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That dwells with them — pn'x pIwUn

A great Rabbi once went out into the street one Shabbos, and he
saw a teenager who he knew to be upstanding, but to his great
dismay, the boy got in with some bad friends and Rachmana litzlan
he discarded the yoke of Torah and mitzvos and now he found the
boy sitting in the street with his friends smoking cigarettes. The
Rabbi, since he knew the boy, approached him and after greeting
him with Shabbat Shalom, said to him, ‘You should know that in
Heaven they are holding you accountable for neglecting the Torah
[bitul Torah] that you are doing now!” The boy laughed and said,
‘Rebbe, perhaps you do not see well, | am smoking on Shabbos and
you are talking about neglecting Torah?!” The Rav replied, ‘True, to
my disappointment | see quite well, but you should know that aside
from desecrating Shabbos in public, they are also holding you
accountable for neglecting Torah now!” The words entered the
heart of the boy and he did not leave him alone until he improved
himself.
'DNIXNIV )N DN'R PIYA TVIN 7nX7 Ny I' — ‘And so shall he
do for the Tent of Meeting that dwells with them amid their
impurity’ (16:16). Rashi explains: Even though they are impure, the
Shechina is among them. This is encouragement for every Jew. The
nature of the yetzer is to entice the person to sin, and then it
convinces him that HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not want him
anymore, chas v’shalom, and this is a great fallacy. HaKadosh
Baruch Hu is constantly found in every Jew wherever he might be,
even if chas v’shalom, he has fallen to very low places, he must
know that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is there with him and this is what
Rashi HaKadosh tells us: ‘Even though they are impure, the
Shechina is among them.”
True, the feeling that it is possible that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is not
found with me is caused by the barriers that a person puts up since
every sin a person transgresses constructs a barrier that separates
between him and HaKadosh Baruch Hu, therefore, he feels and
thinks that he is distant, he thinks he is exiled from the King's
palace. But this is not true, Israel is called ‘banim’ — ‘children’ as it
states 'Dd'7I7X 'n7 DNX D12' - ‘You are children to Hashem, your
G-d’ (Devorim 14:1) and a father never exiles his son even if he sins
against him. The moment a Jew repents, the barriers are removed
and then he sees that the bond with the Creator is eternal and is
never broken, not even ‘amid their impurity’.
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'The essence of the stories'- '"n'wyna a0’
We know from Tzaddikim that the very telling of stories of
Tzaddikim brings down good influences and salvations. Therefore,
Chassidim and men of deeds were accustomed to tell stories of
Tzaddikim to work salvations and to arouse the merits that were in
those days and apply it to modern times. There were Tzaddikim
who knew how to apply stories to every situation, the perfect
story that would bring salvation to that particular tribulation. The
three stories that are usually told before Pesach, Tzaddikim have
revealed to us the propitiousness and the power to extend
parnasah with abundance for the holiday needs.
After an introduction like this, | must relate a story that happened
to my good friend:
My friend called me to remind me to tell the three famous stories
on the yahrzeit of R’ Elimelech of Lizensk knowing that whoever
tells them will make Pesach with abundance.
He also called me to remind me to tell the stories on Shabbos
HaChodesh since there is a tradition to tell them then as well.
Since | know that his situation is not simple, | asked him to join me
after Pesach to see how things went and what salvation came
about because of the stories.
Before Rosh Chodesh Nissan that friend called me and told me
this:
“A relative of mine came from overseas to Israel for Pesach. My
wife and | discussed about inviting them for the Seder so that that
they could have the proper atmosphere for the holiday. The next
day | took out my cell phone to call them, when just then my
phone rang in my hand and on the other end was the relative.
Before | could say a word, he asked on behalf of his wife if there
was any chance that they could come to us on Seder night so that
they would have the holiday atmosphere. | was very pleased, and |
replied that | was just about to call them to invite them, but he did
not give me a chance to speak and he said: “I will cover all
expenses for the holiday, | am depositing in your bank account
enough to cover all the expenses for the holiday in abundance!!!”
He continued to thank us and he did not let me refuse. The next
day there were 10,000 shekel in my bank account, enough to make
Pesach and then somel!!!
My friend was excited and even | saw the beneficence, and his
relative was pleased for the simple faith and the salvation that
came about. | got his permission to send the story to Tiv
HaHashgacha since we decided that the story should be publicized.
.ND
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Dealing with the challenge

TREE 2%

In this parsha, the Torah details the illicit relations (18:6-30) and
amazingly, this is the exact reading that we read on the most holy
day of Yom Kippur. When we get to this reading everyone wonders
why a reading that testifies about man when he is at such a low
level and wallowing in sin, is read when the person feels elevated.
He has already confessed his sins several times, and after he has
purified himself by fasting and crying for his sins and at this point,
he only wants to gaze at the glow of Hashem. It is just now that he
is confronted by matters that apply to the lesser ones of the nation.
Would it not have been more fitting to read something at this point
that would encourage the person with awe and love for his Creator
while he feels elevated, and to be happy with what he has, to be a
servant of the King of the World, and not to mention things that
would bring one down on Yom Kippur?
Perhaps this comes to teach the person that is aroused to do
Teshuva that even though at this moment he regrets his sins, and
the light of the holy day causes these sins to be detestable to him,
and it seems to him that he will not sin with them again, he must
know that on most days these negative deeds can entice him.
Therefore, even now when he accepts the yoke of the Kingdom of
Heaven on him, he cannot simply negate the yetzer that wants to
kill him because of his sins. If a person is not reminded about the
difficult times when he is doing Teshuva, then perhaps his Teshuva
is not a real Teshuva. Perhaps his whole elevated feeling is because
of where he is standing at the moment, at an elevated level, but
really, he does not want to accept the yoke of the Kingdom of
Heaven in every situation. Even though he expressly states that he
is accepting a complete repentance and he will no longer sin,
perhaps if he would be reminded of the challenge that he was
confronted with he would accept this upon himself. Therefore, we
remind the person that there are other tests and situations and not
all times are the same. If he wants to do proper Teshuva, it is
incumbent on him to accept that in every situation he will not stray
from the will of HaKadosh Baruch Hu,
On the other hand, we want to encourage the person that when he
remembers the problematic challenges, since he is at an elevated
state, he will think to himself, ‘Who would want to transgress these
severe sins? How is it possible for a person to sink so low?’ He will
also wonder, why the Torah felt the need to warn about these
situations? Any person who is at an elevated level can wonder, how
is it possible to stumble with these degrading challenges? Then he
will remember that he too stood facing other degrading challenges
which were difficult for him to overcome and while standing in his
elevated position he will wonder why he could not overcome those
seemingly insignificant challenges. At this moment he will realize
that these challenges had no substance. They were just the
enticements of the yetzer telling that there was significance to
these confrontations. Therefore, now, when Heaven is not testing
him, he realizes that these enticements were foolish and evil
spirited. He will get encouragement from this for the future since
he now realizes that it was the yetzer within him filling him with a
spirit of nonsense. That moment will be a sign for him as how to
proceed, so that should he stumble again and e will have to deal
with the difficult and bitter challenge, he will remember those
moments when he thought that there is no substance to these
enticements and this will help him overcome the challenges.

These things have to be a beacon of light for him all year long.

Sometimes a person senses that he is at a higher level, it is then that
he must realize that it is impossible to know what the day will bring.
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Even though now, it seems to him that he will never stumble, it is
possible that a day might come, and he will do something without
thinking about the severity of what he is doing. Therefore, now,
when he is still at a higher level, it behooves him to prepare himself
for the day when he might stumble, by thinking how negative and
foolish that act might be. Then, when he is faced with that challenge,
he will remember the good days when he prepared himself and that
there is no substance to these enticements, and then he can
overpower his yetzer.

Even when the person finds himself in a low place, and he has not
yet earned great stature, and he still does not know that the difficult
challenge is nothing, he must realize that the challenge is
momentary, temporary. This awareness will also help him overcome
it.

HaRav HaKadosh of Kovrin zy”a would similarly expound the
following posuk (Shemos 16:6) yIxn DdNX X'XIN ‘N D DNYTI QW'
"N TI2> NX DRI RIAL DX - ‘In the evening, you will know that
Hashem took you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you
will see the glory of Hashem’. ‘Evening’, when a person is in the
category of evening, when he is smallminded. The result will be that
the yetzer will find an opening in his heart to entice him to
transgress the word of Hashem. It will seem to the person that he
cannot overcome his yetzer. Then the advice is ‘you will know that
Hashem took you out of the land of Egypt’, that is, do not think that
you cannot succeed, for there were times when we were subjugated
to Pharaoh in Egypt and it seemed to us that we would not be able
to stand up to him. It was well known that due to the power of their
magic no one was able to flee from there. It never entered anyone’s
mind that in a matter of days the power of the Egyptians would be
dissolved, and everyone would realize that there was no substance
to the encrustations of their uncleanliness. But HaKadosh Baruch Hu,
with His abundant mercy, ultimately demonstrated that there was
no substance to their encrustations. When the time came, all the
strange spirits dissipated, and Israel merited to be redeemed.
Similarly, it is incumbent on the person to know that just as it was
then, so it is now. If it seems to him that there is substance to these
swirling spirits of evil, his spirit should not fall, and he should not
think that he is not able to overcome his yetzer since he does not see
a way. He must realize that the truth of the matter is that there is
nothing of substance here and it is only here now to test him.
Therefore, all he has to do is strengthen his resolve until Heaven has
mercy on him and then it will be proven that this was just an illusion.
Similarly, when a person is elevated and is in the category of
‘morning’, then, when his mind is clear, and he realizes that there is
no substance to the winds that the yetzer is stirring, then, ‘you will
see the glory of Hashem’, that is, then it is incumbent on the person
to know that it is forbidden to rely on himself until the day of his
death, for this is only in the category of ‘the glory of Hashem’ which
is the kindnesses of the Omnipresent, Baruch Hu, Who protects him
from the snares of the yetzer. But he must realize that he lives in the
mundane world and it is quite possible that in time he will stumble
into one of these traps and the spirit of the yetzer will confront him
with a difficult challenge. Therefore, it is incumbent on him to know
now, when he is at a higher level and he recognizes the deceits of
the yetzer and already knows that they are only nonsense and evil
spirited, then he will be able to withstand the difficult times. He will
have the wherewithal to stand against it.

Hashem Yisbarach should help us that we not stumble with the traps
of the yetzer, and we should merit to innocently go in the paths of
Hashem Yisbarach.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Acharei - Kedoshim 5775
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

Shvilei
Pinches

Nadav and Avihu Sacrificed Their Lives in Place of Their Father Aharon
Who Yearned to Atone for the Cheit HaEigel

In this week’s parsha, parshas Acharei, we read (Vayikra 16,
1): 'm K1 .01 ' 22 aNaTPs 1NN 213 0w N1 NR nwn YR e
213 bR no1ab nvan wipn BN Ny Y93 8120 YNT NN 1NN DR 927 wn DR
X 171K R127 ANTI .0T180R DY 1INAN 1Aps 05 A K1 1N DY WK namest
“m71p' 92R1 nRYNY A3 13 103 wripn—Hashem spoke to Moshe after
the death of Aharon’s two sons, when they approached before
Hashem, and they died. And Hashem said to Moshe: Speak
to Aharon, your brother—he may not come at all times into
the Sanctuary, within the “parochet” (curtain), in front of the
“kaporet” (cover) that is upon the “aron,” and he will not die;
for with a cloud I appear upon the “kaporet.” With this shall
Aharon come into the Sanctuary—with a bull, a young male of
cattle, for a “chatat” and a ram for an “olah.”

