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arshas Vayigash begins in the middle of a heated
debate between Yehuda and Yosef who was
valiantly trying to continue his charade. As we
learn the Pesukim, we always wonder what is Yehuda
adding to the argument? The end of Parshas Mikeitz
finds us in a serious dilemma - Yosef’s cup is found
in Binyamin’s bag, and Yehuda suggests a solution.
He says ALL OF US will become your servants, and
Yosef rejects it. He countered that it is a miscarriage
of justice, "> m»n, ONLY the criminal should be
punished while the rest of you can go back home.
Rather logical, we would say. So wi begins with a
new twist that Yehuda tries - take me as an 7ay in the
place of Binyamin. Yosef had just rejected anything
other than the one who did the crime himself must
do the time, since justice and fairness must be
upheld. What was the w1mn that Yehuda entered into
the debate that was novel, that was so unique, that
the hostile viceroy broke and ended his charade?
What a beautiful Vort that Rav Avigdor Neventzal,
Rav of the old city of Yerushalayim, said to allow
us to understand and maybe even learn something
from this story. Yehuda taught that (44:32) 27y 712 ™
"X DYn 711 nx since I am an 1y for my brother, I
took responsibility for him - the concept of Hxw» 5
nt> o1 oy that allows me, for example, to make
Kiddush for someone else. Rav Neventzal posits
that mayp is connected to the concept of mayn,
a mixture of often kosher and non-kosher products
mixed together in one blended composite, becoming
one single entity. This thought is the reason why one
Jew can perform a Mitzvah for another Jew because
may MAKES ALL OF US ONE ENTITY. Yehuda
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exhibited to Yosef that while you may be right about
the injustice of it, but because of many HE AND I
ARE ONE, so you can take me in his place. Yosef,
upon hearing such selfless brotherhood, the stellar
mnx that was lacking in his treatment, could NOT
CONTINUE with his act - they treated each other
7nx 252 Tnx wxo and they shouldn't suffer anymore.
NOm Xoq.

Another appropriate lesson earmarked for us to
learn from is from the fact that Yaakov refused to
believe that Yosef was alive. o5 ymxn X5 125 aom
(45:26) and was only somewhat relieved when he
saw the wagons that Yosef sent. Rashi quotes Chazal
that he got the hint, saw the message that Yosef still
remembered the last Sugya they had learned, n%y

namy, (somehow corresponding to the word mbay,
wagons, despite their totally different meanings). It
seems that Yaakov was still not fully convinced, the
comfort was still not complete, until he says (46:30)
N 7Y *3 130 "mKX1 1Nx, when as Rashi quotes, Yaakov
read ynw nxmp. It seems that he had to look Yosef in
the face - the Panim - the face which is the window
into the Penim, of what is inside. What troubled
Yaakov was, how could Yosef survive in Mitzrayim,
with its California-like morality, and still be the same
Yosef? Just being alive and breathing would not have
been comforting to Yaakov. The signal of the wagons
had given Yaakov hope, but he still had to see Yosef
in person. When that happened, Yaakov said Shema,
and Mefarshim wonder why Yosef did not also
say Shema. The answer lies in the understanding
of the Pasuk. The Mitzvah of Shema is to accept
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upon ourselves omw mabn 5y, which as per many
Mefarshim means to accept that the 17171 nn and the
onmi nm ARE ONE. We say: Hear Yisroel, Hashem
which represents “Rachamim’, Elokeinu which
represents “Din” are ALL Hashem Echad, its ALL
“Rachamim” Yaakov had a very rough 22 years of
anguish and distress, years where he felt the brunt of
the 170 nm and ONLY NOW, with Yosef spiritually
intact as he was, did the realization of Hashem’s plan,
imbued with Rachamim, dawn on him - so he said
Shema. Yosef had realized this from the start - from
the buyers transporting sweet smelling goods - that
the whole scheme of his dreams and Klal Yisroel
coming to Mitzrayim, was ommin nn at its core.
Yosef had already said “that Shema” years ago.

Thereare two fascinating insights into the wagons that
Yosef sent, pointed out by Rav Michoel Forshlager
in his Sefer Toras Michoel. Those of us who knew
of him knew that Rav Aaron Kotler called him the
Gadol Hador. There was another veiled message that
Yosef meant to send, because he knew what his father
feared. The message was yes, I lived in Mitzrayim but
I stayed above the ground, not absorbing anything
as if I was on a wagon. I remained above it all, and
as such, I was able to survive my Galus. My wagon
was insulated by the Daled Amos Shel Halacha,
despite my geographical location. What an insight!
What a lesson! How especially poignant is this Vort,
coming from a Gadol of who Rav Gifter said: Even
when he doesn’t sit in the Bais Medrash, he still sits
in the Daled Amos Shel Halacha (see biography
“The Hidden Giant of The Torah World” by R* A.M.
Friedman).

RAMAPOSTE

MMMMMMMMM | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

The second point Harav Forshlager points out is
that a wagon is meant to transport groups of people
rather than one individual. To survive any Galus,
Klal Yisroel must have that Achdus to be Zocheh to
the Geulah. Yosef wanted their arrival to Mitzrayim
tobe TOGETHER ON A WAGON, to indicate to the
seventy Nefashos: This is how to survive and make it
through the darkness of the Galus. The same Achdus
that Yehuda showed Yosef; the same Achdus that the
Shevatim showed around the deathbed of Yaakov as
they were about to learn of the Geulah (as pointed
out by Chazal); the same unity that the Haftorah of
Vayigash tells of the split in Klal Yisroel which will
end and 711 ommxd v, there will be mm Tnx 5>m
o525 . Mefarshim emphasize that mnx is needed
for the Geulah. We must not let our feet touch the
ground of our Galus - figuratively and ride together
on our “wagons” to X"11 man ohwrr .

Among those that are nyw» oooyn,

PP YNV
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L earning Torah with eyes and ears trained
to the sounds of great baalei-musar and

baalei-machshavah will yield wellsprings
of thought-provoking ideas. What we see and
what we learn from them all depends on us as
individuals. There is a classic Vort on the Pasuk
of o'oon o5 oma ‘1 nx ayT yaxn nxSm. The Pasuk
describes a world saturated by the knowledge of
Hashem as abundant as the water that cover the
seas. This mmw nHm, this revelation of knowledge,
cannot be universally equal. It will most certainly
depend on the individual’s intellectual capacity,
the depth of his thought process. This idea is
conveyed by the Mashal of the sea which, on the
surface, seems to be relatively flat (save a wave or
two). The surface of a body of water that is two
feet deep seems, in appearance, to be identical to
water that is two hundred feet deep. Everyone’s
appreciation of Hashem’s revelation would seem
to be equal but in reality, they will not even be
close - m55n 53 15 nr anp RS,

A topic that could illustrate this point is the ma1a
apyr to his children. Mefarshim are troubled to
understand (49:28) omxX 712 1127130 WX oMK AN,
which seems to say that the twelve ovaw each
got their own individual Berachos, while we
know that "> nynw ,jmx1 each got reprimanded
rather harshly. Rashi seems to note that those
three got the general Berachos that he gave them
all together, while the Sifsei Chachamim quotes
Nachlas Yaakov that receiving a general bracha is
not the same as receiving a tailor made bracha. See
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the Sforno, and more explicitly the Ohr Hachaim,
who explain that Yaakovs Berachos were designed
to match each Sheivets "rwyn a3 1nnw) nrna 03"
based on his vision of their future.

I recommend seeing that Ohr Hachaim inside,
simply because of the powerful message he
teaches, answering our question above. What he
writes parallels what we heard in Yeshiva from
Rav Yerucham Levovitz, Mirrer Mashgiach. This
is how it is etched in my memory; it is in fact a
bracha to know what your strengths are, but it is
equally important to know what your faults and
weaknesses are. Someone who knows you and
loves you and can point out your vulnerabilities
and instabilities, like being impetuous or anger
management etc., is doing you a valuable service.
Yaakov gave Reuven, Shimon and Levi those veiled
Berachos that qualify as a bona fide blessing. The
Ohr Hachaim takes this idea and elevates it to
another level. He talks about every person hving
a Tpan, a unique purpose for which they were put
on this world. His words: nnx 53 mwain » ny 5 v
moyni nena fb vy, for some it is nnnd, for some it is
mabn, for some it is nmin, others it is nma), others
its 7. The holy Yaakov, with the love and insight
that only a father can have, zeroed in everyone’s
strengths and faults and bestowed upon them the
appropriate Berachos.

Both the Ramban and Rabeinu Bachya, say
a startling wvrrn as to why there are no more
Chashmonaim (Bava Basra 3B) any longer.
Because the Chashmonaim were oun> who
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assumed the Malchus, which Yaakov gave to
Yehuda - nmim vaw o0 X5, which Ramban and
Rabeinu Bachya consider to have been a xon.
Many of us usually stop at that piece, marvel at
the vnrn and do not continue in the text, but
there is another vrrn there. The first explanation
assumes that they took something - mabn - AWAY
FROM YEHUDA. Their second explanation takes
issue with the fact that they were supposed to be
Kohanim - AND THEY ABANDONED WHAT
THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO BE - they didn't
take anything away, they just didn’t live up to
their mpan. It seems someone who was sent to this
world for a specific purpose which he does not
fulfil loses his owpn mor, there is no more raison
d'etre. Very, very powerful words for all of us who
live in a world WITHOUT oxva1 to instruct us.
Let us dive a little deeper.

This is a Peirush on the Ohr Hachaim called nnu»
nwn by a contemporary, Rav Korngot, that takes
it up another level. He quotes a Zohar in Shir
Hashirim on the Pasuk »wn1 nanxw »5 mmn, that one
must know "o5p5 xa i Sy yrw" what “this 5%
is all about. He quotes Rav Chaim Vital from the
Arizal regarding the Gemara Shabbos (118B):
They asked; a0 1 'xna ax 2 What is your father
very careful about, and he said myv; meaning,
what myn does your father consider the reason for
this reincarnation. He quotes the Kosnitzer Magid
that teaches 1y nx wadn Max ey, his own v, the
one that he finds hardest to control. This is the
answer given in many places to answer one of the
real serious questions in life. I believe its time to
request permission to land and get back to earth.
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To know yourself is sometimes a difficult task.
People are subject to a very active imagination-
the words of Reb Yisroel Salanter about man: »wan
13wma Mox1 wrnTa - his imagination runs freely
without bounds, while his 5w is very limited. We
have all suffered through someone who thought
he was a good Baal Tefillah or a Drasha from
someone who thought he had something to say.
Know your strengths, and utilize them to the
utmost. Learn the Torah that gives you the most
satisfaction, but learn. Using the gifts that Hashem
has given us allows us to benefit from all of His
Berachos. May we all be no.

Among those who are ny1w> ooyn.
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llluminating Man’s Inner World

JANUARY 2

2021 THROUGH THE LENS OF THE PARSHA

#004

Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

Parshas VaYechi — Walking Armed into the Fray

here are few topics that receive as significant

an onslaught of Rabbinic literature as that of
tefillah. The amount of sefarim dedicated towards
prayer is mind blowing. Yet at the same time, for
many if not most, tefillah falls in the category
of mitzvos anashim melomoda - an action that
people do only from habit or out of a sense of
obligation. While that type of tefillah undoubtedly
still has great value and meaning it falls short of
the exalted level of prayer that was imagined by
Dovid HaMelech. While, I certainly have my days
in which I can’t even remember if I davened, let
alone having any measure of kavana, my overall
tefillah experience has been enriched by a simple
thought from this week’s parsha.

