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And the Children of Israel went and did

We are now in the middle of the days of Shovavim which are
an opportune time for Teshuva and Kedusha [repentance and
holiness]. One of the things that the yetzer hara really cannot
stand, is when a Jew repents. However, there are times when
a person is more prone to do Teshuva, such as, the days of
Shovavim and the month of Elul, when the yetzer hara does
anything possible so that Teshuva is brief and momentary,
and the person is left with nothing afterwards. Therefore,
when a person finds himself in these acceptable times, times
of Teshuva, the yetzer fights with all its might, it does not let
the person accept upon himself any good acceptance since
whatever a person accepts upon himself extends the time of
acceptance and the good influences and it causes that which
aroused us to repent to not end today or tomorrow, but
rather, it stays with us for a long time.
In our parsha, the Torah testifies (12:28), 7xw' 12 1wy DY
'NNXI Nwn DR N NIX WK - ‘And the Children of Israel went
and did as Hashem commanded Moshe and Aharon’, and
Rashi asks, ‘Had they already performed these
commandments at this point? Was this not said to them on
Rosh Chodesh?! But since they took it upon themselves to
fulfill these commandments, the Torah considers it to their
credit as if they had actually performed the commandments’.
The Torah teaches us here that if a person accepts upon
himself something good, this is not just considered as simply a
good thought, but rather, it is as if he has actually done it. As
Chazal have said (Kiddushin 40a), ‘HaKadosh Baruch Hu
regards a good thought as a good deed’. Now we can
understand why the yetzer hara fights so hard so that a
person will not accept to do something good upon himself,
since it is as if HaKadosh Baruch Hu already considers it as
done.
Nowadays, the custom has already been implanted that if a
Jew needs salvation, he automatically pledges to donate a
sum of money to tzedakah, or he accepts something upon
himself, such as, learning something extra or improve his
davening. Although we do not understand why these things
help, despite the person not yet doing anything, and
seemingly, the person has not changed his situation or his
nature, still, we see that by accepting to do something good it
can change his situation and bring salvation. As we have
mentioned, by HaKadosh Baruch Hu it is already regarded as if
he had done the deed, and this is enough of a reason to
remove the person from his predicament.

- TivHaTorah - Bo
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Who comes to purify — 100" Xan

Moreinu HaRav shlit”a relates: “I was invited to give a sichah [discourse]
in a yeshiva for ba’alei teshuva. As is my holy way, | brought along
papers where the boys could write on it something good that they
accept upon themselves to do. Every interested young man could write
something good that he wants to accept upon himself and | take these
papers with me to the holy places and | pray for those who accept to do
something good.
A few weeks later, | received a call from the Rosh HaYeshiva with a
request, that | redeem two of the boys in his yeshiva [pidyon haben] and
he told me with great emotion that one of the boys took upon himself that
every day when he put on Tefillin, he would read the portion of redemption of
the firstborn 'Dn1 209 75 "7 WP’ — ‘Sanctify to Me every first of the womb’
(13:2) and the section of xa' N’ — ‘it will be when you come’ (13:11).
He is reading the topic of pidyon haben and since he is a firstborn to his
father and mother, he became interested in the halachos and it was
explained to him that he is a firstborn who was never redeemed as an
infant.
This discovery caused a commotion in the yeshiva, and another boy in
the yeshiva, also a firstborn, began to clarify from his parents if they
redeemed him and it became clear that since his parents were distant
from Torah and mitzvos, they had not redeemed him. This created a
situation where two young men required redeeming, and all in the
merit of accepting to do something good upon themselves and to take
on the saying of the four portions in the Tefillin. Apparently, a simple
acceptance, but still, an acceptance that changed the lives of two young
men.

- Moreinu HaRav shlit”a
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NIAX "7 NO'™7IN — NITN'A TIO!
The basis of Judaism — Follow the ways of the fathers

"MNX NXI DMIXNA M77UN0 YUK DX |12 |21 122 "ITRA 190N [yn'7l
(2:") "n X D DNYTI D MY WUKR
So that you may relate in the ears of your son and your son’s son
that | have amused Myself with Egypt and My signs that | placed
among them, that you may know that | am Hashem. (10:2)
With this posuk, the Torah commands with the obligation to recite
‘the exodus from Egypt’. This mitzvah must specifically be from
father to son as the Torah writes 22 'aTX2 190N [yn?' — ‘so that
you may relate in the ears of your son’. The reason for this is that
the purpose of this mitzvah is to arouse the Emunah [faith], as the
posuk concludes "n X D pnyTI' - ‘that you may know that | am
Hashem’. In order to implant Emunah in the hearts of the sons the
father must relate to his son that he received these things from his
father, and his father from his father, until the generation that
actually experienced it. In this way, the son will recognize the truth
of the matter, when he is told that this story has been handed down
from generation to generation, and its source traces back to those
who lived through the subjugation and the exodus.
We are also commanded to pass on from father to son that we
stood at ‘Kabbalas HaTorah’ [receiving the Torah] until the end of
generations as the Torah states (Devorim 4:9-10) 12% nnyTinl’
271N '7x N 197 Ny WK D' 112 1271 - ‘and make known to
your children and your children’s children the day that you stood
before Hashem, your G-d, at Chorev’. The matter is dependent on
this, once we have been nursed with Emunah in Hashem Yisbarach
by our fathers and grandfathers who are obligated to teach us the
ways of Hashem Yisbarach, that the Torah and mitzvos are the result
of our Emunah, for once we believe that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is the
Master of the entire World, we come to the recognition that we are
obligated to serve Him, therefore, our fathers who enlightened our
hearts with Emunah, were also commanded to inform us about
Kabbalas HaTorah which obligates us with everything in it.
This is also the reason why we are obligated to walk in the paths of
our fathers and to take on their customs and all their ways. All the
ways of a Jew are the result of his Judaism. Even if these ways are
not expressly stated in the Torah and are not included in the ‘613
mitzvos’, for all the customs that have been passed on to us
generation after generation since the earliest generations, which
broadmindedly realized that these customs are the will of the Torah,
and we find that these too, are the foundation of the Torah and
Emunah.
One who takes hold of the deeds of his fathers, in any situation that
happens to him, he should first consider how his fathers would
conduct themselves in this situation, this person is guaranteed that
he will not turn away from Hashem Yisbarach, since all his actions are
based on the mountains of sanctity [Hararei Kodesh], and one does
not veer away from them by even a hairsbreadth. Sometimes, when a
person is face with a difficult situation, and because of it he starts to
have negative thoughts, the yetzer finds an opening to collect its due,
and it stands itself by the opening of the heart of this man and begins
to show him 150 reasons that the matter is permissible. If the person
does not look back to see what his fathers did in this situation, it is
possible that he might be chas v’shalom enticed by his yetzer. But if
the deeds of his fathers are a lamp unto his feet, and they are a sign
as to what his obligation is in the world, he will be rescued from the
snare of the yetzer. By thinking about it, he will recognize that his
reason is different than theirs and his influence is different from
theirs.

the T
N1 na nabn anbw amiaa mary  Sponsored anc

This matter is hinted at further on in our parsha (10:22-23) quin 'av'
U'N NP7 K71 'R NIR WU'R IR K7 .00 W79 Dxn YR 791 n'79x
'DNaYIND IR N 7R A 7071 o WY mnnn - ‘and there
was a darkness of gloom throughout the land of Egypt for a three-
day period. No man could see his brother, nor could anyone rise
from his place for a three-day period; but for the Children of Israel
there was light in their dwellings’. The yetzer is categorized as
darkness as it misleads the person and shows him that a sin is a
mitzvah and a mitzvah is a sin. [It is brought down in the name of
the Baal Shem Tov that this is the reason the yetzer is destined to be
punished, for it was only given permission to entice the person to
sin but not to trick him into thinking that it is a mitzvah.] When a
person finds himself in a dark situation, he is misled to follow it. The
result is that he finds himself where ‘no man can see his brother’,
that is, he does not recognize his brothers’ actions in the family as
they are unaffected by the yetzer, and they conduct themselves with
the customs of their fathers. ‘Nor could anyone rise from his place’,
that is, the person does not rise above his situation to look
backwards and consider what his fathers would do in this situation
where he now finds himself. This is because he never made the
deeds of his fathers as a base for his deeds. Therefore, he has no
escape route from his yetzer, however, ‘for the Children of Israel’,
those categorized as ‘Children of Israel’, they see themselves as
children to their fathers, and the deeds of their fathers are placed
before their eyes, and they follow their footsteps, to them ‘there
was light in their dwellings’, for even though the yetzer shows them
that it is permissible, they look back at the actions of their fathers,
and here the light of the Torah is revealed to them and they can
choose between good and evil.

This was a common expression of the Rabbah of Yerushalayim,
HaGaon Rebbe Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”l, when he expressed his
distress about the affliction of our nation as there were ‘those who
threw off the yoke’ among them, he said that the basis for this
affliction was because these people did not think about the customs
of their fathers, they saw no importance of doing this, and they had
no basis to follow in their ways. Therefore, the yetzer found paths
into their hearts. However, if all the Children of Israel placed the
deeds of their fathers as lamps unto their feet, then the yetzer
would not have the power to mislead them, and there would be no
one who threw off the yoke among us.

This is amazing, every holiday throughout the year has laws and
regulations that the person is obligated to follow in their time. On
Succos there is the mitzvah of succah and the four species. On
Pesach there is the mitzvah of matzo and the prohibition of chometz
and the many halachos. The same for the Yomim Noraim, on Rosh
Hashanah we are commanded with shofar and on Yom Kippur we
are commanded to fast. Even the rabbinical holidays of Chanukah
and Purim there are halachic obligations, Chanukah has lights and
Purim has four mitzvos, every holiday has its obligations. In contrast
to this, there are two holidays which have no specific obligations,
and yet, both have aspects of the ‘Torah’. One is ‘Shavuos’ when we
celebrate receiving the Torah and the other is ‘Simchas Torah” when
we celebrate the completion of the Torah. These two holidays do
not have specific obligations and everything on them is by custom.
Perhaps the intent is to teach us from Heaven that the main
foundation to keep the laws of our Torah is dependent on keeping
the customs. This shows that every person believes what he
received from his fathers. Even though the custom of his fathers is
different from other people, still, he keeps their customs and he
shows that he believes in them. The very keeping makes the person
look back to his fathers and the result is that he will not veer from

ight.or Jeft.
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Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Bo 5779

Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“It was at the end of four hundred and thirty years”

The Wonderful Connection between the Thirty Years
that Were Added due to the Sin of Mechiras Yosef
and the Members of Ephraim Who Left Mitzrayim Early

In this week’s parsha, parshas Bo, it is fitting that we
scrutinize the passuk’s statement regarding the number
of years that Bnei Yisrael sojourned in Mitzrayim (Shemos
12, 40): mxvn paNt mw 2owyw 0rens 12w Iws TR s awmy
93 INRY 7T BT REPS T MY IR YRR MY 2w yen L mw
"mraen yann 1 niax—the habitation of Bnei Yisrael during
which they dwelled in Mitzrayim was 430 years. It was
at the end of 430 years, and it was on this very day that
all the legions of Hashem left the land of Mitzrayim.

All the Rishonim struggle to reconcile the apparent
contradiction in this passuk. Here, the Torah claims that
Bnei Yisrael dwelled in Mitzrayim for 430 years; yet, in
parshas Lech Lecha, at the Bris bein HaBesarim (Covenant
of the Parts), HKB”H said to Avraham Avinu (Bereishis 15,
13): mrrayy oy RY PAN3 YA 707 A3 00 Y0 Y1 2RaRy R
"MW NING YaaR omR 1y1—He said to Avram, “Know with
certainty that your offspring will be foreigners in a
land not their own; they will enslave them, and they
will oppress them for 400 years.” We find a discrepancy
of thirty years between these two pesukim.