Rashi comments on the juxtaposition of the death of Aharon’s two
sons and HKB"H’s warning to Aharon: man wipn o8 ny 7o3 K129 URY
“nomaY-- he may not come at all times into the Sanctuary, within the
“parochet.” Based on the Toras Kohanim, Rashi explains that Aharon
was prohibited from entering the Kodesh HaKodashim throughout the
year with the exception of Yom HaKippurim; so that he would not die
as his two sons did—in their attempt to offer the “ketores” (incense) in
the Kodesh HaKodashim. Here are the words of Rashi:

TYOR 231 1190, TN R, 1A 7NN 23 22w N1 N N e

2owWn YRT I8 TaRA YR 1Y 9nR K11 RN ooy vy Swn e ety 12

nAY 9975 NN XYW ,anua 25wn N1, I8 YoRN YR 1Y 91K 90N K3 ,an0a
LJIIR 223 1 N1 NN AN 799, TIWNAE 1R AR 1At e aioa

L1713 1NRY 71T N1t KDY ,R120 DN AN TN UN 93T wn DN T anasn

8171 221y TRy BY OW [N YR TORN 95, NN 1293 70 N1 K1 R ORY ,11RY K1

13 BR %5 K127 RY 1W9THT 1018 1511 K135 Do KW 90 0w sneow Ay
.“m718%511 B1va NAuph

What is the Torah teaching us? Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah
provides a parable. It is comparable to a sick person who is
visited by a doctor. He instructs him not to eat cold food and
not to lie in a damp, chilly place. Another doctor comes and
says to him, “Do not eat cold food, and do not lie in a damp,
chilly place, so that you will not die like so-and-so died.” This

one roused him more than the first. Therefore, the passuk
states: “After the death of Aharon’s two sons.”

“And Hashem said to Moshe: Speak to Aharon, your
brother—he may not come . . .” so that he will not die the
way that his sons died. For, if he comes, he will die. For, I
always appear there with My pillar of cloud; and because the
revelation of My Shechinah is there, he should take care not
to come there regularly. This is the simple interpretation of
the passuk. According to the Midrashic interpretation, the
passuk informs us that he may not come into the Sanctuary
except with the cloud of the “ketores” on Yom HaKippurim.

Let us present several perplexing issues which are worth
reconciling. Why did HKB”H admonish Aharon not to enter the
Kodesh HaKodashim, so that he would not die in the manner that
his sons died? Most certainly, even if his sons hadn’t died, Aharon—
the holy and pure Kohen Gadol—would have heeded HKB”H'’s
warning to the letter of the law: “wmipn HR ny H52 8122 YR7"-- he may
not come at all times into the Sanctuary. So, why was it necessary
for HKB”H to add the fact that he shouldn’t die like his sons did?

Additionally, the passuk states: “1mR "3 »aw nm »nR”"—after the
death of Aharon’s two sons. It does notidentify them as Nadav and
Avihu. In fact, the Zohar hakadosh (Acharei 56b) notes this oddity:
RRPY OR? Y YR RITPERT 271 A1 MK TRR Y01 27,10 13 2 N1 R
“qm maa P RN a3 uw—the passuk should have mentioned
their names; we know that Nadav and Avihu were his sons.

They Approached Hashem
and Died a Sudden Painless Death

Let us begin our inquiry by presenting the commentary of the
Ohr HaChaim hakadosh regarding the words: “After the death of
Aharon’s two sons, when they approached before Hashem, and
they died.” He explains that they come to teach us that Aharon’s
two sons died, because they got too close to Hashem; their lives
expired due to their extreme devotion, consistent with the notion
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of (Shir HaShirim 5, 6): “ma73 nRx» »wa’—my soul departed at
His decree! Here are his holy words of inspiration:

WA i A Bnanpa RING T Ty anenw pnntn Tt awny o et

DUR! A3W PR IO RN, 1187 W nana ey 1IN e 1mapnw

DOPIIENY NI WAARTY NN mprren Y5 nnonb oot onomam .ovpesn
/119285 BNaTpa 1IN R, AT 129701 B 19N, 85 naapnn et

TR DAY DRI AR ANYAT SNST M7 KT MBTING NN 1IN

MIPPWR NIZEM AT MY MY NIEYSTY 319P AR KY BNvha B

/137 AZT WA KT, AANIDN 051 PR 1T PR3 B Bwl mivs Ty npenn
MBWAT YW NIPWS AW KD1,1305 251 K1 WENT 1 28n KD

He explains that this is the concept of the “divine kiss” by which the
tzaddikim die—“misas neshikah.” There is one difference, however;
in general, the kiss approaches them (the tzaddikim); in this instance,
they approached Hashem, as indicated by the passuk.

The Ohr HaChaim teaches us an important principle regarding
the deaths of Nadav and Avihu. Not only did their lives expire
due to their extreme closeness and devotion to Hashem, but they
sacrificed their lives willingly for the sake of “kedushas Hashem.”
We must endeavor to explain why Nadav and Avihu saw fit to
sacrifice their lives for the purpose of sanctifying the holy name
on the day of the inauguration of the Mishkan.

Furthermore, we must attempt to reconcile the Ohr HaChaim’s
incredible explanation—that their lives expired by virtue of a
“divine kiss”"—with the Torah’s explicit statement that they died,
because they offered an alien fire—“aish zarah”--without being
instructed to do so. For, it states in parshas Shemini (Vayikra 10,
1): nmop by mOwn WR 13 1200 NN IR RIDART 372 10K 213 e
NI MR TONAT T AR WN RYAT, BN M RS TON 19T WK e 1ampn
“= s1s5—the sons of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, each took his
fire-pan (“machtah”), they put fire in them and placed incense
upon it; and they brought before Hashem an alien fire that
He had not commanded them. A fire came forth from before
Hashem and consumed them, and they died before Hashem.

Additionally, we find another dimension regarding the extreme
kedushah of Nadav and Avihu. In parshas Shemini, immediately after
their deaths, Moshe reveals to Aharon (ibid. 3): 811198 OX 1w a8
“UMTIR BT TR BT 73 718 YY1 wIpN 231pa 1Ry 113 awk—Moshe said
to Aharon: Ofthis did Hashem speak, saying: “I will be sanctified
through those who are close to Me, and I will be honored before
the entire people”; and Aharon fell silent. Rashi comments:

WP YR 13 R SNy (-1 M) 1377 19951, 1181 18T TR R
P13 PTIT MK TN IINY 7wn 1Y 9nK 2781503 RYN 11303 pn DR 11ans
BT N FIRTT WY T3 IR U3 IR 7130 N, 21pn YW ppTna nuan wrpny

Shvilei Pinches

N0 QOPTND 1T WY napnws ,TanR opn o vaa byt . qnnt sann ot
NT12 (19-110 29910) ARIN K1 191,000 19w U T9Na 10 BN obpnnt ahynm
Swipan ROR TwTTRn XIpn o8 S TWTPRRn DPYN

“Of this did Hashem speak . ..” Where did He speak? “I
shall meet there with Bnei Yisrael, and it shall be sanctified
through My honor.” Do not read this word as *11253—through
My honor—but rather as »*1a19n3—through My honored ones.
Moshe said to Aharon, “Aharon my brother, I knew that the
House would become sanctified through those intimate with
the Omnipresent. I was under the impression that it would
be either through me or through you. Now I see that they are
greater than me and you ... “and I will be honored before the
entire people”: When HKB”H carries out judgment against the
tzaddikim, He is feared and exalted and lauded; if it is so with
these, it is all the more so with the wicked. Thus it says: “G-d is
feared from Your Sanctuary.” Do not read 7v7pnn—from Your
Sanctuary—but rather 1wripan—from Your sanctified ones.

This teaches us an amazing fact. From the very onset, even
before the Mishkan was erected, HKB”H chose Nadav and Avihu
to sanctify His name via their deaths on that momentous occasion.
Conveying this point, HKB”H said to Moshe: “I shall meet there
with Bnei Yisrael, and it shall be sanctified through My honor.”
In other words, on the day that My Shechinah descends upon the
Mishkan, I will be sanctified through My honored ones—who will
die for the sake of “kedushas Hashem.” Moshe Rabeinu thought
that He was referring to himself or to Aharon. When he realized
that HKB”H chose Nadav and Avihu for this purpose, he concluded:
“Now I see that they are greater than me and you.”

Thus, we are presented with a confusing contradiction with
regards to the characters of Nadav and Avihu. On the one hand, as
attested to by Moshe Rabeinu, they were greater than Moshe and
Aharon. After all, HKB”H chose them to sanctify His name. This
coincides beautifully with the Ohr HaChaim’s notion that they died
by means of a “divine kiss”: “mmm» it 2185 mnaapa”’—as they drew
near to Hashem, they died. On the other hand, the Torah attests
to the fact that they offered an alien fire without being commanded
to do so by Hashem.

The Sons of Aharon Only Died
because They Taught a Halachah
in the Presence of Their Teacher Moshe

Iwould like to propose a solution to this perplexing riddle based
on the divergent viewpoints we find in the Midrash concerning the
sin of Nadav and Avihu, resulting in their unusual death. The divine
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Tanna, Rabbi Eliezer the great, teaches us a tremendous chiddush.
The only reason they died was because they taught a halachah in
the presence of their teacher, Moshe—as we have learned in the
Gemara (Yoma 53a): 1w Yy KON 1978 23 1 KD ,AmIR oo 0a”
AN M1 DY W TR 1IN 213 12027 (T-K KAPUY) Wi 0K\ 130 wn na e
“agrrTn 1 RIS IR, DR 1A Nt wrnw 'a Yy—Rabbi Eliezer says:
The sons of Aharon died only because they rendered a legal
decision (halachah) in the presence of Moshe, their teacher.
What did they expound? It states: “The sons of Aharon shall
place a fire on the mizbeiach.” They inferred from this passuk
that even though the fire comes down from heaven, there is a
mitzvah to bring fire from ordinary sources. Rashi explains:
“Even though they pronounced the correct ruling, they were
punished for not obtaining permission.” According to Rashi,
Nadav and Avihu ruled correctly; nevertheless, it was considered a
sin, because they did so in the presence of their teacher, Moshe.

At this point, we should make one point clear to avoid a
misconception. We should not think that every time they sacrificed
korbanos fire came down from the heavens. The Torah teaches us
that on the inaugural day of the Mishkan, in the times of Moshe, a
fire descended from above onto the copper mizbeiach (Vayikra 9,
24): “moabmm Ry iy Nk namn 'y Yoxnt ' aabn wr xent'-- a fire went
forth from before Hashem and consumed upon the mizbeiach
the olah and the fats. That fire remained on the mizbeiach
until the times of Shlomo HaMelech. Then the fire moved to the
stone mizbeiach in the Beis HaMikdash.
Menasheh the King of Yehudah removed the fire.

It remained there until

The source for this information is found in the Gemara
(Zevachim 61b): mam Hyn npbno: RY nwn M3 omwnt m 1w wr”
WA RAW 1Y pYRTa XY by ona mTw wRT,nbY cnta XN nwiran
“amyvo1—the fire that descended from heaven in the times of
Moshe did not depart from the copper mizbeiach until the
times of Shlomo; and the fire that descended in the times of
Shlomo did not depart until Menasheh came and removed
it. Rashi explains: praa1ansva 1y a1 myvan nywaw apyno: RY”
“maw WYY 001aN et own apnoaw by vna RYN npna tnik—it
did not depart”: During the journeys (in the midbar), they
covered it with a copper pot and left it in its place. “Until the
times of Shlomo”: It departed that location and moved to the
stone mizbeiach that Shlomo built.

Hence, Nadav and Avihu inferred from the passuk: 17 2223 12m21”
“marmn By wx man—that even though fire descended from heaven
on the day of the inauguration of the Mishkan and remained their
constantly; “wrmn m Reanb mxn’—it is a mitzvah to bring fire

from ordinary sources. From Rashi it is evident that Nadav

Shvilei Pincles

and Avihu inferred correctly. So, when the Torah states that they
offered: “mnmIN Mg XY 2wR 1 wR'—it means that they were not
instructed by Moshe to bring that fire; rather, they rendered the
ruling themselves in the presence of their teacher. Therefore, the
Torah describes it as: “tmtwx’—an alien fire.

In fact, this explanation presents two difficulties. Firstly, there
is the question posed by the Maharsha on Rabbi Eliezer’s question
in the Gemara (Eiruvin 63a). How can it be suggested that they
rendered a halachic decision regarding an issue that is stated
explicitly in the Torah: “maran by wX 1mon 1R 223 umar’--the sons
of Aharon shall place a fire on the mizbeiach. Furthermore,
according to the Gemara (Eiruvin 54a), Moshe Rabeinu taught
Aharon and his sons the entire Torah several times. That being
the case, how can we claim that they taught a halachah in the
presence of Moshe, when they were merely fulfilling a directive
stated explicitly in the Torah?