Yaakov charges Yosef to oversee his future burialin
Eretz Yisroel. In retribution for this service Yaakov
tells Yosef

TN ANFZ7 VYN INN"TY TN DY 77 AN INI
MAYITH 137102 NRD

And now, I assign to you one portion more than to
your brothers, which I wrested from the Amorites
with my sword and bow.” (Breishis 48:22)

At first blush this seemingly straight forward pasuk
requires no explanation or explication. That said,
based on the pasuk in Tehillim in which Dovid
HaMelech expresses that it was not the weapons
of war that accounted for his military victories,
the Rishonim refuse to believe that ‘my sword and
bow’ are only referring to kli milchama and provide
alternate interpretations to the nature of this
‘battle’ with the Emori. As Chazal emphatically
states:

NY71 IT "Ny N790 IT 201N N7N
(Bava Basra 123a)

This is a theme that is picked up on by many of the
Rishonim and is most identified with the Aramaic
translation of Onkelos. Charbi u’kashti is not
only the sword and bow says Onkelos but is also
referring to 'MV1M 'Mi7¥1 — Yaakov vanquished
the Emori with his tefillos and entreaties.

While the aforementioned gemarah in Bava Basra
and some of the Rishonim discuss why the Torah
can’t be understood on its most simple level
(see Rabbeinu Bechai for a nice pshat) the more
significant question is what do these words 'ni7y21
'TY1M mean and in what way is man’s tefillah
conceptualized or expressed as armor?

While the most well-known discussion about this
Onkelos can be found in the Meshech Chachma I
would like to discuss two approaches to this topic.
The first is that of Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik
(colloquially known as the Rav). The Rav, like many
meforshim assume that the word 'ni7¥ is talking
about immediate needs while 'nmiya1 connotes
something that is future oriented and ‘are prayers
that relate to Jewish destiny and the ultimate
redemption’. Tzlosi are personal and ba’usi are
communal and global.

What is so profound and so relevant about this
approach is the dualistic place that a human finds
themselves in. In almost the same breath one is
myopically focused on his own immediate concerns
while also maintaining a broad consciousness. Rav
Kookin hisbeautiful peirushon meseches Berachos
writes that this duality is what informs the gemarah
that one should ideally daven in a house that has
windows (Berachos 31a) Man davens often alone
in his/her own home but is deeply connected to the
past, present and future of Klal Yisroel and to the
world at large. The window so to speak serves as
the reminder of that broader consciousness. 'ni7¥
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Rabbi Yehoshua Blass, Mashgiach Ruchani — Yeshiva University

are my needs in the immediate and 'niv1 are the
tefillos and aspirations that are beyond the four
cubits of my own life.

I thought of another pshat that perhaps adds a
deeper dimension to Onkelos’s translation. One
of the most meaningful descriptions of tefillah is
found in Rabbeinu Yonah in Berachos (23b in the
pages of the Rif). Rabbeinu Yonah writes that:

T N7yn7 1271 n0N7 1Y [N'W 111X 7790N0a [y
TRIY 178D 1171 2IWN'Y 10170 DY WITZN DIWYT
NINIA 721 1A 071V 'A12YN 73 1270 1'0'1 D'NW
LIYD |'1D7 NXINWD DINTZN NNXRY [1V) .90
JNNwl 7vn 19ia

Rabbeinu Yonah is self-explanatory but the phrase
that has always stuck out for me is 7yn 71911 DIYUD
NN - that when one davens, they should almost
feel as though their physical self has somehow
faded and that all that is left is the soul.

For those of you who are familiar with meditation
you know that one of the key, if not the key, concept
and expression is ‘connecting with the breath’.
The breath is the nefesh - the ruach chaim -and
connecting with the breath allows a person to be
focused on the eternal nature of one’s being while
allowing any of the heaviness of the physical self
to gently fade and diminish. While I appreciate
the ancient non-Torah wisdom that informs
meditation, Rabbeinu Yonah, Nefesh HaChaim
CT 719 )2 W), Rav Nachman of Breslov and
others in explaining Chazal’s conception of tefillah
are describing prayer as an opportunity almost
identical to what people seek in meditation. While
in meditation the focus is on silence as opposed to
tefillah that has a formal text, the true essence of
both is Jnnwi1 7vn 1911 LIWD. Tefillah while both
communal and formalized still boils down to X¥X'I
NTYW1 NIY7 7N¥' - man in his aloneness standing in
front of the Ribbono Shel Olam.

Using the parameters of the meforshim that
NIV11I 'NI7X is a reference to both tefillos in the
immediate as well as supplications for the long
term, one can reflect on how the type of tefillah

RAMAPOSE

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

described by Rabbeinu Yonah could impact both
of those realms. A person who is able to stand
somewhat meditatively in front of HKB’H feels
genuine transcendence during those moments of
tefillah. He is both here and, in a sense,

’D'AYA TNIV I7'ND’°. At the same time, this form of
tefillah allows a person to feel differently about the
future. One is able to be present in the moment. He
or she are not driven by the continuous onslaught
of worries and what ifs that relate to the moments
beyond the here and now. There is a spirit of calm,
acceptance and serenity that infuses the life of a
person who can tap into this mode of 1911 LIWUD
w1 7vn.

In a way this type of alive tefillah is man’s charbi
u’kashti - it is his armor. Life will bring what it may.
Illness and health, joy and suffering, pandemic and
vaccine, prosperity and struggle, war and peace
- the cosmic symphony continues unabated. Man
deeply feels all of that, but can also, through the
deep connection with the nefesh, exist peacefully
at the center of that very existence. It is one’s own
charbi u’kashti that he silently carries with him
through this magnificent and chaotic journey.

PARSHAS VAYECHI 2
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I did not imagine seeing your face — 'n'7'7'® X7 119 axn
Tzaddikim are always satisfied, happy, and grateful for what is
given to them. In contrast, the wicked are never happy and always
have complaints. They are always lacking, even when they are
given what they ask for, they are still not satisfied, and they want
more. This is what we see by Yaakov and Eisav. When they met
Yaakov said, “I have everything” — meaning ‘l do not need anything
else’, but Eisav said, “I have much” — meaning ‘I have a lot, but this
is not enough for me’.

Yaakov Avinu teaches us an additional level of gratitude to
Hashem Yisbarach. Before he dies, he says to Yosef (48:11), nx?'
AT NX DA D'PITXR 'MIR DRIN DAL TMY7'9 K7 119 - ‘I did not
imagine seeing your face, and here G-d has shown me even your
offspring’. He is now grateful not only for being able to see Yosef
himself, since it has been seventeen years since he last saw him,
and surely all those years he was happy, and he thanked HaKadosh
Baruch Hu at every opportunity that He will return his lost son to
him. Still, even now he remembers to thank HaKadosh Baruch Hu
for this, for the chesed [kindness] that He did for him seventeen
years ago.
Every person who has a little common sense understands that this
is basic to thank one who gives him something or acts kindly to
him, and Who acts kindlier to you than the Creator of the World,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself? Every day, at all times, and every
hour He performs miracles for us, and this is why we say in
‘Nishmas’ 12'NIMOWI ,1'73 1NN NIM 10IW71,0 N'W X711 17K
MY NIYND 1'T1 N1 WNwd NIN'RN 1YL,V 'Annd Ny
NNX 7V 17 NITINY? D''90n NNIX 'R ,NI7'RD N7 1'2201 .0y
NIN?91 D'01 NIAILA D'AYD NINIY 2 D'97X 'OIX 97X 97Xn
NNyl 'NIAX DY N'WYW — ‘Were our mouth as full of song as the
sea, and our tongue as full of joyous song as its multitude of
waves, and our lips as full of praise as the breadth of the heavens,
and our eyes as brilliant as the sun and the moon, and our hands
as outspread as eagles of the sky and our feet as swift as hinds, we
still could not thank You sufficiently for even one of the thousand
thousand, thousands of thousands and myriad myriads of favors,
miracles and wonders that You performed for our ancestors and
for us’. All this is not rhetoric but the truth! We must learn from
the righteous Yaakov Avinu and thank HaKadosh Baruch Hu at
every opportunity even for the miracles that He performed for us
a long time ago, and even if we have already thanked Him, we
must always thank again and again, and it is appropriate.

- Tiv HaTorah - Vavechi
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5781

548.446

To all who call upon Him sincerely — nnxa InIXY7* YUKX 754

My niece had been suffering from a serious illness for a while
already. Recently, her condition deteriorated to a point which was a
matter of life or death. After consulting with various specialists, it
was decided that she needed a complex medical procedure. The
doctors wanted us to sign documents when they themselves were
not confident if this was the right way to go. A decision like this
needed broad shoulders.
Our entire family relied on a Tzaddik who everyone says is holy, and |
took it on myself to ask him. | pushed my work to the side and | tried
to reach him by cell phone, at home and through gabbaim, but to no
avail. This took 15 minutes while everyone was asking, “What
happened? They are waiting for an answer!!1”

| stopped the car on the side of the road, | raised my hand and |
asked Hashem to have mercy as | could not reach das Torah, and the
time was very pressing. | was still praying from the depth of my
heart when | saw the Tzaddik walk out of an alley right in front of
me. | ran to him and asked for advise with the family on the phone in
the hospital.
| write and tremble how Hashem hears the Tefillah of the person
that comes from the depth of the heart. wa

Hashem’s kindness has not ended — 13nn X7  'a 10N

| pledged to arrange for a large Melave Malka right after Shabbos in
the holy city of Yerushalayim. | spent Shabbos in Beit Shemesh and
right after Shabbos | drove to Yerushalayim to properly arrange the
seudah. On the way, a group of yeshiva boys tried to hitch a ride, but
since | was rushing, | did not stop. But then | thought, although | was
on the way to a mitzvah, | should stop from doing another mitzvah?

| backed up to pick them up. They were very happy and they began
talking divrei Torah. Suddenly we smelled a burning tire. | pulled to
the side and a tire had burst. Three of the boys quickly changed the
tire and would not let me touch anything.

| ask you, who profited from the mitzvah? If | had continued and not
pick them up, it would have taken me a half hour to change the tire
since | am not a pro. When a friend heard the story, he told me that
there was a double miracle. Had the tire blown at 120 kph it could
have caused major damage to the car, but the weight of the boys
kept the car from crashing. Who did kindness with whom?! o.'
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nN'Na oy TTINNAY 0TRA M 7D DN
‘nnaop'n
A person’s purpose through life is to
assume the category of ‘smallness’

VAW I''N W 2PV MR NIY DNYY VAW DNIXND YINA Ay N
(v>-nd:TN) NINY 7RIY! ' 123P'1 1NV NINNT D'YIINI DY
Yaakov lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; and the days
of Yaakov - the years of his life — were one hundred and forty-
seven years. The time approached for Yisrael to die (47:28-29)
When the Torah counts the number of years of Yaakov’s life, it
calls him by the name of ‘Yaakov’. But when it discusses his death,
then it calls him by the name ‘Yisrael’. We have already explained
in several places that the name ‘Yaakov’ hints to smallness and the
name ‘Yisrael’ hints at greatness (see Ohr HaChaim on our parsha).
Perhaps this comes to hint to us that a person through his lifetime
is categorized as ‘YaakoV’, his whole life on earth is categorized as
‘smallness’. The ‘greatness’ he is given from time to time is only by
happenstance, and it is only given to him to strengthen him so he
can endure the ‘smallness’ that comes upon him. All this is pre-
arranged for him to guide him in his constant battle with his

yetzer, then logically he will be rewarded in the Eternal World.
Even the righteous who merited being close to Hashem were very
afraid that some sin would cling to them, as it is told about one of
the righteous students of the holy Baal Shem Tov, who would cry
and pray all his life before the Creator, that if HaKadosh Baruch Hu
knows that he will sin on a particular day, He should first take his
life Rachmana litzlan. For the righteous knew that this world exists
only through the merit of the category of ‘smallness’, for this is the
profit HaKadosh Baruch Hu has in His world, that Bnei Yisrael find
themselves in smallness and even so, are led in battle against their
yetzer. Since ‘smallness’ is a weapon against the yetzer, there is
concern that perhaps the enemy can overpower his weapon in
order to defeat the person.