Notwithstanding, all of the Rishonim accept Rashi’s
explanation appearing in parshas Lech Lecha, which is
repeated in his commentary on this week’s parsha. When
HKB”H informs Avraham Avinu: “Your offspring will be
foreigners in a land not their own; they will enslave
them, and they will oppress them for 400 years”—
He is referring to the time that elapsed from the birth of
Yitzchak. Although they dwelled in Eretz Canaan, it did not
belong to them, yet. Together with the number of years

N1 na nabn nndw axia1 mard
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that they were enslaved in Mitzrayim, they were in galus a
total of 400 years. Yet, when our passuk asserts that they
were in galus for 430 years, it is counting the time that
elapsed from the decree of the Bris bein HaBesarim, which
transpired 30 years before the birth of Yitzchak.

Nevertheless, we must endeavor to reconcile this
surprising discrepancy. Why does the passuk in this
week’s parsha add the 30 years dating back to the Bris bein
HaBesarim? Either way, something is amiss. If the galus
began already at the time of that historic covenant, then why
did HKB”H tell Avraham that the galus would only be 400
years and not 430 years? On the other hand, if the decree
was only 400 years from the birth of Yitzchak, then why does
our passuk assert that the galus was actually 430 years?

Thirty Years Were Added
due to the Sin of Mechiras Yosef

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing a fascination explanation from the Shela
hakadosh (Pesachim) based on the following Gemara
(Shabbas 10b): Ypwn Yrawaw ,moaam 192 122 0IR "aw? UR oy’
ZaA021 1R 12 IR2PN, 1922 IRWR AN 0TS 2py 1N Y nyho
"Eragn’ 12omaR 171 A3n—a person should never treat
one son differently than his other sons; for, on account
of two selaim’s weight of fine wool that Yaakov gave
Yosef in excess of his other sons, his brothers became
envious of him, and as a consequence, our forefathers
descended to Mitzrayim. The Tosafos are perplexed by
this statement. After all, the matter was preordained at
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the Bris bein HaBesarim before Yosef was sold into slavery.
Tosafos suggest an answer, but the other commentaries
disagree as to their meaning.

So, let us present the Shela hakadosh’s interpretation of
the Tosafos. In truth, the tally of 400 years began from the
very night of the Bris bein HaBesarim. Due to Avraham’s
extreme distress concerning the decree, it was considered
as if the galus began already on that night. Thus, it turns
out that Bnei Yisrael deserved to depart Mitzrayim at the
completion of 400 years from the Bris bein HaBesarim.

However, the jealousy of the shevatim caused them to
sin. Seeing that Yaakov loved Yosef, his youngest son, more
than any of his other sons, prompted them to sell him into
slavery, landing Yosef in Mitzrayim. As a result, he suffered
until he was thirty years old; at that time, however, he was
brought before Pharaoh and elevated to the position of
Viceroy of Mitzrayim. To atone for those 30 years, 30 years
were added to their decree of galus. In all, they had to stay
in Mitzrayim for 430 years.

This explains why HKB”H told Avraham at the Bris
bein HaBesarim: “Your offspring will be foreigners in
a land not their own; they will enslave them, and they
will oppress them for 400 years.” In other words, at the
time Avraham was notified of the future galus, the decree
was only for 400 years; however, after the sale of Yosef, an
additional 30 years were added to the decree. Therefore,
the passuk in our parsha states: “The habitation of Bnei
Yisrael during which they dwelled in Mitzrayim was
430 years.”

Bnei Ephraim Left 30 Years
before the Designated Time

As aloyal servant in the presence of his master, [ would
like to present support for the explanation of the Shela
hakadosh. Our blessed sages teach us that members of
the shevet of Ephraim left Mitzrayim 30 years prior to the
designated time of departure. Erroneously, they figured
that the galus began at the time of the Bris bein HaBesarim.
Based on their calculation, the 400-year decree of galus was
completed 30 years earlier. Concerning these members of
Ephraim, we learn in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 92b): xnr"
MYt PEY 1Y BUIaN %23 19K 27 R ORP RN oonn rmn—
and who were the dead that Yechezkel resurrected?

N1 na nabn nndw axia1 mard
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Rav said: These were the members of Ephraim, who
calculated the end, but erred. In his commentary, Rashi
explains that they erroneously calculated the 400 years of
galus and bondage from the Bris bein HaBesarim rather
than from the birth of Yitzchak.

Rashi’s source is the Midrash (S.R. 20, 11). It states that
30,000 members of shevet Ephraim died as a punishment
for leaving Mitzrayim 30 years before the designated time.
They deduce this fact by expounding on a passuk in parshas
Beshalach (Shemos 13, 17): ora &1 ayn nx fy=a nyws s
"manwba yax 17 opbx—it happened when Pharaoh sent
the people that G-d did not lead them by way of the land
of the Pelishtim. According to the Midrash, G-d did not
want Bnei Yisrael to see the scattered bones of the members
of Ephraim that had been killed by the Pelishtim at Gath:

D! 1AM Y oYW RSW Ty DYMRnan IRET 0MaR T waw 1o
191U BYINAT 192 BNANR 93TIW DR 1AW 1N 1ab K120 nhwbw
DIMAM 7773 YUY DRIy 1M LLDnwYa puam LLmy by
DX BN INYY KW TP IR maw poww nn o faow  nnn
19T U7 PRILYW DUMAN Y213 RNy UNTWR INTY BN 7apn anK
519035 15 13 Yav oaman aa e ont Yua ,nrapn ey LLnmsny
7P DAn?m AR 17aP RN IS DR Y1 (2-10 DY) AN
URYTIR B K1 9RRIY 071AK 213 TY 1nRp DIpany

The shevet of Ephraim miscalculated and departed
Mitzrayim before the term had been completed;
consequently, 300,000 of them were killed. Why were
they killed? Because they calculated the term from the
day that Avraham was informed at the “Bein HaBesarim”;
they erred by 30 years . . . And they were Kkilled by the
Pelishtim . .. Their bones were piled up along the road;
for, they departed thirty years before their brothers left
Mitzrayim. HKB”H said, “If Yisrael see the bones of the
sons of Ephraim lying on the road, they will return to
Mitzrayim ... What did HKB”H do? He took the blood of
the sons of Ephraim and dipped His garments in it, so to
speak, as it states (Yeshayah 63, 2): “Why is Your clothing
red?” HKB”H replied, “I will not be consoled until I
avenge the deaths of the sons of Ephraim,” as it states:
“G-d was not consoled.” (Translator’s note: The Midrash
interprets the words "am &5 as “He was not consoled”
rather than as “He did not lead them.”)

According to the explanation of the Shela hakadosh, it
is easy to comprehend the miscalculation of the sons of
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Ephraim. For, in truth, the 400-year term of galus should
have begun with the Bris bein HaBesarim, when Avraham
was informed that his offspring would be in galus. Yet,
as we have learned, after the shevatim sinned by selling
Yosef, 30 years were added to the term of galus to atone for
Yosef’s 30 years of suffering.

Bnei Ephraim Erred because
They Were Not Involved in the Sale of Yosef

Let us add a tantalizing thought as to why the members
of Ephraim miscalculated. After all, they descended from
Ephraim, the son of Yosef. Hence, they were not involved
whatsoever in “Mechiras Yosef” Now, although the
Gemara (Sanhedrin 27a) teaches us that all of Yisrael are
responsible for one another; nevertheless, that principle
only applies when they have an opportunity to protest
and fail to do so. In the case of Ephraim, he wasn’t born,
yet, at the time of the tragic sale; hence, he did not have
the opportunity to protest the sale. Therefore, the sons
of Ephraim mistakenly thought that they did not have to
serve the extra 30 years that were appended to the original
decree of 400 years due to the sin of “Mechiras Yosef.”

Nevertheless, they were wrong. For, although they
did not participate in the sale of Yosef, they still required
atonement. For, Yosef himself was partially responsible for
his sale into slavery. As the Shela hakadosh (Vayeishev)
writes in the name of the kabbalists, Yosef HaTzaddik is
counted among the ten martyrs who died to atone for his
sale. By reporting his brothers’ bad deeds to their father,
he caused the sale.

We can also suggest another reason that the members
of Ephraim were punished. When HKB”H delegates Moshe
to take Yisrael out of Mitzrayim, He says to him (Shemos 3,
16): n8=2 @221aR PYR 1 aTR NIRRT SRAW? Pt NR NAoRT Y7
BoY MWYn ANT QAR ANTPR TP 9ARY 3P PrEY BaaaN PR UR
"m»1gna—go and gather the elders of Yisrael and say
to them, “Hashem, the G-d of your forefathers, has
appeared to me, the G-d of Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov, saying, ‘1 have indeed taken account of you (1pa”
mntpa) and what is being done to you in Mitzrayim.”
Then, HKB”H promises him (ibid. 18): v 1wnwr—
they will heed your voice. Rashi explains that Yisrael
had a tradition passed down to them from Yosef that this
wording--"n1pa Tpa"—would signify their redemption.

N1 na nabn nndw axia1 mard
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For, it is written (Bereishis 50, 25): x9w» 13 nx qo1 paws”
TR YMINREY AN DRYSYM oOnR DpYR TPt TMipa anxy—then
Yosef made the sons of Yisrael swear, saying, “G-d will
indeed remember you (1172’ 11p2’), and you will bring
my bones up from here.”

Thus, welearn thatall of Yisrael had a tradition regarding
the sign that would signify the geulah. Clearly, this tradition
included the members of Ephraim, who were the offspring
of Yosef. They had been taught that the redeemer would
use the wording "n=pa mipa”. So, they knew better than
to depart Mitzrayim before hearing those specific words.
Furthermore, if they truly believed that the time of the
geulah had arrived, how did they leave Mitzrayim without
the bones of Yosef, their elder, who had made Yisrael swear
to take his bones out of Mitzrayim? Therefore, they were
punished accordingly; they all died, and their bones were
scattered along the path.

Additionally, we can provide another reason for their
harsh punishment. According to their calculation and
reasoning, the term of their galus and bondage had
been completed. Yet, what possessed them to leave
Mitzrayim and abandon their brothers behind to endure
the harsh servitude in Mitzrayim? By departing alone,
they reawakened the sin of “Mechiras Yosef”; they were
impervious to the suffering of their brothers just as the
brothers were impervious to Yosef’s pleas. As the brothers
admit to each other (ibid. 42, 21): 2wx 122nx 5y 1R ponwR Yar”
"RRTIT XM DR NS 19 DY 1pnw RY1I0DR 1220013 1wh1 N8 1R —
indeed, we are guilty concerning our brother inasmuch
as we saw his heartfelt anguish when he pleaded with
us and we did not listen; that is why this anguish has
befallen us. Therefore, they were punished and they all
died, since HKB”H judges tzaddikim exactingly.

At the Future Geulah HKB”H Will Don Garments
Dipped in the Blood of the Sons of Ephraim

Indeed, the premature departure of the members of
Ephraim from Mitzrayim was tragic! It is fitting, therefore,
they we delve deeper into the matter. What possessed them
to do this seemingly selfish, incomprehensible act? So what
if they did not participate in the sale of Yosef; neither did
the sons of Menashe or the sons of Binyamin. Neither of
them elected to leave Mitzrayim before the rest of Yisrael.
They abided by the teaching of the Mishnah (Avos 2, 4):
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"a13vxt 12 winan Y8"—do not separate yourself from the
community. So, what prompted the sons of Ephraim to
depart Mitzrayim alone?

