their hopes.
This is the only encouragement we can give these remaining Jews.”

Rav Menachem Ziemba was the group’s spokesman. He told
the church officials that they had no room for discussion: they were not
abandoning their brothers and sisters. A short while later, during the
Warsaw Ghetto uprising, Rav Menachem Ziemba died a martyr’s death.
Rav Stockhammer spent the next two years in different concentration
camps. He lived through terrible deprivation, but never stopped “living,”
because he knew that every moment of life was a Kiddush Hashem.
Right before Pesach of 1945, Rav Stockhammer decided that he would
not eat any chametz for all eight days of Pesach. This meant not eating
anything, because some form of chametz derivative or absorption was in
everything that they were “served.” He proclaimed, “I am aware of the
halachah (that under the circumstances he could and should eat); there
are, however, 2,500 Jews in this camp. At least one Jew among us should
refrain from eating chametz this year. | have decided to do so. | have
undertaken the responsibility with love and joy!”

For all eight days of Pesach, Rav Stockhammer lived like a
malach, Heavenly angel. He ate no food, subsisting only on a little water.
His efforts at sanctifying life were superhuman. Despite his weakened
state, he performed his daily slave labour as demanded by his cruel
taskmasters.

When the Germans saw that their end was near, they
evacuated their Jewish prisoners, forcing them to walk for days on long
death marches, cramming them by the hundreds onto trains heading
toward the west. A mere three days before the liberation, the train on
which Rav Stockhammer was forced to ride was attacked and struck by a
bomb. Rav Stockhammer suffered serious wounds, to which he
succumbed. Very little is known of this holy neshamah whose yahrzeit is
lyar 13. He lived his life b’kedushah, sanctifying every fibre of his being
in his service to Hashem. So many brothers and sisters perished under
the most inhumane conditions, many of whom did not reach kever
Yisrael. They were murdered because they were Jews, but they merited
to sanctify Hashem’s Name both in life and in death. We have a
collective moral obligation to perpetuate their memories by sanctifying
our own lives, b’Kiddush HaChaim.

BECHUKOSAI
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If you will follow My decrees. (26:3)

Rashi explains that this pasuk refers, not to mitzvah
performance, but rather, shetiheyu ameilim baTorah, that we engage in
intensive Torah study, with the intention that such study will lead to
mitzvah observance. Contrary to the mistaken notion that observance
and study are two distinct Jewish functions, mitzvah observance is
actually a function of Torah study — not its goal. An observant Jew’s life

revolves around Torah study which guides and defines his mitzvah
observance.

The Talmud (Shabbos 31a) teaches that when one arrives in
Olam Habba, the World-to-Come, he is asked, Kavaata ittim laTorah,
“Did you set aside specific times for Torah study?” It seems that studying
Torah is insufficient; the significance is placed on kvias ittim, setting
aside time. As long as one is learning, what difference does it make if it
is a kvius, a set time, or not? It is related in the name of Horav Ovadyah
Yosef, zI (Horav Yaakov Galinsky, zl, quotes the Sephardic Chief Rabbi
cited by Rav Michael Perets, Oros HaChumash), who explains the
following: We have a halachic principle regarding sfeikos, doubts: Kol
kevua k’'mechtza al mechtza dami; if something (a piece of meat) is
separated from a kavuah, fixed place, it is treated as mechtza 50/50,
even if the permitted (meat) is in the majority. For example, if one finds
a piece of meat and most stores are kosher — the meat is considered
kosher. If one takes the meat from a store, however, and it is unknown
from which store it came, then it is a 50/50 doubt — even if the majority
is kosher. [Horav Akiva Eiger, zI, explains that in the case of kavua, the
reality was once established. Thus, in principle, a specific halachah is
assigned to this case. The doubt is: What is that halachah? In such a
case, we do not invoke the rules of majority, and every doubt is treated
as an equal doubt. In the case of found meat (ko/ d’parish), the reality
has never been established, because this meat never before stood out
from the rest of the meat. [From the instance that we encounter it — we
are in doubt, unlike kavua, in which the doubt concerns the stores,
which are a reality.]

One who is kovea/kavua, fixes his time for learning, even for
one or two hours daily, transforms that fixed time as if it were fifty
percent of the day, as if he is spending twelve hours a day learning!