Once the person passes the periods of ‘smallness’, he begins to
understand in hindsight that the ‘smallness’ was only there to help
him do battle with his yetzer. This clarity is categorized as
‘greatness’ because this understanding allows him to serve
Hashem without thinking of the difficulties that come over time.
This is why it states 'nin%? 7xw' m' 1272'' — ‘the time approached
for Yisrael to die’, for every period that passes for a person brings
him closer to the day of his death. The closer a person gets to the
day he dies he merits more and more to be categorized as ‘Yisrael’
which signifies greatness, as every passing time that he battles the
yetzer which tries to make the person stumble to smallness.

The Torah hints that the person should not relax in his avodas
Hashem when he measures his smallness because the truth of the
matter is that this is not enough to hold him back from the avodas
hakodesh, as he proves as time goes on and he outduels the
yetzer. But if chas v’shalom he admires his victories then he has
accomplished nothing. If he does reach a point like this, he must
strengthen himself that at least from now on he will not gloat
about his victories.

In light of what was said, we can say that this is the reason the
Torah first preceded and counted the last seventeen years of
Yaakov’s life before mentioning the rest of his years, to inform the
person that there is no day in his life that is not categorized as
‘smallness’.
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Yaakov’s entire life until he came to Egypt was one long volume of
challenges. From age thirteen until sixty-three, for fifty years he
lived with Eisav in his father’s house in one cage [in Parashas Toldos
we discussed at length the difficult times he had]. After that Eisav
began to chase him and he was forced to flee his fathers house, and
for the next thirty-four years he had to hide from Eisav. The first
fourteen of those years were spent in the house of Shem and Eiver
constantly looking over his shoulder to check if he was being
chased. Then he had to spend the next twenty years in the house of
Lavan, the highest level of impurity, and in his house he endured
both physical and spiritual difficulties. This difficult period lasted in
fear until his meeting with Eisav. He was then hit with the distress
of Dina and being chased by the nations surrounding Shechem. All
he wanted was to live calmly when he was faced with the
aggravation of Yosef who was then separated from him for twenty-
two years. All this took place in the first hundred and thirty years of
his life.

All these days were counted in the general rule that as long as a
person is categorized as ‘vayechi’ — ‘alive’ — he has to categorize
himself as smallness. Therefore, Heaven worked it out that his
entire life had to be to cope with the various strange distresses. In
hindsight, all these hardships were just an illusion from the
destroying Satan, for over time it was proven that the encrustations
of ‘Eisav’, ‘Lavan’, and ‘Shechem’ did not last, and even the matter
of Yosef was a false worry, and all this was the work of the yetzer to
stop Yaakov from serving Hashem.

But when we come to the last seventeen years of Yaakov, when all
his hardships were behind him, and more so, now he was being
sustained from the table of the king, and Yosef was the provider for
anything he lacked. Now it seems to us that these years were no
longer in ‘smallness’, and then we would find a situation where a
person can be on earth without being categorized as smallness.
Therefore, the Torah informs us that even these years were
categorized as ‘smallness’. This is why it states nawy yaw apy: 'nv’
'Dx¥n yaxa mw — ‘Yaakov lived seventeen years in the land of
Egypt’, that even his last seventeen years were categorized as
‘Yaakov’ — ‘smallness’.

True, during these years he did not have to endure hardships, but
he did have to cope with battles. Just as the hardships were battles
with the yetzer, so too the good times were also his battles. Now
that all the worldly delicacies were on Yaakov’s table, he had to
cope with the yetzer who wanted him to taste the fine things of this
world. Particularly while in Egypt which was called the ‘despicable
land’, and its inhabitants are taken captive after enjoying
nonsensical pleasures. The entire atmosphere of Egypt was to seek
out new pleasures and it was incumbent on Yaakov and his sons to
guard that they are not drawn after the impure atmosphere of
Egypt that surrounded them. This was a difficult task to overcome.
The outcome of all that has been said is that the person must
understand what Hashem wants from him. He should not wonder
about the various hardships he had to endure throughout his life as
they are only a distraction to stop him from serving Hashem. He
came to where he is through hashgacha and he must be careful not
to relax from serving Hashem, even if these life events want him to
relax chas v’shalom.

OO



Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Vayechi 5781
Translation by Reb Chaim Marcus

The exalted lesson from Rabbainu Hakadosh a spark of Yakov Avinu

Every shabbos we are like Rabbainu Hakadosh,
from the aspect of the Neshama Yesaira which is rooted
in the nachala of Yakov Avinu that never died

In this week’s parsha, parshas Vayechi it is worthy to
examine the greatness of Yakov Avinu’s keddusha about which
Chazal testified about him that he never died, like it is written
(Bereishis 49, 33)

Ay SR JON Y121 1URn OR 1Y 910K 1913 0N 1YY apye Yo

Yakov finished commanding his sons he gathered his
feet to the bed and he passed away and was gathered to his
nation. And Rashi explained “And he passed away and was
gathered” death wasn’t said about him, and our sages taught
(Tanis 5) Yakov Avinu didn’t die.

Surely this idea needs a further explanation, since we see that
the Egyptians embalmed his body, and afterword’s Yakov’s sons
buried his body In Ma’aras hamachpela, how can it be said that
he never died. And on this idea, we find a lofty explanation in the
words of Rabbainu Bchayai (Bereishis 49, 33), that Yakov Avinu
did not die in the sense that he can always cloth his neshama in
the body as if he were alive, and here are his holy words:

“And he passed away and was gathered” and death is not
mentioned by him, and Chazal learned that Yakov Avinu did
not die. And behold this parsha testifies that he died, since
the Egyptians embalmed his body and cried over him for
seventy days and afterword his sons buried him in Ma’'aras
hamachpela, the burial place of his fathers. But the meaning
of “didn’t die” is that he did not taste the taste of death. Or
the idea of “didn’t die” was because his neshama was always
hovering over his body from the power of his keddusha, the
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rest of the neshamot of the tzadikim that are not on the same
level of keddusha as him, go back to their root and source,
and because they went up they wont come back down, but
Yakov’s body, kedusha and high level his neshama would go
up and come back down, and this great power isn’t found
besides for the keddoshim in Eretz Yisrael, the individual
ones of the generation, like Rabbainu Hakadosh.

Rabbainu Hakadosh came back down after his
death to make kiddush on wine on le’il Shabbos

Later in his teaching, Rabbainu Bchayai brings an amazing
teaching from the gemara (Kesuvos 103) that Chazal revealed to
us about Rabbainu Hakadosh after his death:

1971 BTY NN 10232, 7K 2137 8K 31 YW InTves npwa 1231 un’
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The Sages taught at the time of the passing of Rebbe,
he said I need my sons. His sons entered. He said to them
be careful with the honor of your mother, my lamp should
be lit in its usual place, my table should be set in its usual
place, the bed should be arranged in its usual place. And the
gemara explains the reason that he asked to leave his table and
bed ready:
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Every le’il Shabbos Rebbe would come to his home and
one le’il Shabbos a neighbor came and called for Rebbe’s
wife, Rebbe’s handmaid told the neighbor to be quiet
because Rebbe was sitting in the house. Once it was known
to Rebbe that the neighbors knew about him coming, he
didn’t come back, to not make it seem like slander to the
earlier Tzadikim.

Accordingto this Rabbainu Bchayai explains Rebbe Yochanan’s
words “Yakov Avinu didn’t die”, meaning that he was on level that
he was able to cloth himself in his body as if he were alive. And
we need to explain his words further according to what Rebbe
Akiva Eiger brought in the Gilion Hashas (ibid) a wonderous
teaching from the Sefer Chasidim (siman 1127) about Rabbainu
Hakadosh that he came to his house on le’il Shabbos: “that he
was seen in his nice clothing that he would wear for Shabbos and
exempt everyone with his kiddush, and not like all the other dead
that are free of mitzvot, because Tzadikim live and exempt with
their kiddush”. We see clearly from this that he was alive, so much
so that he was obligated in all the mitzvos.

Rebbe Yehuda Hanasi is a spark of Yakov Avinu

Like a servant standing in front of a lion I feel humbled to add
a sweetness should be added to words of Rabbainu Bchayai, to
explain the reason that Rabbainu Hakadosh was zoche to be on
the level of Yakov Avinu, that he didn’t die, according to what is
written in the beginning of the parsha (Bereishis 47, 28):

"W WY Paw 0MRn yaNa apys

And Yakov lived in Egypt for seventeen years. Chazal
tell us in the medrish (Bereishis Rabba 96, 5) about Rabbainu
Hakadosh, Rebbe Yehuda Hanasi:
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In his life he lived in Tzipori seventeen years, and he would
read the pasuk about himself “and Yakov lived in Egypt seventeen
years”, and Yehuda lived in Tzipori seventeen years.

And the Megale Amukos explained the reason that Rabbainu
Hakadosh compared himself to Yakov Avinu, according to what
we learned in the Mishna (Pirkei Avos 2, 1):

WY NIRAN KA U5 0N Y M2 AW 77T KT TR (1IN e
BTN 17 1 nRant
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Rebbe said what is the straight way that a person should
choose for himself, all that brings Tiferes to the one who
chooses it and Tiferes in the eyes of others. And the Arizal
explains in Likutie Shas (Avos 2, page 50), the reason Rebbe
chose this statement, according to what is known that Yakov
avinus’s midah is Tiferet, and since Rebbe was a spark of Yakov,
therefore he said that the straightway a person should choose
is : all that brings Tiferes to the one who chooses it and Tiferes
in the eyes of others.

Through this, the Megale Amukos was mechadesh here and
he wrote it in his sefer on Parshas Va'eschanan, that this is the
reason Rabbainu Hakadosh is called Rebbe Yehuda Hanasi, since
the acronym of &»w1 is 122'x apy™ Y'w 111 (Nitzotzo Shel Yakov
Avinu). Therefore, Rabbainu Hakadosh said about himself “and
Yakov lived in Egypt seventenn years, and Yehuda lived in Tzipori
seventeen years”, because he wanted to hint that he had a nitzos
of Yakov Avinu.

Therefore, this is the reason that Rabbainu Hakadosh was
zoche to cloth himself in his body after his death, because he was
the nitzos of Yakov Avinu who didn’t die. Its sweet to understand
through this the reason that he came to his house specifically
on le’il Shabbos, the nachala of Yakov, as we have learned in the
gemara (Shabbos 118)

IR (-1 YY) MANAY DR YA o 1Y Pant nawn N oaaynn by
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All who delight in the Shabbos is given a nachala without
borders, as it is written (Yeshayahu 58, 14) “then you shall
delight in hashem and I will cause you to ride on the heights
of the world and I will feed you from the nachala of Yakov
your father.” Therefore, him being a nitzos of Yakov, he came
down to this world to make kiddush on Shabbos, that is his
inheritance.

