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The Noam Elimelech continues to describe the path of teshuva by citing the Gemora in 
Menochos that asks why the bottom rung of the Hebrew letter heh hangs open? The Gemora 
answers that those who seek to return to Hashem should enter through that small space left 
open between the roof and foot of the heh. 

This, explains Rebbe Reb Melech, is the small opening which a ba’al teshuva, a returnee, 
must push himself into, struggling and forcing his way in until they aid him from Heaven. 
This is the opening of the teiva (Ark) described in the pasuk in Parshas Noach. This is the 
opening of the path of self-seclusion, of hisbodedus and speaking with Hashem in private, 
secluded conversations. The pasuk says: “on its side” – the opening on the side is small and 
appears too small for us to fit through. Nonetheless, it is an illusion. We must struggle, push 
and force ourselves inside. If we constantly strengthen ourselves, pushing further, eventually 
we will succeed in rectifying ourselves. 

n 

Story 

Eating Out Of The Same Bowl 

The Maggid, Rav Boruch of Rika, was a melamed who hired himself out as a private 
tutor to teach Torah in the homes of various Yidden. He was being “interviewed” for a new 
position as private melamed in the home of none other than Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev, 
mechaber of the Kedushas Levi. This is how Rav Levi Yitzchok checked out Rav Boruch: He had 
Rav Boruch undress and then Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev examined each limb of his 
entire body, one at a time, for any “flaws”! Only once he had gone over his entire body and 
found him flawless did he allow Rav Boruch to be a melamed in his home. After the year 
ended, Rav Levi Yitzchok requested that Rav Boruch tutor in his home the following year as 
well, with one condition: “You must eat with me from the very same bowl.” The Maggid, Rav 
Boruch, replied that such a condition required him to think the matter through. 

At the time, the two holy brothers, Rebbe Reb Melech of Lizhensk and Rebbe Reb 
Zusha of Hanipoli were passing through and the Maggid, Rav Boruch, took the opportunity to 
ask their opinion. He explained Rav Levi Yitzchok’s condition to his employment, that they 
eat together from the same bowl, and Rebbe Reb Elimelech answered him thus: 

It says in the pasuk: “And Aharon and all the elders of Yisrael, with the father-in-law of 
Moshe, came to eat bread before Elokim.” The Gemora asks: why does it say “before Elokim”? 
Didn’t they eat before Moshe? Rather, whoever partakes of a meal where Torah scholars eat 
together is as if he benefited from the shining rays of the Divine Presence. Now, asked the 
Noam Elimelech, why does the Gemora think that this is such a question? Obviously they did 
eat before Hashem, since the entire world is full of His glory. The answer is that when one eats 
in the presence of a Tzaddik, his overbearing fear and awe of the Tzaddik overshadows the fear 
of Hashem. They feared Moshe – the Rav and Tzaddik – and thus their fear of Hashem was 
lacking. The Maggid understood from Rebbe Reb Elimelech’s answer that it is better to forgo 
always constantly eating with such a Tzaddik from the same bowl. 

n n n 
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The anniversary of the petira of a 

One of the tools that Kabbola
The method to connect to a Tzaddik

1) Learn the anniversary of his 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ	 ָר ל �ָ � עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ֶ	ְ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� יֵוא�קֵ 

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י' ,ְ!ִדי!�ר
	 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ	 מָ ָ	 נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound i

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.
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  הילולא

of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”.

Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous perso
Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
Yom Tov as well. 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ	 נִ  ייל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�קֵ  ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָ	ָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ	,ִני ַהטוֹב 
	פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ	 נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ 	פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ	 צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my goo
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm
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, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

(righteous person). 

or, if this information is not available, the days of 
and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

t candle on the day 
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

when lighting the candle. This is not only 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

d and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Cheshvan 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org 

� 4th of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Friday Night (Nov 1st) 
� Rav Kalonimus Kalman Shapira, Piasetsna Rebbe, author of Chovas HaTalmidim and Aish 

Kodesh (1889-1944). His father, Rav Elimelech of Grodzisk, was a direct descendant of the 