Horav Michael Perets explains that when one is kovea ittim,
his entire day revolves around that set hour or two in which he learns.
He makes sure to push off appointments, meetings and trips, because
he does not want to infringe on his kvius. The result is that his entire day
is filled with Torah. Such a person deserves that his reward for limud
haTorah should at least be for fifty percent of his day. The attitude that
we demonstrate towards an activity will define what that endeavour
means to us. When one establishes a kvius, he makes a statement: my
learning is a reality which | value. Everything revolves around it. A similar
idea might apply to davening/shul attendance. One who attends a
minyan at a specific time should arrive sufficiently early prior to
davening, so that he can daven in sync with the chazzan/tzibbur.
Running in right before Borchu and leaving after Kedushah is a telling
affirmation of his davening values. The only saving grace for such an
individual is that he probably manifests the same attitude with regard to
everything else that he does.

It goes without saying that an observant Jew knows and
understands the centrality of Torah in his life. The meaning of
“centrality,” however, regrettably changes with each generation. The
following story underscores this idea. Horav Aharon Kotler, zl, once told
a businessman who had a night seder chavrusa, Torah study partner at
night, that he should have a morning session — because one hour of
learning in the morning, when the mind is fresh, is worth two at night.
The following incident demonstrates how distant our present definition
of early morning Torah study has changed.

When Horav Chaim Soloveitchik, Brisker, zI, was first married,
he could not acquire his own set of Arba Minim, Four Species. He would
use those of his grandfather-in-law, the Netziv, zI. The custom was that
the tzibbur, congregation, did not begin the recitation of Hallel until Rav
Chaim had bentched Esrog, made the blessing over the Lulav and Esrog.
One year when it came time to recite Hallel, the congregation looked
around and noticed that Rav Chaim was not there. When the Netziv
noticed Rav Chaim’s absence, he instructed the congregation not to wait
any longer, but to begin Hallel. A few minutes later, Rav Chaim appeared
and the Netziv hurried over to enable him to make the brachah on his
Arba Minim. Surprisingly, Rav Chaim demurred, saying that he would
soon explain his behaviour. When the prayers were concluded, the
Netziv asked Rav Chaim for an explanation. His actions clearly required
some sort of clarification.
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Rav Chaim explained that this year a shailah, halachic
question, had arisen with regard to the Netziv’s Lulav and Esrog which
precluded Rav Chaim from making a brachah. He added, “This question
applies only to me — not to anyone else.” The Netziv did not agree,
“Surely, if a shailah exists concerning the validity of the Esrog, it applies
equally to me as it does to you.” Rav Chaim explained why it did not:
“This year is the eighth year of the Shemittah—Yovel cycle, and your
Esrog came from Eretz Yisrael. Veritably, it comes from a non-lew, but,
since it was harvested during the seventh/Shemittah year, | am
machmir, especially stringent, concerning myself. “If this is so,” said the
Netziv, “it is a shailah for me as well.”

The next day, the second day of Yom Tov, at four in the
morning, Rav Chaim was awakened by a knock on his door. He quickly
ran to answer. It was the Netziv’s shamash, attendant, who had been
sent by the Netziv to summon Rav Chaim. Rav Chaim was disturbed.
What could be so important that he had to be called so early in the
morning? He quickly dressed and ran over to his grandfather-in-law’s
home. As he walked in the door, the Netziv happily called out, “I have
wonderful news for you!” Rav Chaim heard this as he walked into the
Netziv’s study, to be welcomed by the Netziv whose head was buried in
the mound of sefarim that surrounded him, “You can make a brachah
today with no problem. Immediately after our discussion, | sat down to
study through and analyse all aspects of the question. | have been sitting
here since yesterday poring through all of the ‘data’ and sources, and |
have concluded, beyond any reasonable doubt, that there is no
question: you may recite the brachah!”

The Netziv did not allow Rav Chaim to digest his words before
he began elaborating on the shailah and his reasoning for permitting the
blessing. Rav Chaim politely interrupted him and asked him to stop.
Apparently, he ran over to the house without having first recited Bircas
HaTorah. Rav Chaim went to the side, and, as was his custom, he recited
the blessing with great kavanah, concentration/devotion, and fervour.
When he concluded his blessings, he turned to the Netziv who was
weeping. Rav Chaim was taken aback; why was his grandfather-in-law
weeping? “What is it?” he asked. “Why are you crying?” “How can | not
weep, when | see a young avreich, married scholar, like you, who, at four
in the morning, has not yet recited Bircas HaTorah? What will become of
the next generation (if its future leadership is still sleeping at four in the
morning)?