With the utmost reverence and love, I would like to
propose an answer to this puzzling question. Let us
refer back to the conclusion of the Midrash cited above.
It explains what HKB”H did after Bnei Ephraim were
killed: What did HKB”H do? He took the blood of Bnei
Ephraim and dipped His garments in it, so to speak,
as it states (Yeshayah 63, 2): “Why is there red on Your
clothing?” HKB”H replied, “I will not be consoled until
I avenge the sons of Ephraim, as it says, “And G-d was
not consoled.”

Now, this passuk is part of Yeshayah’s prophecy
pertaining to the future geulah (ibid. 1): y1ar ni7gn 83 7 m”
23 7779 707231 wiaby o prTn L iwiaba a1 a1 nanen ovms
171 *7AN3 DURINT "AR3 DTN AN YK K Dmynt »1a% Tn1T e
/TING P7IN NIY 0373 B2 0 o3 onNan swian Y21 07aa Yy o
Who is this coming from Edom, with sullied garments,
from Botzrah? This One Who is majestic in His garb
. . . Why is there red on Your clothing, and why are
Your garments like those of someone treading in Gath
(literally, a wine vat)? “I alone have trodden a winepress,
not a man from the nations was with Me; I trod on them
in My anger and trampled them in My wrath, and their
lifeblood spurted out on My garments, so I soiled all My
garments. For a day of vengeance is in My heart, and
the year of My redemption has come.”

Here we learn something fascinating. At the time of
the future geulah, HKB”H will, so to speak, wear garments
immersed in the blood of the sons of Ephraim. This will
prompt Yisrael to inquire: “Why is there red on Your
clothing, and why are Your garments like those of
someone treading in Gath?” This is very odd. For, the
Midrash insinuates that the 300,000 members of Ephraim
were Kkilled as a punishment for departing Mitzrayim
prematurely. If thatis true, then why do they merit having
HKB”H wear garments immersed in their blood to avenge
their deaths?

Thus, we must conclude that Bnei Ephraim were notreally
reshaim, chas v’shalom, who deliberately left Mitzrayim
before the designated time. Instead, they erred in their
calculation, as Chazal state explicitly in the Midrash: The
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shevet of Ephraim erred, and they departed Mitzrayim
before the term was completed. Notwithstanding, even if
they made an honest mistake, it behooves us to explain why
they merit having HKB”H wear garments immersed in their
blood at the time of the future geulah.

Bnei Ephraim from Whom Mashiach ben Yosef Will
Descend Mistakenly Believed that It Was Incumbent
upon Them to Pave the Way for the Geulah

To explain the matter, we must rely on Chazal’s teaching
thatin preparation for the future geulah, HKB”H will initially
send Mashiach ben Yosef, hailing from shevet Ephraim,
prior to Mashiach ben David, hailing from shevet Yehudah.
As we have learned in the Gemara (Succah 52a):

7720 19 RIN 1903 1aRa nTany TRy 1T 13 nvwn 1231 R
01757 2R 11 P N 71980K (T-2 29n) 1nRY Y 1R 937 ann YRY
ATMAY QO 13 WA INAW 11951,709 DM AN Ann DRY 1T
7 B 1Y 9RIN DY RYR ThRn wpan R oy Sw 12139 101aY 9nIN
T URY 090 (-85 DY) MARIY,T9AR 11T 7YY R3INT 30 NYAR XYY
a1y snna

The Rabbis taught in a Baraita: HKB”H will say to
Mashiach ben David, who will be revealed speedily
in our times, “Ask something of Me, and I will grant it
to you” ... But when he sees that Mashiach ben Yosef
was Killed, he will say to Him, “Master of the Universe,
I ask You for nothing but life.” HKB”H will say to him,
“As for life, before you even requested it, your father,
David, already prophesied about you (Tehillim 21, 5):
“He asked life of You and You have already granted it
to him, etc.”

Regarding this subject, the Maharsha writes in

Chiddushei Aggados:

At the time of the future geulah, swiftly in our times,
initially Mashiach ben Yosef will come to save Yisrael
... Yet, he will be Kkilled by the multitudes of idolaters
that will return to Yerushalayim. The complete geulah
will not be realized until the arrival of Mashiach ben
David, as explained in several texts.

In Sha’ar HaKavanos, our teacher, the Arizal, explains
that when we recite the words: mamY A 7713y 117 ROV
"pan—and the throne of David, Your servant, may You
establish soon in its midst—in Shemoneh Esreh, we
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should be praying that Mashiach ben Yosef not be killed in
the war of Gog and Magog. We must endeavor to explain
where this is alluded in this tefilah we recite pertaining to
the throne of David.

It appears that we can explain the Arizal’s meaning
based on what we have learned in our sacred sefarim.
Mashiach ben Yosef will come first. He will be killed in
the battle of Gog and Magog to atone for the sins of the
generation and to pave the way for the arrival of Mashiach
ben David. Accordingly, we can suggest that this is the
allusion inherent in the formula we recite: 772y 717 8O3
"pon nny mamm. His arrival should not be delayed until
after the demise of Mashiach ben Yosef due to the sins of
the generation. Instead, may he arrive speedily by having
HKB”H forgive us and pardon all of our transgressions.

With the Geulah from Mitzrayim
Yosef Also Preceded Yehudah

Now, come and see the wonders of Hashem. With the
geulah from Mitzrayim, HKB”H also arranged for Yosef to
be sent before Yehudah. As the Midrash explains (V.R. 32,
5): 937 91K . 101072 IR 177A01, 1Y 11 1Ry 7T 2rnxny T o
" oY TR ORI MRy 1Y 11T 1 KT KRR 12 R n—Yosef
went down to Mitzrayim and safeguarded himself from
immorality; in his merit, Yisrael were safeguarded
(from immorality). Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said: On
account of this alone, Yisrael deserved to be redeemed.
Subsequently, Yaakov sent Yehudah to join forces with
Yosef. As it is written (Bereishis 46, 28): mvw m7it nxy
"mawa 178 Ry o YR 1aav—he sent Yehudah ahead of
him to Yosef, to prepare ahead of him in Goshen. Rashi
explains in the name of a Midrash Aggadah: ,18% n1m%”
"HIRTIT RXN DWAY TmYn ns 1Y 1pny—to establish a study hall
from which instruction would be forthcoming.

The Bnei Yissaschar (Kislev-Teves 2, 25) explains
Yaakov's rationale for sending Yehudah to Yosef. He relies
on the Arizal's explanation in Likutei Torah (Ki Seitzei)
that the galus in Mitzrayim encompassed four galuyot,
and the geulah from Mitzrayim encompassed four geulot.
Accordingly, the geulah from Mitzrayim served as a
preparation for the future geulah, as it is written (Michah 7,
15): "mixa1 188 @2xn pARE RN Ms”"—as in the days you
left the land of Mitzrayim, I will show it wonders.
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Therefore, Yaakov sent Yehudah to join Yosef to make
preparations for the future geulah that would be led by
Mashiach ben Yosef and Mashiach ben David. Based on
what we have discussed, we can suggest that this is why
HKB”H arranged for Yosef to descend to Mitzrayim before
Yehudah—just like Mashiach ben Yosef (from shevet
Ephraim) will come before Mashiach ben David (from
shevet Yehudah). This is the allusion inherent in the
passuk: "mawa 1% nrny qoe R iy nbw nmime nxr—and
he sent Yehudah ahead of him to Yosef, to prepare
ahead of him in Goshen. The passuk employs the term
358) m"awa), possessing the same gematria as 358) n"wn),
alluding to the future geulah that will be led by the Melech
HaMashiach. This concludes his sacred remarks.

Mashiach ben Yosef Comes from Shevet Ephraim

We also learn in the Zohar hakadosh (Mishpatim 120a,
Pinchas 123a) that Mashiach ben Yosef comes from shevet
Ephraim. This is alluded to in the Navi (Yeshayah 11, 11):

AN YN iRy INY DR NPT 112 N0 R 40Tt NI niva mony”
R{27.0771 79817 NAMRT PRt 09 PRt WIsht DiINIR1 BERRT YRR
T7D1.YINT NiSID YIINR YIP7 T NiRAn DRI T noN) 0vinl o
7 N I T NN RIEY N OINAK 1000 T 178 0YIaN NN
SRIIAN AN

It shall be on that day that the Lord will once again
show His hand to acquire the remnant of His people, who
will have remained from Assyria and from Egypt and
from Pathros and from Cush and from Elam and from
Shinar and from Hamath and from the islands of the sea.
He will raise a banner for the nations and assemble the
castaways of Yisrael; and He will gather in the dispersed
ones of Yehudah from the four corners of the earth. The
jealousy of Ephraim shall stop and the oppressors of
Yehudah shall be cut off; Ephraim will not be jealous of
Yehudah, and Yehudah will not harass Ephraim. Rashi
comments: Mashiach ben Yosef and Mashiach ben David
will not be jealous of each other.

This enlightens us with regards to the egregious
error of the sons of Ephraim, who departed Mitzrayim
prematurely; they thought that they were following in
the footsteps of their elder, Yosef, paving the way for all
of Yisrael. According to their calculation, the 400 years
of galus were over for them, since the additional 30 years
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were on account of “Mechiras Yosef,” a cheit which they
had no part of. This led them to conclude that they were
supposed to leave Mitzrayim separately in order to pave
the path of redemption for all of Yisrael.

Now, they were indeed very brave men and great
warriors. Nevertheless, by leaving alone without the rest
of Yisrael, they realized that they might be killed along the
way—ijust as the future Mashiach ben Yosef hailing from
shevet Ephraim, who will come to redeem Yisrael before
Mashiach ben David, will be killed. They were willing to
accept this risk in order to fulfill their task, just as their
predecessor, Yosef HaTzaddik, had done and just as their
descendant, Mashiach ben Yosef, was destined to do in
preparation for the future geulah.

In truth, however, they were mistaken. They should
not have left Mitzrayim without explicit permission from
Hashem to do so. Their misguided act was not in any way
comparable to Yosef’s descent to Mitzrayim. He did not go
down to Mitzrayim of his own free will; he was sold into
slavery by his brothers. Similarly, Mashiach ben Yosef will
only come to redeem Yisrael after being instructed to do
so from above. Therefore, they were punished and they all
died in the process.

Notwithstanding, their intentions were I’shem
Shamayim and they sacrificed their lives for the kedushah
of Hashem. Therefore, HKB”"H will dip His garments in
their blood, so to speak. Furthermore, at the time of the
future geulah, when Mashiach ben Yosef will come initially
to redeem Yisrael and will perish, HKB”H will add his blood
to the blood of the sons of Ephraim. Thus, HKB”H will exact

Family Madeb for the

Refuah Shelimah of Lea bat Virgini

revenge from the goyim that killed them. It turns out,
therefore, that they will not have died in vain. Seeing as
they acted I'shem Shamayim, HKB”H will use their blood to
hasten the geulah for all of Yisrael.

[t is with great pleasure that we can apply what we have
learned to achieve a better understanding of the following
Gemara (Sanhedrin 92b): ywan ax17o131 Yoanw mywa 231 1un”
911 79 DRI 117apn 19 AR, URT 1waY 1011 YR 1 NN
x717 nypaa oonn The Rabbis taught in a Baraita: When
the wicked Nevuchadnetzar threw Chananyah, Mishael
and Azaryah into the fiery furnace, HKB”"H said to
Yechezkel, “Go resurrect the dead in the Plain of Dura.”
Earlier, the Gemara identifies the dead resurrected by
Yechezkel as the sons of Ephraim, who miscalculated the
end of the period of bondage. It behooves us to explain
why HKB”H saw fit to resurrect the bones of Bnei Ephraim
specifically when Nevuchadnetzar threw Chananyah,
Mishael and Azaryah into the fiery furnace.