But now would be a fitting time to an answer this wonder,
for why was Rabbainu Hakadosh sent down to this world every
le’il Shabbos and clothed in his body to make kiddush for his
family. Is it not a big rule that HKBH doesn’t do miracles in vain.
Inasmuch as it is true in the way pshat, it could be said that HKBH
wanted to show the great power of the tzaddikim, that even in
their deaths are called living. However, this idea demands a
deeper understanding, therefore let us go on a journey and look
at the whole of our holy rebbeim, the lights of the world that will
brighten the way of understanding this.
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Yakov Avinu did not die because
he was metaken the sin of Eitz Hada’as

In way of introduction, we should explain the reason that
Yakov was zoche to such a high level that he did not die, according
to what the Arizal explained in Sha’ar Hapsukim (Vayigash) of
which Yakov said to Paroah (Bereishis 47, 9):

991t 22 2% 1T YT UYMW ANRT RMDW M0 Y nY

The years of my life on earth are a hundred and thirty
years, few and hard have been the days of my life. Through
what is explained in the Zohar Hakaddosh (Parshas Bereishis 35)
that Yakov Avinu was a gilgul and tikkun of Adam Harishon:

"R TIWRAT DTINT MR APYT I PIWRAT QINT R2A1T 2Py N

Yaakov is an example of Adam Harishon As Yakov has the
face of Adam Harishon.

on this Chazal hint to us in their words (Bava Metzia 84):
"R BIRT N0 PR 1IER 3PP ey

The face of Yakov Avinu is like the face of Adam
Harishon.

And it was taught in the gemara (Eruvin 18):
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Rebbi Meir would say: Adam Harishon was a very
great chassid, When he saw that death was imposed as a
punishment because of him, he observed a fast for a hundred
and thirty years, and he separated from his wife for a
hundred and thirty years, and wore belts of fig leaves on his
body for a hundred and thirty years. Therefore, just like Adam
Harishon caused himself pain for a hundred and thirty years to
atone for the sin of Eitz Hada’as, so to Yakov the tikkun of Adam
Harishon suffered for a hundred and thirty, and that is why he
said “The years of my life on earth are a hundred and thirty
years, few and hard have been the days of my life”. These are
his holy words.

And here we gained an understanding into the reason that
Yakov Avinu did not die, because Adam Harishon brought death
to the world, like it is written (Breishis 2, 17):
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From Eitz Hada’at good and bad do not eat from it because
the day you eat from it you will die, therefore Yakov who
repaired what Adam Harishon sinned in Eitz Hada’as did not die,
because he went back to the bechina of Adam Harishon before
the sin. Since we still need a tikkun for all of Am Israel that were
included in Adam Harishon in the time of the sin, therefore death
will only be completely cancelled, when there is a full tikkun
which will come in the future Ge’ula, that is when the dead will
come back to life.

The purpose of creating man
is for him to live in two worlds

And it is fit to elaborate on this big fundamental concept
through the pure teaching of the Or Hachaim Hakadosh (Parshas
Bechukosai 26, 3) in one of the forty-two explanations on the
pasuk:

JBRRIN QNPT 1IRYN MNTIRA AR 199N TP orR”

If you follow My laws and observe My commandments.
And here is what he wrote to answer the question on what HKBH
decreed death on Adam Harishon in the sin of Eitz Hada'at,
meaning thatifhe would nothave sinned, he would have remained
alive in this world, but is not it so that the purpose of the creation
of man is for him to be zoche to go up to the Olam Ha’elyon and
enjoy the pleasures of the accomplishments of Torah that are
impossible to achieve in this world. And he answers this question
in his holy words:

When Hashem created man, He did not do so for man merely
to remain stationary in this present world forever and not to
commit a sin. In fact, such an existence would in-itself represent
spiritual decline and be sinful. Hashem’s intention for man was
to ascend to the Olam Ha’elyon, that there he will reap what he
has sown. Just as Eliyahu who went up in a storm to the heavens
(Melachim 1II 2,11). Due to the original sin, man must have his
skin removed and his body will remain behind in this world
when his soul ascends to Heaven.

Now with clarity in our eyes we can understand how great
of a level Yakov was zoche to - “Yakov Avinu didn’t die”, that
which we learned from the words of Rabbainu Bchayai, he was
able to cloth himself in his body as if he were alive, since he
was the gilgul and tikkun of Adam Harishon, that before the
sin was worthy of living in both worlds at the same time, but
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after the sin he was decreed to death, therefore Yakov who was
metaken the sin of Adam Harishon was worthy to live in both
worlds at the same time, that even after his death he was able
to cloth himself in his body, “like a man who lives in the house
and attic”.

The neshama yesa’ira on Shabbos
lives in this world and the Olam Ha’elyon

On this path we will go on to explain what HKBH arranged, that
Rabbainu Hakadosh the nitzos of Yakov Avinu would come down
from his dwelling place in the Olam Ha’elyon on le’il Shabbos,
to cloth himself in his body and make kiddush for his family,
according to what we learned on in the gemara (Be’itza 16):
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A neshama yesa’ira is given to man on Erev Shabbos and
on Motzie Shabbos is taken back from him, like is written
(Shemos 31, 17) “He stopped his work and rested” since he
stopped his work, woe the nefesh is lost. And Rashi explained
“neshama yesa’ira”, an expansion of the heart to be able to rest,
have joy and be wide open, and he will eat and drink and his soul
won't stop him”.

And the commentators wondered: 1. how can it be that the
definition of the neshama yesa’ira is that it can eat and drink
without his soul stopping him, isn't the spiritual neshama
yearning for spiritual things and not food and drink. 2. How
did they learn in the gemara: “He stopped his work and rested”
since he stopped his work, woe the nefesh is lost, is it not
so that when a person stops his work on Erev Shabbos the
neshama yesa’ira goes into him and doesn’t leave until Motzie
Shabbos, if so why does the pasuk hint to its departure already
in the beginning of Shabbos: “since he stopped his work, woe
the nefesh is lost.”

From within my heart an answer was whispered on all of this
based on what is explained in the Midrash Shochar Tov (Tehilim
92) after Adam Harishon sinned with the Eitz Hada’as on Friday,
the day he was created on the tenth hour, as it is taught in the
gemara (Sanhedrin 38): "m1o nwy”

On the tenth he strayed. That since the tenth hour is so
close to Shabbos, he was zoche to be saved from death, in the
zchus of Shabbos:
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The day of Shabbos came and became an advocate for him,
Shabbos said before HKBH, Master of the world, in the six days of
creation no one was punished in the world and you are going to
start with me, is this my keddusha and is this my rest, and for the
sake of Shabbos he was saved from the judgment of Gehinnom,
since Adam saw the power of Shabbos, Adam came and sang
the song of praise for Shabbos Mizmor Shir Leyom Hashabbos
(Tehilim ibid). Shabbos replied to him, to me you are singing a
song of praise, you and I should sing a song to HKBH, like it is
written “Tov Lehodot Lahaheshm”.

The neshama yesa’ira did not sin in Eitz hada’as

In the “Chidushei MAHRIL Diskin” (Parshas Ki Sisa) there is a
beautiful insight on this idea. Why is it that specifically Shabbos
advocated for Adam Harishon and saved him from death, since
the neshama yesa’ira only enters the man on Shabbos, we see
that when Adam Harishon ate from Eitz Hada’as on Friday the
neshama yesa'ira had no part or portion in that sin, and it was not
part of the decree to be killed, therefore Shabbos advocated on
behalf of Adam Harishon that he is not worthy to die on Shabbos
since the neshama yesa’ira within him did not sin at all.

Therefore, in the zchus of the neshama yesa’ira, HKBH delayed
the decree for Adam to be killed on the “day” in the perspective
of Adam Harishon: “On the day you shall eat from it you will
be killed”, To the “day” in the perspective of HKBH, which is a
thousand years, like it written (Tehilim 90, 4):

7eie5a FNIAYRT 1YY 93 DIANK 01D Y DAY 59N 97

For in Your sight a thousand years are like yesterday that
has passed, like a watch of the night, but Adam Harishon gave
seventy years of his life to Dovid Hamelech, and he himself lived
for only nine hundred and thirty years.

Based on what was said we will be able understand nicely
what the Ben Ish chay wrote, that we make kiddush on wine
and make Hamotzie on Lechem Mishne, to be metaken the sin of
Adam Harishon that was on wine and bread, like we learned in
the gemara (Brachos 40):

RY27AW 927 79 PRY 19T 183,908 K7 129, 1IWNRAT DN 1mn YRy 19N
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The tree from which Adam Harishon ate, Rebbi Meir says
It was a vine, as nothing brings wailing and trouble upon

Parshas Vayechi 5781 | 4

OO



man other than wine, as it is written “And he drank from the
wine and became drunk... Rabbi Yehuda says It was wheat”.
The Ben Ish Chai determined that both opinions are true, Eitz
Hada’as was both wine and bread, like the Mana that had the
ability to have within it all forms of taste, that is why on Shabbos
koddesh which is close to the time of the sin, which was at the
end of Friday, we make Kiddush on wine and make a Bracha on
Lechem Mishne, to be metaken the sin of Eitz Hada’as that was
done with wine and bread.

When we combine the words of the Ben Ish Chai with the
words of the MAHRIL Diskin Zt"], because the neshama yesa’ira
only comes in to the man on Shabbos that didn’t at all sin in the
sin of Eitz Hada’as, its explained wonderfully that we are metaken
the sin of Eitz Hada’as on Shabbos with kiddush on wine and the
Bracha on Lechem Mishne, because the tikkun is done with the
neshama yesa’ira who did not sin in Eitz Hada'as, therefore it has
the strength to be metaken the neshama that did sin.

Based on what was said we will gain an understanding of the
idea that Shabbos is Me’ayin Olam Haba, like we learned in the
gemara (Brachos 57): .”xan oy’ mowwn 18 naw”

Shabbos is a sixtieth of Olam Haba. In the Toras Chaim he
says (Eiruvin 19) that this is the reason we make kiddush on
wine, corresponding to the wine that is saved by HKBH which is
going to be drunk by the tzadikkim in the world to come, and we
eat fish and meat to correspond to the great whale and wild ox
that HKBH is going to feed the tzadikkim in the world to come.
According to what was said, the reason that should be give for
that, because Shabbos is the ultimate tikkun for the sin of Eitz
Hada’as and is Me’ayin Olam Haba which is when there will be a
complete tikkun of the sin of Eitz Hada’as.

The neshama yesa’ira dwells
in the house and attic

How great and sweet it is to bring upon the table of kings an
exalted idea, to explain with praise the reason that HKBH lowers
down to this world the neshama yesa’ira on Shabbos which is
Me’ayin Olam Haba from the Olam Ha'elyon, because when we
think were able to see that the neshama yesa’ira which didn’t sin
in Eitz Hada’as and was not decreed to death, it is truly in the
bechina of Adam Harishon before sin, therefore it comes into the
body on Erev Shabbos without the pain of labor, and on motzie
Shabbos it exits the body without the pain of death, and the next
Shabbos she again returns down to the body in this world, and
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that is how the neshama yesa'’ira lives throughout the entire life
of man in two worlds, for example someone who lives in a house
and the attic at the same time.

It should also be added that this is the reason HKBH chose
to send the neshama yesa'ira specifically on Shabbos, since it
is the time of tikkun for the sin of Eitz Hada’as, to show us the
practicality of what we caused in the sin of Eitz Hada’as , because
without the sin we could have lived in two worlds like a person
who is living in the house and the attic simultaneously, without
the pain of death, and a proof for this is the neshama yesa’ira that
goes into the body and exits it without the pain of death, and by
this we should take into our hearts to fix our part in the sin of Eitz
Hada’as by doing teshuva and good deeds.

Here we will gain by explaining the statement: A neshama
yesa’ira is given to man on Erev Shabbos and on Motzie
Shabbos is taken back from him, like is written “He stopped
his work and rested” since he stopped his work, woe the
nefesh is lost. The meaning being that specifically at the
beginning of Shabbos when we are zoche to the neshama yesa’ira
that left the body last motzie Shabbos, we should pay attention
to the fact that just like the neshama yesa’ira comes down and
goes back from world to world without the pain of death, so to
we could have lived with the neshama of the weekdays without
the pain of death.