Rav Chaim was wont to relate this story to his son, the Brisker
Rav, Horav Yitzchak Zev, zl, with a caveat: “Everyone is aware of the
concept of yeridas hadoros, the subsequent descent of generations
(subsequent generations spiritually truncate in comparison with the
previous generation). But | will add to this: yeridas hadoros exists even
from one generation to the next. Point in reference, look at the huge gap
between the Netziv and myself. He could not fathom how | could
become a gadol, Torah giant, if on Yom Tov | was still sleeping at four
o’clock in the morning! It upset him so, that he began to weep profusely.
And we — what do we have to say for ourselves?”

And | add a postscript: What do we have to say for ourselves?

"7h WP M MPRwYn
The tenth one shall be holy to Hashem. (27:32)

According to halachah, the tenth animal to pass through the
pen is designated as maaser beheimah, tithe of animals, and becomes
holy — even if the owner does not actually verbalise the words, Kodesh
I’Hashem, “Holy to Hashem.” Nonetheless, the Torah demands that one
articulate the words. Horav Moshe Feinstein, zl, derives an important
lesson from here, which can — and should — be applied not only to
educating and raising our children, but, indeed, to all interpersonal
relationships. Even if something is already holy, its kedushah, sanctity,
must be maintained. If not — it will lose its sanctity. Likewise, although a
human being is born with an innate capacity for kedushah, it is not like
“money in the bank.” The parents cannot assume that their child will
automatically grow into a great, holy Torah giant without parental
educational input. We take so much for granted: good boy/girl; right
school; proper friends — what can go wrong? Sadly, “things happen,” and
the most perfect scenario can become a horror story without
supervision, guidance and vigilance.

The flipside is also true. A student might hail from a less-than-
desired background, be born without the greatest innate talents, or deal
with a host of issues, both personal and/or social, and still grow into a
great Torah scholar, a distinguished lay leader, a credit to his people and
to Hashem. It takes someone who cares, who gives of himself to reach
out and make a difference in a young boy or girl’s life. It might be
something as innocuous as a smile, a compliment, an acknowledgement
that he/she is relevant, doing a good job, is noticed and well-liked. That
can make the difference in a young person’s life trajectory.

Horav Isser Zalmen Meltzer, zI, maintained a profound sense of
gratitude toward Horav Reuven Zelig Bengis, zI. This was obvious at the
funeral cortege of the latter, when Rav Isser Zalmen, who at the time
was elderly and one of the generation’s pre-eminent gedolim, Torah
giants, walked the distance behind the coffin, weeping bitterly. It was
the Liflegos Reuven who had made the difference in Rav Isser Zalmen'’s
life.

The boy who would one day inspire and teach the Torah world
with is magnum opus, Even Ha’Ezel, entered the Volozhin Yeshivah in
total abject poverty. His clothes were tattered and no longer fit, and, as
a result, overwhelmed with shame, he had in his mind to take his bag
and return home. He had difficulty concentrating on his learning,
because he was so self-conscious about his appearance. The very next
day, Rav Reuven, who, at the time, was one of the yeshivah’s premier
students, approached him and related with great excitement that the
Netziv, zI, the Rosh Yeshivah of Volozhin, had the other day told the
older students that a young student by the name of Isser Zalmen had
stunned him with a brilliant explanation to a question that he had. Rav
Reuven did not stop with this one comment, but circled around from
group to group of students in the yeshivah, spreading the word
concerning this special young man that had just enrolled in Volozhin. It
was these insightful, warm complimentary words that gave Rav Isser
Zalmen the courage to ignore his clothes, forget about his abject
poverty, and focus entirely on his spiritual growth. It was Rav Reuven’s
thoughtfulness that turned what could have been a downward spiral
into upward growth, and the making of Rav Isser Zalmen — Rabban shel
Yisrael.