Secondly, there is the question posed by Tosafos (ibid.). The
passuk in question: “marmn by wx ot 1R 23 umv is stated in
relation to the korbanos sacrificed by the kohanim on the outer,
copper mizbeiach. There the fire came down from heaven to
consume the korbanos, as it states (Vayikra 9, 24): "r1»aYn wx xen1’
“aman Yy a1 111701 oyn B K171 2oabnn IR aYn NN namn by Yavm—a
fire went forth from before Hashem and consumed upon the
mizbeiach the olah and the fats; the people saw and they
praised and fell upon their faces. Regarding those offerings, it
states that even though fire descended from above, it was still a
mitzvah to bring fire from a human source.

Now, in Torat Kohanim, we are taught that Nadav and Avihu
entered the Kodesh HaKodashim to burn the “ketores.” Hence,
HKB”H warns Aharon in this week’s parsha not to enter the
Kodesh HaKodashim as his sons did throughout the year except
on Yom HaKippurim. This fact can also be deduced from the
statement in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 52a): wxx» wx bw puin 2w’
D 1MYINa QAT T DY 10INa DY 101011, ¥aaRY 1P R W nvan
“@1omw1 mr—two strands of fire emerged from the chamber of
the Kodesh HaKodashim and split into four; two entered this
one’s nostrils and two entered this one’s nostrils; and they
consumed them.

So, how is it possible to claim that they entered the Kodesh
HaKodashim to offer the “ketores,” because they expounded on the
passuk: ,mmwit 1 N7 wRAw 8 Yy Ax natmn Yy WK 1nem 1N 2
“gremt 1 8oy men? This passuk and exposition do not pertain
to the Kodesh HaKodashim; the heavenly fire only descended to
consume the korbanos offered on the outer mizbeiach. These
questions are left unanswered, requiring further investigation.
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Nadav and Avihu Were Consumed as a
Form of Inauguration of the Sacrificial Service

[ was struck by a wonderful idea which I would like to offer up
on the royal table. First, let us provide the simple interpretation of
Moshe’s statement to Aharon after the deaths of Nadav and Avihu: 1"
“qa98 DY Yo van BT wpN 2a1pa ARy 1 931 awr-- of this did Hashem
speak, saying: “I will be sanctified through those who are close to
Me, and I will be honored before the entire people.” As mentioned
above, Rashi comments: ,99pnmt i ynm K900 Dopeea 197 1wy napnes”
“@Upwna 1ow 95 19R3 19 ax-- when HKB”H carries out judgment against
the tzaddikim, He is feared and exalted and lauded; if it is so
with these, it is all the more so with the wicked. It behooves us to
understand why HKB”H, the King of Kings, chose to sanctify His name
in this dramatic fashion--“wpx »21vpa“, through those close to Him—
specifically on the day of the inauguration of the Mishkan—the day on
which He rested His Shechinah on the Mishkan.

It is well-known that the purpose of building the Mishkan was
so that Yisrael could offer korbanos there, as the Rambam writes
(Hilchos Beis HaBechirah 1, 1): nvnY 19m 'n% noa mwyy nwy nien”
5 1YY (-1 N1MAY) TRRIY MW DMya wiTw 1UR PAAI, 1297 13 D2apn
Sy vaY MU 108N W WY 1w 1IN Waana 1851, Wi

Furthermore, we are familiar with the Ramban’s opinion
(Vayikra 1, 9) that the reason HKB”"H commanded the sinner to
bring a korban as his form of atonement was: 1mwys gx 2w 12"
TOM K1Y 1393 W 11T 9w 1Y 2IRAT, W31 1813 PPYRY Ko 0 mOR b
MWK, WD AR Wa1 1T ARA 1T KT 13770 19001, 11180 ke nphw X1t
S9maR swRa 1 139pn 1Rk While doing all of these things, the
person should recognize that he has sinned against his G-d in
body and soul, and it would have been fitting for his blood to
have been spilled and his body to have been burned—were it
not for the chesed of the Creator, Who accepted a substitute
from him. The korban provides atonement by providing its
blood in place of his blood, its life in place of his life and the
sacrificial animal’s major limbs in place of his major limbs.

According to this understanding, HKB”H willingly accepts the
sinner’s offering only on the condition that he performs teshuvah for
his transgressions. He must truly believe that he deserved to have
his own blood spilled, were it not for HKB”H’s mercy and kindness
to accept the sacrificial animal as his substitute. David HaMelech
expresses this fact as follows (Tehillim 51, 18): manx1 rar yiann K5 »2”
“mran RS DUPYN 19731 9awa 2 Haws m1n 2epoR nar nean XY asiy—for
You do not desire a sacrifice, else I would give it; an olah You
do not want. The sacrifices G-d desires are a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O G-d, You will not despise.

Shvilei Pinches

We can now appreciate why HKB”H chose to sanctify His name
specifically on the inaugural day of the Mishkan with the deaths
of Nadav and Avihu, as an example of: =y 75 18 Hy1 wrpK *219p2”
“1338. He did not want Yisrael to erroneously think that now that
the Mishkan was erected, they need not fear punishment from
HKB”H for their transgressions any longer; for, they could now
bring a korban to atone for their sins. Therefore, HKB”H arranged
to have His name sanctified by exacting judgment from tzaddikim,
such as Nadav and Avihu. In this manner, Yisrael would learn that:
“If it is so with these, it is all the more so with the wicked.”

Aharon Yearned to Sacrifice His Life
to Atone for the Cheit HaEigel

Continuing on along this exalted path, let us endeavor to explain
the deaths of Nadav and Avihu in greater depth. We know that
Aharon HaKohen chose to make the eigel for the people rather than
sacrificing his life for kedushas Hashem. Chur had already been
killed for refusing their request to make the eigel. Aharon figured
that if Yisrael killed him as well, there would be no hope of saving
Yisrael or remedying their transgressions. This is explained by the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 7a) elucidating the passuk (Shemos 32, 5):

,TTYTN 937 AR 127 93 7R3 937 AN LAIRT 3,10 1T 18 1IN R

D711, 7IM2 172PTD 7 172 RAW 1Y Raynw RY X 91K, 1185 mIaTw 21 R

201 ,BYIYY RNIPN 1Y XM NPT ,RE 1D ' WTPhag ann oR (9-2 19°K) 02
ETUNa RAIEN 1Y RO waR Dayy 1rayese

“Aharon saw and built a mizbeiach before him.” What did he
see? Rabbi Binyamin the son of Yefes said in the name of Rabbi
Elazar: He saw Chur slaughtered before him. He figured: If I do
not do as they wish, they will now do to me what they did to Chur,
and they will fulfill through me the words of the passuk (Eichah
2, 20): “Should a kohen and a navi be Kkilled in the Sanctuary of
Hashem.” As a consequence, there will never be a remedy for them;
therefore, itis preferable that they make an eigel—leaving open the
possibility that they will have a remedy by means of teshuvah.

This is explained at greater length in the Midrash (V.R. 10, 3).
It was for this reason that HKB”H chose to hand over the position
of Kohen Gadol to Aharon. The Midrash elucidates the following
passuk (Tehillim 45, 8): TpYx mopHN qrwn 19 9y ywa R1wn1 578 N2’
“mamm ew nw—You love righteousness and hate wickedness;
therefore, Elokim, your G-d, has anointed you with oil of joy
from among your peers.

(N-35 nmw) 19 198 I YR 19 YR twyn IR SN wyw yws”

TR RN 159 D N AN vy 1Ay 1 yaw RYw 1D, 0N 1wy o1y
STUYR T TR AR LN T 10 NN YR 115, 0N 1w ey o 1 1R
NpnRn oMYy 02Enm, 1T 2ARY IR D271 AR WY ,R22 MY IR AN 1A
1113 BN 177N 1N L1991 0 TR, REN 1D ' WTPaa A BN (5-3 199R) 2o
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0K . IRWE K1 7a I Y new avta, 1A N e N [Dayn Rl in
STTEOR BYEOR R 19 Sy, 1a%mn NN 23 AN PN 7R NanN, nRY 1hapn
AR ROR 1A 110 araa K Y Y 1waw Yonw 1o, 1Y R

When Yisrael performed that ignoble deed, they originally
approached Chur. When he refused their request, they attacked
him and killed him. Next, they approached Aharon, asking him
to make them a god. Hearing their request, Aharon became filled
with fear. He deliberated as to how to proceed. They had already
killed Chur, who was a prophet. If they now killed him, a kohen,
they would in effect be fulfilling the passuk (Eichah 2, 20): “Should
a kohen and a prophet be slain in the sanctuary of Hashem,”
they would be exiled immediately. If they build the “eigel,” they
will be held accountable for this despicable act; it is preferable
that I be held accountable and not Yisrael. HKB”H said to Aharon:
For attempting to vindicate My children (loving righteousness)
and not wishing to hold them accountable (hating wickedness),
your G-d anointed you. From the entire tribe of Levi, only you
will be chosen to fill the position of Kohen Gadol.

Thus, we have an explicit source indicating that Aharon was
indeed ready and willing to be slain for the sake of kedushas
Hashem, as Chur was. Yet, he prevented himself from doing so,
in order to save Yisrael from extermination, even though it meant
making the eigel. Now, in the aftermath of the cheit ha'eigel, Moshe
Rabeinu came down from the mountain and gathered together all
of shevet Levi. They took up their swords and killed every person
that had sinned with the eigel. Then Moshe prevailed upon Yisrael
to perform “teshuvah sheleimah”—total, sincere teshuvah. It is
reasonable to conjecture, with the utmost fear and love, that at
that point, Aharon yearned to sacrifice himself for the sake of
kedushas Hashem, to atone for his part in the cheit ha’eigel. For,
although his intent was I'shem shamayim—to spare Yisrael from
annihilation—nevertheless, his actions resulted in a tremendous
“chilul Hashem.” Furthermore, the Gemara states (Yoma 86a) that
there is no atonement for “chilul Hashem” until the day one dies.

This then is the significance of the passuk in parshas Shemini
(Vayikra 9, 7): nx1=nxum nx mwpt namn UR 299 1R R wn s
“@yn Tya1 77v2 7801 nvw—Moshe said to Aharon: Approach the
mizbeiach and offer your chatas and your olah and provide
atonement for yourself and for the people. Rashi comments:
Moshe instructs him to approach the mizbeiach, because Aharon
was embarrassed and afraid to approach. Moshe said to him,
“Why are you embarrassed? This is what you were selected
for” The Ramban explains that he was embarrassed and afraid to
approach, because his participation contributed to the making of the
eigel. We can suggest that this is the message Moshe was conveying to
Aharon: “namay9sy wia nns my’--“Why are you embarrassed? This
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is what you were selected for.” On the contrary, precisely because
you sacrificed yourself in order to save Yisrael from annihilation, you
were chosen to be the Kohen Gadol and to atone for Yisrael.

Nadav and Avihu Sacrificed Their Lives
in Place of Their Father Aharon

Now, let us accept the challenge and reconcile the difficulties
presented earlier. The Tanna Rabbi Eliezer said: NoX 1778 »23 10 X"
07y AR 3T Yy WR 17157 11NN 923 1021, W1 081,130 wn aaas s e by
‘gt Ry e maw 1 nTae wrtw-- The sons of Aharon died
only because they rendered a legal decision in the presence of
Moshe, their teacher. What did they expound? It states: “The
sons of Aharon shall place a fire on the mizbeiach.” They inferred
from this passuk that even though the fire comes down from
heaven, there is a mitzvah to bring fire from ordinary sources.
Recall that the Maharsha asks what halachah did they render in the
presence of their teacher, Moshe? The passuk specifically states that
the sons of Aharon must bring fire. We also presented the question
posed by the Tosafists. They note that the passuk in question deals
with the korbanos offered on the outer mizbeiach and not with the
burning of the incense in the Kodesh HaKodashim.

Based on what we have just discussed, let us propose an
explanation. Nadav and Avihu—who were as great as Moshe and
Aharon, according to Moshe Rabeinu’s own testimony—perceived
that their father Aharon yearned to sacrifice himself for the sake of
kedushas Hashem, in order to atone for his part in the making of the
eigel. They also perceived, as a result of their extreme kedushah,
that HKB”H did not wish him to actually sacrifice his life; He wanted
Aharon to serve Hashem with his entire being while alive in the
capacity of Kohen Gadol to atone for Yisrael. Therefore, they decided
to sacrifice their own lives in place of their father’s; they entered the
Kodesh HaKodashim to burn the ketores, even though they realized
that doing so was accompanied by great peril.

Yet, from where did they know that they were permitted to
take their father’s place and sacrifice their own lives in Aharon’s
stead? This is the allusion Rabbi Eliezer cleverly provides us with:
“q21 mwn v103 noYR 1Y By KUK 10K 23 1 RY"—in other words, they
rendered a halachah in the presence of their teacher, Moshe; they
deduced something that Moshe had not revealed to them.