And that’s how Chazal learned what is written: “He stopped
his work and rested” since he stopped his work, woe the
nefesh is lost. And Rashi explained: woe to the nefesh that
left. Meaning that we should be saddened by the fact of death of
the nefesh of the weekdays: woe the nefesh is lost, because we
could have been with our nefesh in our bodies, and it would go up
and back down from world to world, without the pain of death,
and we should really take this idea into our hearts to be metaken
what we have sinned in Eitz Hada’as.

According to what we said we have opened a path to
understanding the depth of what Rashi explained as the definition
of the neshama yesa’ira: “an expansion of the heart to be able to
rest, have joy and be wide open, and he’ll eat and drink and his
soul won’t stop him”. Because since the spiritual nefesh is scared
to eat and drink, from the fear of failing in the realm of eating like
it failed in the sin of Eitz Hada’as, but on Shabbos koddesh we
have the neshama yesa’ira that didn’t sin at all in Eitz Hada'as,
it does not have the fear of eating and drinking in the honor of
Shabbos koddesh, because on the contrary eating and drinking
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in the way of the mitzvah of Lechem mishne and wine, they are a
wonderous tikkun for the sin of Eitz Hada'as.

The neshama yesa’ira on Shabbos
is rooted from Yakov Avinu

And now come and see that the explanation of the concept
of the neshama yesa’ira fits beautifully with the great chidush
we find from the Sfas Emes (Parshas Beshalach year TRNZ), that
the neshama yesa’ira is rooted from Yakov Avinu which Shabbos
is his nachala, in his holy words: and this itself is the bechina
of nachalas Yakov, a nachala without restrictions, which is the
bechina of the neshama yesa'ira...Yakov prepared for Am Israel
the bechina of nachala without restrictions, a neshama yesa’ira
without borders and unknown measure.. like is written and [ will
feed you from the nachala of Yakov your father”.

According to what we said, the connection between Yakov
Avinu and the neshama yesa'’ira is explained nicely, because like
Yakov Avinu who didn’t die, who could always cloth himself in
his body as if he were living, since he was metaken his part in
the sin of Eitz Hada’as, and was zoche to live in two worlds like a
man who is living in a house and an attic simultaneously, so to the
neshama yesa’ira on Shabbos that is in every person in Am Israel
that is rooted in Yakov Avinu, goes up and back down between
two worlds without the pain of death.

Family Madeb for the
Refuah Shelimah of Lea bat Virgini

And now our hearts will be full of joy and our eyes will shine
by understanding the reason as to why HKBH sent Rabbainu
Hakaddosh’s neshama from the Olam Ha’elyon on Le’il Shabbos
Koddesh, to cloth himself in his body and make Kiddush on
wine which is a tikkun for the sin of Eitz Hada’as, and on motzie
Shabbos he returned to his place of rest in the Olam Ha’elyon like
a man who lives in a house and an attic simultaneously, because
Rabbainu Hakaddosh is the Rebbe of all of Am Israel, who wrote
the Mishna in order to not allow the Torah shba’al peh to be

forgotten from Am Israel.

HKBH wanted to teach Am Israel a tremendous lesson, that
every Shabbos every single person has the bechina of Rabbainu
Hakaddosh, because just like Rabbainu Hakaddosh him being a
nitzos of Yakov Avinu who didn’t die, came down on Le’il Shabbos
to make kiddush on wine and on motzie Shabbos would return to
his place in the Olam Ha'elyon without pain, so to the neshama
yesa'ira which is a nitzos of Yakov Avinu, comes down to this
world from the Olam Ha’elyon on Shabbos and goes into the
body and on motzie Shabbos he exits without pain, because on
Shabbos we have the bechina of a man who lives in a house and

an attic simultaneously.

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg nioth
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandchildren

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com
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By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

n the criminal courts, we see the wrongdoer as being

completely to blame and the victim to be completely

innocent. In the therapeutic world, we see it a little
differently. There can be the wrongdoer, the offending one, and
the victim, who may be an enabler. Any victim would become
indignant being referred to as an enabler, the connotation of
which is that they contributed to their being hurt.

Yet enablers, while definitely victims, may still contribute to
being chosen. Research has shown that predators profile
possible victims before targeting the easiest ones. In many
cases, spouses contribute to being mistreated if they apologize
when they have nothing to apologize for, which empowers
their spouse. It doesn’t mean that they are bad people, just
that their actions contributed to the result and that they have
the ability to act differently and possibly could have avoided
becoming a victim.

More important than these research papers are that we find

this same concept in the Torah. The Medrash (99:1) explains
that the Bais Hamikdash was built on Binyamin's portion
because he was the only one who was not involved in selling
Yosef. It would seem that Yosef, the victim of the sale, should
have earned the right as compensation for being sold.

The lesson is that Yosef’s (sincere) action and how he
interacted with his brothers, caused his their actions and he
is not completely blameless. As a result, he is also disqualified
from having the Bais Hamikdash on his portion.

This Torah rule, that people must always extract their
contribution to any situation, even if |) it was minor and 2)
they, themselves, suffered, is important in our daily life. Don’t
be angry at others and don’t be “holier-than-thou” when you
may have been a part of what happened. Instead of anger, focus
on your contribution to the problem and, in doing so, prevent
it from repeating itself.

| Am Not That Person Anymore

any people’s emotional decisions,and their subsequent

actions and reactions, are often made spontaneously.

Their choices are often limited, based on their
personality and their previous experiences. For example,
some people would never consider apologizing because they
are stubborn, either by nature or by their upbringing. Their
choices are limited to fighting, or ignoring whatever took
place. Others would never fight because it’s not their nature
and the only response available to them is to apologize, even
if doing so will only exacerbate the problem. Both of these
people are truly unaware that they have alternative responses.

There’s another reason people only choose from a limited
number of options instead of their entire “portfolio”. They
may not be skilled in certain areas. Some situations may
require humor, and others can only be solved with methodical
thought. Some don’t have those skills. Others have those skills
etched in their DNA but have no experience using them.They
may not have seen those skills used in their homes and, as a
result, they simply can’t imagine that those skills are effective.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

It's a shame when people have multiple options but only
consider using a few of them. In general, having a small arsenal
means that they will only succeed in a small percentage of the
situations that they face. People who only use a small number
of skills require a complete makeover and should speak to
someone to help them expand the number of skills that they
have.

This challenge, using the same few emotions or responses, can
be seen even when people are trying to help others.They do
so by bullying them to do what's right, getting upset when they
fail, and staying silent when they succeed. Many well-meaning
people (Rabbeim that scream, parents that hit, friends that stay
silent) have been unable to bring success because of a lack of
recognizing that they have many different possible tools to use
to achieve their sincere, even lofty, goals.

Otherwise, people think combatively because in their life, up
to this point, they have seen being combative as the “cure-all”,
applied more often than anything else. That may be because
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they have been surrounded by people who are combative.
Others can only cry when things go wrong. No emotion is
wrong, but they can be used in the wrong situations.

Others have a limited emotional range, and reaction, because
they lack self-esteem and, therefore, their reactions are less
concerned with their available tools than with protecting
the belief that their essence is being challenged. | know a few
people that are always indignant, protecting values and
positions that don’t need (or aren’t worth) defending.
They consider anyone who is accommodating to be
selling out. Recently, | have been challenged multiple times
whenever | accommodate others who are very concerned
about contracting the virus. When people feel that
accommodating is a sign of weakness or of a lack of
values, they are suspect to me of lacking character in
several possible, unrelated, areas.

| want to share three thoughts in regard to the typical person,
someone who has enough skills to make it through the day but
not enough to truly succeed in life.

I) People should learn how to live
their personal life from the business
world. | include Rebbeim in the business
world (yes, that’s also a business). In the
broader sense, | am referring to how
we act and think when we're interacting
with strangers and when what we hope
to achieve is quantifiable, such as closing
a sale or getting a student to smile.
One of my friends who was indignant
that | accommodate people who take
the virus seriously acknowledged that
for business he would do the same.That is, | assume, because
business is quantifiable.

When people are in their homes they may never consider
patience as a strength.They consider themselves to be the bull
in the china shop, getting their way because they are the biggest
presence in the room.Yet, at work, they are patient, accepting,
and agreeable, and they go with the flow. While these two
distinct skills each have a place where they can be effective
or counterproductive, many people wouldn’t consider using
a business skill in the home or vice versa. This subconscious
decision to limit their actions and reactions damages their
family’s successes.

| found it interesting that accommodating for no reason is
“selling out” but for selfish reasons (eg business) is not selling
out.Yet it's common that for business, people utilize more skills
than they do in their personal lives. That’s because, for business,
people take no chances of failure and “force” themselves to

"Most fea}ale become
Petter as t[u:y Age.
Few 7;30};1& take
advantaqge of that
renlitv. "

access more emotions, such as empathy and accommodation,
than they do in their private lives.

Successful people consider their homes, spouses, and children
as businesses, in the sense that they must succeed, that every
step they take brings with it a quantifiable goal, such as a smile
or a feeling of friendship, and that each motivational act they
offer to their family is seen as quantifiable. Therefore, they have
no choice but to access every skill they have, even if they never
used it until now or never saw it in their own parents’ homes.

All people have the ability to use each skill in each situation.
Because many people’s childhood home experiences were
limited, it is inconceivable for them to consider that, even if
it takes longer to reach their goal than they are comfortable
with, utilizing their business skills is exactly what is needed in
the home. In the same vein, some will apply their work skills in
the home but not between friends and neighbors.

2) People mistakenly believe that their skills are finite, the
same they had years ago when they
may have spent time figuring out who
they were. They don’t realize that their
repertoire of skills increases, decreases,
and evolves in both variety and quality.

People can’t imagine that they may have
become patient, an ability their parents
used to be critical of them for lacking.
We are not always who we once were.
As | get older, | have found many things
easier for me than they were just a few
years ago.Acknowledging this possibility
will help people realize that they have
become patient or diplomatic, even if, in their twenties, it was
not who they were. Most people become better as they
age. Few people take advantage of that reality.

3) Even when people become aware of skills that they never
knew they had available to them, it is difficult for them to keep
those same traits in mind. Instead, they may use a newfound
skill once or twice, appreciate its result, and then revert back
to their few familiar skills which are unhelpful in their present
situation. Being mindful of this possibility will help people
increase the number of responses available to them in their
personal database.

My message is that all people are very talented, and they are
able to succeed in most situations. Ve are just not aware of
our potential and the depth of personality that we have.The
more aware we become, the greater our success will be in all
areas of our lives.
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A Study of Shabbos #11
Tehillim and Shabbos - Chochmah, Binah and Yosef Hatzaddik
By David Gurwitz

We ended last week’s column by commenting that the final sentence in Tehillim kappitel 107
says, “Mi chochom veyishmar eileh veyisbonenu chasdei Hashem - Whoever is wise, let him note
these things and they will understand the kindnesses of Hashem.” Chaim has a value of 68,
which equals that of the word chochom. We explained that Tehillim 107 expresses the four types
of savings we experienced in the midbar, and the roshei teivos of these four spell the word
chaim. Therefore, the Baal Shem Tov instituted to say this kappitel before Shabbos. One of the
uses of our chochmah every week, especially before Shabbos, is to appreciate how our lives are
constantly being saved.

We also wrote that during Kiddush every Friday night, we say “zeicher I'Yetzias Mitzrayim” and
“zeicher lemaaseh bereishis.” These two inyanim represent Rosh Hashanah, the creation of
Adam, and Pesach, when we left Mitzrayim and became a nation. Both are times to thank Hashem
for being freed.

