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Torah Wellsprings 1

Parshas Ki Seitzei

he parashah begins withmitzvah to destroy Amalek.
the halachos related to Once again, this is a war that
wars. We know that the Torah Wwe can't carry out today.
is eternal and applicable in
every generation. So howAccording to drush the war
should we read this pasuk iragainst Amalek signifies the
our generation, when wewar against heresy. It means to
don’t wage wars against thémplant emunahin our hearts.
gentile nations? The Torah states (25:18wx
T2 TP, Amalek taught that
Sefarimthat follow the path of things happen by chanceni
drushsay the first pasuk of theis from the wordmpe), by the
parashahymn 5y manoub xsn > rules of nature, or by “the
alludes to the war against thestrength of my hand,” etc. We

yetzer hara must destroy this notion and
acknowledge that everything is
Rebbe Bunim of Peshiscta’l from  Above. In our

teaches that in our generationgeneration, when we can't
the primary way to read theliterally destroy Amalek, we
pasukis following this drush, accomplish the mitzvah by
that the pasuk is discussingtrengthening our awareness
fighting a war against thethat everything is from
yetzer hara For  our Hashem. For our generation,
generation, this explanatiorthat is the simple @gsha) way
isn’t only drush it is pshat to understand the meaning of
the simplest way  of the Torah. Even if we aren’t
understanding the Torah. actually fighting a war against
Amalek, we are obligated to
At the end of theparashah eradicate the philosophy that
the Torah discusses the Amalek propagated.
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The Torah says (25:197mn  phenomena under the heaven,
owewn nnnm POy v n8, rather it was decreed and
“Remove Amalek’s memory planned in heaven above
from wunder the heaven..” (Tiferes Shmugl

Amalek wants people should,  giopan 3.66) it states,

think —everything happens,_! we nnnn oewm, "Destro
“under the heavens.” They, ’ y

: . them from under Hashem's
don’t want to believe matters " . .
) heavens." The Imrei Emez'|
were destined from Above

They  explain everything.explains’ we mu_st destroy the
rationally and worldly notion that things happen
claiming that phenomenmm’ "under_ the heavens,® z_;md

recognize that everything

Caused matiers (0 be a6 (e 2PPENS fom Heaven above.

: isn't because he did

are. .We . believe thatsomething, or because of the

everything s ’basherl by rules of nature. The origin of
Hashem’s plan. everything is from Above.

For example, people ask, Bitachon

“Why did my neighbor earn soThis week's  parashah
much money while | didn’'t?” discusses ribbis (23:21-22),
Amalek’s  explanation s the prohibition to lend or to
because he worked harder, doorrow money with interest.
because he made wise choiceShe Kli Yakar explains that
We say that it is because thigenerally, when a person is
was Hashem’s decree. It didn’involved in a business venture,
happen omyn nnnw, from there is a risk factor, which

1. It also states in this week’s parashah (23:11), mpn 0 i KXY D WK

oY, The pasuk is hinting to two aspects that make a person impure.
One is when he thinks matters happen by mapn, by chance. The second is
when one thinks life is 19"y, dark, bad, and they aren’t aware that everything
is for the good.
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forces him to rely on Hashem.income is set and certain. He's
He realizes he won't succeedot worried that he may lose
without Hashem’s help, so hethe money that he lent, since
places his trust in Him. Thishe took collateral. Therefore,
boost in bitachon is alending money with interest
significant added benefit thatprevents him from developing
one earns from almost everyitachon The borrower also
financial  pursuit. ~ Lending transgresses,  because  he

money for ribbis is an causes the lender to lose his
exception. People who earmyjtachon As it is known,
their livelihood this way don't those who lend money with

develop their emunah andippis are usually  stingy

bitachon, because this is apeople who don't give much
field that has almost no riSkS’tzedakah That's because they
the profits are foreseeable, and, . pitachon [because their

Oneddtoef”t fteeIcheh con?tr? rofession didn’t require them
need to turn to Hashem. Thig learn bitachor.

'S the reason the Torah forbidg o o theless it is permitted to

ribbis. It is a source of income ) .

: , lend money to gentiles with
that is not conducive for ribbis. This is because gentiles
acquiring bitachon ) ) e

g g are often thieves and difficult

The Kli Yakar writes, "The People to deal with. Even
reason for this prohibition isWhen the gentiles are subject
because it causes people ti the Jewish courts, they
cast away their trust inalways find ways to free
Hashem... By all other themselves from their
businesses, one raises his ey@bligations.  Even if a
to Hashem, because he isngollateral was given, you still
certain whether he'll earnaren’t confident that you'll get
money or whether he'll lose.your money back, or that you
However, when one lendswill be paid the ribbis.

money with interest, his Therefore, in these instances,
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the eyes of the lender areOn the first day that he owned
turned to Hashem to savdahe  property, he  sent
him..." lumberjacks to cut down some

A chassid told Reb Dovid [€€S: A few hours later they

Moshe of Tchortkowvzt’| about ¢3M€ running back to him, and

a business deal that came hig:ey ;OII? le that all the trees
way. "Rebbe, | will soon be Tr?y efe ]Yveretvery \(VC;rmty.d
rich. There’s a priest who € entire forest was inteste

owns a large and very with termites.

profitable forest, but he is t00«1he Rebbe was right after
old to take care of it. He is5 pe grieved. “l lost all

selling it at a very low price. my money on a worthless
All my friends and financial plot of land.”
advisors are telling me to grab
it. They call it ‘a deal of a He was embarrassed to face
lifetime.” his Rebbe, and to admit that
Then he spoke with the Rebbée foolishly didn’t listen to his
about some other matters. Atuach hakadosh After two
the end of the conversation thgears had passed, he decided,
Rebbe said, "And about the‘l lost my money, should |
forest, | don’t recommend you |ose my Rebbe as well?”
buy 1t He came to Tchortkov and
The man left the Rebbe'sgyig “Rebbe! | know I sinned.
room totally confused. He| ghouidnt have bought the

didn’t know what he should tqrest | should have listened
do. Everyone was telling him your ruach hakadosh
the deal was a windfall, he

could make millions. How The Rebbe replied, “It wasn't
could he throw away hisruach hakodesh When you
fortunes with his own hands?spoke to me about this
He decided to go ahead withbusiness opportunity, | noticed
his plans. that you didn't once say
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‘be’ezras Hashem’You were Going out to War

so certain you would make agap  Yitzchak Hutner zt'
lot of money; you didn’t think \yrites the following in a
you need to pray or to haveetter: "We have a bad habit
bitachon  But success iswhen we discuss the greatness
always solely with Hashem. Itof tzaddikim We begin at the
is impossible to succeedend; with the great levels they
without Hashem. When | sawreached. We skip the many
you took Hashem out of theyears they had great battles
equation, | advised you not towith their yetzer hara and
buy the forest. How could youwith their middos This lends
earn money, if you aren’tthe impression that they were
relying on Hashem’s help?” born tzaddikim.