Rabbi Eliezer goes on to explain that they revealed that they were
entitled to sacrifice their own lives in place of Aharon’s: w7 *xn”
AEYRWIT 1A NI WRMY 22 YUY AR 1S DY W 15N 10N 213 1R RoanY 1ien
“gram In other words, Nadav and Avihu ascertained through their
immense kedushah that when HKB”H said to Moshe: 1771R 13 nana
“mamn Yy wx on--the sons of Aharon shall place a fire on the
mizbeiach—HKB"H was actually alluding to the fact that the sons of
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Aharon themselves should sacrifice their own lives in place of Aharon;
they should be consumed by fire in order to sanctify Hashem.

This, in fact, was their elucidation: “mmws 11 nTa1 WNW 29 IN"—
even though fire descends from the heavens to consume the korbanos
on the mizbeiach; “wrm m Roam men’—nevertheless, they should
also sacrifice themselves on the fire to be consumed as atonement
for the cheit ha'eigel. Seeing as they ascertained this interpretation
on their own—i.e. they did not receive this interpretation from their
teacher, Moshe—it was considered as if they rendered a halachah in
the presence of their teacher.

Now, when the passuk states: i &7 WK 1 wx 't 285 1=2mp”
“amk-- and they brought before Hashem an alien fire that He had
not commanded them explicitly to bring. For, in general, HKB"H
does not desire human sacrifice; He desires that we bring korbanos
from animals. Yet, they performed this deed in the category of “eino
mitzuveh v'oseh”—one who performs a mitzvah without being
commanded to do so. For, they perceived that this was the will
of HKB”H, as alluded to by His statement: Yy wx 1m15m 1978 223 1amav”
“mamr--the sons of Aharon shall place a fire on the mizbeiach.

According to this interpretation, it turns out that from the
perspective of the entire nation of Yisrael, it appeared as if
they had rendered a halachic decision in the presence of their
teacher—when they burned incense in the Kodesh HaKodashim.
Because fire emanated from Hashem and consumed them, the
name of Heaven was sanctified due to their act, a fulfillment of
the words: “w1px *a1mpa”—through those close to Me, I will be
sanctified. This stirred Yisrael and made them realize that if the
tall and mighty are punished so severely how much more so would
HKB”H punish them if they transgressed his precepts. In truth,
however, Nadav and Avihu were holy and pure men who sacrificed
their lives for the sake of kedushas Hashem, in place of their father
Aharon. This enabled Aharon to dedicate the rest of his life to
sanctifying Hashem in the capacity of the Kohen Gadol.

All of Yisrael Will Mourn the Conflagration
because They Caused It with the Cheit HaEigel

Based on what we have learned, we can now appreciate the
significance of Moshe’s declaration regarding the deaths of Nadav
and Avihu (Vayikra 10, 6): “mn 57w 2w na7wn nX 1920 HRw a2 bo'—
the entire House of Yisrael will lament the conflagration that
Hashem ignited. As explained, Nadav and Avihu were consumed
by fire, because they sacrificed their lives for the sake of kedushas
Hashem in place of their father Aharon; this enabled him to serve
as Kohen Gadol. Therefore, the entire nation of Yisrael that forced
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Aharon to make the eigel, and thereby ultimately caused the deaths of
Nadav and Avihu, mourned the conflagration ignited by Hashem.

This now sheds light for us on the following pesukim in this
week’s parsha: “1amR 13 2w nm N nwa YR 't a3, here HKB”H
refers to them specifically as: “;amx 223 22¢”—Aharon’s two sons—
rather than by their two names. He is teaching us that they died,
because they sacrificed their lives in place of their father, Aharon.
In this manner, they revealed their devotion to their father’s honor
as “;nx 213", HKB”H goes on to prove that they willingly sacrificed
their own lives in place of Aharon: “inm»’n 8% anaapa”"—for they
merited a gentle death by “divine kiss” due to their closeness to
Hashem—as explained by the Ohr HaChaim hakadosh.

Therefore, HKB”H sees fit to warn Aharon: YX =27 mwnbR i aaNe”
1R SY AWK N91857 28 YR N91aY nYan wTpn YR 0y o2 K120 UNT, PN 110N
“mmY 8v1—not to enter the Kodesh HaKodashim at any time he so
desired, so that he would not die. HKB”H was not warning Aharon
not to enter the Kodesh HaKodashim, so that he would not be
punished as his sons were; for, Aharon would have obeyed the will
of Hashem even without the threat or fear of punishment. Rather,
HKB”H was admonishing Aharon not to follow in the footsteps of
his sons—not to sacrifice his life for the sake of kedushas Hashem
by entering the Kodesh HaKodashim as they did. For, HKB”H did
not want him to die for the sake of kedushas Hashem; He wanted
Aharon to remain alive and serve Him as the Kohen Gadol.

According to this interpretation, HKB"H’s statement: &%
“mm»—and he will not die—is inseparable from His request that
Aharon not die in the manner that his sons died. For this reason,
HKB”H adds the following: nxumb 22 12 982 w11pn UX 1978 K137 N2
“m1y' Yax1—if Aharon truly desires to sacrifice his life, he should
do so by means of the sacrificial service. He should have in mind
that everything being done to the korban should in fact be done to
him; however, he should not actually sacrifice his own life.

Thus, we can conclude that Nadav and Avihu were truly holy
and pure men, who sacrificed their lives for the sake of kedushas
Hashem in place of their father, Aharon. It was not for naught that
Moshe described them as being greater than him and Aharon. Due
to their immense kedushah, they merited a special death; their
lives expired with a “divine kiss,” as the Ohr HaChaim explains
regarding the passuk: “im ’m 8% anaapa”. As to the statement
that they offered an alien fire which they were not commanded
to bring, this refers to the fact that they sacrificed themselves of
their own free will as those who are not commanded to perform a
mitzvah but choose to do so nonetheless.
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Rabbi Shmuel Gluck’s lecture about MAKING THE SED

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

hen Hashem instructs Klal Yisroel with regard to the laws
W of marriage and relations, he tells them not to act like

the Mitzri'im or Cana’anim. Rashi explains that these two
nations are mentioned because they are the worst of all the nations.
Rav Moshe Feinstein, in Derash Moshe, asks why the worst nations are
mentioned. Would it not have been a stronger call for modesty if Klal
Yisroel were told not to act even like the “better” nations?

Rav Moshe answers that it was not necessary to mention any of the
nation’s names, since the Aveiros were already listed. The purpose of
mentioning those two nations was to highlight how bad people can
become, if they do not take clear steps to protect themselves from doing
Aveiros.

How should people protect themselves? They need to create boundaries,

several steps prior to the actual sin. For example, people are not allowed
to kill. To avoid the temptation of murder, they should avoid being jealous
and taking revenge.To avoid the Aveiro of Arayos (immoral relationships),
people should avoid Yichud, men and women being alone in a room, and
in general, speaking to one another.

| speak to many people who ask me how Hashem can expect them to
keep their thoughts pure. | ask them back how many unmonitored hours
they have watched on a computer.The answer is always, "Too many".| have
also been asked how people can be expected to wake up for Shacharis.
| ask them back, "What time do you go to sleep at night?". Again, the
answer is always, "Too late". People are responsible to consider
their decisions several steps before they are confronted with
the challenges they will eventually face. Otherwise, they will not be
able to make the right decisions.

When People Hate Their Friends

he scenario that | am going to describe happened several times in

I recent weeks, and its lesson is particularly timely during the Sefira

period. Rabbi Akiva’s students died because of a lack of respect

for each other. It is fair to assume that such great students did

not openly mistreat each other. Whatever they lacked in their interactions

between peers must have been subtle, unnoticed, and possibly limited to

their thoughts, as opposed to their behaviors.This makes the Sefira period an

opportune time to discuss the subtle, often ignored, challenges Bein Odom
L'chaveiro, between people and their friends.

It is beautiful to watch families whose members are very
close and supportive of each other.Their mutual respect
is rare, and something that all parents should strive
for when they raise their own children. | have noticed
such closeness in families that have above average
Midos, character and social skills, and are successful
as “people”, even if it’s not in business or any other
quantifiable category.l realize that their strong
sibling and parental relationship is not only made
possible by being emotionally healthy, but that being emotionally
healthy will naturally result in healthy family relationships. The level
of the relationships are minimally (if at all) dependent on the quality of the
individuals.

| have also spoken to other family members who are known as being close
and supportive of each other. However, when | speak to them, | find that the
closeness is not as “true” as it appears. | am often shocked when they talk to
me.They talk about their siblings with a lot of resentment, and are critical of
their choices. They are not living healthy, and they are not responsible. They
seem unfazed that their siblings say the same things about them.What seems

"...in order to have a truly
/umlt[vv relﬂbtiansﬁi}a with
others, fea};le must have
their own emotional, and
spiritual, health.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

to be harmonious in public, is chaos in private.

The difference between those family members who truly support their
families, and those who don't, is their level of Midos. The reason that | am
generalizing about their lack of Midos is because there is a wide range of
Midos necessary to support healthy relationships. For this article, in order
to have a truly healthy relationship with others, people must have
their own emotional, and spiritual, health.

While emotional health, and bad Midos, are not directly
related to each other, there is often a correlation
between the two.What begins as a lack of good Midos,
is allowed to “grow”, and often, evolves into mental
iliness. Bad Midos may trigger dormant tendencies, such
as anxiety and depression, but also more serious ones
such as OCD and personality disorders. Therefore,
what may require therapy, and possibly medication, in
later stages, could have been resolved in earlier stages,
with the help of a rebbi or other experienced, caring
Mechanech. (I write this with the fear that | will empower parents to downplay
the severity of mental illness. Before anyone decides not to use the services
of mental health professionals, they should confirm their decision with an
expert Mechanech, and possibly, with a mental health professional.)

People who think highly of others are, in most cases, confident people. This
allows them to be objective about their own imperfections, and acknowledge
that they also make mistakes, and are not perfect. Since they are
comfortable with themselves, they find it easy to be comfortable
with others.
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While reflecting on this message, it is important for people to realize that
maybe they are living in a self-induced “bubble”. They may want to believe
that their public actions, how they greet people, listen to their stories, and
offer favors to neighbors, will define their attitudes towards these people.
They may want to believe that they think highly of others, and act that way
for personal reasons. Few people are truly able to like others. Some
people find it difficult to even like themselves. Instead, they are only
“okay” with others. The underlying reason that they believe that they like
others is because it allows them to feel that they are positive individuals and
community members.

Liking people is not limited to how they treat others. It is also about how
they think of them. Do they naturally think that all people are good, give them
the benefit of the doubt, and are happy when they succeed, even when their
success overshadows their own? Do they believe that others have the same
right to the cookie, parking place, or the chance to tell their beliefs?

There is something that | had heard several times, but | had not internalized
until recently.When people like others, even those who are difficult to like,
it does not depend on whether or not they have faults. People will only like
others if they like themselves.

Readers may not “see” a strong connection between how much people like
others, based on how much they like themselves. Nevertheless, people should
consider how their tolerance for others diminishes when they are hungry or
tired. Their acceptance of others is dependent on their specific moods and
ongoing stress, and therefore they are unable to build any relationships with
others.

Many people know that when they are in a good mood, they will “look
away” from the faults of others, and any friendships that they create will be
“artificial”. However, good moods are normal. People may not believe this,
because they are so accustomed to living with high stress, in a rush, etc., that
they have a distorted view of the norm.The norm should be to appreciate
others even though they are not perfect. What is most important is
for people to realize that they must first accept themselves, even
though they are not perfect.

Mothers usually offer unconditional love to their children, which is why
there is the expression,“A child that only a mother can love”. Mothers know
their children’s faults, but they find a way to love them despite those faults.
They discount their children’s weaknesses as common, or natural, for their
children’s specific circumstances, and magnify their strengths, as if no one
else would have been able to achieve their successes. Mothers do this
instinctively. Klal Yisroel is asked to train themselves to also do it.

In addition to finding it difficult to accept others because they find it difficult
to accept themselves, it is also difficult because it creates responsibilities for
people. Accepting people means that they have to be polite to them, offer
them acts of kindness as instructed by the Torah, and to act with dignity in
front of them, since they can not be placed into the category of,“l don’t care
what they think of me”.