Based on our current discussion, we can suggest an
HKB”H wished to demonstrate that just as He
rescued the three lads who were willing to sacrifice their
lives for “kedushas Hashem”; so, too, the bones of the
sons of Ephraim deserved to be resurrected for their act
of self-sacrifice. In truth, they made an egregious error
and suffered the ultimate punishment; nevertheless, their
intentions were I'shem Shamayim. Therefore, after being
duly punished and having their bones scattered along
the path, the time had come to resurrect their bones and,
simultaneously, to save Chananyah, Mishael and Azaryah.
This was a clear-cut demonstration that they, too, sacrificed
themselves I’shem Shamayim.

answer.

Arthur & Randi Luxenberg ni1%
of their wonderfull parents, children and grandson

To receive the mamarim by email: mamarim@shvileipinchas.com

bn1 na nabn anbw ax191 mar
Sponsored and Printed by: www.ramapost.com

Parshas Bo 5779 | 6



To sponsor or dedicate
this publication, please

call the Areivim office:
845-371-2760 or email
info@areivim.com

845-371-2760 |

reivim
LIFELONG SUCCESS
INFO@AREIVIM.COM

EMERGENCY HOTLINE
Dial: 845-371-2760
or Text: 914-490-8129

and type the word
“EMERGENCY”

| WWW.AREIVIM.COM

To subscribe to the Weekly Email, please email info@areivim.com
and enter "Subscribe” into the subject line.

Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to listen to Rabbi Shmuel
Gluck, and other popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

he Posuk says, Vayikod Ho’om Vayishtachavu, and the

people kneeled and bowed (to Hashem).What caused

them to do this? Rashi explains, Al B’suras Bonim, that
they were thanking Hashem for the news that they will
have children. In his Sefer Dibros Moshe, Rav Moshe asks,
“Why were they so happy? Didn’t they expect to have
children?” Rav Moshe concludes that they must have been
informed that they would have children who would be
Tzadikim. However, Rav Moshe questions that conclusion,
because this Posuk is written in the Parsha of the wicked
son. If so, what made them so happy?

He explains that having difficult children, even children that
he refers to as wicked, does not have to be a problem, or

the end of the story, as long as there is an infrastructure
to help them. With Yeshivas and organizations (such
as Areivim) to help them, they can be confident that
their children will return to Hashem. The good news is
that all problem children can change,and become
happy endings for themselves and their parents.

The message that made them thank Hashem was that
Klal Yisroel will always have resources. However, it
is the parents’ responsibilities to utilize their
experiences, and the advice and resources of
those organizations. If they do, they can be confident
that their children will return.

As We (Even Young People) Get Older

Part 2 of 2

The marriage stage: When people marry they are
expectedtoperfectthosevalueslearnedintheprevious
stages. This is needed for them to manage the challenges of
marriage, parenting, and work, all while living a Torah lifestyle.

D

| remind young couples that once they have children, it will be a
challenge to maintain, and certainly to improve, the quality of
their spousal relationship. Building a close relationship needs to
be done before they have children. While there are exceptions,
it is never good to assume that they will be the exceptions.

e) Early middle age stage: People from
the ages of 25 to 40 and, increasingly, even
until 50, have a lot of physical energy, and
are still comfortable with taking risks.
(Even people who are conservative-minded
when they are at this age will take more
risks than when they become older). They
are in the stage of creating. They have the
ability to work late hours (although they must make certain not to
forget to pay attention to their children), and to think long term.

However, that strength will not last. People should avoid spending
money as if their present income will continue at the same pace. (This
article does not ask people to follow the Torah’s attitude towards
money.The Torah requires people to live a truly Torah lifestyle, and to
speak to their Rav about how Hashem wants them to use their money.)

People should continue thinking one step ahead in their own lives. How

“Feaple must utilize the assets that t[wt;

presently have, which t/wy may not have

in the next stage, and take advantaqe

of those assets }zfam these assets become
obsolete.”

By Rabbi Shmuel Gluck

will they interpret the value,and the moral obligations, of money, when
they become 45+ years old? Instead of using it to enjoy life, they should
recognize that the value of money is in its ability to make them feel
secure. Instead of expensive annual vacations, they should appreciate
the importance of saving for their children’s education, weddings, and
hopefully, to help them live the lives of Kolel families after they marry.

| have a friend who, as he aged, increased his commitment to
give Maaser from 10 to Il to 12, etc. percent of his income.
He has also become more concerned with his future, placing
an emphasis on his spiritual, and not physical, retirement.

f) Late middle age stage:People between the
ages of 45and 65 years old are physically slowing
down, but should compensate for this with the
wisdom of their experiences. As | mentioned,
people must utilize the assets that they
presently have, which they may not have
in the next stage, and take advantage of
those assets before these assets become obsolete. However,
instead of anticipating the next stage, most people wait for this stage
to end and then lament the loss of their resources, when it is too late.

Agingisnotonlyaboutthelossofpreviousresources Agingreplaceswhat
was lost with new resources. In addition to thinking about what may
soon be lost, people are expected to anticipate what they will receive.

In this stage,people are expected to have the clarity that they didn’t have
previously,and the maturity to act on that clarity.This can be seen in the
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many people who dedicate more of their lives to Torah and community
services. Those people who anticipated during their previous stages
that the following stages might change their perspectives, focused on
becoming financially secure enough to dedicate their days to good
causes. Although those who did not think ahead are still committed
to making a difference in the world, they find themselves dividing
their days between earning an income and making a difference.

| have spoken to many people in the previous stages who were
focused on giving back to the community. Nevertheless, their efforts
were often unguided. They meant well, and made a difference, but
they lacked a mission. As a result, their efforts were sprinkled in a
few directions, and they helped, but they never made as significant
an impact as they could have, had they been more focused.

In this stage, people realize the importance of a mission,
and dedicate themselves to that mission. Their energies are
beginning to reap exponentially greater results. Despite the
fact that their energies are slowing, their experiences, clarity
of mission, and less complicated life (presumably their children
are mostly married), are changing the world one day at a time.

The same focus can be seen in their personal lives. They are more
focused,and have stopped “running around” because of their desire to
grow spiritually.All of a sudden, they realize that flying to Uman is less
importantthan understanding the words that they say when they Daven.
The length of their Pesach Seder is less important than how sensitive
they are to their wives and children, before and during the Yom Tov.

What if people anticipated their need for clarity before they
became 45 years old? How much more could they have achieved
if they would have started earlier with a clear vision of how they
wanted to change their own family and Klal Yisroel? | have seen
many people begin to teach their children when their children were

already adults. Understandably, their results were often limited.

While all future stages should create a feeling of urgency because
of lost opportunities in previous stages, the urgency should be
more pronounced in this stage, because people’s bodies will
remind them that there is only so much that they can, and must,
achieve in their limited time left. Their bodies constantly send them
reminders. Certainly their effective years will be limited. Their
sleeping patterns change for the worse, their hearing begins to
subtly decline, and they find themselves unable to do many things
that, until now, they thought that they would always be able to do.
They finally realize that their bodies do not belong to them, and
that they are only on loan. Their bodies are shouting at them, and
reminding them, that this is their last chance to create their legacies.

In closure, one of the worst punishments people can experience
is to realize that they lived their lives in error, dedicating their
energies to wasteful, and possibly even counterproductive,
goals. When people become aware of this, the guilt, and the
price they are paying for those errors (such as with their
children), become very painful. People should keep this in mind
before they make those mistakes. I implore my readers to
anticipate their next stages in life, and prepare for them.

g) The dependent stage is when people become dependent on
others for their needs. While | have not yet reached this stage,
| would like to share a few thoughts about it. People can be role
models in all of the stages, but it becomes more important
to do it in this stage. They can motivate people to smile, to
accept life as it is given to them, to be pleasant company, and
they can always dispense small tidbits of wisdom along the way.

May we all merit a long, effective, and worthy life, leaving
behind a legacy that will make Hashem proud of us.

Story from "Torah Tavlin" By Rabbi Dovid Hoffman

he ancient city of Chevron was experiencing serious
T financial depression. Many of the yeshivos and other

organizations were short of funds and it was decided that

a well-respected emissary would be sent abroad to raise
sorely needed money. The great Chacham, R’ Chaim Yosef Dovid
Azulai ZT"L, known as the Chid"a, was asked to travel to Europe
and raise money on behalf of the city of Chevron and its mosdos.
He agreed and remained in Europe doing just that for a number of
years.

On one of his trips to Italy, a merchant who dealt in exotic

cheeses came to see him. He requested that the Chid”a give him
a hechsher on a particualr brand of cheese, however, the Chacham
refused to do so when he learned of the origin of the cheese. The
merchant desperately needed the approbation in order to market
his product in Italy and decided to hire a group of local thugs to
make the Chacham see things his way.
One night as he was walking to his lodgings, the Chid"a was
accosted by the thugs and was made an offer he couldn't refuse:
Either he agree to give his approbation on the questionable cheese,
or he would be tossed into the sea, never to be heard from again.
Well, given his options, the Chid"a finally relented and wrote the
following hechsher for the merchant: “The cheese being sold by
this merchant is Kosher Lemehadrin. It may be eaten ...” At the
end of the flowery approbation, the Chid"a signed it: “Signed and
sealed, today, the third day of the weekly Torah portion, “5axn ma,
oman oannn 1K, which is found in Sefer Shemos, 5513 - 1753 The
evil merchant had gotten what he wanted and he let the Chid”a go
unharmed.

0'129 |n'0...N12N NN

Armed with his can’t-miss hechsher, the merchant brought
his wares to an ltalian port city and announced to any and all
who would listen that he was selling the finest cheese, imported
direct from the Holy Land, Kosher Lemehadrin, under the strict
supervision of none other than the great Sefardic Gaon, the Chid"a.
As was customary, the merchant proudly presented his letter of
approbation to the local Rov, who perused every word carefully.
All seemed to be in order, except one thing bothered the Rov: Why
had the Chid”a written on the bottom of the seal that the posuk
“Dman o>anm 1Mk 1oaxn 197” was found in Sefer Shemos? Wasn't it
obvious that this posuk was in Parshas Bo, in Sefer Shemos?

The Rov spent some time pondering this question, attempting to
understand the deeper meaning behind these veiled words. After
carefully analyzing it from every angle, he came to the realization
that n9n‘w was an acronym for the words “ouinn Tnx1 x1pn 0w’ a
reference to the mitzvah of reviewing each parsha in the Torah,
twice in Hebrew and once in Targum Onkelos, the Babylonian
translation. He quickly looked up the Targum on that specific posuk
and read: “prox i nxan” which, taken out of context can be
understood, “Your cheese shall be prohibited.”

Immediately, he declared the cheese not kosher and had the local
authorities take the merchant in for questioning, where he cracked
under pressure and admitted to coercing the hechsher out of the
Chid"a. In a voice full of emotion and admiration, the Rov stood
up in his place and said about the Chid"a, “v»x1"> 1nnonn pbnw 2" -
“Blessed is He who gave from His wisdom to those who fear Him."
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David Gurwitz
Parshas Bo

The Last Three Plagues of Darkness

Last week’s Parsha contained the first SEVEN plagues, which came in an orderly fashion
from the lowest — blood in the water-- then frogs, then lice, then wild animals, then
plague, then boils, to hail (which miraculously contained fire and water simultaneously).

This week’s Parsha, Parshas Bo (Bais and Aleph equals 3) completes the last THREE
plagues - locusts, darkness, and Killing of the Egyptian first-born children. These last
three plagues all share something - they all occurred in, or caused, some form of
darkness. Let’s explore the Jewish mystical concept of darkness.