It is noteworthy to relate that in an attempt to demonstrate
the hasmadah, diligence, of Rav Isser Zalmen, Rav Reuven said that, one
day, in order to accommodate an event, it was necessary to empty the
bais hamedrash, study hall, of its chairs. The students who were moving
the chairs did not notice until later that when they moved Rav Isser
Zalmen's seat, they moved it with him sitting in it. He never realised that
they were moving — so engrossed was he in his learning.

Va’ani Tefillah

2% 17N . ol
Nasata lanu... Toras Chaim.
You have given us... a Torah life/a living Torah.

Referring to the Torah as a “living” Torah implies that: A) It is
not archaic, a relic of the past, long gone and forgotten epoch in Jewish
history. Its meaning for our generation is as vital and poignant today as it
was thousands of years ago when Hashem gave us the Torah through
Moshe Rabbeinu. The Torah is our unshakable foundation that has not
shifted with time. Its moral standards remain the same, rooted in
inviolate halachah as authored by its Divine Author — Hashem. The Torah
is a constant in a world of flux, a haven of stability in a society that is
utterly subjective and altered constantly based on the whims and
fancies of whomever is influential at the time; B) As Horav Shimon
Schwab, zI, explains, this description of the Torah as being alive conveys
the notion that it was not meant to be accepted by individuals; rather, it
was given to be taught by fathers and mothers to their children, by
rebbeim to their talmidim, to be learned and studied among Jews with
their friends. Torah is not stagnant. It is alive; it pulsates and resonates
with life. It requires people to engage in its study together with one
another, thus enhancing each other’s understanding. When | study with
my chavrusa, when he and | develop a deeper understanding of His
Torah, the Torah lives, strengthening peace between man and his fellow
man.
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26: 3,4 “mpna ox
mixn DXL, YN
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“If you will follow My decrees and observe My
commandments and perform them. Then I will
provide your rains in their time, and the land
will give its produce and the tree of the field
will give its fruit.” Why does the Posuk say,
“DNR DN'WYI — Nnwn Mixn X7 — instead of just
saying that if one follows the decrees of
Hashem, then he will perform the Mitzvos of
Hashem?

The word, “mwn” is a Loshon of
“noxn” — looking forward to something, as the
Posuk in Bereishis 37:11 says, “nx mw raxi
12T — “And his father (Yosef's father, Yaakov
Avinu) yearned for the day when the words of
Yosef would come true.” One should not say
that he cannot wait until a Mitzvah comes his
way so that he can perform it and receive
reward for it, rather he should wait for the
time that he can perform the Mitzvah in order
to be able to do it — for the sake of Hashem, for
that is the Rotzon Hashem. There was a story
with a king who needed twenty specific vessels
made out of gold. He hired two professional
craftsmen to build these vessels, each one was
to build ten vessels. He gave them each pieces
of paper which had the plans on them for how
the vessels were to be made, and he told them
that would they would receive five hundred
gold coins upon completion within six months
time. At the six-month mark, both craftsmen
returned to the king with the vessels they had
crafted. The first one came to the king
wearing a jacket which had it on the plans
with which to build the ten vessels. The king
inspected them and was very satisfied. He
gave the craftsman five hundred gold coins,
and then gave him an additional thousand
gold coins as a gift. The next craftsman came
in, wearing a jacket that had a picture of five
hundred gold coins.
vessels to the king. The king was satisfied
with the vessels, paid him the five hundred
gold coins and had him escorted out of the
The servants of the king asked him
why the first craftsman received an additional

He too presented his

palace.

thousand gold coins, but the second one did
not. The king explained that the first
craftsman had a jacket with the plans for the
He was demonstrating that his
focus was on the performance of making the
vessels, as that was the king’s will. However,

ten vessels.

the second craftsman, by having five hundred
gold coins drawn on his jacket, was showing
that his focus was on the money he was going
to receive. He put it on his jacket so that the
king would remember to pay him. So, while
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Yearning for Mitzvos

they both did what they were supposed to, the
first one did so for the sake of the king, and
thus received an additional gift, while the
second one did it solely for the payment. So
too with one’s Avodas Hashem. Yes, it is true,
that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will give reward to
those who perform the Mitzvos of the Torah,
even if they do so solely for the reward.
However, the one who does so for the sake of
fulfilling the Rotzon Hashem, in addition to
him receiving the reward and pleasure of
fulfilling the Rotzon Hashem, he will also
receive more reward. ('n qoI Tiv)