More than most other Mitzvohs, accepting others is good for Hashem,
community, and for people’s personal lives. Despite its all-around value, this
is among the most difficult Mitzvohs to master; because the “battle” can only
be won with subtle nuances that go unrecognized, or denied. Thinking highly
of others is worth the effort, especially during the Sefira period.

Story from "Torah Tavlin™ By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

any years ago, shortly after he began his rabbinic career in a small
M town in New York, a young rabbi was asked to speak to a certain

woman. “There is an elderly woman in town,” he was told by a

congregant, “who desperately needs to speak to a rabbi. She has
difficulty walking and would find it impossible to come to you.Would you be
willing to take the time to go to her home and help her?” The rabbi took the
woman’s address. Unfortunately, it took two weeks before he was able to go.
But finally, he found the time. It was a bitter cold night in December but the
visit could not be postponed any further.

He found the house and walked to the front door. He was about to press
the buzzer when the door suddenly opened.A young man stood before him
in hat and coat obviously on his way out.“Yes,” he said, “what can | do for
you?”

“I'm here to see Mrs. Cohen.” (not her real name) The young man began
to quiver and shake.The rabbi couldn’t understand his reaction. How could
the simple act of indicating who he wanted to see cause so much obvious
consternation?

Perplexed, the rabbi waited. Finally, the man said, “Mrs. Cohen is my mother
and I'll tell her you're here.” They went inside and an elderly lady soon joined
them in the living room. She told the rabbi how glad she was to see him and
that she desperately needed to speak to him.What was strange though was
that her son, who was clearly leaving in a rush a few minutes earlier, now
took a seat and seemed hesitant to leave. His mother looked surprised that
her son had remained.

The woman turned to the rabbi and explained the reason for her request.
“Rabbi, | didn’t want to speak of this in front of my son but perhaps it’s
meant to be that | do so. In fact, the reason for my need for a rabbi has to
do with him.You see, | come from a religious Jewish home. My parents and
grandparents were profoundly proud of their heritage and lived their lives in
accordance with Jewish tradition. But now | fear that their values will come
to an end in our family. You see my son is seeing a non-Jewish woman and
seems to be seriously considering marrying out of the faith. And that would
destroy me.”

With that, her son began to sob bitterly and could hardly find his voice.“l
have a confession to make,” he said, trying to catch his breath in the midst of
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crying.“l have been seeing a young lady who isn’t Jewish and we have become
very serious. For some time she has pushed me to make it possible for her
to marry me by converting to Christianity. | finally agreed and tonight was
supposed to be the fulfillment of her plan. | told her | would go tonight to
Mass with her and after that, meet the priest with her to make arrangements
for my conversion. | knew it would be a crushing blow to my mother and that
| would no longer be welcome in her home. But | had made the decision and
was prepared to go through with it no matter what.”

A fresh wave of tears halted the young man’s story, but only temporarily.
“When | was leaving this evening | wasn't just leaving my house, | was leaving
my family, my past, my connection with the Jewish people.This was going to
be my break with Judaism and | opened the door to begin my journey into a
new life.And who is standing at the door? You! | had no idea who you were
but then you introduced yourself. | was dumfounded. | haven’t seen a rabbi
since my bar mitzvah.And at the very moment | was about to throw away my
religion, a rabbi stood in front of me blocking my way. | understood that this
could not simply be coincidence. It had to be a message - it was G-d’s way of
telling me | dare not do what | contemplated.”

The young rabbi stared at the young man. He was overwhelmed at
the thought of Hashem’s Divine intervention Who had made sure that he
arrived precisely when his very presence would be viewed as a sign to the
young man. They continued talking for several hours. He didn’t find out the
conclusion until the next day when he got a phone call telling him the rest of
the story.The man’s fiance phoned him and angrily demanded to know where
he was and why he hadn’t shown up at the Mass as he had promised. She
yelled at him for embarrassing her to her priest by forcing her to cancel their
appointment.The young man tried to explain that the inexplicable appearance
of a rabbi as he was about to leave made him stop and reconsider.

The lady could not be appeased. She told him it was over between them
and concluded with disparaging remarks about Judaism and Jews. “I'm very
lucky,” the young man told the rabbi,“that Hashem intervened before | made
a terrible mistake that would’ve ruined my life” He tried to thank the rabbi
who wouldn’t accept his gratitude. Thanks belonged only to the heavenly
Author who wrote the script.Adapted from “My Personal Purim Miracle” by
Rabbi Benjamin Blech
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Divrei Torah Inspired by the Torah Commentaries of
RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH ZT'L

Parshas Acharei Mos

Omer, Iyar, Tiferes and Healing - Part 1

This article is being read at the beginning of the month of Iyar, which is also known as a month of healing. Let’s look
at how this month can sharpen our minds to be able to heal ourselves from many ailments, both physical and
spiritual. In addition, given that the day Kabbolah was given over was Lag Ba’omer, the 18" of Iyar, we will begin to
explore some deeper aspects of healing.

There is a well-known remez for this occurring in Iyar. The letters of Iyar stad for Ani (alef) Hashem (yud-yud)
Rofecha (reish), a posuk in Parshas Beshalach, which we just read on the seventh day of Pesach and contains the
celebration of the splitting of the sea.

There is an important and often overlooked point about the aspect of Iyar being a healing month, says the Bnei
Yissoschor. This comes from the fact that most physical ailments come from the food we eat. Since the monn started
falling in the midbar and the monn was a perfect food in terms of energy created and digestion required, the Bnei
Yisroel became cured. This power of healing has remained during these days for generations.

In addition, Iyar is the only month in which every day has an Omer count associated with it. Iyar is also the month
that connects Pesach in Nissan to Shavuos in Sivan.

Iyar, therefore, has a tremendous power of clarity of thought. We see this from the order of the Sheim Havayah,
which symbolizes the month of Iyar, which is yud, hey, hey, vov. These letters form the roshei teivos of the words in
Yirmiyahu (9:23), “Ki im bezos yishalel hamishalel haskel veyadoa.” Yirmiyahu is instructing us not to pride ourselves
on wisdom, strength or wealth, but on knowledge of Hashem. The Bnej Yissoschor teaches us that the month of Iyar
is @ month in which one can reach incredible intellectual levels with regard to knowing Hashem, rendering Iyar ideal
for preparing for Matan Torah.

The Bnei Yissoschor also explains additional powers in Iyar from a number of key events that took place in Iyar. First,
in Iyar, the be'er of Miriam gave off water to supply the Bnei Yisroel in the midbar for the next 40 years. The be'er, or
well, symbolizes the deep wisdom and hidden secrets of the Torah.

This explains why many of the stories of the avos hakedoshim transpired around a be'er. We also know that when Rav
Chaim Vital was unable to absorb the Torah of his rebbi, the Arizal, the Arizal took him on a boat ride on the Kinneret
to the place where the be'er of Miriam is said to be and gave him to drink from its waters. His mind then opened up
and he was able to grasp the depths of his rebbi’s teachings.

Another event was the building of the first Bais Hamikdosh, the source of wisdom, which commenced during Chodesh
Iyar.

Therefore, with this background in mind, let's begin our examination of healing and Iyar by considering the
connection to the third of the avos, Yaakov Avinu, who embodies the sefirah of tiferes, which comes from the word
pe’er, balance. When the letters of pe‘er are rearranged, they spell the word rofeh, to heal. Yaakov is associated with
healing, since Chazal say that “Yaakov Avinu lo meis” and that he lives on through his descendants.

Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l elucidates the discussion of sickness and healing that appears in both Parshas
Vayechi and its related Tehillim, kappitel 41, “"Lamnatzeiach mizmor leDovid.” Some of these ideas were first

RAMAPST Y |2 OND'NI YN N2 NOON NNOYW RIS NIDTH n'llnn [ | | n-l

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL



discussed in an article that I wrote several years ago.

In Parshas Vayechi, the Torah states (48:1), "Vayehi acharei hadevorim ha’eilah vayomer leYosef hineh avicha choleh
- And it was after those things that it was told to Yosef, ‘Your father is sick.””

Rav Hirsch brilliantly connects many aspects of Lashon Hakodesh by first describing how the word acharei introduces a
crisis. Choleh, sickness, starts with the letter ches and always expresses a “checking of an action,” similar to the word
combination of noeh and noach. Ha’eilah comes from the word olah, which means an independent raising and a
development. Therefore, Rav Hirsch says, dead material sinks, while the force of life moves living material upward.

Rav Hirsch provides an amazing insight into healing. If this olah, moving forward power of life, which is really the
movement of raising oneself, is hindered, it becomes choleh, a restricted development. That is sickness, restricted
motion, expressed by the Hebrew letters.

Therefore, the word for healing, refuah, relates to refah, loosening, which represents the unblocking of the knots that
were blocking the upward movement. According to Rav Hirsch, this is the essence of healing and recovery. And now,
teoleh, the development upwards of the life force, can start again.

Perhaps my musician ears are ringing, but I always hear the English word therapy as deriving from the Hebrew word
terafeh, you shall heal.

In his drashah on Tehillim 41, Rav Hirsch also discusses the dal who has been brought low by financial or illness
reversals. Posuk 2 states, "Ashrei maskil el dal - Happy is he who gives understanding care to the dal.”

Rav Hirsch says that this means the caregiver to the sick. While Hashem never abandons the da/, Rav Hirsch says that
“"this does not mean that we may therefore fold our hands in complacent inactivity. No, we must hurry to the aid of
the sick and the poor in order to lessen and alleviate their pain until such time as Hashem sends His help from Above.
...By doing so, you shall have transfigured his sickbed. Not only will you then have made it easier for him to bear his
pain, but, by the loving concern you shall have shown him, you will have turned even his sickbed into a place where
he may experience kindness and comfort.”

Rav Hirsch, unknown to most, suffered severely during the last half of his eighty years from malaria, which led to
fever every four weeks. His incredible efforts on behalf of Soviet Jewry - a topic for a later time - were spent while in
his greatest physical discomfort.

Posuk 4 echoes the parsha where Yaakov is sick and in bed when it says, “Hashem yisadenu al eres devoy kol
mishkavo hofachta vechalyo - Hashem will let him grow strong on his bed of illness, but you will overturn all his lying
down during his sickness.” In posuk 5, Dovid Hamelech says, “Heal my soul, since I have sinned against you."”

Rabbi Matisyahu Glazerson wrote Torah, Light and Healing, inspired by Dr. Gavriel Tenenbaum, a local Monsey doctor
and healer extraordinaire. In the sefer, he explains several connections between Yaakov and healing.

First, the injunction in the Gemara (Nedorim 39b) that visiting the sick removes one-sixtieth of the illness is learned
from the posuk of "Hineh avicha choleh.” The value of hineh is 60. The value of hamitah, the bed where Yaakov Avinu
strengthened himself, has a value of 59. There we see the reduction by one-sixtieth.

Second, Yaakov was injured in the fight with the sar shel Eisav and was healed, says Rashi, by the sun.

Third, Yaakov was told by Lavan that he was “nochasti, divined.” Nechoshes, copper, was the source of healing in the
midbar from snake bites, and this image of snakes around a pole became the international symbol of healing.

Fourth, the three colors associated with chesed (white), gevurah (red) and tiferes (green) are all indicated in an
apple’s inside, outside and leaves. Yaakov's fragrance appearing to Yitzchok was a field of apples. In Aramaic, Rabbi
Glazerson states, the word to recover from illness is asepach, which is keneged the word tapuach, apple.

Rabbi Glazerson also told me that we can see mystically show Shabbos heals. The letters of the word rofeh, when
spelled out, have a combined value of 702, the same as the value of Shabbos.

To be continued...
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Aharon shall place lots upon the two he-goats: one lot “for
Hashem”; and one lot “‘for Azazel.” (16:8)

The two goats are identical in every way; yet, one becomes
a korban, sacrifice, to Hashem, while the other is sent to Azazel.
Apparently, the goats had no say in the matter. We assume that this
also happens to people. Two people both do all of the right things
(or at least they thought so), but one makes it, while the other does
not fare as well. What happened? What about bechirah chafshis,
freedom of choice? It almost seems that regardless of past choices,
one’s future is determined for him.

Clearly, this is not true. If we are taught that we have
freedom of choice, then unquestionably we have the ability to
choose and determine our own destinies. What, then, should we
derive from the two identical goats that seem to have no choice? |
think the Torah is teaching us that we have a lifetime in which to
choose, but, at a certain point in time, it becomes too late.
Judgment Day is the time in which all the choices have to be in. This
is the time when consequences are rendered, and the choices that
we have made come to light. Choice is no longer an option. It is
payback time.