The Hebrew word for darkness is choshech. The letters are Ches, Shin, and Cuf. When
we isolate the outside letters, we have the word ko-ach, which means strength, and
power. The inside letter of choshech - Shin - has three prongs, comprised of a Zayin, a
Yud, and a Vav, respectively, forming the word zeev, meaning radiance.

The word choshech, then, is really ko-ach surrounding shin. Power surrounds radiance -
that is Darkness. This concept of darkness being a covering of light is evident in the very
Hebrew word for darkness.

We also see this reflected in the shape of the outside letters, Ches and Cuf, as three sided
staples, one opening to the bottom — the Ches — and one opening to the left — the Cuf.
Since the Shin radiates up, through its prongs, back to its source, the outside letters act
as “bottling up” agents.

This supports what some of our sages say, that the “darkness” in Mitzrayim, was really
blinding light.

We see more, from the compendium of phonetically similar and related sounding Hebrew
words, based on Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch’s zt”l. We see how choshech and its
related words mean to reduce, and hold back: Chashack means to surround; azack means
to chain; ashek means to grab; chazak means to hold; ozeck means to dig; asek means
to deal; osek means to occupy; and ashech means to enclose.

These words - which are phonetic cousins to choshech — darkness - mystically appear to
be suppressed, stapled light. This also helps us connect the idea of darkness to Rosh
Chodesh, all in this parsha.

Unlike the Mitzri, whose power of the Moon was evidenced at the full moon, which is why
we left on the fifteenth of Nisan, at the height of their so-called power - ours is evidenced
as we leave the full darkness with the initial glimpse of the moon’s reflection of the Sun’s
light.
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Our New Moon comes out of darkness, and we celebrate coming out of darkness every
rosh chodesh, when the moon has a sliver revealed. Every rosh chodesh is like a new
beginning, like leaving Mitzrayim. Every new idea, or greater understanding, is also like
a new beginning, breaking free of its metzar, its limitation.

There is an unusual sentence that appears inside the ninth plague. “Lo Rahoo Eish Es
Achiv.” - “Each Man Could Not See His Brother.” How do we break this limitation?
Especially, when Hashem’s presence seems obscured, and darkness seems everywhere?

The words of the Arizal, z”l, as always, are helpful here. We are in a time of tshuvah,
says the Arizal, during these times when we read the six Parshiyos of Shovavim. We can
still remember the recent message of Chanukah, the resting on the 25th, the
reconnecting to the chanu, the chaine, the undeserved gift, of the 25th word in the Torah,
ohr, light, after the word choshech appears as the 12th word in the Torah.

Lo Rahoo Eish Es Achiv. “Each Man Could Not See His Brother. "The gematriah of the
word achiv, his brother, is 25! Each man could not see his ohr, the Light. If we could
really focus on doing some form of tshuvah, which essentially means changing of
direction, then we can possibly see that these five words give to us the admonition and
the cure, the response and the quest for the light amidst this darkness. How?

The LAST letters of Lo Rahoo Eish Es Achiv - Each Man Could Not See His Brother — add
up to 713, which is the value of the word....tshuvah. SHUVU, BANIM SHOVAVIM ERPAH
MESHUVOSEICHEM.

There is also a deep lesson to be gained from examining the value of the FIRST letters of
Lo Rahoo Eish Es Achiv. They add up to 233, which equals, with the collel, the value of
the words yehi ohr, let there be light.

As we prepare for the upcoming two Parshiyos of the Splitting of the Sea, and the Giving
of the Ten Commandments, we must try and remember that choshech, and tshuvah, are
not what they appear to be for a Jew. Hashem is the creator of time.

The word sha-ah — hour — also means to turn, which we saw in Hashem’s turning to
Hevel's offering but not to Kayin’s. Each hour is really a chance to turn in the right
direction — or wrong. Even — especially - in choschech.

In fact, we find something startling when we examine the inside of the spelled out letters
of the word choshech: Ches — inside is a Tof, value 400; Shin — inside is Yud and Nun,
value 60; Chuf - inside is Peh, value 80. 400 and 60 and 80, with the collel, is 541, the
value of Yisroel! Yisroel represents the true inside the word - and concept - of choshech.

Our sages say that for the sake of the Torah — which, in Aramaic, is called Oraisa, meaning
light - and for Yisroel, the world was created. Since we see that choshech spelled out,
and as a structure, represents light hidden in darkness, it make sense, as we pointed out
previously, that ohr v choshech also add up to 541, Yisroel, since we are also the force
to access the light hidden in darkness. May we learn to train our eyes to more clearly see
our brothers, Re’ a Eish Es Achiv.
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Come to Pharaoh, for | have made his heart and the heart of his servants
stubborn. (10:1)

Rashi explains that Hashem sent Moshe to warn Pharaoh of
the upcoming plague. Why warn Pharaoh if his reaction would be
negative as a result of Hashem hardening his heart? A warning should
serve a purpose. Apparently, this warning did not. Horav Yosef Dov
Soloveitzchik, zl, Rosh Yeshivas Brisk, Yerushalayim, explains this based
upon a principle quoted from Horav Yeruchem Levovitz, zI, Mashgiach
Yeshivas Mir. When Sarah Imeinu gave birth to Yitzchak Avinu at the age
of 90 years old, the Torah makes a big “to do” about the overt miracle
that she had experienced. In contrast, when Yocheved gave birth to
Moshe Rabbeinu at 130 years old, the Torah mentions it only in passing.
One would think that Yocheved’s personal miracle was at least as worthy
of note as that of Sarah.

Simply, we could say that Sarah was born without the
anatomical organs necessary to produce a child. Her miracle was
transformative in the sense that she now had a womb, so that she had
the capability to conceive a baby and carry it to term. Indeed, the
miracle was that she essentially had become a new person. Yocheved
actually had two children, Miriam and Aharon, before giving birth to
Moshe. If we are to record miracles, their births should precede that of
Moshe.

The Mashgiach explains that veritably all teva, what we call
nature, is actually neis, miracle. There is no such thing as “nature,” since
everything occurs through the agency of Divine will. Just as Hashem
delivered Heavenly manna to sustain the Jewish People during their
forty-year trek in the wilderness, He causes wheat — that will one day
become bread — to grow from the ground. We think that bread is a
natural occurrence. It is as natural as Heavenly manna. Likewise, when a
blind man undergoes a procedure that grants him eyesight, it is
considered to be a miracle; when one who is gravely ill is the fortunate
recipient of a transplant that grants him a new lease on life, it is deemed
a miracle. In contrast, waking up every morning with all organs and
limbs intact and in working condition is viewed as natural. Why? Indeed,
we bless Hashem daily: Pokeiach ivrim, Who gives sight to the blind;
Zokeif kefufim, straightens those who are bent over, etc. Without
Hashem, we are unable to function. We would not even exist!

What distinguishes one miracle from another? Why is Sarah
Imeinu’s miracle recorded in the Torah, while Yocheved’s is not? When a
Navi, Prophet, informs a person of an upcoming event — either one of a
positive nature or vice versa — such a miracle is worthy of inclusion in
the Torah. It was foretold — we waited for it to occur — it happened. This
makes it worthy of being chronicled in the Torah. A neis that was not
foreshadowed, but “just happened” is not documented in the Torah.
Sarah’s miracle was forecast by the Heavenly Angel who visited her;
Yocheved’s miracle “just happened.”

According to the above principle, Rav Soloveitchik explains
why Moshe was instructed to warn Pharaoh of the upcoming plague.
This warning (despite the knowledge that the warning would be to no
avail, because Pharaoh’s heart had been hardened) allows for the
miracle to be recorded in the Torah, so that everyone will “know”
Hashem.
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Moshe stretched forth his hand towards the heavens, and there was a
thick darkness throughout the Land of Egypt. (10:22)

Chazal (Midrash Rabbah/Shemos 14:2) ask from whence came
this choshech, darkness. Rabbi Yehudah says it came from on High. It
was a Heavenly/otherworldly darkness, as it says in Tehillim 18:12, “He
made darkness His concealment, around Him His shelter.” (This means:
even when Hashem intervenes in a swift and stunning manner in human
affairs, He remains concealed [Ibn Ezra], or alternatively, man quickly
forgets Hashem’s role in all that happens to him [Horav S.R. Hirsch]. The
question is obvious: If the darkness that plagued Egypt was from Heaven
— where in Heaven was it to be found? Is there darkness in Shomayim,
Heaven? The Navi says: U’nehira imei shrei, “And light dwells with Him”
(Daniel 2:22). Furthermore, we are taught (based upon a pasuk in
Yeshayah 19:22) that the darkness which descended over Egypt affected
only Egyptians, while simultaneously it was light for the Jews. It was the
very same darkness that served a dual purpose: darkness and oblivion
for the Egyptians; light and clarity for the Jews. How is this to be
understood?

Horav Shimshon Pincus, zl, cites the Sifsei Kohen who explains
that the darkness that blinded the Egyptians was, indeed, Heavenly light
which darkened the eyes of the Egyptians. Due to their evil, they were
unable to see. This is similar to gazing at the sun on an unusually sunny,
bright day. One is blinded, unable to see. The wicked Egyptians were so
overwhelmed by the otherworldly light that they were left devoid of
vision, the reality around them obscured.

The Jews, on the other hand, were worthy of seeing. Due to
their distinction, they were not overwhelmed and blinded by the
Heavenly light. Their vision was able to penetrate its rays, to see the
brilliance that surrounded them with amazing clarity. Thus, the very
same light that shined for the Jews darkened the lives of the Egyptians.
The Jew could walk into an Egyptian home and see what was concealed
from the Egyptian’s eyes, that the darkness was actually light.

Ner I'ragli Devarecha v’Ohr linesivasi, “Your word is a candle
for my feet and a light for my path” (Tehilim 119:105). The Torah
illuminates man’s way, enabling him to proceed to his destination in life
with vigour and surefootedness. This pasuk is a reference to the light
that emanates from (one who studies) Torah and mitzvah observance.
Therefore, darkness descended on Egypt, a darkness that was comprised
of the Heavenly light which Hashem sent down, a light that darkened
the eyes of the Egyptians, but was a source of powerful illumination for
the Jews.

Rav Pincus concludes with a powerful observation. We live in a
time in which the world around us clamours for the denigration and
disenfranchisement of the Jews. There are those who would do us harm
for no other reason than our being born into the Jewish faith — a faith
which we observe religiously. The term anti-Semitism is thrown around
all of the time to the point that many of our co-religionists bend over
backwards to do anything and everything to appease those around us,
to assimilate in any way that garners favour in the eyes of the gentile.
The solution is right in front of our eyes: Ner mitzvah v’'Torah ohr; the
light of the Torah will prevail. It provides us with the necessary light,
while it concurrently darkens the vision of those who would do us harm.
The choshech of Mitzrayim obfuscates their nefarious vision, impairing
their efforts to cause us harm.

Hebrew Academy of Cleveland
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Let each man request of his fellow and each woman from her fellow
silver vessels and gold vessels. (11:2)

Hashem asked Moshe Rabbeinu to make a special effort to
impress upon the Jews the significance of requesting silver and gold
vessels from the Egyptians, because, if they did not leave Egypt with a
sizable financial portfolio, Avraham Avinu’s neshamah, soul, would have
a “complaint” against Hashem. She’lo yomar oso tzaddik VV’avadum v’inu
osam — kayeim ba’hem — v’acharei chein yeitzu b’r’chush gadol — lo
kayeim ba’hem; “So that the righteous person (Avraham) should not say,
‘G-d carried out in full measure the prophecy that his offspring will be
oppressed, but not the companion promise that they will leave their
captivity with great wealth.”” The question is obvious: If Hashem made a
promise, it should be kept regardless of “if” or “what” the tzaddik would
say. A promise of wealth is a promise to which He must adhere. Second,
what is the meaning of kayeim ba’hem, “He fulfilled them/carried out in
full measure”? Ba’hem means in or with them; rather, it should have
said la’hem, for them.