2. A wealthy person was speaking with Reb Elia zt'l (student of the
Chofetz Chaim zt'l) about his immense wealth, and he was saying he
would never become poor. "Let's say my leather business doesn't do well,
| still have the lumberyard. And if my lumberyard doesn'’t prosper, | can still
earn money on my store..." He had so many sources for revenue; he felt
it was impossible he would ever have financial trouble.
"Don't say that," Reb Elia said. "Parnassah is a galgal hachozer be'olem,
like a turning wheel. Today one is rich, but there is no guarantee for the
future. The wheel of fortune can always change."
Reb Elia met this wealthy man years later. By that time, he had indeed
become a pauper.
"You were so right,” he told Reb Elia. "One of my sources of revenue was
a bridge. The bridge was sturdy, but there was a limit to how much it could
hold. Nicolai's army marched over it with cavalry and heavy equipment. The
bridge couldn’t hold the weight. It collapsed, people died in the river below,
and there was a great financial loss, too. | knew that | had to run away. |
went home, filled a bag with shtaros (money documents) and clandestinely
crossed the border. When | was settled, | looked at my bag of documents
and realized | took the wrong papers. What | took was totally worthless.
I've been poor ever since..."
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“For  example, everyoneThe wise understand that the
praises theshemiras halashontzaddik’s 'getting up' [and the
of the Chofetz Chaim, but wholevels he attained] arbecause
speaks about all of hishe fell seven times. | beg you,
struggles, ups and downs h&on’timagine the tzaddikim as
had until he reached this levelpeople who are at peace with
This is merely one example oftheir yetzer tov.. Realize that
thousands... The problem igvhen the yetzer haraburns
that when abachurhas strong inside you and you struggle to
desires to grow in avodas Overcome him these are the
Hashem and he is confrontedMOments you are most similar
with challenges, tests, and© thegedolim even more than
setbacks, he thinks he caf® moments when you are at

never reach those levels of€ace with thejetzer hara. .

He thinks the definition of Hashem is strewn with

someone going in the rightstruggles and battles. It isn't
path is someone who hasneant to be easy. And if we
peace from theyetzer hara. keep on trying, in the end we
He thinks that if he has will succeed.

challenges, there is no hope _
for him. But that is Someone complained to the

is 2 :
ridiculous... Know, my Tiferes Shlomozy’a that he_
has many ups and downs in

friend... you will definitely _
fall again. There will be his battle with theyetzer hara

battles that you will lose. But Why can’t | make a decision

| guarantee you that in the endto be good, and stick to it?
you will leave the battle The Tiferes Shlomo explained
wearing the crown of successto him that this is what the
The wisest of all men saigar battle against theyetzer hara
op px 5wy, 'a tzaddik falls is all about. Sometimes you
seven times and gets up.' ..win, sometimes the yetzer
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hara wins. The main thing is grow and become even better
to pick yourself up again and than before.

to continue the fight. In Shachari
He taught this lesson from the! Shacharswe say,yns nen

pasuk mmronb ssn 9, “when Thpnn uep wms %an, "They
you g(; out to war..» |t Stooped and fell, while we got

) u and were encouraged"
doesn’t state, prxs> s¥n o, p 9

"When you go out towin." (Tehilim ~20). The pasuk

The goal is to fight, and to nOtﬂOSe;r':etss?gatths\}ew%;jogutt f?\:le.
give up when you lose. ’

get up again. Because the goal
The Baal Shem Tovzy'a is not that we should never
taught Bamidbar 13:20) fall. Rather that we should get
onpinnm, make yourself strong up and try again.

and courageous when YOUr o chazon
serve Hashem.onmp™, get
encouragementia =, from

fruit. A fruit seed rots in the
ground, and then a tre
grows from it. Similarly,

whenever one falls from his
avodas Hashemhe can pick Rebbe Gedalyah Moshe of
himself up and potentially Zvhil zt'| asked someone why

Ishzt'l taught,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu loves
hischazkus  (when one
strengthens himself to do
ashem's will) even if it lasts
only for a moment.*

3. The Beis Ahron ztl writes, "One should rejoice immensely and

consider every deed that he does for avodas Hashem very precious.
He should decide in his heart that he won't sell it for all the money in the
world. Even one word, thought, or deed, even if it was only for a moment,
will never become lost, and will accomplish a lot for him, and perhaps for
all Yisrael. What can be a greater joy than this; that he accomplished the
purpose of his creation? He should do whatever he can, and seek to do
more and more, both small deeds and great ones. As the saying goes,
'whatever one grabs at a market sale, is worthwhile.™
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he wasn't going to listen to atzaar, distress, when he hears
certain mussar drashah The the ox chewing."

man replied, "Even if the ;o cpinch  (550) writes,
speech !nsp|r(?s me 1o do'The reason for the prohibition
teshuvahit won't last forllong. IS tzaar baalei chaimBecause
Soon after_w?rds, | will be it is known that animals are
myself again. very distressed when they are

The Rek’)bed told hlm:[ It together with animals of other
someone's drowning at s€a, . ies. It certainly bothers
and someone swims up to hi

d | ¢ Mhem to work together with
and says, © can save you or @ other species... (As we see
half hour, but then you will

fall into the sea again, wouldblrds flock together with their

species.) [Thus, it istzaar
he accept the offer? Of cour:s aalei chaimto have an ox
he would. So why shouldn’t work with a donkey.]
you also seek to deeshuvaR
Even if it only lasts for a short “The wise should learmussar
while, it is also worthwhile." from this and shouldn't
And there is always theappoint two people, with
possibility that this time hetotally different natures to

will maintain theteshuvah  work together. Similarly, if
two people are different in the