Maggid of Kozhnitz and of the Noam Elimelech of Lizhensk. He was named Kalonimus 

Kalman after his maternal grandfather, the Maor VaShemesh. In 1905, Rav Kalonimus Kalman 

married Rochel Chaya Miriam, the daughter of Rav Yerachmiel Moshe of Kozhnitz. She helped 

him prepare his derashos and seforim, even adding pertinent insights of her own. After the 

Warsaw Ghetto uprising was crushed in Nissan 1943, Rav Kalonimus Kalman was taken to the 

Trevaniki work camp near Lublin. Prisoners who were completely “worked out” by exhaustion 

and starvation were removed and sent to Treblinka and Rav Kalonimus Kalman met his death 

there on the 4th of Cheshvan, 1944, (5705/1944); 

� Rav Aryeh Leib [Aryeh Zev] (“Rav Leib”) Gurwitz, Rosh Yeshivas Gateshead, author of 

Roshei She’arim, (5743/1982); 

� Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Dan Landa, the Strikover Rebbe, the son of Rav Elimelech Menachem 

Mendel Landau, murdered by the Nazis, (5704/1943); 

� Rav Yoav Yehoshua Weingarten of Kintzk, the Chelkas Yoav (1845-1923). His foundation in 

learning was established by Rav Zev Nachum Borenstein, the Agudas Eizov, but his Rav 

Muvhok was the Agudas Eizov’s son, Rav Avrohom Borenstein, the Avnei Nezer, who was only 

six years his elder. In 1883, Rav Yoav accepted the positions of Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in 

Litomirsk. In 1889, he became Rav of Gustinin, and founded a Yeshiva there. From 1894 until 

his petira, he served as Rav in Kintzk. In 1894, he published Chelkas Yoav. He also published a 

sefer called Kava Dekesheisa, 103 unanswered kushyos on Shas intended to whet the minds of 

B’nei Yeshiva. After the petira of the Avnei Nezer, Rav Yoav accepted the authority of his son, 

the Shem MiShmuel. After his own petira, his only son, Rav Meir, succeeded him as Rav of 

Kintzk. His son held the post for twenty-seven years until he and his entire family were 

murdered, [3rd of Cheshvan, Hamodia 2006], (5684/1923). 

� 5th of Cheshvan ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Nov 2nd) 
� Rav Tzvi Hirsch Kalisher, (5635/1874); 

� Rav Moshe Birdogo, son of Rav Avrohom. Rav Moshe resided in western Morocco and 

was known as the Rosh Mashbir, (5491/1730); 

� Rav Avrohom Rice, pioneer of the Baltimore Jewish community and founder of one of the 

first Hebrew schools in the U.S., (5623/1862). 

� 6th of Cheshvan ~ Begins Sunday Night (Nov 3rd) 
� Rav Yehuda HeChassid, founder of the Churva shul in Yerushalayim, (5461/1700); 

� Rav Shlomo Dovid Yehoshua Weinberg, the Admor HaTzo’ir of Slonim, (5704/1943); 

� Rav Yechiel Menachem of Alexander-America, (5749/1988). 

� 7th of Cheshvan ~ Begins Monday Night (Nov 4th) 
� Rav Yehuda Meir Shapiro of Lublin (1887–1933). His father, Rav Yaakov Shimshon Katz 

of Shatz, Romania, was a descendant of Rav Pinchas Koretz, a disciple of the Ba’al Shem 

Tov. His mother, Margala, was the daughter of Rav Shmuel Yitzchok Schor, author of 

Minchas Shai, and a descendant of the author of Tevu’as Shor. He was also a descendant of 

Rav Bechor Shor of Orleans, one of the Ba’alei Tosafos. He was married in 1906 and took 

his first appointment, Rav of Galina, in 1911. In 1921, he became Rav of Sanok, then in 
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1924 Rav of Piotrkov. It was while there that he wrote his sefer Or HaMeir. Also in 1923, 

he began the first cycle of Daf Yomi, having shared this idea at the first Knessia Gedola of 

Agudas Yisrael the previous year. That first cycle began on Rosh HaShana in 1923 and was 

completed 2702 days later on Tu Bishvat in 1931. His other major project was to found the 

Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin in 1930, (5694/1933); 