The Klausenberger Rebbe, zl, explains this practically. The
criteria for defining who is a Jew should have parameters that extend
beyond strict religious observance. A Jew who has yet to observe
Shabbos, kashrus, etc. is still a Jew. The Rebbe was speaking following
the European Holocaust, when the Nazis, yms”h, murdered us even if
our Jewish pedigree had skipped a few generations. (In other words,
even if a person was not Halachically biologically a Jew, the Nazis
considered him/her as Jewish as long as his/her Jewish blood hailed
back three generations. The Rebbe is not talking about such
circumstances, because the person was not Jewish, according to
Halachah.)

The Rebbe interpreted the statement in the following manner.
In terms of being a slave, they were Jewish — they were enslaved,
persecuted, afflicted and murdered. Kayeim bahem;, they were kayeim,
considered Jews. If so, then the second half of the promise must also be
fulfilled in them. Let them have their rightful portion of the wealth. They
have a right to it, because kayeim ba’hem. The wicked ones
characterised them as Jews. The persecutors confirmed their
Jewishness. They should, likewise, share in the reward.

The Rebbe employed this interpretation to explain David
Hamelech’s statement in Tehillim 87:6. Hashem yispor b’ch’sov amim,
“Hashem will count when He records nations.” The Almighty will
count/consider Jews in accordance to the records of the gentiles.
Hashem will count Jews based upon the criteria set by the gentiles, who
do not concern themselves with the religious affiliation of Jews. As long
as something connects individuals to our People, they view them as
Jews. While Hashem will certainly not include those who are
Halachically not Jewish, He will not exclude them, however, due to their
lack of observance.
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And it shall be for you a sign, your arm and a reminder between your
eyes. (13:9)

The mitzvah of Tefillin — two boxes which each contain four
short parshiyos from the Torah inscribed on parchment, and worn on
the arm and the forehead — is one of the most important mitzvos of the
Torah. One of the boxes is worn on the arm, opposite the heart, which is
the seat of one’s emotions; the other is placed above the forehead,
resting opposite the cerebrum. Thus, our attention is directed to the
head, the heart and to the hand, thereby implying that our actions must
be dedicated to Hashem in such a manner that we conjoin our
emotions/passion together with our intellect and power of reason.
Placed on the arm opposite the heart and on the head, the Tefillin
signify the submission of one’s mind, heart and actions to Hashem, as
well as the reign of the intellect over emotion. We must experience a
balance between the two, applying the heart and mind to our everyday

endeavour. Tefillin comprise the badge of the Jew. Indeed, the Talmud is
referring to one who is no longer observant, calling him a karkafta di lo
manach Tefillin, “one who does not put on Tefillin.” It is the single act of
service to the Almighty that defines our relationship with Him. One who
does not put on Tefillin has rejected this relationship.

Tefillin are symbolically identified with bar-mitzvah, despite
the fact that, when a boy reaches Jewish adulthood (thirteen years old),
he becomes obligated in executing all 613 mitzvos. Why is Tefillin singled
out? Mishnas Yeshoshua (quoted by Horav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita)
explains that the mere fact that Tefillin shel yad, the Tefillin worn on the
arm, are put on prior to placing the Tefillin shel rosh, the Tefillin of the
head, on the forehead, is — in and of itself —a powerful lesson in avodas
Hashem, service to the Almighty. We imply that we, as Jews, are
prepared “to do,” even before our mind/intellect, seat of reason, is able
to grasp the rationale for the mitzvah. We accept the yoke of service to
Hashem, as we declared at Har Sinai, Naaseh v’nishma; “We will do and
we will listen.” As a young boy enters adulthood, he must ingrain in his
mind that, as Jews, we serve, we act, even when circumstances appear
questionable, even when we do not truly understand the mitzvah. Lack
of rationale (which is on our part) is no reason for faltering in performing
a mitzvah.

Tefillin is about love — between Hashem and Klal Yisrael. When
one loves, any form of separation is overwhelming. Every moment spent
together is exceedingly precious. Every bit of communication, every
memento, anything that reminds one of his love, is treasured. Thus, a
simple ring that is given to concretise the bond of love has special
meaning. Every time one looks at the ring, the love is remembered.
Hashem’s love for His children is the greatest love that exists. To believe
in Hashem is to share this love. Hashem’s creating the world purely for
altruistic reasons was an act of love. His love is boundless, infinite,
beyond anything that we can possibly fathom. It is in force even when
we do not deserve it, because a loving Father never gives up on his child.
Nonetheless, it is our duty to strengthen that bond of love. Faith and
love are extremely tenuous concepts. We speak of them and think about
them, but, unless we do something definitive/tangible to concretise
these emotions, our attention wanes, and they become nebulous and
insignificant, the victims of complacency.

Tefillin serves to help us remember the love. It is our ring, the
concretisation of our relationship. The Torah talks of three forms of love:
“b’chol levavecha, “with all your heart;” b’chol nafshecha, “with all your
soul;” u’bchol me’odecha, “and with all your might.” The Tefillin worn on
the left arm, opposite the heart, submits/dedicates our heart, the seat
of life, to the love of Hashem. The Tefillin worn next to the brain, the
seat of one’s intellect and soul, represents our dedication to loving
Hashem with all our soul. The Tefillin worn on the arm, the symbol of
strength, binds all of our powers to the love of G-d.

Now we understand that one who rejects Tefillin repudiates
Hashem’s love — and faith without love is lacking in conviction.

Walking into a shul in the morning and looking around at the
worshippers putting on their Tefillin gives one the impression that it is a
simple, everyday ritual act— which it is. We all put on Tefillin out of habit.
Some run into shul, put on (the Tallis followed by) Tefillin and move on
to the daily davening. Some might arrive earlier to recite Tehillim, to
learn, but, when it comes to the Tefillin, it is usually the same: put them
on as a preparation for davening. As we all know, however, the action is
only as good as the accompanying attitude. Obviously, one should keep
in mind that he is performing a special mitzvah that underscores the
reciprocal love we share with Hashem. | came across the following
thought from the Tzaddik of Yerushalayim, Horav Aryeh Levine, zl, which
is quite inspiring.

As Rav Ha’assirim, chaplain to those incarcerated by the
British, Rav Aryeh had the sad experience of spending the last days and
moments with the Kedoshim who had been found guilty by the British
court and sentenced to die. When Rav Aryeh spoke to the pre-bar-
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mitzvah boys in the mamlachti dati school in Hertziliya, he described to
the boys the last few hours of the lives of two martyrs.

The Rav came with two pairs of Tefillin for the two men to put
on for the last time. They took them into their hands and could not stop
kissing the boxes. They put them on and, with tears flowing down their
faces, they recited Shema Yisrael. When they removed the Tefillin, they
held them lovingly, unable to let go of them. Finally, the guard signaled
that their time was up. They had to take their last walk.

Rav Aryeh looked at the boys and asked, “Is it only when we
are parting from the Tefillin for the last time in our life that we should be
so emotional? What about one who has his entire life ahead of him —
should he not cherish every moment spent with his Tefillin?"

How true. We act instinctively, because we are creatures of
habit. If we would remember that the Tefillin are Hashem’s sign of
abiding love for us, we might manifest greater care and feeling when we
put on our Tefillin.

One last story. Reb Yosef lived in one of Yerushalayim’s large
apartment complexes. A friendly fellow, he made it a point to get to
know everyone who lived there — not because he was particularly nosy;
he just liked to help people. One elderly man rarely went out. He
suffered from a large bump on his back. He sat home alone, learning.
The neighbours treated him royally, looking out for him and offering
assistance whenever possible. They knew neither his life story, nor the
reason for the unsightly bump on his back.

One day, this man felt sick, and he was taken to the hospital.
The situation quickly advanced to a serious state. Having developed a
relationship with Reb Yosef, he called for him. Obviously, Reb Yosef
dropped whatever he was doing and proceeded to the hospital where
the man was hooked up to a number of lines and tubes. The situation
did not look hopeful. The man looked up at Reb Yosef and said, “I have
to ask you for a favour. | really have no one else. | have one son who
lives somewhere in the diaspora. Unfortunately, he left the fold years
ago, and we have nothing to do with one another. If somehow you are
able to contact him, | have an envelope of money with me for you to use
to purchase a pair of Tefillin for him. Although he is not frum, observant,
now, | am certain once | “transition” to the Olam Ha’Emes, World of
Truth, | will be able to intercede on his behalf that he be imbued with a
desire to return to Hashem’.

The man continued talking, realising that this was probably his
last chance to relate the story of his life for posterity. Perhaps his son
would one day find it meaningful: “I was six years old when my mother
died. My father was unable to care for me, so the neighbours lent a
hand. Thus, | went from home to home, caregiver to caregiver; no
mother, no father to speak of — | was alone in the world. | wanted so
much to learn. | met a kind man who was a candle maker. | made a deal
with him: | would sell his candles all over the city, while he would hire a
Torah tutor for me whom he would pay with my wages

“One day”, he continued, with tears beginning to well-up in his
eyes, “l came to a home occupied by a group of men who had long ago
left the Jewish religion. They made fun of my religious garb, my payos,
long jacket and black hat. They were bent on causing me to sin. The
pressure was mounting until | ran to the window and jumped — not
realizing that we were on the third floor! | was badly injured and, after
months in the hospital, | was released with a stark reminder of the
accident. That terrible bump has been with me ever since. Somehow,
later in life, | met a wonderful woman who, despite my disfigurement,
married me. We had a son. When he was a teenager, my wife died,
leaving me to raise him alone. | did the best | could, but, apparently, it
was not enough.

“I have one more favour to ask of you. Please bring me a map
of the cemetery which shows the available parcels of land for burial. |
would like to select my final resting place.” The next day, Reb Yosef
returned with the map of the cemetery. The man nixed most of the
places. He obviously had demanding criteria concerning next to whom

he wanted to lay. He explained, “From the time that | jumped from the
window, | was careful never to look at anything, anyone, or anywhere
that was spiritually harmful to my eyes. | avoided sin by my willingness
to relinquish my life. | would like to lie next to someone whom | am
certain guarded his eyes his entire life.” In the end, he selected a corner
of the cemetery where old shaimos, Torah volumes that were unusable,
and infants that had tragically died, were buried. The man died the next
morning. His burial took place that very same day. The work of locating
his son began in earnest.

The story continues in America. Thousands of cars were
moving back and forth on the highway. One car (the driver) lost control
and sustained serious injuries. He was taken to the emergency room
and, after a day, moved to a hospital bed to recuperate. Two days later, a
man entered his hospital room, and said, “Good morning. | am visiting
from the Holy Land. | heard that there is a young man with ties to Eretz
Yisrael convalescing in the hospital. | decided to come visit you.” They
began to speak. The patient told the visitor about his father who “lived”
in Eretz Yisrael. The man listened: “Actually, | knew your father. Very
special man. Indeed, he was a holy soul!” The son had no idea that his
father had died. One more of life’s challenges with which he had to deal.

The son told his visitor, “I do not know what has come over
me. It has been more than twenty years since | last put on Tefillin. |
reneged on my religious observance. Suddenly, the last few months
‘something’ has been compelling me to return to my People, to once
again become observant.” (This was probably due to his father’s
Heavenly intercession.)