Compassion way they act; such as masha
It states in this week'swith a tzaddik, or a
parashah =w»m =wa wmnn 8> respectable man together with
mm, "Don’t plow with an ox a lowly person [they shouldn’t
and a donkey together'be asked to work together on
(22:10). The Daas Zekeinim a project]. If the Torah forbids
MiBaalei HaTosfos explains: working with animals of
“The reason for  this different species, certainly this
prohibition is because an oxwill cause even (greater
is m» noym, chews its cud, distress to people, because
and the donkey will have they have intelligence."
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In review, theDaas Zekeinim were traveling as you left
MiBaalei HaTosfossays that Mitzrayim, and because they
the donkey has distress wherhired Bilaam...to curse you."
it hears the ox chewing its

cud. TheChinuchsays animals The Sefer HaChinuch (561)

are distressed when they ar@Xplains, "The Torah teaches
forced to work with an animal that we should hate Amon and

of a different species. BothMoav in our hearts because
explanations teach usthey are so corrupt and cruel.
compassion, to be sensitive td "€y didn’t even offer bread
the needs of animals, and af"d water to a large travel
the more so. we should beveary nation, when they were
considerate and compassionaf@?SSing near  their - borders.

to the needs of human being< dditionally, — they — hired
Bilaam to curse them....

Amon and Moav chose to
behave in an abysmal, corrupt
manner, without concern that

o5 T m Smpa omd N NS, "An : ) :
A ) q Moabit other nations will discover
moni -and a vioabite maytheir bad nature and

not join the Jewish nation.|oliness... It is impossible

AISO, the _ tenth generqtlon,for them to repent, since their
don't  bring them  into o \ways are so ingrained.
[marriage  with] ~ Hashem'sgcpy people arentt fitting to

nation, forever.” join the holy Jewish nation."

The Torah says (23:4-5)%%
WY M D37 SIPD aNE MmN

The reason this prohibition ispnce again, we learn the
written eXpIICItIy in the paSUk importance of ha\/ing
D' 053 DonN TR 8O N T Sy compassion.

TOP oW WY DMIEMB DOPNYY T

P5p5.mpa 12 o3, "For they Reb Alter Samilovitzzt'l once
didn't welcome you with saw a young girl crying on the
bread and water when you curb. "What's the matter?"
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"My friend said my dressthe Stoliner chassidim. Once,
isn't pretty." Rebbe Asher Stolinerzy'a
requested, "Sing me one of

"Let me see," Reb Samilovitz your latest compositions.”

said, as he put on his glasses.
"Go home and tell your Reb Yaakov sang a song that
mother that | say you have ghe had recently composed, but
pretty dress." the Rebbe told him that he had
a different song in mind. Reb
The girl's face immediatelyyaakov sang another recent
brightened, and she ran homeong, but the Rebbe told him
to tell her mother. Rebthat this also wasn't the one
Samilovitz said to the personthat he wanted to hear. Reb
walking ~with  him, "The vyaakov  Tolichaner said,
Midrash says, 'Just as Hashemppparently, the Rebbe has a
removes tears from all facegarticular song in mind. Tell

(see Yeshayah25:8) so shall me which one you want to
you remove tears from all  hear and I will sing it."

faces.' | followed in Hashem's

ways, to remove the tears from' "€  Rebbe replied, “Last
a young girl's face night, at 3:00 a.m., you came

into the beis medresh and saw
Reb Yaakov of Tolichanz'l that it wasn't heated. So you
was a Stoliner chassid whowent out in the freezing snow
composed many nigunim forand cut wood for the furnace,

4. Once, after using the mikvah on Friday afternoon, Rebbe Aharon of

Belz zy'a asked his gabai to bring him cake and coffee. The gabai,
Reb Shalom Fogel z'l, was surprised, because the Belzer Rebbe ate very
little, and he never requested this before. When Reb Shalom brought it to
the Rebbe, the Rebbe said, "Bring them to So-and-So who is now in the
beis medresh. When | was in the mikvah, | overheard him say, 'After a hot
mikvah like this one, all that's missing is a cup of hot coffee with a piece
of cake,' and | want to grant him his wishes."
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so the talmidei chachamim»% wmn, “Whoever davens more

could learn Torah in comfort.[in Elul] it is his merit.” It will

As you worked, you sang.help him earn a better

That's the song | want to hearjudgment on Rosh Hashanah,
It's a beautiful song." the day of judgment.

Tefillos The Shaarei Teshuvah (581)

Shulchan Aruch(581) states, Writes, "I saw some rabbanim
mrbe b mmeesa opb oumy WHO o were  always - studying
Sy S8 s omnm, “Those halachah, but during Elul they

[who follow the Sephardic would stop a little bit from
minhagin} have the custom to their studies to sajachanunim
awaken early to sagelichos (prayers to Hashem).”

from Rosh Chodesh Elul untiiRepbe Pinchas of Koritzt!l

Yom Kippur.” (Imrei Pinchas 427) said,
Reb Shmuel Wosner zt| During Elul, it is permitted to

explains this custom has twgs@y Tehilim even in the

parts: (1) to awaken early (2)P€ginning of —the night”
to sayselichos Because although we aren’t

_ sayingselichosyet, we should
The Rema writesnsws M turn to Hashem withTehillim

> wy,  “This isn't the and other forms otefillah.