We can also keep in mind that these two times have a tremendous kesher with Yosef Hatzaddik,
who was freed on Rosh Hashanah, and whose sale, wisdom and unparalleled management skills
set the foundation for Klal Yisroel to go down to Mitzrayim.

I'd like to explore wisdom, discernment and knowledge, chochmah, binah and daas, the mental
skills we pray for in the fourth bracha of Shemonah Esrei. The topic of analyzing how to think
about and process the increasing amount of information and make decisions from them is one
that I personally struggle with constantly.

In "The Art of Jewish Prayer,” Rabbi Yitzchok Kirzner zt”l explains all the brachos of Shemonah
Esrei. Regarding the fourth bracha, "Atah chonein le’adam daas - You are the One who grants
knowledge,” he states the following:

"We often conceptualize wisdom as a faculty that allows us to extrapolate from our experience
or accumulated knowledge to novel situations. Judaism tells us that by virtue of our connection
with Hashem, we can possess forms of wisdom that are outgrowths of our relationship with Him.
This divinely granted understanding allows us to discern between values and activities that
appear superficially identical, but which have critically different effects on our lives and our souls.
These are the types of wisdom for which we petition Hashem in this prayer - which is the only
amidah prayer that prefaces a request with a statement that Hashem graciously gives us
something - to reinforce to us that intelligence and wisdom are not innate assets that we have
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independent of Hashem'’s participation. There is a deeper level of knowledge that depends upon
the depth of our relationship with Hashem. The parts of our potential that become actualized
through brainstorms and insights are special gifts from Him.”

Rabbi Kirzner explains that the biblical origin of this bracha is brought in the Medrash, which
says that the malachim that saw Hashem teach Yosef Hatzaddik seventy languages of the world
recited this blessing. Yosef needed to learn these in order to be the ruler for 80 years until “a
new king arose.”

It is interesting that the value of the word arose, vayokom, is 156, the same as that of Yosef.
The new king - or, as Chazal also suggest, the old king who forgot what Yosef had done to save
Mitzrayim - was the keneged, the offset.

There is also an opinion from Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer (chapter 40) that the malachim saw that
Hashem had taught Moshe Rabbeinu the secret of the names of Hashem. It is also interesting
that the letters of Moshe can be rearranged to spell the word Hashem. They said, “"Blessed are
You, Hashem, who grants knowledge.”

This special bracha serves as our bridge from leaving Shabbos and beginning the prayers of the
first evening of the new week with an addition that still refers our minds to Shabbos in terms of
its distinction, and which we reiterate during Havdalah at home. I'd like to share the following
thoughts which “hit” me when I was reading the words in Parshas Mikeitz relating to when Yosef
Hatzaddik was brought before Paroh and after he interpreted Paroh’s dream.

Yosef said that Paroh should choose a man who is “ish navon vechochom - a man who is discreet
and wise.” 1 noticed a few things about these three words. First, the last letters spell the word
shemen, and we read Parshas Mikeitz during Chanukah. Second, the gematria of the three words,
with the kollel of each word, is 496, which is the gematria of malchus, a position Yosef essentially
assumed after showing wisdom and understanding. Third, the combined gematria of the words
navon (108) and vechochom (74) is 182, which is the value of the word Yaakov, Yosef’s father,
from whom he learned so much wisdom. This, too, was a hint to Paroh that the man should have
a mesorah from a prior generation which was wiser. Fourth, the first letters of chochom (ches)
and navon (nun) spell the word chein.

However, what struck me was that binah, cognate to the word navon, was mentioned first,
before chochmah. Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”/ explains this in a lengthy analysis. He
follows Yosef’s focus on attributing any success in his endeavors to Hashem, stating that Hashem
gave him the ability to interpret dreams and to analyze that Paroh’s dream, repeated twice, is
because the matter stands ready from Hashem, and that Hashem is hurrying to bring it to pass:

"Whereas, generally, chochmah comes before binah, here the chochom has to act like the
cognate word agam - taking in what is before one. Meaning, he who recognizes things for what
they are and what they should be is a chochom. Chochom and binah are both gifts...but the
truest chochom is the one who takes the nature of what things are and what they are meant to
be from the One who made things what they are and fixed what they should be.”

To be continued... David
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Yaakov lived in the land of Egypt. (47:28)

Rashi asks (based on a Midrash), “Why is this parsha
setumah, closed?” Despite the fact that Vayechi begins a new
parshah, it is “closed.” This means it is not set off by the usual
number of spaces that would normally mark it as distinct from the
previous parsha. (In other words, when there are no spaces it is
difficult to discern the beginning of a new parsha.) Rashi offers his
responses. | would like to focus on a meaningful explanation which
Horav Nissan Alpert, zI, renders.

Life (can be — and is) unpredictable and mysterious. Life is
like a “closed book,” its final chapters elusive and hidden until one
reaches the end. Some individuals cannot tolerate the suspense of
reading a mystery novel. Thus, they turn to the pages at the end of
the book to find out what happens at the end before they actually
read the book. This cannot be done with life. Man is formed from
clay (Adam, yesodo mei afar), and he goes through life wondering
when his end will come. When he is in a period of distress he
wonders from whence will come his salvation. We all know that
good might emanate from situations that appear (to our mortal
vision) to be absolutely bad and vice versa. We never know when —
or from where — our salvation will be delivered. (The only thing that
we know for certain is that whatever will come, it will come from
Hashem.)

Yaakov Avinu lived in the land of Egypt. Did the Patriarch
ever imagine that the “Egyptian years” would be the best ones of his
life? Did he believe that one day he would be reunited with Yosef?
Certainly, he hoped that the education and inspiration that he
imparted to Yosef would infuse him with positive spiritual character
and moral traits, but did he ever dream that Yosef would achieve
and maintain tzaddik, righteous, status?

Life is filled with surprises — some good and some that are
not so (to the mortal eye) good. At the end of the day, the term
olam (the Hebrew word for world), which shares its shoresh, root,
with he’elam/ne’elam, concealment, is very appropriate. Life is a
parsha setumah, closed book. We live in an olam, world, in which
much of life is ne’elam, concealed. How do we do it? How do we
successfully, confidently, navigate the sea of life? Bitachon, trust in
Hashem. Without it, we are ne’evad, lost at sea.

We have no dearth of stories which demonstrate the
significance of bitachon and to the lengths to which our people have
gone in their commitment to Hashem. The following is a classic story
which | remembered this morning, as a good friend rushed out early
from davening to be at an important business meeting. The story
was related by the venerable Bobover Rebbe, zl, Horav Shlomo
Halberstam.

A follower of Horav Mordechai Chernobyler, zI, had a
particular habit which he revealed when he visited the Rebbe to
petition his blessing. The Rebbe asked the chassid to recount his
daily schedule. “First, | go to the market to purchase goods and
wares for my business. Then, | go to shul to daven. Following
davening, | go to the market to sell my wares at a profit.”

The Rebbe wondered, “Why do you start your day by
purchasing wares and only afterwards daven?” The man replied,
“The good merchandise is available early in the morning. If | wait

until after | daven to purchase my wares, | would be selling inferior
quality, because that is all | would find.”

It seemed like a common-sense response, one that any of
us might agree is acceptable. The Rebbe countered with a story
about a melamed, itinerant Torah teacher, who earned his livelihood
by journeying from town to town teaching children Torah. He would
eke out a meagre livelihood from a profession that kept him on the
road and away from home most of the year. In the meantime, his
wife and children lived on the debt they incurred, which he paid
when he returned home. Understandably, his year’s salary meant a
lot to him, since it had already been spent.

The teacher was paid for his services with various coins:
the wealthy paid with gold; the middle class “preferred” silver; those
of more modest means paid with nickel or copper. The teacher made
a money belt for himself in which he divided his coins into four
pouches. After a year of teaching, he packed his bag and prepared
for his journey home.

As the first Shabbos of his return trip approached, he knew
that he had to remove his money belt and find a place to leave it for
safekeeping. At first, he decided to bury it, but, when he saw people
in the distance, he became paranoid and alarmed. Pressed for time,
he decided the only alternative was to make a dash to the local
Jewish inn and pray that the innkeeper with whom he would
hopefully deposit the belt was honest and upright. This was a year’s
earnings, which he could not afford to lose.

His doubts coursed through his mind the entire Shabbos.
The innkeeper was accustomed to this, since many a Jewish traveller
left his money with him for Shabbos. As soon as Maariv, the evening
service of Motzoei Shabbos began, the innkeeper brought the
money belt to the teacher to allay his fears. “Do not worry,” he said.
“It is all there — every coin.” To the amazement of the innkeeper,
right in middle of his supplications, the teacher began counting his
coins. (I guess some things do not change.) First came the gold coins,
which were all there. The he opened the pouch containing the silver
coins and ascertained that everything was there. He then proceeded
to do the same with the nickel and copper coins. At this point, the
innkeeper, who had observed the entire process, was shocked and a
bit perplexed.

“I do not understand you,” the innkeeper began. “When
you saw that all of your gold and silver coins were intact, why did
you not trust me then? Yet, you continued to count the ridiculously
less valuable nickel and copper coins.”

At this point, the Chernobyler Rebbe turned to his chassid
and asked, “I want to present you with the same question that the
innkeeper asked the teacher. Every single morning, you wake up and
observe that Hashem has returned your neshamah, soul, your body,
your very life — which is the equivalent of (the teacher’s) gold and
silver coins. If Hashem can be “trusted” to return the valuables, what
makes you think that He will not provide for your livelihood (your
nickel and copper coins)? | think you should work on increasing your
trust in Hashem and believe that He will give you the physical
sustenance that you require. You have no need to rush off to
purchase your goods before you daven Shacharis. Hashem takes
precedence.” P. S. Things have not changed. When we rush out of

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland

Dedicated to the memory of Ellis Goldberg z”’I publisher and distributor of the worldwide edition of Peninim

NI NIIAT 2 NWN 2pY',NMYIY |2 9NN 5N N NDON :NNYY ANIDT NIDTY
PN NIN 2 IN'YYINNNNAENPAY DY 2 DTN DNNAR

OO



MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

davening, we show where our priorities lie and how much trust we
have that all will be provided for us.
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He blessed Yosef ... shall bless the lads and shall call them my
name... And he blessed on that day, saying: “In you shall Yisrael (be)
blessed.” (48:15,16,20)

Yaakov Avinu actually gave two blessings: one to Yosef, and
one to Ephraim and Menashe. Upon reading the text of the
blessings, however, we confront an anomaly: Yaakov actually
directed the blessing meant for Yosef at his sons — Ephraim and
Menashe. The blessing that Yaakov Avinu gave to Ephraim and
Menashe was all about Yosef. Concerning Yosef’s blessing, the Torah
writes, Yevareich es ha’naarim, “He (Hashem) should bless the lads,”
while, concerning Ephraim and Menashe, the Patriarch said, “In you
(singular), shall Yisrael be blessed,” which implies that the blessing
was to him. Horav Yisrael Belsky, zI, posits that these blessings touch
upon the greatest blessing one can give a father: that he have
children who will do him proud, children who will be a credit to him
and his legacy. Likewise, every child wants (or should want) that his
parents be considered blessed people on account of him. Knowing
that one is a source of pleasure and satisfaction to his parents is an
amazing blessing. We may suggest that when children have parents
of whom they are proud, it is a blessing. Knowing that your “last
name” does not cause you grief as a result of a parent’s ignoble
reputation is a blessing. Furthermore, | think the Torah is alluding to
a double-edged responsibility that parents and children have
towards one another. A father/mother should think twice before
undertaking an activity that might shed ignominy upon their
children’s good name — and vice-versa.