We have an entire year to choose the path that we want to
travel. Are we traveling I’Hashem, to G-d, or have we deviated, made
poor choices, and are on a destination course towards Azazel? We
are afforded an entire year to choose, to do it right, or — if we err —
do teshuvah, repent and change course with new and positive
choices. This extends throughout the year all the way up until Yom
Kippur, when the option for choice is removed. At this time, Hashem
chooses either to grant us a good year — or not. He has been very
patient with us, allowing us every opportunity to make the change,
to make the correct choice. Now, however, it is Yom Kippur,
Judgment Day, a day of unparalleled kedushah, holiness, a day when
all of us — the entire world — stands before Hashem to receive our
fate. Hashem is now making the decisions based upon our choices.
We no longer have the option of choice, unless we do last minute
teshuvah. If a person has not earned the coveted designation of
being considered a tzaddik, righteous person, he must plead his case
to Hashem, beg for mercy. Otherwise, he is likely to have a humbling
experience.

Two identical goats: one is a sacrifice to Hashem; one
meets Azazel in the wilderness. No choices; it is not fair. It is Yom
Kippur. Choices should have been made earlier. On Yom Kippur, we
stand in judgment — just like the two goats. No choices anymore; it is
Judgment Day.
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He shall pour out its blood and cover it with earth. (17:13)

The Torah commands us to cover part of the blood of the
kosher birds or non-domesticated kosher animals that he slaughters.
The Sefer HaChinuch explains that the shoresh, root, of this mitzvah
is in the relationship between the soul of the slaughtered animal or
fowl and its blood. Blood is the life source of the living animal, thus,

it is fitting for us to cover the soul and hide it from the eye prior to
consuming its meat. When we eat the meat with the blood exposed,
we acquire a tinge of cruelty in our souls. In other words, to have a
meal of meat or fowl, while the life source of this “meal” lays
exposed, indicates a lack of compassion. For the members of the
nation for whom compassion is one of its three primary
characteristics, this is considered inappropriate behaviour.

Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita, relates a powerful story
which underscores the character trait of compassion, which is a
priority and a critical component of the Jewish DNA. This vignette
demonstrates to what extent the middah, attribute, of rachmanus,
compassion, is inherent in a Jew, to the point that at the very last
moment of his life he chose to thank his brethren, to grace them
with one last act of compassion.

An elderly Jew, a G-d-fearing Torah scholar, had been
interned in Auschwitz in his younger years. He witnessed countless
brutalities, acts of cruelty, executed by demons in the guise of
human beings, acts that one would never believe could be
perpetrated by man. Yet, they were. Although it was many years
after the war, and he was living comfortably with his family in
America, the brutality and heinous cruelty which he had witnessed
continued to haunt him. In all public venues he acted like anyone
else. Every Yom Tov, however, when the Kohanim blessed the
congregation, he would act in an unusual manner, by covertly
leaving the shul shortly before Bircas Kohanim and retuning just as
the Kohanim concluded their blessing.

One day, the Rav of the shul decided to ask his elderly
congregant why he did this. The man was willing to share his story
with the Rav: “Rebbe, you are well aware that all of the members of
my original family were sacrificed in Auschwitz. I, together with a
group of inmates, decided one erev Pesach that we had nothing to
lose. Our families had all been murdered by the Nazis. We might as
well have one last spiritual ‘fling.” We were going to bake matzos and
eat them at the makeshift Seder which we were going to conduct.

“We did it! One man was able (over a period of days) to
obtain a small amount of flour. Another obtained the necessary
utensils to form, roll and bake the three prize matzos that we
succeeded in making. We were even able to obtain a small amount
of wine. We all gathered together and began to recite the Haggadah
from memory. We were a group of broken shards, whose only joy in
life was being celebrated with the recital of the Haggadah in
anticipation for the eating of the precious matzah that we had
prepared. Suddenly, the door burst open, and in walked the camp
commandant. When he saw what was going on before his very eyes,
no words could describe his fury. ‘Who is responsible for this
outrage? | will kill you all unless you tell me who is behind this!" he
screamed at us. Meanwhile, he had already moved over to my close
friend, selecting him as his sacrifice. ‘You! You are the one that is
behind this rebellion! Did you think that you could get away with it?’
he screamed. ‘I will shoot you in front of your friends, so that they
will not forget the punishment meted out to one who mutinies
against us!’

“As the Nazi held the gun to the head of my friend, he had
a moment of decency (if such a word could even be used in
connection with such a blood thirsty savage), ‘Do you have a last
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request before you die?’ he asked. The Jew replied, ‘Yes, | do. |
would like to speak with my brothers for two minutes.” The Nazi
permitted him to speak. Moments before he was to die, our brother
turned to us and said, ‘Today is Yom Tov, and | am a Kohen. | would
like my last living act on this earth to be Bircas Kohanim. | would like
to bless you for the last time.” Before we could realise what was
happening, he raised his hands and declared, Yevarechecha Hashem
v’Yishmiracha! We responded with a loud resounding Amen! He
cried; we cried. He blessed; we said ‘Amen. The Nazi came over to
him and shot him in the head. He fell down to the ground, blood
pouring out of the wound. As long as | live | will never forget that
moment. My friend’s last act on this world was to care about us, to
bless us with Hashem’s protection.

“The war ended a few weeks later. | was a broken shard of
my former self. It had gotten so bad that | had decided to renege my
Jewishness. | would no longer adhere to our religion — not after what
| had experienced. Every time that | was about to execute that act,
however, to perform the transgression that would sever my
relationship with Yiddishkeit, my friend’s Bircas Kohanim appeared
before my eyes. His love, his compassion for us — I could not turn my
back on him. This encouraged me and gave me the strength to
continue to remain steadfast in my commitment to our religion.
Nonetheless, whenever the Kohanim raise their hands to recite the
Bircas Kohanim, | have to leave. The scene brings back painful
memories. | do not want to weep in the shul; so | go out and weep
quietly in the hall.”

Rav Zilberstein observes that exclusive of the unusual
heroic act of compassion evinced by the Kohen, we derive from this
incident how one experience can forever remain imbedded in
someone’s mind for a lifetime — inspiring him positively, and
ultimately being the catalyst for maintaining his fidelity to Hashem.

Parents spend time, money and exert every effort to imbue
their children with the proper hashkafah, outlook, in life. They want
their children to grow into the consummate bnei Torah and bnos
Yisrael. They pray and weep, so that they merit to receive Yiddishe
nachas from their offspring. Yet, not all succeed. Why? While | do
not have the answers, one thing is certain: If parents personally
maintain a lifestyle that is obverse to what they expect of their
children, they are undermining their own efforts. The best medium
for inculcating a child with the proper Torah values is to set an
example by personally living such a lifestyle. “Do as | say — not as |
do” is counterproductive and sends a destructive message. While it
is difficult to alter one’s personal lifestyle, it indicates how much a
parent really cares about his/her child’s spiritual and moral growth.
One can hardly expect better from the son than to be a reflection of
his father.
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Do not perform the practice of the land of Egypt in which you
dwelled. (18:3)

The holy Peshischa, Horav Bunim, zl, renders this pasuk
homiletically, deriving from the ensuing exegesis an important
lesson for Jewish living. On an almost constant basis we are
confronted with challenges to our spiritual well-being. These
challenges come in the context of our base desires. We must exert
extreme effort to overcome these physical passions, which scream
out to us: “Why not be like everybody else?” Obviously, the
optimum defence to triumph over the yetzer hora, evil inclination,
and its wiles is to circumvent a confrontation between the
provocation of physical desire and spiritual ascendancy. By providing
ourselves with a sort of fence, parameters which are protective
barriers from sin, we are able to quell the urge to defer to
physicality. How can we achieve success in this endeavour? What
protective device can empower us in this way?

The Peshischa teaches us to take a penetrating look at
those who think that they have satisfied their base desires and have
absconded to a lifestyle of moral turpitude, of spiritual bankruptcy —
and then ask ourselves: “Is this really what we want for ourselves?”
All we have to do, says the Rebbe, is to look at these icons of a
bankrupt society and ask: “Did they really succeed?” “Are they really
satisfied?” Is one ever satisfied by moral profligacy? Is his
demeanour respectable, dignified, something one would want to
emulate? Anyone with a modicum of intelligence and an ounce of
common sense will respond with a resounding, “No!” to these
questions. Thus, the greatest deterrent from living life as an
“Egyptian” is to take a deep look at his life. This should be all one
needs to erect a fence to protect himself from sin.

All one has to do is open his eyes and read about the rich
and famous whose names grace the front pages of the secular
media. Who is unable to discern the vacuous nature of the secular
lifestyle? They live a life of wanton abandon, bereft of discipline or
scruples. Can anyone in his right mind be envious of such a life? The
greatest deterrent to living their aberrant lifestyle is to take a cogent
view of the manner in which they live and then ask oneself: “Is this
really want | want out of life?”

When we look at the behaviour of the modern-day
Mitzrim, Egyptians, we are provided with a powerful restraint for our
own life. Veritably, at first glance, to the eyes of the unknowing,
immature, unsuspecting seeker of “fun,” it may appear to have all
the ingredients for which he is searching. When he sits back and
pauses, he realises the vacuity and utter misery (at the end of the
day) of their lives.

The Tiferes Shlomo views the pasuk as an admonition not
to live, not to do anything in a manner similar to the way in which
the Mitzrim acted. The manner in which we act must reflect Torah
ideals, Torah values — hence, Torah demeanour. Our deportment
must be unlike that of our gentile neighbours: we eat differently; we
sleep differently; we behave differently. The Jew and the goy have
absolutely nothing in common. The sooner we accept this verity, the
happier and more self-satisfied we will be. There are some fine,
well-meaning, decent gentiles who (on the surface) act in a
dignified, respectful and religiously appropriate manner. Their core
values, however, are not Torah values. Their lives are neither guided
nor inspired by Torah. Thus, they are different. Their level of decency
is guided by contemporary culture, which is subjective. Our life is
guided by Hashem. Need | say more? They might be religious,
adhering to the dogma of their religion, but only an imbecile could
compare it to Judaism and its structure of law. The term vyiraas
Shomayim, fear of Heaven, is a term that is foreign to them, since
the concept of Hashem, with His constant Hashgachah Pratis, Divine
Providence, is a concept they neither fathom nor accept. When
religion is subjective, then life is viewed through the idiomatic lens
of “self.” Thus, the only entity such a person worships is himself.
Why would a Jew choose to emulate such a person with such a way
of life?

Clearly, no dearth of stories exists that depict the character
and commitment to the religion of Jews of old. For the most part,
our people have historically lived in ghettos, isolated (not by choice)
from any form of relationship with their gentile neighbours. From a
religious perspective, this was a good thing. We cannot be negatively
influenced when we are separate, distinct, away from the goyim.
Yahadus Ashkenaz, Jewish living in Western Europe post French
Revolution, saw the ghetto walls torn down, allowing them to
interact with the gentile. Sadly, many could not handle the tension
and assault on their religious commitment once they came face to
face with their gentile neighbours. Relationship led to friendship,
which led to the sin of sins: intermarriage, which was usually
followed by a complete revocation of faith: apostasy.
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The stalwart commitment of some Jews to Torah and
mitzvos, however, withstood the challenge of the breakdown of the
ghetto walls. For the most part, Orthodox Jews comprised the Kehillah
kedoshah, holy congregation, of Frankfurt Am Main, under the
leadership of Horav S. R. Hirsch, zI. The following is a characterisation of
one of these Jews, taken from “A Son Remembers His Father” (Rabbi
Meyer Schwab).

The Jewish cemetery in Frankfurt Am Main is what remains (in
Europe) of the glorious (not large), deeply committed Torah community
started by a handful of laymen under the leadership of Rav Hirsch. They
withstood the assault on the Torah perpetrated by the secular stream,
products of the Haskalah, Enlightenment and German Reform, who
sought to undermine and eventually destroy Torah Judaism, which they
felt was irrelevant to their progressive society. We see today how wrong
they were. Torah Judaism is thriving, while the secularists are sadly no
longer members of the fold, or even Jewish. By depriving their children
of our history, they separated them from our community. As a result,
even those who are biologically Jewish have adopted other faiths.