Ashkenazic custom.”
We should also seek to

Reb Wosnerzt'l explains we improve the standardefillos
don't have the custom to sawf Shacharis, Minchah, and
selichos (the entire Elul) but Maariv.
it is our custom to awakenA counsel to imorove those
early. That part of the custom___. N P
, tefillos is simply to come on
is for everyone. . : .
time and to remain until the
Elul is an ideal time for end. Reb Shlomo Zalman
tefillos. As the Tur (581) Auerbach wittily called woy
writes, ma ownn wpa5 gown 55 “Tefilas HaDerech” because
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people say it while walking The Shaar HaMelech (1:5)
out. Some leave even earlieteaches that this Gemara
They saym wwm “A wind hints to the forty days
carried me away” (imw> x3) between Rosh Chodesh Elul
and they are already outsidend Yom Kippur. One
the beis medresh. should pray these days, and
turn  the female rpidas

Similarly, some only enter they i and make it masculine
beis medresh when thi&ibur (midas harachamiin

IS saying oo N2 » (in Oz
Yashir), and they have to putThe Meiri (Chibur
on their talis and tefillin and HaTeshuvah teaches, "One
rush through theefillah. They should attempt to pray a lot
probably also skip some partsbefore Rosh Hashanah, so he
It is therefore strongly will come to Rosh Hashanah
recommended to come on with a pure heart."
time and to remain until the
end. You won’'t have to skip
or rush, and you can dave
with kavanah

Fishermen placed bait in a net.
H:ish took the bait, and were
captured inside. One fish said
to its friend, “We were such
The Trumas HaDeshen wouldools. We should have grabbed
say Baruch She'amar forthe food and quickly swim
almost an hour, each day imway.” The fish didn’'t know
Elul. that when it ate the bait, it was

already caught in the net.
The Gemara Hrachos 60.)

states, “Until [a pregnancy] The nimshalis, people rebuke
reaches its fortieth day, praythemselves throughout the
that the child be a boy.” After year for every foolish choice
forty days, the gender washey make. They don’t realize
determined in the womb, andhat when they made their
praying for a boy won't choice, it was already after the
change anything. decree. On Rosh Hashanah it
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was decided and determine®®ne night, the son said to
that they must make thosehis father, “Perhaps father,
mistakes and go through thosgou can speak with my
hardships. The time to savenelamed and ask him to be
yourself is before Rosh kinder to me?”
Hashanah, in the month of

Elul. Later in the year, he is The nimshalis, during Elul,
already within the trap.  Hashem reveals Himself as a

compassionate Father. Rosh

We can explain the importancéiashanah, the judgment is

of tefillah this month with the with the attribute of din,
following masha harsh justice. We pray in Elul
that Hashem’'s compassion
The melamdim of yesteryear should be expressed in Tishrei
were very strict with their as well.
students. Fathers (then and . . . _
now) are kind and This is hinted at in thepasuk

compassionate  with  their™P B3 W Jon mywn A, we

children. If amelamedvas too reauests, Hash_em’s attribute
strict with a student, the©f ~ compassion should
compassionate father wouldnfluence that also when it
ask themelamedto be kinder Wil ~be  Twn,  Hashem’s

with his son. attribute of harsh justice,
Hashem should answer us and
Once, there was a father who save us.

home-schooled his son.
During the daytime, when the
father played the role ofElul is also a time for making
melamed he was very stricta cheshbon hanefeshOne

and demanding of his son. Atshould think: What did | do
night, he acted with his sonthis year that is worth keeping
with a lot of compassion andup, and what needs

love, like a father. improvement?

Cheshbon HaNefesh
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But people are very busy, andbecome wild in their frenzy.
they don’t find time fortefillos He gave an even louder roar to
and for introspection. tease the lions. Suddenly, he

slipped. His life passed before
The shofar of Elul awakens UShis eyes as he fell down

to remember the importance Otowards the lions below. At

teshuvah and tefillah, and e |55t minute, he was able to
urges us t(_) make use of th'ﬁrab on to a bunch of grass
precious month. that grew on the pit's wall. His

The Shevet Mussar (27) givedifeé was saved —for the time

the following mashal (with P€ing. The lions jumped to
slight variations): reach him, but he was high

enough, and out of their reach.
Someone walking down theThe man shouted, “Does
street came across a deep pianyone hear me? Is there
He peered inside, and savanyone outside the pit? Come

three hungry lions, pacing and save me!”
back and forth, hungry and
angry. Suddenly, two weasels

appeared; a gray one and a
“Roar!” the man shouted downblack one. They were eating
at them. They roared back. Hehe clump of grass that he
took some dirt, and threw it atwas holding onto. He shouted
them and watched the lionsat the weasels: “Get away!

5. Many people are afraid of introspections, because they don’t want to
discover their faults. Therefore, they seek to always be busy, and never
to be alone with their thoughts.
One of the modern trends in traffic control is the traffic circle. Instead of
idling at a red light, traffic moves slowly around the traffic circle, each
vehicle turning off where it wants to go. Someone explained that this is
because people are afraid to just wait at a traffic light, without doing
anything, lest they have a moment for self-reflection. They therefore keep
moving, so they don't have a moment to think.
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Don’'t you realize that my currier for a lucrative business.
life is dependent on thisEvery day, before closing
clump of grass?” time, his boss would send him
_ , to the bank to deposit all the
The nimshalis, the new year money earned that day. The

is approaching and we don', gign't know that every day
know what the new year will a thief was following him,

bring. Hashem gave us Elul. Ifhoping to find a way to steal
we hold on to Elul firmly, we the package.

can be saved. But the
distractions and obligations ofThe thief thought, “How | can

life gnaw away at this life get the money? | can’t just

source. People have to workgrab it away or threaten him

they have other needs, anavith a gun because there are
there isn’t time left fortefillos always many people around.”

and introspection. We riskBut a thief never gives up; he
losing this most desirablecame up with a plan. On the
opportunity. We must shout atway to the bank the lad always
all our distractions, "Elul is passed a tailor shop.

my only hope! Don’t make me
lose Elul!”

The shofar in Elul proclaims,
“I know you're busy, you have
a lot to do. But don’t miss the
lifeline I'm handing you. Grab

So, the thief went to the tailor,
and said, “I work for a very

wealthy man. He asked me to
order a suit for him.”