These blessings, however, have greater significance, as the
Rosh Yeshivah explains. Parents are a link in the transmission of
Yiddishkeit/Jewish heritage to their children, the next generation.
When parents eschew their responsibility to live up to the elevated
lifestyle of emunah and bitachon, faith and trust in the Almighty,
bequeathed to them by our forebears, they have failed not only
themselves, but also their progeny. If parents do not live up to their
obligations to Hashem, the continuity of the blessing is severed, and,
rather than inherit blessing, their children are heirs to a curse.

When Shifrah and Puah, at risk to their own lives, saved the
Jewish infants, Hashem gave them a unique reward. The spiritual
trait, yiraas Shomayim, fear of Heaven, which gave them the
fortitude to do what was right, despite the decree of the evil despot,
Pharaoh, became their permanent trait and legacy transmitted
through the generations to the members of their respective families:
Malchus Bais David — the Davidic dynasty; the Houses of Kehunah
and Leviyah. Thus, descendants of Shifrah and Puah became heirs to
a noble, eternal spiritual gene: yiraas Shomayim. The houses of
Kehunah and Leviyah and Malchus Bais David — spiritually
represented the material/physical leadership of the eternal Jewish
nation. Their blessing was not a one-time deal, but rather, a blessing
of nitzchiyus, eternity, that will never be lost.

When Yaakov blessed Yosef through his children, he
signified that the entire Patriarchal legacy of Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov would flow through Yosef to his children, with no distortion
or diminishment in any way. He blessed Yosef that he should be able
to transmit his spiritual inheritance without embellishment, in its
entirety. This is all fine and well, but singling out two grandsons and
granting them tribal status is, in and of itself, a recipe for envy. To
bless the one son who was at the centre of the controversy between
the brothers, which ultimately was the reason for so much strife and
so many years of anguish, seems to be counterproductive. Yaakov
Avinu knew all this, and he certainly was not naive. Yet, he believed
that Klal Yisrael would understand that they will always have one

individual who stands out, who is blessed with extraordinary
capabilities, and who, despite all of his unique attributes, remains
unpretentious and self-effacing. The Patriarch prayed that Kla/
Yisrael would view these lads with nachas and admiration, not with
envy. He prayed that their success not fall prey to the destructive
power of the evil eye, and that they garner respect, not opposition;
admiration, not envy. At the end of the day, one should not go out of
his way to call attention to himself or his child, but, at the same
time, stunting a gifted child just because of what others might say is
just as wrong. The only true competition that we have in life is
ourselves. As such, we must strive to be the best that we can be,
thereby fulfilling our own individual potential.
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By you shall Yisrael bless saying, “May G-d make you like Ephraim
and Menashe.” (48:20)

Yaakov Avinu assured Yosef that, throughout the ages,
Jewish parents would bless their sons, that they grow up to be like
Ephraim and Menashe. Why should these two grandsons of Yaakov,
children raised in the pagan, hedonistic society that Egypt
epitomised, be the paradigms of Jewish parents’ hopes for their
children? At first blush, the mere fact that they “made it” in Egypt
speaks volumes about them and their upbringing. If so, Yaakov
would be speaking only with regard to the galus Jew, who is
challenged by the non-Jewish, assimilationist environment. This is
obviously not the case. Yaakov spoke to all Jews, under all
conditions, whether they are living in Yerushalayim with the Bais
Hamikdash extant, or in galus. Ephraim and Menashe are the
exemplars of the ben Torah for whom every parent wants his son to
aspire to become. Why? What made them so special — even more
than the Shevatim, Tribes, that included the greatest leaders of Klal
Yisrael from whom the nation is nurtured?

Horav Eliyahu Baruch Finkel, zI, explains that Ephraim and
Menashe exemplified the Torah Jew who overcame the
phenomenon of yeridas ha’doros, the decline of the generations.
This general concept posits that the further removed we are from
Har Sinai, the weaker we are spiritually. Chazal (Shabbos 112b) state
the inevitable rule: If the previous generations were like angels (we
perceive them to be angels), then we are humans (we may call
ourselves human beings). If the previous generations were humans,
then we are like donkeys.” (Obviously, this Chazal begs explanation.)
On the surface, maintaining our spiritual status quo is an uphill
challenge. This becomes even more challenging when we view our
lives through the lens of the previous generations. They achieved so
much despite the many challenges and obstacles which they had to
confront. Ephraim and Menashe not only remained totally
committed and wholly observant in a spiritual climate that was
anything but conducive to spiritual growth, but they were able to
achieve tribe status. They were counted as Reuven and Shimon.
Concerning their spiritual growth, they experienced no generational
decline. This is the blessing that we give our children: Be like the
great leaders of the previous generation. Let them be your models;
let them be your lodestar and inspiration.

How did Yosef merit not one, but two sons, who triumphed
over the malady of yeridas ha’doros? Rav Elya Baruch explains that
Yosef lived with d’mus d’yukno shel Aviv, an image of his father,
constantly before him. Even in the cesspool that was Egypt, in the
dungeon, against the seductive force of Potifar’s wife, his father’s
image was always present in his mind. He was never alone. Surely
this is how he raised his sons. When Ephraim and Menashe grew up,
they saw Yaakov Avinu before them at all times. He was not merely
their grandfather, he was their father, their Rebbe. Their father
presented everything that they learned as coming from Yaakow. Is it
any wonder that they achieved tribal status? They lived as Yaakov’s
sons!
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This is the form of chinuch, Torah education, we received in
Telshe Yeshivah sixty years ago. My Rebbeim and Roshei Yeshivah
were, for the most part, survivors of the Holocaust. They had
themselves been students in Telz, Lithuania, and the scene of
learning, coupled with the image and intensity of their saintly
Rebbeim, was fresh in their minds. When we had shiur, it was almost
like a group of young, American boys being transported to the little
classroom in the mechinah of Telz Europe. Our Rebbeim spoke about
their Rebbeim as if they were present. The image they presented to
us was palpable. We were imbued with love for Torah and a
competiveness to excel. We were competing, however, with
talmidim from Kamenitz, Grodno, Slabodka, Baranowitz. We were in
a different milieu. Our Rebbeim had never left; so they invited us to
join them.

With regard to the d’mus d’yukno shel aviv (or imo)
(Yeurshalmi Horiyos 2:5) that saved Yosef from falling prey to
Potifar’s wife’s advances, | wonder how many of us are concerned
regarding the personal d’mus d’yukno that we present to our
children. Yosef was saved from disaster due to the image his father
presented to him. Our children grow up with the values we impart to
them through instruction and by our demeanour. They might forget
the instruction, but the demeanour will remain with them
throughout their lives.

7N 2IPOR YT B ANIWT ANKRI IR 2OPOR DRNT 9D RN O
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“Fear not, for am I instead of G-d? Although you intended the harm,
G-d intended it for good. (50:19,20)

In the last few parshiyos, we have been reading about
Yaakov Avinu’s sons, the Shivtei Kah, Twelve Tribes of Klal Yisrael, the
closest link to our Patriarchs from whom our Nation descends. We
refer to them by name and relate their activities; their sale of Yosef,
followed by their encounter with the viceroy of Egypt, aka, Yosef;
their ensuing remorse over their lack of empathy with his pain; their
being supported by Yosef in Egypt; and, finally, their apology and
request for absolution for their misdeed. Reading all this, we might
lose sight of the greatness of these individuals. They were no simple
human beings; they were refined to the level of Heavenly Angels in
the guise of men. Their “failings” were relative to their extreme level
of spirituality. Their successes were indicative of their spiritual
edification. Clearly, they were not typical human beings.

When Yaakov Avinu was niftar, passed away, the brothers
noted that Yosef’s relationship with them had been altered. The
camaraderie that seemed to prevail during Yaakov’s life suddenly
came to an end. The brothers worried that the time of reckoning had
arrived, since their father was no longer alive to protect them. The
brothers attempted to assuage the feelings they perceived Yosef was
holding against them. Targum Yonasan ben Uziel teaches that the
brothers sent the sons of Bilhah to speak with Yosef. During the
debacle that preceded the controversy and eventual sale of Yosef, he
had been closest with them. Since they were the sons of a co-wife
who had originally been a maidservant, Yosef was able to identify
with them. They were all more or less in the same boat. Bnei Bilhah
presented to Yosef, on behalf of all the brothers, their sincere
apologies for what had occurred years earlier. They even claimed
that their saintly father had instructed them to speak with Yosef and
that Yosef should acquiesce and absolve them.

Chazal (Bereishis Rabbah 100:8), quoted by Horav Eliyahu
Svei, zI, identify Yosef’s specific behaviour that indicated a change in
attitude towards them: When their father was alive, Yosef ate his
meals with his brothers. Following Yaakov’s passing, Yosef no longer
invited them for dinner. Apparently, out of respect for Yaakov, he had
eaten with them. That reason no longer applied. This concerned
them.

Yosef replied to their unasked query: “You thought that |
was angry and preparing to take revenge. It could not be further

from the truth. When Father was alive, he had me sit at the head of
the table, superseding Reuven, the first born, and Yehudah, the
monarch. | acquiesced out of profound respect to our father. Now, |
just cannot do it. | will not sit at the head of the table when Reuven
and Yehudabh sit at regular places. It is not my place to lord over my
brothers. On the other hand, as viceroy of Egypt, it would be
disgraceful for me not to sit at the head of the table. To circumvent
the problem, | do not eat together with you. If | cannot do it
respectfully, | will not do it.”

The Rosh Yeshivah views this Chazal as a characterisation of
the incredible spiritual/moral character of Yosef HaTzaddik. For
seventeen years, at the behest of his father, Yosef sat at the head of
the table. We become complacent creatures of habit after a few
weeks. Yosef did this for seventeen years! Yet, the moment his father
passed, he refused to return to the head of the table. It belonged to
Reuven or Yehudah. No one but Yosef would question his place at
the head of the table. It was not right. His brothers superseded him.
Reuven was the firstborn, a position which elicited respect. Yehudah
was royalty, and, as a monarch, he was obligated to sit at the head of
the table. Only one solution could resolve this problem. He would
not join them for the meal.

As the Rosh Yeshivah asks: Can we imagine what it means
to sit in an exalted place/position for seventeen years and
immediately rescind it? Just like that? These, the Rosh Yeshivah
posits, are not the actions of a human being. These are the actions,
the sensitivity, of a malach, angel. We now have a glimpse into the
world of the Shivtei Kah.

Va’ani Tefillah

21772 no"2
Bircas Kohanim
The Priestly Blessing.

The last blessing of Shemoneh Esrai is the blessing of
Peace. Without shalom, we are in a negative state and unable to
enjoy the preceding blessings. Rather than explain the blessings, |
will relate a vignette that occurred shortly after the Brisker Rav, zl,
moved to Yerushalayim. The Rav davened at home with a minyan,
quorum, comprised of exactly ten worshippers. He had one issue
concerning the minyan. In Eretz Yisrael, real Kohanim recite Bircas
Kohanim every day. In order to achieve this, it is critical that one
member of every minyan be a Kohen, unless the minyan can
“borrow” a Kohen from another minyan. As Rosh Hashanah loomed
closer, the Rav was able to obtain the services of a Kohen who, albeit
davening at another minyan, would arrive at the end of Mussaf for
the Priestly Service. He regretted that he could not join them for
Shacharis. Mussaf arrived, but the Kohen did not. He davened at
another minyan, which took its time with Shacharis.