Buried in that cemetery are the remains of a number of Torah
giants, scholars who achieved distinction in their day and whose merit
continues to illuminate our lives. Additionally, another type of Torah
giant is buried there, men whose devotion to Torah and vyiraas
Shomayim, fear of Heaven, was peerless and without compromise. In a
secluded section of the cemetery is one such grave, graced by a
headstone erected in 1875, a tribute to the memory of a unique
individual, a layman who personified the true ben Torah. He was
Yehudah Loeb, ben Moshe Schwab (Father of Horav Shimon Schwab, zl,
Rav of the Ashkenaz Kehillah of Washington Heights — his brothers: Rav
Moshe, Rav Mordechai — each a gadol in his own right). His epitaph is
striking and underscores the distinction between a Yehudi and a gentile:
“He feared sin more than any menace. He clung to goodness. Only there
did he find solace.”

Rav Hirsch imbued his kehillah with an unequivocal sense of
yiraas Shomayim: no shortcuts; no compromise. Mr. Schwab moved
from southern, rural Germany to Frankfurt Am Main in order to enroll
his children in Rav Hirsch’s newly-established Reale Schule, to afford
them a Torah education. What made him do this? A sense of yiraas chet,
fear of sin.

Rav Schwab distinguishes between fear of Heaven, yiraas
Shomayim, and fear of sin, yiraas chet. Yiraas Shomayim is tantamount
to fear of punishment. Obviously, there are various levels, but one who
fears Heaven fears retribution. He knows that sinning against G-d
catalyses serious ramifications. Yiraas chet, however, is on a higher
spiritual plateau. Such a person fears more than punishment. He
shudders from the very thought that sin will taint his soul. It is not the
punishment, but the violation that frightens him. His soul will be sullied.
His pure G-d-given soul is no longer pure. This is what he fears most —
even more than punishment. Punishment is a natural consequence of
sin. It is to be expected — and accepted. Contamination through sin is a
spiritual offense that besmirches his soul. This he cannot tolerate. Mr.
Schwab feared the taint more than the retribution. This is what made
him so special. Imagine explaining this to a gentile.

Rav Shimon Schwab would relate how his home looked prior
to Shabbos. (This gives us an idea how his parents merited to raise
children who became gedolei Yisrael in a generation that was torn by
spiritual strife, in a country that was the epicentre of spiritual mutiny
against Hashem and His Torah). On Friday afternoon the table was set,
and the entire house was prepared for Shabbos. The little children, who
were already bedecked in their Shabbos clothes, played in the parlour.
Then, their father entered the home, uncharacteristically late due to last
minute business matters. He enlisted the “services” of his children in
getting him ready to greet the Shabbos Queen. To one child, he gives his
shoes to be polished; to another, his coat to be brushed off; and to yet
another, to brush his hat. He then would ask his children, “Why are you
not yet ready for Shabbos?” They replied, “But we are ready, and have
been so for a little while.” To this he countered, “But | do not see the
eimasa d’Shabbos (the awe of the approaching Shabbos) on your faces.”
Thus, the children were inculcated with a powerful lesson: with the

heightened joy of the upcoming Shabbos comes (also) a strong sense of
yiraas chet, dread of (Heaven forbid) violating the Shabbos.

2772 9 QN7 ANIN WYY WK
Which man shall carry out and by which he shall live. (18:5)

The mitzvos were given to us for the sake of life and living.
Therefore, if the performance of a mitzvah may endanger life — the need
to maintain one’s life supersedes his observance of the mitzvah. The
exceptions to this rule are the three cardinal sins: murder; idol worship;
and adultery. A life in which these mitzvos are not observed is no life at
all. The Chassidic Masters derive from this pasuk the requirement to
observe mitzvos with “life” — not apathetically. One should throw all of
himself into his mitzvah observance. Indeed, it should be the source, the
raison d'étre of his life.

Horav Moshe, zI, m’Kubrin, once walked into the bais
hamedrash where he observed an elderly Jew studying Torah. Every
once in a while the man was overtaken by sleep. As he began to lower
his head to doze, he immediately jerked his head up and exclaimed (to
himself), “What will be with you? In the end, you will die, and you have
so much more to accomplish.” This went on for a while. Each time he
began to nod off, he berated himself. The Rebbe went over to him and
said, “You should instead say, ‘We must live!” A life such as this (without
studying Torah) is no life! Focus on the positive.”

Some individuals sleep through life, exhibiting no passion in
their religious observance. A cute, but very true, anecdote that might
well accompany this behaviour is: “Life is a dream — only if one is
sleeping.” Otherwise, life is — and should be — exciting. It affords us the
opportunity to serve Hashem and develop spiritually, to the point that
we will earn a share in Olam Habba for ourselves. If we sleep away our
life, however, the portion that we receive might become our nightmare.

Va’ani Tefillah

2v%unTs N2
Boneh Yerushalayim.
Who builds Yerushalayim.

Chazal teach us that any generation which did not experience
the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash is considered as if it had destroyed
it. Clearly, these are strong words. Throughout the generations,
tzaddikim, righteous persons, have lived and died, but did not merit the
rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash.

Are they to be held in contempt as if they had in some way
contributed to its destruction? Furthermore, as we distance ourselves in
time and in spiritual stature from the destruction of the Temple, it
becomes more inconceivable that we will produce a generation of Torah
giants more meritorious than the previous ones — who will be able to
use their merit to rebuild the Bais Hamikdash.

The Sfas Emes (based upon the above questions) explains that
the Bais Hamikdash is constantly being rebuilt through the medium of
our mitzvos and good deeds. Every positive action adds to the edifice
that will serve as our Third Bais Hamikdash. When the Temple is
eventually rebuilt, it will be the realisation of thousands and thousands
of positive acts of spiritual merit that have been garnered throughout
the thousands of years of our exile.

Hashem will build the Temple. We will have dedicated it through
our mitzvos and maasim tovim. Every generation has the opportunity to
contribute towards its rebuilding. The Temple requires all of our
contributions. If we are deficient, then it is considered as if our bricks
are flawed — or worse — non-existent.
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The Lesson From Your Brother

16:2 “1271 nwn Y8 "TInx"

ny 722 Xa' X1 Y'NX DR IR

wIzn X

“And Hashem said to
Moshe: Speak to Aharon, your brother, and
he shall not come at all times into the
Sanctuary.” Hashem tells Moshe to tell
Aharon, his brother, that he should not
come into the Kodesh at all times. There
are numerous times in the Torah where
Moshe is told to speak to his brother
Aharon, yet the Torah just says, “Aharon”

for we know of only one Aharon, and it is
obviously Aharon his brother. Why does
Hashem need to tell Moshe that he should
speak to Aharon, his brother, when
certainly Moshe would know that it was
Aharon his brother, as opposed to any other
Aharon?

Why does the Posuk say, “3'nx”
that Moshe was to tell Aharon, “his
brother,” when it was certainly known to all
that Aharon was Moshe’s brother, and the
Torah states numerous other times that
Moshe should speak to Aharon and does not
say, “Your brother”?  Additionally, the
Posuk says, “xar 781”7 — “And you shall not
come” — the “and” implies another
command, yet we don’t see one. Why does
the Posuk say, “7n1”? The word, “1'nX” was
actually a command from Moshe to Aharon.
It was a command that Aharon should
always have a certain fear when entering
the Mishkan, and that he should not gaze at
the light of the Shechina revealed there.
This command to Aharon was similar to the
way Moshe Rabbeinu acted when he
recognized that the fire of the n10, the thorn
bush, was the fire of the light of the
Shechina. Shemos 3:6 “ X2 > 19 nwn 1No
D'778 78 vann” — “And Moshe hid his face,
for he was afraid to gaze toward Hashem.”
The term, “niNX” — brotherhood, is a term
used to explain things that are similar one
to another, as it says regarding the curtains
in the Mishkan in Shemos 26:3 “"7x nwux
NNINX” — that the fifty loops on the curtains
should “correspond to one another.” This is
what the Torah is telling us here, that the
first command that Moshe was to give to
Aharon was, “'nX” — that Aharon must act
similar to the way Moshe acted, and he
should fear when entering the Mishkan,
and should not gaze at the light of the
Shechina. “81” — and a second command to
Aharon was that he was not able to enter
the Mishkan whenever he wanted. (qorr Ty
n)

Hakodosh Boruch Hu had His
Shechina revealed in the jay, in a cloud, that
was in the Kodshei Kodoshim, and not

directly on the Aron Kodesh or on the
Keruvim. The reason for this is that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu loves the soft and
humble, and not the hard and arrogant.
Being that the Aron Hakodesh and the
Keruvim were made from hard substances -
wood and gold - Hakodosh Boruch Hu did
not reveal the Shechina directly upon them,
but rather above them, on that which is
softer than everything else in the Mishkan,
the Anan. The reason that Hakodosh
Boruch Hu only gave permission to the
Kohen Gadol to enter the Kodesh
Hakodoshim one day a year, on Yom
Hakippurim, is so that the Kohen Gadol
should enter with much Yirah and a soft
heart. If the Kohen Gadol were to enter all
of the time, he would end up having at least
some arrogance, being that only he is
allowed to enter while no one else is allowed
to enter at all. If the Kohen Gadol were to
have any thoughts of haughtiness, then the
Shechina would not rest upon him. If the
Shechina were not to rest upon the Kohen
Gadol, then he would not be successful in
his Avodah on behalf of the entire Klal
Yisroel — that which the entire Klal Yisroel
is relying upon him for.

The Medrash in Vayikra Rabbah
27:5 provides three reasons as to why ninna
were chosen to be brought as Korbonos, and
not ni'n. 1 — Chayos are not found easily in
settled areas, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu did
not want to be Matriach, to bother, Klal
Yisroel to have to go out into the marshes
and the wilderness in order to find Chayos
to bring as Korbonos. Thus, only Beheimos
are eligible to be brought as Korbonos,
which are easily found where people reside.
2 — Koheles 3:15 “qmin nx wpar oRnl’ —
“And Hashem seeks the pursued.” The
Beheimos are constantly pursued by
Chayos, while the Chayos are the pursuers.
The Posuk in Koheles tells us, Hakodosh
Boruch seeks the pursued, and thus
Hakodosh Boruch Hu desires Beheimos, the
pursued, to be brought as Korbonos, and not
Chayos, the pursuers. 3 — The Chaya has
an element of arrogance, that which is not
found in Beheimos. Thus, Hakodosh
Boruch Hu only wants Beheimos, which do
not have arrogance. Although there are
three reasons given for Beheimos to be
brought as Korbonos, and not Chayos, the
main reason is the third reason, for the
Chayos have arrogance while the Beheimos
do not. The proof to this is as it says in
Yeshaya 11:6,7 “ 12 Dy 701 ,w2d DY 2RT N2l
NI91 .02 AN O WA TR X011 7ay1 YA
oK' 2D NMINE AT X2 LITTRY DAWAN QT
[An” — “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

The leopard lie down with the kid; The calf,
the beast of prey, and the fatling together,
with a little boy to herd them. The cow and
the bear shall graze, their young shall lie
down together; and the lion, like the ox,
shall eat straw.”