“How can | make him a suit if

on to Elul. Say somdebhillim, he isn’t herg to measure him?”
“‘My boss is very busy. He

take the time to reflect on your : _
doesn’t have time to come. He

life to see what you need to do ked find h
to improve.” asked me to find someone who

has a similar build, and to
The Dubna Magidzy'atold the measure that person.”

followi hai
oflowing mas “What will he do if it isn't

A young lad worked as aexactly the right size?”
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“He will pay you anyway. arms. “You can't leave my
He says that it is worthwhile store wearing my material.”
for him to buy the suit in

this manner.” If the lad knew that someone

was out to steal his
As they were speaking, the ladnoney-bag, he would never
passed by with his bundle ofput the bag down. But he
money. The thief said, “Do didn’t know.
you see that boy? He is . : .
exactly the size of my bosrs.”The nimshal is, El.“' IS a
He didn’t wait for the tailor to freasure, because 'f. we wil
respond. He sprang forward t&ake advantage of this month,

catch up with the lad. to fill it with tefillos and
teshuvah we can earn so

“Please help me. It will only much in the upcoming year.
take a moment.” And heWe must be reminded that a
explained to the lad that hethief, the yetzer hara, is trying
wants him to go to the tailor,to take Elul away from us. We
so his measurements could bblow the shofar to remind us
taken. The lad checked highat there’s a thief, and we
watch. There was plenty ofshouldn’t let go of the treasure
time before the bank closed, that’s in our hands.

so he agreed.
Tefillah is the Primary

The tailor fitted the lad with a Hishtadlus
half-finished suit and started toA kollel yungermanhonored
take measurements. The ladne of his relatives to be the
put his money-bag down. Themohel for his son. The
thief quickly grabbed the unexperienced mohel
money-bag and ran out theaccidentally cut into the flesh.
door. The lad shouted “Thief!” The doctors who checked the
and tried to run out the doorchild said the child would
after him, but the robust tailorsurvive, but his future was at
held him with two strong stake. Reb Meilech Firer (a
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renowned medical referralGood” Reb Firer said. “The
expert) told the family aboutdoctor is coming to Eretz
a doctor in America who Yisrael to teach his techniques
could help them, “But it will to doctors here. He will do
be expensive. You'll needyour operation for free,
$250,000.” This sum wascovered by the national
way beyond the kollel insurance. And you will even
yungerman's abilities. They be paid, if you permit other
didn’t know how they would doctors to watch the operation

raise that money. with a closed-circuit camera.”

The father went to hiskollel This story happened on a
worried, not knowing how to regular day. When we pray in
proceed. He told hissuch a manner in Elul, our
chavrusah that he needstefilos will be surely
$250,000. answered.

His friend replied “Let's go The father thought he had to

and nmin 8 ows »w (shout our do greathishtadlusto raise the

hearts out by Minchah) and$250,000, but he davened
Hashem will help.” Minchah, and that is the

_ primary hishtadlus
They went to a beis medresh

where people didn't know People thinkparnassahcomes
them and they both davenedrom their work; that doctors
Shemonah Esrei for forty-fiveheal with medicine, that
minutes. When they finishedshidduchim are done by
Shemonah Esrei, the fatheshadchanim and so on.
received a phone call fromActually, behind every
Reb Meilech Firer, “Did you salvation there’s atefillah,
do anything yet?” because nothing happens
“I didn't begin,” the father without tefillah. The Ben Ish
replied. “lI just finished Chai, zy'aexplained this point
davening Minchah.” with a mashal
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Someone was attacked by aavened for them. As Yaakov
fierce bear in the forest. HeAvinu saidyws ... oow 95 'nni us
quickly grabbed a stick andrwpa '29ma mwana T nnpd,
began hitting the bear. Thewill give you Shechem...
bear fell to the ground, deadwhich | conquered...with my
He kissed his stick. Hetefillos" (Bereishis48:22, see
thought it saved his life. Rash).
Then he sees someon&himon and Levi made their
climbing down a tree. Smiling hishtadlus They convinced the
this man says, “Do you reallypeople of Shechem to
think your stick killed the circumcise themselves, and on
bear? The stick didn’t dothe third day, when they were
more than scratch the bear. Very weak, Shimon and Levi
shot the bear with my gunattacked and won the war. But
from the tree.” the hishtadlusdidn’t win the

. ) _war; Yaakov’'stefillos did.
This mashal reminds us that it

isn’t our hishtadlus that helpsThe Zohar teaches that there
us. It is tefillah. are three forms oftefillah:
_ ~ b mben mend mbenand nben
As the Mesﬂas “Yeshar!m,m. The most powerful is
(ch.21) ~writes, "It ISt ofiian je'an the pauper's
hishtaldusthat helps. It is an tefillah.
obligation... a tax all mankind
must pay... After one does hisThe Sar Shalom of Belz zy'a
obligation, Hashem’s blessingsasked, so why do people go to
can come” tzaddikim to daven for them?
They should go to a pauper,
since x5 man is the highest
form of tefillah.

The Ben Ish Chai elaborates:
Shimon and Levi (Yaakov
Avinu's  children)  fought
against Shechem. Two peopld@he answer ispp> n%en is a

against an entire city, and theymindset. It is to realize that we
won the war because Yaakoware "poor" and we can’'t do
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anything without Hashem.came to Vilna for thdevayah

Tzaddikim understand thisand after thelevayahhe went

well, and therefore theirto the home of Reb Chaim
tefillos are very effective. Ozer Grodzinskyzt'l to speak

with him divrei Torah
The Power of Speech

Chazal Moed Katan18.) say, After conversing in Torah for
onaw® mms nm3, “An oath has some time, Reb Chaim Ozer
been set for one's lips.”asked him why he came to
Whatever one says takes/ilna. The man replied that he
effect. came for the levayah Reb
Similarly, the Gemara Chaim Ozer suddenly became
(Brachos 19.) says,% o> very serious and he asked,
wes " oo nne, “A person “Did the maggid say a
should never open his mouthespe@”
for the Satan.” He shouldn't“Actually, he stood up on a
say something that the Sataghair to be maspid and the
could cash in on and takechair fell from under him. It
advantage of, because it mighfvas a terrible scene. He was
take effect. rushed to the hospital. So, the
answer to your guestion is no,
he didn’t give ahesped
Reb Chaim Ozer became
pensive again for a few
moments, and then he said
good bye to his guest.

There was devayahin Vilna
for a talmid chacham who
was the rav of a nearby town.
A renowned maggid who
often gavehespedin(eulogies)
at levayos stood up on a chair

to begin his hesped but the Reb Chaim Ozers family

chair slipped, he fell, and WaSverheard the conversation
brought to the hospital. ’

and wanted to know why it
There was anothertalmid was important for him to
chacham who lived in the know whether the maggid
town of the demised rav. Hegave ahespedand why did he
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suddenly become so pensivahat Bilaam should curse him.
He replied: In the end, Bilaam indeed

_ _ cursed him.”
“The niftar and the maggid

once came to me for alin The Special Hour

torah. During the heat of the The Arizal teaches: Every day
debate, some unkind worddas a special hour. All tefillos
passed between them, and thgaid in that hour will be

maggid said, ‘After 120 years answered. The problem is, we
(when you areniftar) don’t don’t know which hour it is.

expect me to be eulogize you. Perhaps therefore the Gemara

“This is what he said, andsays,n%u onm 55 0N 55am o,

Heaven made certain he keptl! Only @ person would pray

his word.” Becauseims A2 the entire day.” If he prays all

can come to be. merit saying tefillos during

that special hour, when all
The Shelah Balak 17) writes, one’s requests are answered.