The worshippers at the Rav’s minyan were becoming
impatient. Some suggested that they begin Mussaf without the
Kohen. The Rav was immovable. They would wait as long as it would
take. After a while, the Kohen arrived filled with apologies, and the
service commenced. When davening had concluded, the Rav turned
to his select group of worshippers and said, “You have much to learn
from the Chassidim. They travel for days, weeks, even months, in the
blazing heat and frigid winter, through pelting rain and freezing
snow, for one purpose: to spend Yom Tov with their Rebbe. Why do
they come? They yearn for that brachah, blessing, which the Rebbe
gives them. It melts away all the trouble, and the entire journey
becomes worthwhile. You have the opportunity to receive Bircas
Kohanim, concerning which Hashem declares, V’samu es Shemi al
Bnei Yisrael v’a’ani Avracheim; ‘And they will place My Name on
Bnei Yisrael, and | will bless them.” Yet, for Hashem'’s blessing you,
too, are too anxious to wait a mere half hour!”
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It’s Not How Long You Live, But How You Live

47:28 “yaxa apy' 'nn
',V DIWY Yaw DAxn
DY Yaw 1N Y 2pY* 'at
DY NXni Daaxr
“Yaakov lived in the land of Mitzrayim for
seventeen years, and Yaakov's days, the
years of his life, were one hundred and
forty-seven years.” Yaakov Avinu lived for
147 years, while his father and grandfather
lived significantly longer. Is that a
disrespect to Yaakov that he lived less years
than them? The following Divrei Torah will
expound on this topic and support the
P’shat offered in the closing paragraph.
The Posuk does not say, “rn1” —
rather it uses a Loshon which is non,
lacking, “n'l.” The reason the Torah used

this Loshon here is because Yaakov did not
reach the age of his father or grandfather —
and therefore uses a Loshon 7on. (7x1* n1a1)

What is the most important thing
in a person’s life? It is not how many years
he lived in this world, rather it is what he
accomplished in his time in this world. A
Neshama is sent down to this world to fulfill
a certain Tafkid. There are many who are
lazy, and waste a lot of time in this world
not in the pursuit of fulfilling their Tafkid.
While there are others who work with great
diligence and alacrity to accomplish that
which they are meant to in this world, and
they accomplish in a short amount of years,
what takes others many years to
accomplish. Avodah Zara 10b — There are
those who acquire their world in one
moment, while there are others who take
many years to accomplish it. Therefore, if a
Tzaddik lives for a short amount of years,
that is not a lack of Kovod for him, but on
the contrary, it is a great Kovod for him, for
it demonstrates that he was so careful in his
purpose on this world of fulfilling his
Tafkid, that he fulfilled in a short amount
of years what takes other Tzaddikim many
years to accomplish. When the Torah tells
us here about the years of Yaakov Avinu’s
life, it is careful not to infringe on the Kovod
of Yaakov Avinu. We know that Avrohom
Avinu lived for 175 years; Yitzchok Avinu
lived for 180 years, and here we are told
that Yaakov Avinu only lived for 147 years
— significantly less then his predecessors.
The Torah, therefore, stresses to us that
this is not a lack of Kovod for Yaakov, but is
actually a praise and honor for him. The
main years of one’s life are the years with
which he acquires Olam Habah. Avrohom
and Yitzchok needed more years to
completely acquire their Olam Habah,
while Yaakov was able to do so in only 147
years. “I"n 1w apy' n' 01” — These are the
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years with which Yaakov acquired Olam
Habah, “nmw nxni n'wan 0w yaw” — as he
was able to do so in 147 years. The
following Posuk says, “nin% 7xaw' m' nip1”
— The Torah switches to the name Yisroel,
which represented his elevated state of
Ruchniyos, for he was able to acquire Olam
Habah during those 147 years of his life.
While the Torah wanted to ensure there
was no disgrace to Yaakov, it also did not
want there to be disgrace to Avrohom or
Yitzchok. “nwy yaw nnxn yaxa apy' 'ni
Mmw” — Yaakov lived in Mitzrayim for 17
years. Why do we need to know how many
years Yaakov lived in Mitzrayim? It saysin
Meseches Avos 5:22 “Nx7ax XY D97 —
according to one’s pain is his reward.
Malachim did not enter Mitzrayim due to
the extreme Tumah in the land. Yaakov
had a tremendous test, as he lived in
Mitzrayim for 17 years and remained a
Tzaddik. That was a great Tza’ar, and
therefore he received great reward for it.
The Torah is telling us that it was a Kovod
for Yaakov that he acquired Olam Habah in
147 years, and at the same time letting us
know that it was not a |I'1a for Avrohom and
Yitzchok that it took them longer, for they
did not have the same Tza’ar that Yaakov
had. Being that Yaakov was in the
situation where he had more Tza’ar as the
Torah tells us of his living in Mitzrayim, he
therefore received more reward. (mnndn
"imn)

The words, “apy' m"” — seem to be
superfluous for the Posuk already told us
that we are speaking about Yaakov, as the
Posuk said, “..apy' 'n'1.” There are days and
nights in a person’s life, and the nights of a
person are primarily for sleeping. Shabbos
89b — Yitzchok Avinu made a calculation of
the years of a person’s life, and he deleted
25 years for nights, for one doesn’t sin while
he is sleeping. However, that calculation of
Yitzchok does not apply to the Tzaddikim,
for their nights are like days, for even in the
night hours they are nin? o'ny yaip — they
have set times for learning the Torah and
sleep very little. Even when they are
sleeping, their Neshomos rise Above, and
they learn Torah amongst the Yeshiva of

Tzaddikim. Therefore, their nights are
literally like days. The Torah is stressing to
us, “apy' m' a1’ — these were the days of

Yaakov, all his days and nights, were all
days, for the Tzaddikim take advantage of
their time on this world, and made their
night like days. ('n w'x 2)

Why does the Torah tell us that
in Mitzrayim for

Yaakov Avinu lived
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seventeen years? During those seventeen
years in Mitzrayim, Yaakov lived a tranquil
life, years of wealth and honor, and
calmness and security. Being that Yaakov’s
life concluded with these seventeen years,
all the years of his life, the 147 years, are all
considered good. Conversely, if one were to
live many years of his life with calmness,
wealth, honor, and only goodness, but then
everything turns for him, and he becomes
poor and destitute, that causes his entire
life to be perceived as a life of a poor person
and one with Tza’ar. Everything goes after
the nin'n, the sealing — the end. (niax *Ton)

In TnX "7 PR T 7R ynw, and
TVI D71Y7 N7 T2D DY N2 - together there
are forty nine letters. The Shevatim said
the Posuk of 7xw' ynw to Yaakov Avinu,
and he responded with ...ow qn2. We recite
Shema twice in the morning, once during
Korbonos, and once during Birchas Krias
Shema, we recite it once during Ma’ariv, for
a total of three times. The 49 letters of
these two sentences times the three times a
day it is said in Tefilah, is 147, K'neged
these 147 letters Yaakov lived for 147 years.
(mMmn %y 1nm)

“The days of Yisroel approached to
die.” The Medrash Tanchuma asks — do
days die? What does the Posuk mean that
the days of Yisroel came close to death?
This is a reference only to Tzaddikim, that
although their days in this world become
nullified, they expire from this world,
however, the Tzaddikim themselves remain
Kayeim, so Chazal tell us that Tzaddikim,
even after they die from this world, they are
still called alive. (qmow ™nn)

The Torah tells us that Yaakov
lived for “only” 147 years. He lived a
shorter life than his father Yitzchok, and
his grandfather, Avrohom. The Torah
wants to make sure that we know that it is
not a |I'ma for him that he lived less than
them, for Yaakov Avinu was able to
complete his Tafkid in this world in his
years, and more years were not necessary.
Yaakov lived the amount of years K'neged
the letters of ...7x W' ynw and ...ow 1M1 for
that epitomized Yaakov Avinu. His entire
life was a life filled with Avodas Hashem,
and always with the acceptance of the Ol
Malchus Shomayim upon him. He
recognized that everything that happened
to him was for the good, and he accepted it.
The Torah tells us that these were the days
of Yaakov; he brought all of them with him
to Olam Habah, for they were all days of
accomplishment in Avodas Hashem. May
we be Zoche to utilize every day that we are
Zoche to live on this world to the fullest.
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Now Vou Kyow!
When we finish a Sefer of Chumash as
we do this week, we recite, “Chazak,
chazak, v'nischazek,” “Be strong, be
strong, and we will become stronger.”

It's something that we do as a group,
united, working together. WE become
stronger when we encourage each
other.

On his deathbed, Yaakov Avinu
underscored this.

The Torah tells us, “Each according to
his blessing did he bless them.”

When the brothers would be united,
they would all get the benefits of the
strengths of each brother.

When we, as a nation, unify, we as a
group share in the achievements of
each individual.

Chazak, chazak, let us unite and
become strengthened together!

Thought of the week:
The man who thinks to sail the
sea, cannot a sailor claim to be.
Nor he who dreams of endless
sky, can ever say that he can
fly. And called a farmer he is
not, the man who never tills his
plot. But he who reaches for the
heights, and strains for where he
sets his sights; although he
never leaves the ground, and by
Earthly chains is bound; So long
as lofty goals are his, THAT
MAN, 2 mountain climber is.

— Jonathan Gewirtz

RAMAPOSE
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“And the days of Yisrael drew closer to death, and he called to his son, to
Yosef...” (Beraishis 47:29)
When Yaakov felt his energy waning, he began to think about his own mortality and
wanted to plan for the future. He did not want to be buried in Egypt lest he be treated
like a deity. He wished to return to his homeland and be buried in Me’aras
HaMachpeila with his parents and grandparents.

He therefore called to his son Yosef, and asked him to swear that he would bury him in
Canaan. The Midrash picks up on the fact that the posuk says that he called to “his
son” and also “to Yosef.” It explains that though Reuven his first-born, or Yehuda, the
“king” of his brethren (and future king of Klal Yisrael) would have accepted this task,
Yaakov made the request of Yosef because, as viceroy, it was within his power to fulfill
the request.

Much as Yaakov originally “favored” Yosef because of his unique potential, as he noted
that Yosef was distinctly more capable in some ways than his brothers, he now sought
Yosef’s promise to bury him in Canaan because this was something only he could do.

It makes sense, therefore, to mention that he called “to Yosef.” But why mention “to his
son”? Since Yosef was chosen because of his power in Egypt and his exclusive ability
to complete the request, the posuk could have said, “And he called to Yosef.”

Perhaps the Torah was providing us with another important aspect of completing a
mission: the desire to do so. The Midrash says that when Yaakov called to his son, to
Yosef, he could have called to Reuven or Yehuda. This tells us that they would have
been willing to honor their father, and perhaps show gratitude to him, by carrying out
his last request. However, they didn’t have the power to do so.

But even with the ability, one must still WANT to do what he is asked, so the Torah
says that Yaakov called to his son, indicating that Yosef would be willing and desirous
of fulfilling Yaakov’s request.

We, as Jews, are often called upon to do things for Hashem. He asks us to study His
Torah, perform His mitzvos, and live as He wants us to live. Not all of us will have the
wherewithal to complete everything, but as Hashem’s children, we should have the
desire and willingness to do so.

Additionally, if we are unable to do something ourselves, but we have the ability to help
and support others who can, we should be happy to do that and thereby have a share
in ensuring that Hashem'’s will is done.

The Chofetz Chaim had a student who became so wealthy that he was the only Jew
allowed to live within the city of St. Petersburg. Once, the Chofetz Chaim came to visit him
at his opulent mansion, which was filled with fine art and priceless treasures.

As they sat in the study, the man began to cry. “Rebbi,” he sobbed, “before | had money, |
used to dream of all the tzedaka | would give and how much | would help people. But now
it'’s like my fist is cemented closed! | CAN'T give even though | know | should.”

“What do you think?” replied the sage. “That it comes for free? This is the test of wealth.
Either you control it, or it controls you.”
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