� Rav Simcha Elberg, editor of Pardes journal, (5756/1995); 

� Rav Yehuda Tzvi Eichenstein of Rozdol (or Rozla), author of Daas Kedoshim (1791–

1847). The son of Rav Moshe of Sambor and son-in-law and successor of Rav Zvi Hirsch of 

Zidachov, he became the Rebbe of Rozdol and was considered one of the leading 

mekubolim of his generation, (5608/1847); 

� Rav Nosson Dovid Rabinowitz of Shidlova (or Shidlovtze), (5626/1865); 

� Rav Yerachmiel Tzvi of Biala-Shedlitz, (5666/1905); 

� Rav Yisrael Weltz, Rav of Budapest and author of Teshuvos Divrei Yisrael, (5734/1973); 

� Rav Avrohom Meisles, mechutan of the Rema, (5360/1599); 

� Rav Shimon Deutsch of Dobormil, author of Nachalas Shimon, (5562/1801); 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Tomoshov, a talmid of Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, (5631/1870); 

� Rav Dovid of Sevorn, (5675/1914). 

� 8th of Cheshvan ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Nov 5th) 
� Rav Menachem Nachum Kaplan (Nachumke) of Horodna, Lithuania (1811–1879). When 

he was nine years old, he lived in the home of Rav Yehuda Leib Ganker and learned with 

this wealthy man every morning. Later, he wandered through Lithuania until he came to 

Amshina, where he studied under Rav Avrohom Kahane. Eventually, he was accepted to the 

Mirrer Yeshiva and became close to its mashgiach, Rav Yisrael Heller. He married the 

daughter of a wealthy man, but after a number of years, his father-in-law died. Poverty-

stricken, Rav Nachumke took a job as a shamash in the Chevras Shas Bais Medrash in 

Korodna. However, his fame spread, and many throughout Eastern Europe came to observe 

him and learn from him. Among those was the Chofetz Chaim, then only fifteen years old, 

(5640/1879); 

� Rav Yaakov Rosenheim, founder of Agudas Yisrael, (5631–5726/1870–1965); 

� Rav Meir of Narbonne (HaMeili) (1190–1263), author of Sefer HaMeoros (halachic 

material on Berochos, Chullin, and Seder Mo’ed). Died in Toledo, Spain, (5024/1263); 

� Rav Meshulam Shaltiel (1870–1926). Born in Sofia, he moved to Yerushalayim while still 

very young, (5687/1926); 

� Rav Moshe Yosef HaKohen Tawil, Zaken Rabbanei Aram Soba (Aleppo, Syria). Founded 

the Degel HaTorah Yeshiva with Rav Shlomo Zafrani, (5738/1977). 

� 9th of Cheshvan ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Nov 6th) 
� Rabbeinu Osher ben Yechiel, the Rosh (1250–1327). One of the three primary Rishonim on 

whom Rav Yosef Karo relied for the Shulchon Aruch. Rav Osher’s family traced its lineage 

to Rabbeinu Gershon. Rav Osher learned under Rav Meir of Rotenberg. After ten years as 

the successor of Rav Meir and the leader of German Jewry, he escaped German persecution 

and settled in Toledo, Spain, (5088/1327); 

� Rav Yosef Yehuda Leib Bloch (1860–1930). Born in Rusein, he succeeded his father-in-

law, Rav Eliezer Gordon, as Rosh Yeshiva of the Telshe Yeshiva. Telshe is one of the oldest 

towns in Lithuania, situated in the north-western part of Lithuania on the shores of Lake 

Mastis, and was already mentioned in the chronicles of a Crusader Order in 1320. Jews 
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settled in Telshe at the beginning of the seventeenth century. 2,500 people lived in Telshe in 

1797, of them 1,650 were Jews (66 percent). By 1870 Telshe had 6,481 residents, including 

4,399 Jews. Rav Yosef Leib already began studying under Rav Leizer at the age of fifteen, 

in Kelm, and married Rav Leizer’s daughter at the age of twenty-one. Rav Yosef Leib 

initiated many innovations. In 1894, he attempted to introduce mussar to the Yeshiva’s 

curriculum, and in 1897 he brought Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman to serve as the Yeshiva’s 