A person must be VeryThe Otzer Niflaos HaTorah

cautious jaw> Mo mne K. . (Matog writes that this lesson
Because even when this

L : : Is hinted at in the Mishnah
wasn’t his intention, his words
. (Avos4), myw 5 paw o T PN,
draw the matter onto himself.; .
) There isn't a person who
An example is Balak, who doesn’t have his hour.”
said (22:6),% mw» 15, ‘Go '
curse me...” Balak’s words It states Bamidbar 30:3), 53
sounded like he was askingwy 2 wxxva. The Midrash

6. After Reb Chaim Ozer's petirah, people found a list of the kabalos

he took on himself before Rosh Hashanah. One of them was to speak
less. 11212 vyNy

7. The words of the pasuk are a1 nya nx Y 71X 139, “Go curse for me
this nation.”
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connects thigpasukwith y 8> spoke [ashon hard on her

ny nx 0. The Otzer Niflaos brother Moshe. She was older
HaTorah explainsysn xyn 535 than Moshe. She raised him.
mwy, everyone has a uniqueShe risked her life to save him
hour when everything he saysrom the Nile. She didn’'t say
will take effect. Therefore, oneanything derogatory about

should pray the entire dayhim, other that she erred to
becauseny nx o p 85, Man compare  him to  other
doesn’tknowwhenthathouris.prophets_ And Moshe wasn't

Lashon Hara angry with her that she spoke
about him. As it states
(Bamidbar 12:3), uy mwn wrsm

. Nevertheless, she was
immediately smitten  with
tzaraas Kal vechomer the

people who are fools and
resha’im and they speak all

types of severdashon haras
The Rambam elaborates thahow great will be their

Miriam’s  transgression waspynishment]! ... This is the
very slight. She almost didn’tWays of the resha’im and

do anything wrong. Yet shegcoffers leitzim): First they

was punished severely. Antiheay foglishness... then they
this teaches us the severity ofjiccss  the faults of
lashon hara tzaddikim... then they speak
As the Rambam Tumas against neviim... and then
Tzaraas15:10) writes, “Think they speak against Hashem....
about what happened to thdBut the conversations of the
nevi'ah Miriam when she kosher Yidden are solely

It states in this week's

parashah(24:9ywy =wx nx M2

DONNXY TR o> RSN R

o,  "Remember  what

Hashem vyour G-d did to

Miriam on the way, when
you left Mitzrayim."

8. According to the Ramban, remembering this incident is one of the 613
mitzvos of the Torah.
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words of Torah and wisdom.train. The son was hot and the
Therefore Hakadosh BarucHather was cold. The son was
Hu helps them...." repeatedly opening the

_ window, to cool off, and the

The Chofetz Chaim §haar oo was repeatedly shutting
HaTeyunahlZ) dlscus_s_es thethe window, because he
severity of Miriam’s couldn’t take the cold. This

punishment. One aspect is thgfant on, for quite a while. The
she was punished while the)father said, "When we get

were traveling. As it states) home, I'll punish you." But the

TR D2 TPON M ALY WK MK aiher didn't punish him while

osnn  oonNed,  "REMeMDEr o aling  hecause one of the
what Hashem your G-d did t©0yenets of chinuch is: Don't

Miriam on t_heuway, When you , nish your child in front of
left Mitzrayim.” Why does the o5 Nevertheless, Miriam's

Torah emphasize that she was, nishment came even while

punishedm, while traveling? .. \vere traveling, because of
The Torah tells that the entirethe severity oflashon hara

nation had to wait seven daysp o Torah therefore

before they could continuégnpasizes that Miriam was
traveling, because they Werepunished T2, even  while

waltlgg forh Ml_rlam to be traveling, so  we can
ﬁured. Ag that F'me’,everyoneunderstand the severity of
eard about Miriam’stzaraas lashon hara

and herlashon hara It was

very embarrassing for her. Butrhe Torah also emphasizes
lashon harais so severe, thati,4t the punishment occurred

the punishment  COMESyyy panges 7112, when they
immediately, without delay. | Mitzrayim. Why is this

Consider the following factor important to remember?

analogy:
& The Chofetz Chaim replies

A father and son were on athat this is to remind us that
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Miriam didn't have who tO  The Punishment for Lashon
learn from. They had recently Hara

left Mitzrayim, the punishment Students of the Arizal say, the
of the meraglim who spoke punishment for  speaking
lashon haraon Eretz Yisrael lashon harais to be megulgal
took place later. She had ndreincarnated) in a dog. The
way of knowing how severeChida writes that it is hinted at
lashon hara is. One might in the pasuk Bamidbar
claim that her punishment32:42), wwy ny 75 spv. The
should be more lenient orword ~"> stands forywm no.
maybe postponed, for how! he pasuksays,na n5 89, the

should she know the severiy/€Sult of lashon harais n,
of lashon har® Nevertheless, P&rKing, because he becomes

she was punished severely and "éncarnated in a dog.

immediately because of therps cpofetz Chainet! writes
severity oflashon hara that he heard from Reb