If one will completely connect
himself to the Torah, so that even when he is
on the way travelling, his thoughts are on the
Torah, then he will be Mekadesh the base part
of himself, and he will be able to control his
desires, and serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu
properly. Regarding eating and drinking, his
desire will crop up only on Shabbos and Yom
Tov, days that it is a Mitzvah to eat and drink,
but during the week, he will not be overcome
with desire to indulge in food and drink. The
same is true in regards to all the desires of a
person. If one will accustom himself to always
ask when Mitzvos will come his way, for he has
a true desire to fulfill them, then even if those
Mitzvos do not come his way, and he is not
Zoche to actually fulfill those Mitzvos,
Hakodosh Boruch Hu connects those positive
thoughts to actions, and it is as if he was
actually Mekayeim those Mitzvos. Although
there are numerous Mitzvos which one does
not have the ability to perform them, the way
to be Mekayeim all the Taryag Mitzvos is this
way — in where he wants to perform them, and
then it is considered as if he did. “'mnpna ox
D7n” — We don’t need to say that one should
not have his mind leave the Torah when he is

«

sitting in his house, but even when he is
travelling and, on the way, somewhere, his
thoughts should be in Divrei Torah. “'mnixn nxi
Nnun” — The Loshon of nnwn is a Loshon of
“noxn” — looking forward to something, as the
Posuk in Bereishis 37:11 says, “nx 2nw raxi
127" — “And his father (Yosef's father, Yaakov
Avinu) yearned for day when the words of
Yosef would come true.” One must always look
forward and await the opportunity of Mitzvos
to come his way for him to be able to Mekayeim
them. If one does this, then, “onx onwyr” —
Hakodosh Boruch Hu will consider it as if he
actually performed those Mitzvos. The reward
for one who keeps the words of Torah in his
thoughts even while travelling, and one who
always looks forward in anticipation to
perform Mitzvos, is “Ddmwa mna” then he will
receive his Gashmiyos, “bnya” — in the right
time — meaning that he will only have physical
desires for matters of Gashmiyos at the correct

times, such as eating and drinking on Shabbos
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and Yom Tov, so that everything he does will
further his Avodas Hashem, and keep him far
away from sin. (In'sx MTN)

Bereishis 6:9 “w'x n1 m nitn ax
M1 AN omn Y’ — Iyov 42:3 “antTpn m
NI "7 DMwn D nnn 0w’ — “Whoever came
before Me, I can reward him, for everything
Chazal tell us
that a Bas Kol is going to hover over the top of
the mountaintops and say, “Who had a Bris
Milah that I did not give them a son? Who
made Tzitzis that I did not give them the
article with which to put the Tzitzis on? In
other words, without Hakodosh Boruch Hu
giving everyone everything what they have,

under the heavens in Mine.”

they would not be able to perform any Mitzvos.
One can perform the Mitzvah of Bris Milah for
Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave him a son, and one
can perform the Mitzvah of Tzitzis because
Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave him clothing.
Therefore, one is not entitled to any reward,
for Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the main part in
the person performing the Mitzvah. However,
the Meforshim explain that those who perform
Mitzvos with pwni nirar— alacrity and desire,
are not part of "mrpn m, for being that they
are showing their intense desire to perform the
Mitzvos, they are entitled to reward for their
alacrity and desire. A Siman to this is, “ |'t7
nixn? I’ — “Those who perform the
Mitzvos with alacrity — they come before the
Mitzvah.,” Xrnhan X"™nn 1120 says that the
last letters of the words, “pr1¥ wix n1” spell,
“pun” — “desire.” “n1 NIt n7X” — These are
the Toldos of Noach — these are the Ma’asim
Tovim of Noach, which made him into an w'x
1y, If one will ask, but why did his Ma’asim
Tovim make him into a Tzaddik, when we
know the concept of, “‘m 1N M?” “prx wx N1’
— the last letters of these words spell, “pun” —
that because Noach had a great desire to serve
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, it is considered that he
came “before the Mitzvos” and was therefore
entitled to reward. (omiTy 7n)

<

The Loshon of “nnwn” is a Loshon of
nox — of waiting anxiously. The Torah is
telling us how we can be entitled to reward for
our actions. Even though we may not be able
to do the Mitzvah yet, we must wait with great
anticipation and yearn to do it. If we yearn for
it, then Hakodosh Boruch Hu will give us the
reward as if we did it on our own without any
help, and then we will be Zoche to much
reward for it. Those who perform Mitzvos with

PwnI nitT— alacrity and desire, are not part
of '"m17n m, for being that they are showing
their intense desire to perform the Mitzvos,
they are entitled to reward for their alacrity
and desire.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu with great Zrizus and
Cheshek.