The visitor from Eretz Yisrael returned home and immediately
contacted Reb Yosef, relating to him the story of the elderly man’s son.
Reb Yosef went out that day and purchased a fine, kosher pair of Tefillin
and sent it to the man’s son, who was in the process of becoming a baal
teshuvah, returning to his religious observance. We derive from here,
says the Nadvorna Rebbe, Shlita (who heard the story from Reb Yosef),
that when one acts with mesiras nefesh, self-sacrifice, the influence of
this action will endure and be the source of positive inspiration for
generations to come.

Va’ani Tefillah

ATV T2 9D 2 KDY
V’lo neivosh ki Becha vatachnu.
and we will not feel ashamed for in You we trust

Horav Yehonasan Eibeshutz, zl, interprets this Tefillah as our
plea to Hashem that we should not be embarrassed when we arrive in
the next world. He quotes the Zohar HaKadosh that explains this
concept of embarrassment as resulting from something (such as a
character trait) being identified as part of a person, when, in fact, it is
not. (For example, people refer to him as righteous, when, in truth, he is
not that righteous.) This is different than the shame one experiences
when he is caught acting improperly. In this world, we strive for people
to perceive us in a certain manner, and when we are not perceived in
this manner, we are embarrassed. In the World of Truth, we are up
against the concept of absolute truth. When we are exposed to such
scrutiny, we fear self-embarrassment if everything that we have believed
about ourselves turns out to be not as true as we had thought. When
we “arrive” in Olam Habba, we do not want to discover that we have
been wrong in taking our spiritual achievement for granted.

Furthermore, when we arrive in Olam Habba, we will have the
opportunity to meet our forebears from previous generations. Are we
prepared to answer their piercing questions concerning our spiritual
plateau? What will we say when they ask us: “How could you?” “Why
didn’t you?” | think the reader understands the trajectory of the dvar
Torah. If we do not want to be embarrassed, we should be meticulous in
our observance.
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That sure is a strong wind.”

“Which direction is it coming from?”
“East.”

“Look at that dark mass in the sky.”

“It looks like locusts.”

“That is all we need. After the hail de-
stroyed all our trees, these locusts will eat
all the crops.”

“Don’t worry. Locusts are not that bad. They
eat until they are satisfied, then they move
on. We will have plenty of crops left.”

The wind blows a plague of locusts into
Mitzrayim that are unlike any locusts ever
seen before or since. Every species of locust
in the world descends upon Mitzrayim. They
are so dense that they pile in on top of each
other. They eat every morsel of crops in the
fields. Then they enter the homes.

“Give me the broom! | want to sweep
these locusts out of here.”

“You can have the broom, but you're
wasting your time. The house is full of
them. They are not just on the floor, they
are piled up high.”

“l can get some of them out.”

“Here take this vessel.”

They begin to scoop out the locusts, but
when they open the door to throw them
out, more come in. They watch in horror
as their entire house swarms with locusts.

“l can’t take it. This is disgusting. These
huge insects are everywhere.”

“There is nowhere to go. All of Mitz-
rayim is covered with them.”

“l had a feeling that the G-d of the Jews
would pay us back for our evil deeds.”
“What did we do to deserve this?”

“We made the Jews plow and plant our
fields. We wanted to keep them busy and
exhausted, in order to break up their fam-
ily life. Those fields that they planted are
completely destroyed.”

“Pharaoh, let those Jews go free!”

Keep Them in the
Dark

(13
Time to get up everyone. | think we

overslept. The sun is already shining
brightly. Get up!”

Suddenly, the sun, stars, and moon vanish
and it becomes pitch black.

“Why did you tell us to get up? It is still
dark outside.”

“It was bright and sunny a minute ago.”
“Why don’t you light a lamp so we can
see what is going on.”

The man tries to light a fire, but it goes
out. He tries again and again, but each
time it is snuffed out.

“Something is very strange here. | cannot
even light a fire.”

“Where are the sun and the moon? We
worship them as gods. Surely they will

come to our aid.”

“Let us wait a few minutes. Our eyes will
become accustomed to the dark and we
will be able to see.”

A few minutes pass.

“| still cannot see anything.”

“Neither can I.”

“This is not a normal darkness.”

“You are right. There is something thick
here. Like a black cloud. | almost feel like
I am choking. | need to sit down.”

The Mitzri man tries, but to his horror he
cannot sit down. He cannot move even
one limb of his body. The thick black
darkness is paralyzing. For the Jewish
people, however, there is plenty of light.

“Have you seen any Mitzrim lately?”

“As a matter of fact, | have not. What is
happening?”

“Come with me.”

The two men go to the home of a Mitzri
family. They see everyone standing abso-
lutely still, frozen by the plague of darkness.
The Jews, however, see perfectly well.

“Come, let’s have a look around. Let us
see where they hide their valuables.
When we leave Mitzrayim, we will ask
them for their gold and silver. If they
deny having any, we can show them
where it is.”

Just then, a third Jewish man walks into
the home.

“Come quickly.”

“What is the matter?”

“Many Jews are dying. We must bury
them.”

“What? Jews dying? Is this a plague?”

“In a manner of speaking. Certain Jews
have become too comfortable in Mitz-
rayim. They like the Mitzrim. They have
taken money from them and have be-
come wealthy. They do not want to
leave. Hashem cannot let them go out of
Mitzrayim. Only those who are willing to
follow Hashem can go.”

“Why can’t they stay?”

“All Jews must leave this cursed land.
Therefore, they are dying here and now.
Come, let us bury them.”

“But why are they dying now, and not
before or later?”

“So the Mitzrim will not be able to see
them. They cannot think that we are also
afflicted with plagues.”

And so, the Jews buried their dead during the
plague of darkness. The Mitzrim knew noth-
ing about it. They were kept in the dark.
However, this plague shed a shining light
on the exemplary middos of the Jewish
people. The Mitzrim were defenseless in the
total darkness. The Jews were free to do
whatever they wanted. They could have
taken revenge against their cruel Mitzri
taskmasters and never been caught. Why
not leave Mitzrayim? The perfect opportu-
nity. There were no guards or sentries to
stop them, and no army to catch them.
They had an opportunity to end this miser-
able slavery once and for all.

But wait. They had once made an oath
many years back. The Targum Yonason (on
Bereshis 50:25) explains that Yosef made
the Jews swear not to leave Mitzrayim be-
fore the appointed time. The Chasam Sofer
explains that this is the explanation of the
verse: “He sent darkness and made it dark,
and they did not defy his word” (Tehillim
105:28). The Jewish people could easily
have defied Yosef's word and left Mitz-
rayim. However, they would not go back
on their oath. They resisted the temptation
and kept their word.

Just Hashem

(14
Do you hear something?”

“It sounds like someone is screaming.”
“There is another scream, and another,
and another. Can you make out what
they are saying?”

In the distance they hear . . .

“My dear son! My firstborn! Help me,
help me someone. He is not breathing...!”

More screams and wails. They are every-
where. Mitzrayim is in chaos. The plague
strikes every home.

“It is really happening. Makkas Bechoros,
the plague of the first-born. Let us go out
to see.”

“No, it is forbidden. Moshe commanded
us not to leave our houses all the night.
Death is in the streets.”

“What shall we do?”

“We only do as Hashem says. We have to
shecht our Korbon Pesach, smear its
blood on the doorposts, and roast the
meat. Mix the flour and water and start
kneading the dough. Sing Hallel, praises
to Hashem.”

“That’s all? We don’t have to fight the
Mitzrim?”

“Hashem is fighting for us. We have suf-
fered long enough. We just stand back
and watch His miracles.”

Suddenly, there is a knock at the door. A
Mitzri woman is standing there, with
haunted eyes, clutching her infant baby.

“This is my firstborn son. Please let my
baby stay in your house tonight. There is a
terrible plague and | do not want him to
die. The firstborn sons in the Jewish homes
are not dying. | hope he will be safe here.”
“We will take your son, we will even put
him in the bed with our son. However,
there is no hiding from Hashem. He is eve-
rywhere and knows everything. Hashem
Himself is killing the firstborn boys.”

They take the baby and put him in the
same bed with their own son. In the
morning, the Mitzri boy is dead, and their
son is alive.

[CIRC R R )

These three stories are from the sefer
“You Left Mitzrayim”.

All rights reserved to the author < Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1053#
Sponsored and Printed by: www.ramapost.com
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“Hashem said to Moshe: Come to Paroah, for I

have made his heart and the heart of his

servants stubborn so that I shall place these
signs of Mine in his midst.” Rashi says that
Moshe was to go to Paroah to warn him. The
Posuk seems to be counterintuitive. If
Hakodosh Boruch Hu hardened Paroah’s
heart, which would mean that Paroah would
not allow Klal Yisroel to leave, then why have
Moshe go warn Paroah for no reason? He
wasn’t going to listen anyway.

Moshe wondered how Paroah’s heart
could be hardened and not allow Klal Yisroel
to leave Mitzrayim, when he had just
experienced the Makkah of Barad, a Makkah
which was inclusive of many Makkos. Barad
was a very scary Makkah, fire surrounded by
hail, and making really loud thunderous noise,
and as it says in Brochos 59a that thunder was
only created to straighten the crooked-
hearted. Paroah had already endured a lot,
and one would think that at this point in time
he would break. If one were to say that
somehow, he was holding strong and was not
ready to give in, then why would you warn him
about the Makkah of na1x, a seemingly much
lighter and softer Makkah than what he
already dealt with? If he wasn’t scared off by
the other Makkos, then the Makkah of Arbeh
wouldn’t scare him. If so, what would be the
purpose in warning him? In addition to all of
these points, the Torah tells us that after the
Makkah of Barad, Paroah admitted that he
sinned, and that he would comply with their
demands. If Paroah agreed to let them go,
then why warn him of another Makkah?
Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Moshe that he
should come warn Paroah, for He hardened his
heart. Hashem said to Moshe that he saw that
Paroah did Teshuva, but Hashem knows what
is in his heart, and he never really admitted
that he was wrong and sinned. 9:27 “n%w
,DY9N 'MXLUN DN7R MK NNRTE NYNY? X't Y19
D'WWIN Myl AR pTIn T —
summoned Moshe and Aharon and said to

“Paroah sent and

them: This time I have sinned; Hashem 1is the
righteous One, and I and my people are the

»

wicked ones.” Paroah tried to make it sound
as if he was completely guilty, but in reality,
he was not. What he was saying was, “jpT¥n '7
ax” — “Hashem is righteous, and I (am
righteous)” — “pwwin mu” — “however my
people are wicked.” Paroah was complaining
that it was not fair that he was being punished
when it was his people who were wicked, but
he himself was righteous. If that was not
enough Chutzpah, he also separated the Shem

Havayah — for the words, “D'vwin myi 7r1¥n ‘T
are the Roshei Taivos of the Shem Havayah —

WARNING

and Paroah placed himself right in the middle
— “an1” “‘mmik 'mw yn?” — for Paroah placed
himself between the two “nImIx mw” — to two
letters of the Shem Hashem. Thus, Hakodosh
Boruch Hu tells Moshe to go warn Paroah that

there was more to come, and that he would
ultimately lose. (MM v 0> Mow)