Mashgiach. [Hamodia 2005: 7th of Cheshvan 1929], (5691/1930); 

� Rav Shimon Shkop of Grodno (1860–1939). Born in Turz, Poland, Rav Shimon studied in 

Mir at the age of twelve, and then Volozhin at the age of fifteen, with Rav Chaim 

Soloveitchik. He was brought to Telshe in 1885 by his uncle, Rav Lazer Gordon. Rav 

Shimon’s brother-in-law, Rav Shlomo Zalman Abel, was one of the three founders of the 

Telshe Yeshiva. He taught at Telshe for eighteen years. He succeeded Rav Alter Shmuelevitz 

as Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Shaarei Torah in Grodno, from 1920 to 1939, transforming it 

into one of the finest Yeshivos in Poland and beyond. In 1929, Rav Shimon Shkop came to 

America to raise funds for the Yeshiva, and accepted Rav Dov (Bernard) Revel’s invitation 

to serve as Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchonon in New York. However, at 

the request of the Chofetz Chaim, Rav Shkop returned to Europe after six months. In 1939, 

the Soviet Red army marched into Grodno during the Asseres Yemei Teshuva. Most of the 

talmidim fled to Vilna, but Rav Shimon Shkop was too old and sick to travel and remained 

behind with a few talmidim. He passed away a month later. Rav Shimon Shkop is the author 

of Shaarei Yosher, (5700/1939); 

� Rav Yehuda Horowitz, the Stutchiner Rebbe, (5742/1981); 

� Rav Dovid Laniado of Aram Soba (Aleppo, Syria), author of LiK’doshim Asher Ba’Aretz, 

(5731/1970). 

� 10th of Cheshvan ~ Begins Thursday Night (Nov 7th) 
� Gad ben Yaakov Ovinu, (1566 BCE–1441 BCE); 

� Rav Yechiel Michel of Cracow, author of Seder Gittin, (5421/1660); 

� Rav Aryeh Leib of Stanislov, author of Nachlas Aryeh. The city of Stanisławów was 

founded in the year 1654 by the Hetman (commander) and Starosta (County Administrator) 

of the Halicz region, Jedrzej Potocki, and was named after his son Stanisław. Armenians 

and Jews were invited and promised, in the founding charter of the city of May 7, 1654, the 

right to settle in the city and the right to establish a house of prayer on the land that was 

given to them. In a special charter from September 17, 1662[6], Jedrzej Potocki granted the 

Jews (Żydzi talmudowi) the right to settle permanently in the city and the right to engage in 

commerce and crafts in the same measure as “the members of the Polish, Ruthenia and 

Armenian nations”. In 1732, the Jewish population was 1,470 souls from among a total 

population of 3,321, (5510/1749); 

� Rav Meir, Rav of Lelov and of Ostroha, author of Meir Nesivim, (5550/1789); 

� Rav Avrohom Oppenheim, author of Eishel Avrohom on Shulchon Aruch. (Not to be 

confused with Rav Avrohom Dovid Wahrman of Butchatch, author of a sefer with the same 

name), (5587/1826); 

� Rav Yosef Meir, Rav of Golina, (5592/1831); 

� Rav Yitzchok Schick of Karlin, the Keren Ora, (5612/1851); 

� Rav Meir Shapit of Kobrin, author of Nir Liyerushalmi, (5633/1872); 

� Rav Dov Beirish Weidenfeld, the Tchebiner Rav (1881–1965). His maternal grandfather 

was the seventh link in an unbroken chain of poskim beginning with the Shach. Beirishel's 
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paternal grandfather was a disciple of Rav Yaakov Loeberbaum, author of Nesivos 

HaMishpot. His father, Rav Yaakov Weidenfeld, founder of the Kochav MiYaakov Yeshiva, 

was his primary teacher until he was niftar in 1894, just two weeks prior to Rav Beirishel’s 

bar mitzva. Thereafter, he became a student of his two older brothers, Rav Yitzchok of 