May we be Zoche to serve
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Parshas Behar-Bechukosai —
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Now You Kyow!

Parshas Bechukosai begins by saying
that if we study the Torah and keep fit,
we will enjoy a fantastic life. In addition
to financial blessings, we will be granted
peace and dwell securely in our land.
But then the Torah says something
strange:

“You will chase your enemies and they
will fall before you to the sword.” If we
are at peace, why do we have enemies?
If we have no swords in our land, how
will they fall before us?

The meforshim offer a plethora of
insights and we must understand that
this is not merely a time of peace and
diplomatic relations, nor a time of
successful warfare.
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Rather, the promise here is that we will
have nothing to fear from anyone as we
will dwell securely in our land. The
enemies we speak of are the enemies of
Hashem, those who hate us and what
we stand for.

They will fall not by our hand, but by the
hands of their fellow gentiles. These
brothers-in-arms  will  destroy each
other. And in what merit?

That we dwell in peace together. When
Klal Yisrael is united, the nations fear us
even if we don't leave our borders. They
fall over each other fleeing from our
righteousness. However, if we are
divided within, and consider other Jews
our enemies, then this bracha cannot
come to fruition, as we obviously have

not come to a clear enough
understanding of the Torah.
Thought of the week:

Don't try to be better than
others. Strive to be better
than yourself.

RAMAPOSE

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

e WODPIN'TIIN I TN INDINNDY NN YN INONDY
“And a man shall not wrong his fellow and you shall be fearful of your G-d, for | am
Hashem, your G-d.” (vayikra 21:5)
This verse, say Chazal, refers to Ona’as Devarim, words that are harmful, mean, or give
bad advice. In fact, this type of harming another is more insidious than hurting someone
financially, as shame can outlast the effects of monetary wrongdoing. Additionally, one may
appear to others to be giving sincere advice, and it may be harder to identify the misdeed.

This is why the Torah says, “and you shall fear G-d,” for though others may not recognize
what you’re doing to another, Hashem is fully aware of your motives. Perhaps this is also
why the posuk seems to reiterate Hashem’s presence, by identifying Who your G-d is — the
One who is, was, and always will be; the One before Whom all is known.

It is curious, though, that this posuk begins with the letter vov, which is usually a
conjunction. Most of the time, a posuk beginning that way is a continuation of the previous
topic, such as two sins that are intertwined or two that have some sort of causative
relationship. However, the previous verse discusses being equitable in that since a
person’s land goes back to the original owner at the Yovel, the buyer of said property pays
a price based on the number of crops.

Since there is no opportunity to take advantage of someone in that scenario, as the prices
are set and well-known, what sort of connection could there be to the next topic, that of
causing someone harm? The answer is shocking in that it reveals a side of human nature
most of us would like to pretend didn’t exist.

Though in the case of the land there is no way to take advantage of people, some people
have an urgent need to have the upper hand. If they can’t “win” by making a killing on a
sale, they will find some other way to feel superior. Either they will speak down to the other
party, demean them, or trick them by giving them bad advice.

Therefore, this posuk says, “Do not harm your fellow in ANY way, even one that does not
involve money. Why? Because you shall fear your G-d, for | am Hashem your G-d.” This
awareness of Hashem is crucial for Mankind in order to act properly.

One who seeks to best another, believes that his success is his own. His perceived
superiority is a testament to his own power and greatness. But this is a mistake. One who
thinks this way must begin to see G-d for Who He is, the One who makes everything
happen. We must abide by the rules, and one should not try to sidestep them in order to
stroke his own ego. He should instead focus on Hashem, and not seek to cause harm or
denigration of any sort, even if he [thinks he] is the only one who knows about it.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From: A Charedi woman came to ask R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlit'a a
shailah about her father who had just died the day before. She said that her father was not
religious, and he had written in his will that he wished to be cremated. She wished to know
what to do, since Chazal say that it is a mitzvah to fulfill the wishes of the deceased.