_ Dovid Tabil (the Nachlas
The Chofetz Chaim concIudesDovid) zt1 who heard from

"Everyone should learn &al Rep chaim Volozhiner ztl
vechomerfrom this...and be \who heard from the Vilna
aware  of the  severeGaon ztl, that once, when
punishment that comes tahe Vilna Gaon was in galus
those who speak lashon (wandering from place to

hara.”* place) his wagon driver rode

9. Another explanation why the Torah emphasizes that Miriam was

punished after they left Mitzrayim is to show that the punishment
occurred at a time of immense joy. Generally, when someone is very
happy, he overlooks the wrongdoings of others. Nevertheless, because of
the severity of lashon hara, Hashem didn’t overlook the lashon hara. (See
a similar commentary in Chofetz Chaim al HaTorah, Ki Seitzei, baderech.)
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his horses into a field, so theBecause guarding one’s
horses could eat there. speech at home is aegulah
for shalom bayis Many
But the landowner was theredisputes could be averted
When he saw the horsesvhen people are cautious with
grazing on his produce, he ran their speech.
to_stop this theft. The wagon . e Who Guard their
driver saw the owner coming, Tongue are granted the Power
and immediately fled from the of Tefillah
scene. When the landownedhose who are cautious with
arrived, only the Vilna Gaontheir speech have a very
was on the carriage. Thespecial strength of tefillah.
landowner assumed he washis is alluded in the words,
guilty and responsible format 5m 85, don’t sully your
bringing the horses into thewords, and themgn seva 533
field, so he began hitting him.nwy» whatever you ask for
The Vilna Gaon repeated this will occur.

incident and added that had .h?As it states inSefer Chassidim

told the landowner that 't(n"rwnn), “Whoever speaks the

Was?o’lt hlts fauhlf[t’tf[he Iﬁ_ndovl\;net)rtruth and doesn’'t want to think
would stop hitting im. BUt .~ ook falsehood, all his

then he would be transgressin%ords _ and even all his

the sin of lashon hara as it thoughts — will take effect.

would be' |mpl|ed _that the This is proven from the Torah,
wagon driver is guilty. And Neviim and Kesuvin

then, all of his merits wouldn’t
protect him from becoming aThe Avnei Nezer $hem
gilgul in a dog. Mishmuel y'an mmn) teaches:
When one only speaks Torah
| heard from a tzaddik thatwy and mitzvos, and doesn'’t
ma (without the ww) is profane his mouth  with
gematriya ww> =1 -8, forbidden speech, his mouth
“Hashem guard my mouth...” becomes like &li shares the
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utensils of the Beis The Sefer Chassidim (131)
HaMikdash. writes, “If a person asks for

One of the features of thesomethmg that will be a

keilim of the Beis HaMikdash Praise 0 Hashem, such as to
earn Torah or the like, and

is that when items are pIacecLe pours his heart out,

inside. them, they becomeI—Iakadosh Baruch Hu will

holy. Similarly, ‘due to the accept his tefillah, even if he

holiness of his mouth, hiSdoesn’t have any merits and
tefillos will be holy and take y m
good deeds.

on a much stronger effect. All

his prayers will be answered..l.he Kli Yakar (Devarim3:23)
Pray for Spiritual Success WIItes;ms pm nmww e 127

yEM N D 0 15 mdNe 1 NS

0 1EN TN NN DN 3, “It is right

that Hashem should answer his

requests, because he is asking

for what Hashem wants too.”

When you pray during Elul,
and throughout the year, ad
requests to succeed mvodas
Hashem because suclefillos
are always answered.

Chazal Bava Metzia59.) state Chazal say,mn oww *m 51
that after the Churban Beismw nx», “Everything is in
HaMikdash, the gates ofHeaven's hands, except for
heaven were locked and it isyiras Shamayaim The Rebbe
hard for ourtefillos to go up. of Kotzk zt'l explains that
“Nevertheless,” Reb Yisraelwhen one prays for material
Salanterzt'| says, “it is tried matters, Heaven  decides
and proven that there is onevhether it is good for him to
tefillah that is  always receive this or not. But when
answered —in all times andone prays for Torah, mitzvos,
situations. That is when oneand yiras Shamayim his
prays that Hashem help thenmmequests are always answered,
with their ruchniyu$ (Michtav because that is unquestionably
MeEliyahuvol.4, p.77). a good thing.
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Chazal hint to this when theyTherefore, we blow the final
say,owmw ™ 5o, everything is tekiyah which this time means
up to Heaven to decidefixed securely in place.
whether to give it or notpsn Because due to hifillah, he
o nxw, the exception is will succeed to improve and
when one prays foryiras change his ways.
Shamayim because Hashem

will certainly give it to him,  Pray to be Protected from the

Yetzer Hara

Reb Aharon Yosef Luria We should also pray to be
(Avodas Pnim discussed the Protected from theyetzer hara
order of blowing the shofar; and to be clean from sin.

mwen mn o e He aAv e end  of  birchas

explained thatmrpn has two hashacharwe say,x> uxan 5

translations: It can mean to_. MY S o M9 N T
move, as inapy T 53 ypm,

" Kov' hiah mos, “Don’t bring me to sin,
dY?a dovgﬂ t.'gh. 'was or to tests...” It is repeated
Islodge Bereishis 32'26)_’ that the greatesthislahavus
and it can mean to establlsh(fervor) seen by Rebbe

and tOJ'X well 'L)” EJII_ace, aS yissachar Dov of Belzztl
states,oas ypn 132, “Lavan Set \ oo \hen he said these

up his tent" Bereishis31:25). words. (Reb Eliezer Dovid

The first tekiyah implies that g0 qmanshiita repeats this in
one should move in the right,.. ¢ crs name. who went

direction and improve his to Rebbe Yissachar Dov.)
ways. But when he sees how

hard it is to change his waysAlso, his son, Rebbe Aharon
comesshevarim teruahThese of Belz zt'l, said these words
sounds imply to a crying andwith extra kavanah and with

broken heart, praying totears, like a son begging from
Hashem to save him and helhis father. (Heard from Reb
him improve. And when oneElimelech Ashkanazrt'| who

prays, he will succeed.heard the Rebbe pray in this
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manner bybirchas hashachar Reb Chaim Volozhiner zt'l
one weekday morning). explains: tefillah is called

_ , nmw. The Gemara is telling us

In this week's parashah that in the future, heaven will
(22:23-24) the Torah tells thatte” him e s, how much of

if a momsen mps, halachically his punishment could have

engaged woman, is profanegeen ayoided, had he prayed
in the city, 5% omw nx onNem to Hashem

DJaN2 DN z:n‘)pm N pn W,

“Bring both of them to the  gpeaking During Davening

ates of that city and stone _ _
?hem A— a/y - One of the miracles in the

~ps mepe, the girl because SheBels HaMikdash was that the

didn’t shout in the city...” Her wind didn’t disperse the pillar

shouts could have saved herOf. smpke that rose from the
izbeilach The smoke rose

therefore she is punished fornstra, ht ke a column
not shouting. ight up, li umn.