Horimlov (where Beirishel was also born) and Rav Nachum of Dombrova. At the age of 

nineteen, Rav Beirish married Rebbetzin Yachat, the daughter of Rav Yisrael Yosef Kluger 

of Tchebin. At the age of twenty-four, he received semicha from Rav Yitzchok Shmelkish, 

the Bais Yitzchok. His wife administered a modest coal business to support him. In 1923, 

after twenty years of learning, he assumed the title of Tchebiner Rav. Along with his wife 

and youngest daughter, the Rav was deported to Sverdelovsk, Siberia, in late 1940. With the 

dissolution of the labor camp, the Rav escaped to Buchara. The Tchebiner Rav arrived on 

the eve of Pesach, 1946, in Yerushalayim, which he was to call home for the rest of his life, 

settling in the Shaarei Chessed neighborhood. His responsa were collected in the sefer 

Doveiv Meishorim. His son-in-law and successor as Rosh Yeshiva of Kochav MiYaakov was 

Rav Boruch Shimon Schneersohn. 



Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Avrohom MosheRav Avrohom MosheRav Avrohom MosheRav Avrohom Moshe, , , , 9999
thththth
    of of of of CheshvanCheshvanCheshvanCheshvan    

Der Groisse Reb Moshe of Pshevorsk 
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A Lesson Learned From Thieves 

Rav Moshe of Pshevorsk was once 
traveling in the forest and lost his way. 
After wandering about some three hours 
with no sense of direction he happened 
upon a small cottage, from where he saw a 
light shining. As he reached the window 
and peered inside, he was seized by great 
fear, for he saw a band of robbers and 
highwaymen plotting theft and murder. 

Unfortunately, the band of thieves 
spotted him, grabbed him and tied him up. 
As he awaited his fate, he began to recite 
the Viduy (confessional prayer) and Shema 
Yisrael over and over, as one prepares 
himself to take leave of this world. Just 
then, among the thieves, a Jewish robber 
spotted and recognized the Tzaddik.  

“Wait, my friends! Do not harm this 
man, for he is a Tzaddik and has the power 
to bless us.”  

Thus he convinced his friends not to 
harm or touch Rav Moshe. The ringleaders 
approached him and said, “Honorable Rav, 
please bless us and then please offer us 
your sage advice.”  

Rav Moshe agreed. “Here is a young 
lad who is in training. We wish you to 
observe our initiation and offer your sage 
advice as to whether he is fit to join us or 

not.”  

So saying, they asked the lad to fetch 
a candle, but he returned with a loaf of 
bread. When they challenged his mistake, 
the brazen youth stood his ground, arguing. 
He endured a beating but would not admit 
his error. This scenario repeated itself over 
and over again: the robbers requested he 
fetch an object and he would return with 
something else, and each time, rather than 
admit any mistake or wrongdoing, he 
accepted a beating that grew harsher and 
harsher. After the last beating of one 
hundred blows, almost enough to kill a 
man, the robbers turned to the Tzaddik 
and asked his advice. “You see, Rav, we are 
training the lad; by these blows, he learns 
never to admit his mistake. That way, if he 
is caught he learns that in the end all 
beatings cease, and if he never admits and 
confesses, he will go free and we will never 
be discovered.”  

“I have learned a valuable mussar 
lesson,” remarked Rav Moshe Pshevorsker. 
“Even if someone is beaten and 
downtrodden by yissurim (suffering), it 
must always come to an end, for He is 
merciful.” 

(Ben Beisi on Avos – Komarna p. 280) 

    

Rav Shimon Shkop of GrodnoRav Shimon Shkop of GrodnoRav Shimon Shkop of GrodnoRav Shimon Shkop of Grodno, , , , 9999
thththth
    of of of of CheshvanCheshvanCheshvanCheshvan    