R’ Chaim shocked those who were present, answering that they could allow him to be
cremated as he had written. When the woman and her family left, R° Chaim was asked to
explain his Psak. R’ Chaim replied that one who wished to be cremated has thereby denied
Techias HaMeisim, has no portion in Olam HaBa, and is deemed to be a non-Jew.

“But the woman asking is Charedi!” R’ Chaim said, “Yes, because her mother is
presumably a Jew. But her father is not, and therefore, there is no reason not to do as he
asked”. [How careful we must be to keep Hashem’s will within our focus!] h/t R. Leibi Sternberg
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Rabbi Daniel David Dahan, Sofer Stam

Tel: 646 387 5683, Email: Sofers il.c
Checking, writing, and sale of Sefer Torah, Tefillins,
Mezuzot, and Megillot.  ® SAME DAY SERVICE &

HIPPO CLOSETS

Free Estimates

347.760.3600
HippoClosets@gmail.com

Contact us for your dream
custom closet

ROCKLAND TRANSFERS
CAR SERVICE

5Y681‘8

OF SERVING THE COMMUNITY

> WILLS & TRUSTS

> ELDER LAW

> PROBATE

> TRUST ADMINISTRATION
> HALACHIC WILLS

© TAX PLANNING

© MEDICAID PLANNING

© ESTATE PLANNING

© SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
O ASSET PROTECTION

Emanuel Ha

GIBRALTAR ABSTRACT

\TITLE AGENCY

ARE YOU PURCHASING OR REFINANCING?
CALL US FOR A QUOTE!
845.362.3863 + ORDERTITLE@GIBRALTARNY.COM

Haas & Zaltz LLP

845.425.3900
INFO@HAASZALTZ.COM | WWW.HAASZALTZ.COM
365 ROUTE 59 | SUITE 231 | AIRMONT, NY 10952

Reserve Online
www.RocklandTransfers.com
Call / Text
(845) 288-8888

]

penden eﬁhﬁ;hop several compaies to find.
you the't e and the right price.

Allise Menglgsurance Serviges |

FREE AD SPACE

To inquire about placing your free ad here,
please email mitzvos@ramapost.com

ROSENBLUM
ARCHITECTURE

.

TODD ROSENBLUM @ rosenblumarchitecture.com
. 845.364.0337
0 914.522.6793
= todd@adaparch.com

9 200 East Eckerson Road
Suite 230 E
New City, NY 10956

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A

We Specialize in

: cnmarcial.lnbs
Free | =
Estimate

Call now at 201-742-3136

LENNY ROSENFIELD

J 845517.0300
B4 inspections613@gmail.com

] WWW.LRINSPECTIONS.COM

LR HOME INSPECTIONS NY State License # 1330185

Serving Rockland, Westchester, NYC 5 Boroughs

CHEVRA L'BITACHON

OF ROCKLAND COUNTY

Chevra L'Bitachon is a community security
organization which trains and manages
members of the community to become guards
for their own shuls and mosdos as well as
other security related resources.

booklngs@djkaej com

For more info, please contact us at info@clbrc.org
or call/whatsapp 845.704.1205

(add us to whatsapp to see our regular security related updates)

POMONA

ENTERPRISES CORP.
Custom Home Builders
845-354-0018

FIRST/H/CLASS

LEASING

' .

ONg

1“"4*'4 www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com
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MOSHE STAMM

LICENSED BROKER

SPECIALIZING IN GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE

Yomni

MANAGED HEALTH

p: 718.252.9555 ext. 2207
e: moshe@omnimh.com

w: www.omnimh.com

UNLIMITEDISRAEL

ON ISRAEL'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK
P: 845-371-9800

&&lllivan County Labs
Certified Environmental Testing

COMMON TESTS:

\

H\N

«Bactea 845-SAFE-H20

+ Metals PICKUPS AVAILABLE IN MONSEY I I _— l IE I I =" ' H
.;ﬁaﬁl& Organic Compounds WIGPANELAPE 12080 ANT) SURRDUNDING AREAS e — o " - =
+Petacides / Herbacides SECURITY & COMMUNICATONS

i www.sullivancountylabs.com

To inquire about placing your free ad here, please email mitzvos@ramapost.com
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