The Chidushei HaRim zt'l The Avodas Yisrael Avos 5)

says that similarly, one will be explains, "The Beis

held responsible for his sins iff/@Mikdash down below s
he didn't shout out to directly underneath the Beis

Hashem, and pray thatHaMikdash abqve._When the
Hashem save him. smoke of themizbeiachwent
straight up, it went into the
It states Amos4:13),0% 7 upper Beis HaMikdash and
e s, “it will be told to a that brought down shefa
person about speech.” Théounty, to all worlds. If
Gemara Chagigah 5) winds would disperse the
explainsy prm.m5 nmw oex - smoke, it wouldn’t go straight
mn npwa,"Even his light up. That was the miracle. It
conversations...will be is written (Yechezkelll:16),
repeated to him in thewnyn wpnb on5 v, and Chazal
judgment.” (Megilah 29.) explain that
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implied is that the bateiwoman who sits in beis
knesiyos and the bateikneses...shouldn't speak idle
medreshos of galus are talk, [certainly not] during

miniature Batei HaMikdash.tefillah and kriyas haTorah..

Each beis kneses and beibor how long will we have

medresh is thus, certainlythis stumbling block, in every
beneath its parallel Dbeiscity!? And we aren't able to
medresh and beis kneses irebuke them! They've become
heaven. The tefillos from so accustomed; they think it's
below go straight up to thetotally permitted. Woe to them
beis kneses above it, inand woe to their souls! How
heaven. Therefore, we mustwill their tefillos go up? They

be careful not to speak at allare sullied with all types of
during the tefillah, for when excretion. How could such
one speaksdevarim beteilim prayers that simultaneously
it is like interrupting his display their sins possibly help
conversation with the King.them? It is proper for every
He turns away from the Kingcommunity to appoint people
and says, 'My master, theo enforce that there should be
King, | don't want to speak no speaking during the
with you anymore. There'stefillah. They should warn and
something else | prefer to talkembarrass those people
about’ That pushes theublically. That will reveal

Shechinah  away, chas Hashem's honor in the world.
veshalom Moreover, the Everyone will see and be
tefillos  of the other afraid, and they won't sin
mispallelim who are anymore. They will put a
davening withkavanah aren't muzzle over their mouths in
accepted because of thosbeis kneses, and they won't

who speak...” speak idle talk.”

The Sefer Vavei HaAmudim Yesh Nochlin(written by the
(10) writes, "Every man andfather of the Shlalzt'l) writes,
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"l swear, from all the bad sins,higher room, and he saw
| didn’t find anything worse even greater tzaros "How
than this sin, because whatan we possibly endure
does the speaker gain? It is them?" he asked.
unlike theft, adultery, eating

non-kosher, and the like,Heaven replied, "When Klal
which theyetzer haraat times Yisrael sayamen yehei shmei
becomes strong and brings #abbaall of thesegezeirosare
person to sin because the ripped up.”

human body desires those

pleasures. But there isn't a@hulchan Aruch (56) states,
strong yetzer hara for 'One should have kavanah
speaking. What's worse is thayhen answering Kaddish. One
this sin is never performedshould say it loud, and one
alone. There are always afhould run to listen to

least two people. Thus, he Kaddish."
causes others to sin, too. And _
what | consider to be mostThe Mishnah Berurah

bitter is that they are making®XPlains, "One should answer
light of Hashem's honor inin @ loud voice because this

public, at the holy time which Nelps concentration, and...this

was designated for praising?nuls bad decrees.
Hashem..." Nevertheless, one shouldn’t

say it in such a loud voice that
it will cause others to laugh at
him, because then he will be
Reb Yishmael ben Elisha wasausing people to sin. One
once in heaven and he washould run to listen to
shown rooms that showKaddish, because answering
terrible decrees. He said;"amen yehei shmei rabb& a
"How can anyone endure allwn n9 muw, a very great
of this?" mitzvah, greater than
He was then brought to a Kedushahand Modim..."

Amen Yehei Shmei Rabba
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The Baal HaTanya said, "Thetorn up.' Therishonim explain
malachim would give away that s % means [to say
everything, just to be able toit]...with heart and soul. One
say amen yehei shmei rabba shouldn't merely say the
. words, while his heart isn't
The Gemara says that Whe!?here. He should also listen to

we say ‘amen yehei shmeiy o the chazan is saying, so
rabba...' Hakadosh Baruch HULo will know on what he is

says, "Fortunate is the King
who is praised in His home

with these words. What did-|-he Mishnah Berurah adds
the Father gain by sending HiS'CertainIy one must be
children into exile? Woe t0 the gy iremely carefubms s 7)
children who were banished ..., that he doesn't speak in
from their Father's table”the middle of Kaddish or
(Brachos3.). Kedushah It states in
The Gemara Brachos 57) Masechta Derech Eretzhat

teaches that when a persoff€0 Chamma found Eliyahu
sees himself in his dreamWith thousands of donkeys
saying amen vyehei shmeiCrying 7o s (wrath and
rabba mivorach.. he is aben @nger) to punish the people
olam haba The Yaavatz adds,Who speak during these
"If this is the reward for imes... The Sefer Chassidim

answering Kaddish in a dream!Vrites, ‘There was a chassid

how great will be the reward Who saw ano_ther chassid (who
when one says these word¥/a@s a!readyuftar) and he saw
while awake!" that his face was green. 'Why
is your face green?’

answering amen..."

The Mishnah Berurah (56:1)

writes, "Chazal say, 'Whoever"lt is because | would speak
answers amen yehei shmeiwhen the chazan was saying
rabba mivarachw> 533, with %5 and ~av » and by
all his strength, higzar dinis Kaddish.'
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"The sefer Matteh MosheNow that we are days before
repeats the following Midrash:the days of judgment, we
A chacham came to his recommend saying amen
student in his dream, and thegehei shmei rabba with
student saw that he had &avanah Among the many
blemish 2n5) on his forehead. benefits is that it tears up all
The chachamtold him that it negative gzar dins and it
was because he wasn't carefadrouses Hashem to bring the
not to speak when the chazage'ulah May it be speedily in
said Kaddish..." our days.
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