Rav Shimon Shkop in Montreal 

Rav Shimon Shkop (1860–1939) 
was the outstanding Rosh Yeshiva of 
Yeshivos Telshe and Grodno. Based on the 
Talmudic methods of his mentors, Rav 
Chaim Soloveitchik and the Netziv, he 
synthesized his own method, resulting in 
the deep and penetrating analysis of Rav 
Chaim with the straightforwardness and 
clarity of the Netziv. He embarked on fund-
raising assignments for the Yeshivos in 
England, Canada (as we shall see), and the 
United States. While in the States he 

stopped at Yeshiva University to deliver a 
lecture. He was so well received that he was 
asked to come onto the faculty as Rosh 
Yeshiva. After repeated attempts to get him 
to relocate to the States he finally acceded 
in 1928, and did in fact become Rosh 
Yeshiva of YU. He did return to Europe, 
though, after heavy criticism from leading 
Rabbonim. Rav Zelig Epstein, a grandson-
in-law, later succeeded him as Rosh 
Yeshiva Grodno in the American branch of 
the Yeshiva. Rav Zelig Epstein was niftar in 
2009.  
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Rav Shimon Shkop had traveled to 
Montreal to raise money for the Yeshiva. 
He stayed at the home of a certain wealthy 
man, who was known for his generous 
contributions to worthwhile causes. When 
he arrived on this particular occasion he 
found his usually magnanimous host in 
joylessness and frustration. He had 
conveyed to Rav Shkop that great trouble 
loomed for him and his family. As his 
family grew it became apparent that more 
room was needed for the children and more 
space was also needed for a larger meeting 
hall for community activities that the man 
hosted on a weekly basis. An addition was 
built onto the side of the house, but it was 
found out later that the addition extended a 
total of one foot onto the neighbor’s 
property, a very petty amount, considering 
that both he and his neighbor had ample 
property to begin with. The problem was 
that a malcontent kvetcher lived next door, 
and demanded that something be done 
about the extension. But it wasn’t just 
“something” that she was after. Under 
Canadian law at the time, if an extension 
had been built onto another person’s 
property, purposely or inadvertently, the 
law said that the encroached-upon 
property’s owner had the right to tear down 
the entire house of the neighbor, and not 
merely the addition. And this was the case 
with the kvetcher. She demanded that the 
entire house be demolished. Rav Shkop’s 
host and his lawyer first fought with the old 
woman. They screamed and they yelled. He 
then tried entreating her, but she was not 
moved. He brought her flowers, then 
chocolates, and increasingly lavish gifts. 
And then there was more yelling.  

Finally, upon Rav Shkop’s visit, he 
asked him for an eitza (advice). Surely, Rav 
Shkop could think up some sort of solution. 
And this is what Rav Shkop had to say:  

“Go to shul. Go as soon as possible 
the next time the Torah will be taken out. 
Make sure you’re called up for an aliya (to 
be called up to the Torah to make a 

berocha). Afterward, go with your lawyer to 
speak with the woman one more time.”  

Was that all? Would getting an aliya 
save his house from being demolished? The 
next morning, Monday, he went to shul, 
and requested an aliya from the Gabbai. 
He called his lawyer after minyan, and the 
two rushed to the stubborn woman’s house 
next door. And the man said to her, 
pleadingly, “This is the last time; I promise 
you that this is the last time I will bother 
you about the house. Please, PLEASE don’t 
let the city tear down my home. It’s only 
one foot of land. I’ll cut away at the 
extension if you would like, but please not 
the entire home.”  

The woman, now confused, looked 
him in the eye, and said, “Tear down your 
house? Why would I want to tear down 
your house? Who would be such a 
miserable person to tear down a neighbor’s 
entire home over a disputed foot of land? 
Please do as you like. It’s all right by me.”  

The man and his lawyer were 
flabbergasted. They offered the woman a 
polite “thank you” and practically tiptoed 
out of the house in fear that she might 
regain her senses and retract her words.  

The two, elated, went back to Rav 
Shkop for some clarity. After all, the 
woman had been adamant for months 
about tearing down the house. It just didn’t 
make any sense. Rav Shkop explained, “It 
is brought down in the Mishna Berura that 
the person getting an aliya should follow 
along with the Ba’al Koreh (Torah reader) 
by actually looking down onto the klaf 
(parchment). One should also look into the 
Torah, close enough that he sees the osiyos 
(letters) during hagbah (the lifting of the 
Torah). During an aliya, however, he sees 
the osiyos up close, and this brings him a 
special zechus. In addition, there is a 
special light that emanates from the Torah, 
and when one looks into the Torah he 
becomes infused with this light. You went 
to the woman’s house almost directly after 
becoming infused with this light, and when 



10 � Noach / 

 

she looked into your face, the radiance of 
the light touched her soul, and this woman, 
who was formerly irrational, unreasonable, 
foolish and absurd, now became 
levelheaded, sensible, reasonable and 
decent. And this is how she came to change 
her mind.” 