We see from these Pesukim a time
that the Chayos will be easily found in
settled areas, and where they are not
pursuing others, yet they were still not
chosen to be brought as Korbonos. We see
from here that the main reason is that the
Beheimos which are humble that were
chosen to be brought as Korbonos as it says
in Tehillim 51:19 “ X7 o'@?x nd>T11 "awl 17
nran” — “Hashem — You will not despise a
contrite and crushed heart.” This is what
the Torah is telling us here regarding
Aharon Hakohen performing the Avodah in
the Kodesh Kodoshim. “%x13'nx pnx 78 12T
UTIpn 78 ny D2 X2~ — Tell Aharon that he
cannot enter the Kodesh whenever he
wants, but only once a year, “'7v nXIX [ava 1>
n1I9dN” — because you see that I only rest
my Shechina on the “py” which is soft.
Hakodosh Boruch Hu is saying that Aharon
cannot go in when he wants for then he
would become arrogant, and then the
Shechina would not rest upon him. Thus,
“UINE PR 2 192 L WTIEN R DNR N2 NINT
n721v7” — With this — with Beheimos, the 19,
and the '8, which are to be brought as
Korbonos, for they are humble. ('n w'x [2)

The word nX represents
brotherhood. We know that Moshe
Rabbeinu was the greatest Anav of them
all, and he was exceedingly humble. He was
directly connected to Hakodosh Boruch Hu,
and had the Shechina reside within him.
Being that Moshe Rabbeinu had the
Shechina with him at all times, he was able
to go into the Mikdash at all times. With all
of this said, the Torah is still teaching us a
great lesson here. Although the Torah
testifies that Moshe was the greatest Anav,
nonetheless, at all times, one must be
careful not to allow even a small opening for
the Satan to come in, for if you do, the Satan
will enter. Therefore, when Hakodosh
Boruch Hu tells Moshe to speak to Aharon
about not going into the Mikdash at all
times, He refers to Aharon as his brother,
so that Moshe should not become even the
slightest bit arrogant. Aharon was to learn
from Moshe that he must always be
humble, regardless of his station in life.
This was the mistake of the holy
individuals, Nadav and Avihu, and this is
what we must learn from the incident. May
we be Zoche to truly serve Hakodosh
Boruch Hu with the proper humility.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshete\@ﬁmail.com Thank you, Y. Schechter
—— -
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CHANGING ONE'S TEFILLAH FROM A SEGULAH TO A BEING
"JUST ONE TEFILLAH AND WE'LL ALL BE FREE"

There is an old cynical Jewish saying that has to do with the order of three parshiyos N\inx n'wITE N "NX It is referring
to a person who during his lifetime he was known as an individual who lacked good middos, and was not fully devoted
to fulfilling the mitzvos. But when he died, the eulogies instead of going south went north and the eulogizers talked
about his righteousness as if he was a kadosh. nin "nKX after he dies MR D'WITR they talk about him as if he was
Hashem's gift to mankind. Why does this happen?

Maybe because we feel guilty that he is not here to defend himself so how can one actually talk bad about such a
person? Bad not, but why talk about him as being a tzaddik and a kadosh? Maybe it is because now we feel sorry for him
picturing the niftar in shamayim, and that he will soon undergo a fine and exacting scrutiny on every deed done or not
done. We have rachmanus on him because of his bad track record and what his verdict might be. We think that by
saying something positive and encouraging it might lighten his judgment. But let's face the truth. We are not really
thinking about him but rather thinking about ourselves. A death sobers one to the stark reality at least momentarily
before we step away from funeral. Who could ever be so smugly secure in thinking that when it comes to his final
judgment that he is going to receive even close to a near perfect rating. That would be wishful thinking. Such thoughts
only work down here where we live in a world of lies and spend all our time with a yetzer harah who constantly hocks us
with dazzling lures and fantasies to join his Ponzi scheme. However, in Shamayim where it is the world of emes, even the
most world reknown criminal lawyer cannot deceive the judge or fake out the jury from the facts. Feeling our own reality
in our hearts when we go to a levaya of someone who was not the perfect spouse, father, ovaid Hashem, or straight
dealer in business, the least we can do for ourselves to quell our fears is to be melamaid zechus on the departed, for
then maybe Hashem midah keneged midah will be melamaid zechus on us as well after we depart from this world.

Of course the better alternative is to roll up our sleeves and upgrade all of the above and strive for perfection. However,
the option of change rarely crosses our minds since that takes a lot of invested energy, toil and discomfort, and not
everyone is willing to see it as a viable option. The segula path of middah keneged middah as always seems more inviting
and less intimidating. But first listen to what Hashem has to say concerning segulos in general and it might surprise you
: N7120 7 ,0n"nl that nn"al your becoming, evolving and personal growth is to Me the segulah that | look for. The
segulos that Hashem desires are not the things that you wrap around your body, wear, or read which are to remain
exterior to you, but rather the real changes that you make inside of yourself. To attest to this, we find that the
gematriah of n'720 "7 is "IN NT |'X this is not the old me.

Take tefillah for instance. People ask how can tefillah change a decree from shamayim? One of the answers is that if a
person would really really daven the way he is supposed to, then when he steps back from the Shemoneh Esrai he is not
the same person as before. He is totally changes with a new head and heart. Therefore the old decree does not fall on
the new him.
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Rav Shimshon Pincus ztl told over a story of a close friend of his who was childless for many years and it was affecting his
simchas hachayim. One day Rav Pincus decided to take his friend to a forest so that he could daven and scream to
Hashem without being intimidated, pleading from Him to grant a child to him and his wife. He dropped off his friend at
the beginning of the forest with the instructions to enter and give it his all, and he will return in 45 minutes to pick him
up. As he returned to pick up his friend who just came out from the forest, Rav Pincus took one look at his face and said
in a frustrated tone "I am sorry. You hardly look like you davened as if d your life depended on it. Otherwise, you would
look very weak and fatigued, your cheeks would be puffy, your face withered, and your eyes still red and wet from the
Niagra Falls tears. Go back for another hour and | will come back to pick you up.

As the hour ended he saw his friend slowly and limply exit the forest. He could barely recognize him. Rav Pincus just
smiled with a broad grin and said "Now this is called a davening!" Nine months later he was blessed with a child.

That one intense tefillah changed him into a total different person through which he forged a different relationship with
Hashem. His first tefillah fell into the category of a segulah. His second tefillah was an upgrade of a "7 nn'ni tefillah.
Don't let us look at tefillah like wearing a red bendel on our wrists. We are not even a week away from the spectacle of
Kerias Yam Suf when Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu not to invest kochos in tefillah even though their lives were at stake.
Rather 1vo'1 78w 129X 12T, So far | don’t think anyone of us heard a heavenly Bas Kol telling us such a command of
not to daven with all our kochos to be saved. Therefore, by placing our kochos in tefillah we can change ourselves to
12 onnl which including its eight letters is the gematriah of n'79n (incl. its four letters).

The passuk says at the beginning of Parshas Kedoshim 1"nn n'wiTp. Here too we can interpret this passuk to mean that
through acts of kedusha one will become and evolve into a different sanctified being. How is that possible? The passuk
continues NIN' "IX WITP 'O because | am holy and you have a neshama from Me. nIn' IX WITR ' is gematriah n'7'oNA.
One can draw kedusha into his being via tefillah if it is the way it should be. Are we going to be waiting after 120 years to
hear our own eulogies accompanied with the thoughts of the listeners saying let us use a segula and be melamaid
zechus on the niftar because then we will receive after our 120 midda keneged middah. Rather let us go out and find
ourselves a friendly forest with no one inside, just us and Hashem, and daven with n1anxnN 'Minxy 73 everything we got,
and then we all can become real kedoshim nIn' 1R WITpR '3. Just remember that all it takes is just one tefillah.
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Zera

Shimshon

Acharay Mos

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel
Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious
family with great Rabbinical
lineage. He studied the revealed and
concealed parts of the Torah by the
Torah greats of his day.

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa,
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was
recognized as a holy and pious
individual, as well as a tremendous
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah.
He passed away on the 6™ of Elul
5539 (1779).

His Seforim were named, Toldos
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the
Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had
died during his lifetime, he wrote
his Seforim to perpetuate his own
memory after his passing.

The following is his passionate
request to learn his works.

“I implore of you with ten terms of
supplication to choose from my
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that
finds favor in your eyes, for your
learning will sooth my soul etc...
“This righteousness will stand by
you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world,
and be satiated in the next. In this
merit, Hashem will repay you with
children, health and sustenance.
“...and now my brothers and
friends etc. do a true kindness, and
with your eyes you will see children
and  grandchildren  surrounding
your table, houses filled with all
that is good, wealth and honor will
not cease from your children...”
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For on this day, Hashem will forgive you and purify you from all your sins, before
Hashem you shall be purified (16:30).

The Zera Shimshon asks that this passuk is seemingly repetitious. The passuk
says how on Yom Kippur, Hashem will forgive us for our sins. Why then does the
passuk have to add that we will also be purified from our sins? What is the
difference between being forgiven for our sins and being purified from them?

As well, the passuk at the end seems to repeat this again by saying, ‘before
Hashem you shall be purified?’

Lastly, why does the passuk have to stress the word, from “all” your sins? The
passuk could have simply said, “Hashem will forgive you etc. from your sins”.

The Zera Shimshon answers these questions as follows.

The Torah requires us to ‘afflict’ our bodies by fasting on Yom Kippur, as
well as abstain from any work. The Zera Shimshon explains that the reason for this is
to attain the highest level of forgiveness.

The Gemara (Yoma 86b) teaches that if a person repents out of fear of
Hashem, his sins become classified as accidental sins. However, if one repents out of
love of Hashem, then his sins become merits!

By fasting and afflicting one’s body, the feelings of remorse and repentance
felt, are ones of fear. However, by abstaining from all work and dedicating a day
fully to show Hashem our remorse, this is Teshuva out of love.

The Alshich (Tehillim 32:1) says that for a sin that someone does willingly
and knowingly, this sin can never become a merit even if he repents on it with love.

The Zera Shimshon says that the words of the Alshich are only true if one
does Teshuva by himself, however, if the Tzibbur does Teshuva together, then even
a sin the was done willingly and intentionally can become a merit through Teshuva.
(See Yoma 86b that differentiates between the potency of Teshuva done by a single
person versus the Tzibbur, that of a Tzibbur is greater.)

With this, the Zera Shimshon explains the above passuk.

First, the passuk says that on Yom Kippur Hashem will forgive our sins. This
refers to Teshuva that is done out of fear. This kind of Teshuva grants us forgiveness
for our sins. However, the passuk continues the Hashem will purify us since on Yom
Kippur the Teshuva is done out of love. Thus, the Teshuva doesn’t only bring
forgiveness but it also brings purity to the person as well, since his sins now become
merits.

This is why the passuk stresses the word ‘all’ your sins. This is because on
Yom Kippur everyone is gathered together in repentance and the Teshuva is with
the power of the Tzibbur, therefore ‘all’ sins can turn into merits even those
originally done with intentional malice.
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AD H E R E ! Send your artwork to mitzvos@ramapost.com to secure your ad space.

ROCKL
POMONA "ROCKL/

ENTERPRISES CORP. N P
Custom Home Builders LR

845-354-0018 /\1}

www.POMONAENTERPRISES.com J
P

YOUR LOGO HERE
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ROCKLAND TRANSFERS e —— i U :
CAR SERVICE "ENTER A NEW UNIVERSE

OF KOSHER ENTERTAINMENT

as elghth grader Aryeh Rosen struggles with
: one of his greatest and most dangerous
mlssnons -GETTING UP ON TIME!!!

@ Airport car service ¢ Reliable and Safe
(departures and arrivals) : Fixed Rates
@ City to City No A.;ided Fees
@ Folour Lire ® Credit Cards Accepted
4 School (out-of-fown]
Drop-off and Pick-up
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WITH MRY ISSUE IN BOTH HEBREW AND ENGLI

Reserve Online
www.Roc kIandTrunsfers.com

Call / Text ¥ e _
(845) 288-8888 WWW.ACHDUTENT.COM 3 ® 0 0 esrissrs ™




QIIDOMND ] =" g} " 0 FILL OUT THE ONLINE FORM TO SUBSCRIBE:
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE! 2 s s i e
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Ramapost offers a weekly printed subscription to the following Divrei Torah:
Please fill out the online forrm at RAMAPOST.COM/SUBSCRIBE-DIVREI-TORAH to subscribe. We ask that
your free printed divrei torah be picked up every Friday at our Monsey (Rt 59) or Wesely Hills/Pomona location.
AMAPOST —=—cx= | i i L
RAMAPORY @yu‘yﬂﬁﬂly
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Ram HaTorah Meoros Hatzadikkim Hitkashrut Sichat Hashavua OhrChaim Torah Wellsprings
Compilation of Divrei Torah Dvar Torah & (Hebrew) (Hebrew) (Hebrew) R' Elimelech Biderman
(English & Hebrew) Weekly Yahrzeits (English \ Yiddish)
Ramapost.com/ (English)
ram-hatorah Ramapost.com/
SEE BELOW meoros-hatzadikkim

| . . .In . . “ﬂ n ' SEE BELOW FOR THE DIVREI TORAH
SARSH THAT ARE CURRENTLY INCLUDED
A e DIVRE! TORAH PRINTED & DISTRIBUTED BY RAMAPOST

IN RAM HATORAH:

MIZMOR
LDoviD

ENGLISH E COMING SOON: TN 1a1Y
DIVREI TORAH ALL NEW ORIGINAL CONTENT
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM

info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
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info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com
P: 845.369.9600 | F: 845.369.9601
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952
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FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, CONTACT MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS =>