This story became famous 


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day:

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ 

There are 7 qualities that 

1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

problem there is – even if it may seem impossible.

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.


  נפש יקרה ועדינה 

  ל''ז 
  א"מעיר נירעדהאז יע

  ע מבריד
  גאלדענבערג

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period 
of time define her life. Although she lost most of her family 
she claimed that 
unique knack of making everyone who encountered her feel 
like they were the most important loved person. Her 
inimitable smile never left her face. 

She transmitted a strong value system stressing 
Hashem and Tzadd
her chiyus and she conveyed that 
her. In her eighty
who had an untoward word or adverse feelings about her. She 
loved her family deeply and im
her family and may she be a constant 

נקיה וטהורה היוצר וצר � היא הודה היא הדרה 
ק תמלי! טוב בעד "לפ ח"תשעשנת ) ערב חנוכה

'ה'ב'צ'נ'ותקי� לתחיה לק! הימי� מהרה ת
Noach / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

she looked into your face, the radiance of 
ched her soul, and this woman, 

who was formerly irrational, unreasonable, 
foolish and absurd, now became 
levelheaded, sensible, reasonable and 
decent. And this is how she came to change 

This story became famous 

throughout the Jewish community of
Montreal, and also among the family of Rav 
Shkop. The story is still told today by 
members of the family of Rav Zelig Epstein 
and other grandchildren and great
grandchildren of Rav Shkop. 

www.rebbestories.blogspot.com/2011/02/rav

 

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him:

is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

even if it may seem impossible. 

what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 


נפש יקרה ועדינה ,  אמנו החשובהלזכר נשמת 
 זיסלובעלת מדות טובות  מרת ' אשה יראת ה

מעיר נירעדהאז יע ד"ה הי"ע �"מאיר זאב הכה� כה "ה מו"בת הרה
ע מבריד"ק רבי אהר� צבי טערקלטויב זי"ונכדת הרה
גאלדענבערג ה"ע אברה� חיי�ה "ח מו"אשת הרה

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period 
of time define her life. Although she lost most of her family 
she claimed that Hashem gave her an amazing life. She had a 
unique knack of making everyone who encountered her feel 
like they were the most important loved person. Her 
inimitable smile never left her face.  

She transmitted a strong value system stressing Emunas 
Tzaddikim. Her love for stories of tzaddikim 

and she conveyed that chizuk to anyone who met 
her. In her eighty-nine years of life, there wasn’t one person 
who had an untoward word or adverse feelings about her. She 
loved her family deeply and immensely. May Hashem console 
her family and may she be a constant melitza yeshura, אמ�. 

היא הודה היא הדרה , לכל משפחתה )והתנהגה כאשה כשרה(בדר	 המסורה 
ערב חנוכה( כסלולחודש  ד"כביו�  ט בת תשעי� שנה"נפטרה בש

ותקי� לתחיה לק! הימי� מהרה ת  משפחתה היקרה

throughout the Jewish community of 
Montreal, and also among the family of Rav 
Shkop. The story is still told today by 
members of the family of Rav Zelig Epstein 
and other grandchildren and great-
grandchildren of Rav Shkop.  

www.rebbestories.blogspot.com/2011/02/rav-shimon-shkop-in-

montreal.html 

the Gate of Trust 

has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

who controls everything 

loving kindness more 



She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period 
of time define her life. Although she lost most of her family - 

gave her an amazing life. She had a 
unique knack of making everyone who encountered her feel 
like they were the most important loved person. Her 

Emunas 
 gave 

to anyone who met 
nine years of life, there wasn’t one person 

who had an untoward word or adverse feelings about her. She 
console 
 

בדר	 המסורה ) מתו	 אמונה טהורה(
נפטרה בש )וקיבלה הגזירה(צורה 
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