If you spell out the letters of the
name ny19 — X"'n 1"y W' ,n"o it is a total
Gematria of 380, which is the same Gematria
as “D¥n.” The Sar of Mitzrayim in Shomayim
is called, “Dn¥n” as it says in the Zohar
Hakodosh on the Posuk in Shemos 14:30 “ X
D'n Now 7 nn onxn nx W — That Klal
Yisroel saw the “pmy¥n” from above - dead.
There is a Sar, minister, in Shomayim for each
nation, and that Sar represents that nation.
Once the Sar of Mitzrayim above was killed,
that meant the death of Mitzrayim below.
Krias Yam Suf occurred because of the
obstinance of Paroah, for his heart hardened,
and even after allowing Klal Yisroel to leave
Mitzrayim, he chased after them. Shemos 15:9
“92w 7R WX 9ITIK” — The Mitzriyim chased
after Klal Yisroel, and were drowned in the
Yam. Then the Sar of nmyn, which is alluded
to in the name of Paroah (as stated above) died
on the river bank. “127 nX 'mT2ON X " — For 1
“mu unY
MINIX” — so that I can bring the Makkos upon
the Mitzriyim, until ultimately, “in1ja” — so
that what is inside Paroah, nnyn, the Sar of
Mitzrayim, will be killed. (*n qor Tiy)

If Hakodosh Boruch Hu hardened
Paroah’s heart, and that is why he did not
comply and let Klal Yisroel leave, then why
was he punished? Rebbe Yehudah says on this
Posuk — Tehillim 89:16 “'T nynn 'wTrIr oyn MWX
11970 119 K" — “Praiseworthy is the people
that knows the Shofar’s cry, Hashem, by the
illumination of Your countenance they walk.”

have hardened Paroah’s heart,

Praiseworthy is the nation that knows the
ways of Hashem who know the power of the
Shofar’s cry — and it is the people who follow
the path of the Torah and toil in it, for the
Torah is the "1 19 x. It was to them that the
secret was revealed, but not to others. To the
great Tzaddikim, there is much revealed, but
to the rest of the world, they are not to
examine and question the ways of Hashem, for
they cannot understand it. It is only the great
Tzaddikim who understand why Paroah was
punished, despite Hakodosh Boruch Hu
hardening his heart. (wrpn 1T

The Zohar Hakodosh connects this
Posuk to the Posuk in Tehillim 89:16 “nwx
P77 qme xa
“Praiseworthy is the people that knows the

»
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Shofar’s cry, Hashem, by the illumination of
Your countenance they walk.” What is the
intention of the Zohar Hakodosh connecting

DNIN N'WW' N N NR? Nnwa 1017

these Pesukim? One must have the strong
belief that everything is from Hashem. If
someone Chas V’sholom is sick, he must know
that it is Hashem Who made him sick, and he
must beseech Hakodosh Boruch Hu for
Rachamim, and do Teshuva. One should not
wait to beseech Hashem for Rachamim and do
Teshuva until he hears from the doctors that
there is no hope and they don’t have a cure for
him, rather he should do so as soon as he
becomes sick. Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not
accept the Teshuva from Paroah because he
only did so after the Yisurin that came upon
him, and fear of the future Yisurin. Being that
Paroah did not believe in Hakodosh Boruch
Hu at all, as he said in Shemos 5:2 “wx "1™
17172 ynur” — “Who is Hashem that I should
Hakodosh Boruch Hu
hardened his heart, and did not accept his
Teshuva. Klal Yisroel understand the power
of the Shofar, and it is Me’orer them to do
Teshuva even before the Midas Hadin comes

listen to his voice?”

upon them. When one truly recognizes that all
is from Hashem, and does Teshuva always, not
waiting until the Midas Hadin comes upon
him, that causes him to be Zoche for the Midas
Harachamim to remain with him, and not be
subjected to the Midas Hadin. With this we
can understand the Posuk in Devorim 3:23
“anx7? x'nin nva "7 78 pnnr1” — Perhaps Moshe
Rabbeinu thought that the reason that
Hakodosh Boruch Hu was not being Mekabel
his Tefilos was because it was, “X'nn nya” — at
that time, close to Moshe’s death, but had he
done so earlier, Hakodosh Boruch Hu would
have accepted it. One should not wait until he
is in a time of need, but one should always
recognize that everything
Hashem, and must always be Mispalel to Him.
(ym21 non)

comes from

Paroah questioned who Hashem
was — he gave no credence to Hakodosh Boruch
Hu, and said that there was no need to listen
to him. Hakodosh Boruch Hu was inflicting
mass pain on Paroah, and Hakodosh Boruch
Hu wanted him to know where it was coming
from — it was all from Hashem. That which a
person may turn to Hakodosh Boruch Hu
when he has no hope anywhere else, is a very
weak form of Emunah, and minimizes one’s
chances of being helped by Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. Moshe was being told to warn Paroah, as
a lesson for Klal Yisroel to learn throughout
the generations. We must work on our
Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu. This does
not mean that we should wait until Chas
V’sholom we are in the midst of Tzarah and
cannot get out of it, but we should do so at all
times in our lives, including when things are
good. May we be Zoche to have the proper
Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu at all time.

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetelggmail,com Thank you, Y. Schechter
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YETZIAS MITZRAYIM - THE SPIRITUAL REHABILITATION OF THE BIG
THREE

In the Haggadah we say that Rabbe Yehudah gave an acronym to the Ten Makkos with three
different segments 2"nxa W™ TV 1"¥T. Why divide the Makkos into these three particular
parts? Hashem could have sent one plague and wipe out Mitzrayim immediately so why was
there a need for Ten Plagues? The sefarim explain that the purpose of the Maakos was to
administer a spiritual rehabilitation of emunah to Pharaoh and Mitzrayim. It took three
stages, composed of 10 sessions of seven days each, in order to attain the clear recognition
and belief in the three fundamentals of emunah posed by the Sefer Ha'ikarim. These three
yesodos are firstly, emunah that Hashem exists, secondly, that He is a Mashgiach and
intervener in the world, and thirdly He gave us the Torah and He desires that we should serve
Him.

These three principles of emunah are expressed in Moshe's message from Hashem to Pharaoh
and denied by Pharaoh. Moshe told Pharaoh (9,1) 'n "X n> (Hashem's existence), '"n“X
D"M2avn (Mashgiach) and finally 21may my n7w send out My nation so that they will serve
me (Torah). Pharaoh's reply was (5,2) 17172 ynwX ©WKX 'n ' (denial of Hashem's existence)
to be followed by 'n X My T X7 (not aware of His Hashgacha). To contradict the third belief
that Yisrael are to be employed in the service of Hashem, Pharaoh claimed (5,17) bnx D'oM
that Yisrael are lazy to labor for him, so they therefore 'n? nnar n>71 DIk DNX D 7V
fabricate an excuse that must cease working in order to serve Hashem (denial of the service
to Hashem).

The three phases described in the format of Rabbe Yehudah, parallel the teaching of these
three fundamentals of emunah. Each phase contained specifically three lessons, for as we
find in Halacha of ownership, that processing the subject three times creates a chazakah in
spiritual rehabilitation. The tenth Makkah was a review of all three fundamentals. Let us now
elaborate.

The first section of Maakos came to teach that Hashem exists. It is therefore that we find by
these Maakos that the stated purpose for these plagues of 010 yT9X% 0T was "l am Hashem
and you must believe in my existence" (Shmos 7,17. 8,6.8,15).

The second phase of Maakos was to strengthen the belief that Hashem serves as Mashgiach
in this lowly world just as in Shamayim. That is why we find Hashem promising with the
onslaught of these first two plagues of 72T 2Ny, that "He will smite Mitzrayim with the
plagues and separate Yisrael from being smitten by them" (8,18.9,4,5.) The ability to separate
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those deserving of punishment and those not, shows Hashem's intervention in creation. The
Makkah of 'nw which was the last plague of this section was achieved by throwing the ashes
towards heaven and the plague befalling man and animals on earth. This too was to
demonstrate Hashem's Hashgacha, that both heaven and earth are the same as far as
Hashem's intervention.

In the last phase of plagues, we find that Hashem's purpose in sending the Makkos was to
command the mitzvah of n"¥n nX'x' 119'0, to their children and throughout the land
(9,16.10,2). This mitzvah also conveys Hashem's desire for the nation of Yisrael to become His
servant and observe His Torah and mitzvos as it is stated in the first commandment of the
Aseres Hadibros. That is why this message of purpose, even though not explicitly mentioned
in the Maaka of Darkness as it is in N2X 111, is nevertheless alluded to in Chazal on the
passuk DNIAWINA X ' 7R 12 7971 To all of Yisrael there was Light in their dwelling
(Shmos 10,23). The Medrash comments that this Light was gleaned from the Light of Maaseh
Bereishis which was created on the first day and was concealed thereafter in the Torah. In
essence this Maakah's mission statement is that Am Yisrael must accept Hashem's Torah
which is the Light of the Universe.

The last Maakah ninida non was an inclusive review of all three fundamentals. 'n "ax (12,12)
was the reinforcement of the belief that | exist. "I will see the blood and skip over your
houses" (12,13) upon which Rashi comments 1197 1171 720 Hash em, the omniscient One,
doesn't need the sign of the blood to indicate who lives in the house. "The blood was for the
purpose of seeing who of you were fulfilling My mitzvos and then | will skip over your house".
This demonstrates the fundamental of belief in Torah and the service to Hashem. This same
passuk says 921 Dd2 N'N' K71 the plague won't affect you. If it already states that Hashem will
skip over the Jewish houses why was it necessary to add that the plague won't affect you?
Rashi answers that in case a Mitzri was hiding in a Jewish home or vice versa, Hashem's
Hashgacha Peratis will make it so that the Mitzri will die in the Jewish home and the Yid will
not die in the Egyptian house. The passuk here affirms the emunah of Hashgachas Hashem in
the world even to the minutest detail.

We can now explain that the three mitzvos of the Seder Night, Pesach Matzah and Maror
parallel the three fundamentals of emunah learned at Yetzias Mitzrayim. The Korban Pesach
teaches us the yesod of Hashem's existence. The Korban Pesach was the sheep which the
Egyptians worshiped and the animal which was the head constellation and force of all avodah
zarah. The 15 day of the month was the height of this mazal's intensity and power. Yet this
avodah zarah and mazal of Mitzrayim was totally unable to protect them or itself against a
higher force which was Hashem. The Pesach proved the existence of Hashem.

Matzah represents the Mashgiach characteristic of Hashem. Chametz has a life of its own and
it rises outside of the parameters set forth by its maker. This is in contrast to matzah, that as
a finished product, it remains in the same form and retains the same parameter as it was
initially set forth by its maker. It therefore represents the Hashgacha of Hashem who is in
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control of creation, and sees everything. nxn is gematriah |'vin alluding to the watchful
concerned eye of Hashem.

Maror symbolizes the fundamental of emunah of Torah and service to Hashem. Chazal tell us
that Torah can be only acquired with affliction. n"7y Mxy NNy ' X798 M"*PNN NN 'R
(Berachos 63b). That is why we find the gematriah of 711Nn to be nm (death).

Now that we have explained how the Makkos were structured into three tiers corresponding
to the three fundamentals of Emunas Hashem which Hashem taught to Mitzrayim and Am
Yisrael, we can compare them to the three parshiyos of Shma that we are obligated to recite
every day. The first parsha of Shma TnX 'n 1N'P"X 'n is a proclamation of the Hashem's
existence. The second parsha describes Hashem's Hashgacha upon us. If we observe the
mitzvos then we will physically benefit in this world. However, if we fail to keep the mitzvos,
then we will suffer. He will stop the rainfall and the yield from the earth, and finally we will
be exiled. The third parsha of Shma is the acceptance of Hashem's mitzvos and His yoke of
avodah. The following is how Rashi interprets the repetition of D>'7'7x 'n aX in the last passuk
of the parsha: "I delivered you from Mitzrayim on the condition that you would fulfill my
mitzvos. If you refuse to do so, | will nevertheless force you.

This means that every day we must reaffirm our allegiance and belief in these three emunah
fundamentals which include all of the Thirteen Principles of the Rambam. We end the three
parshiyos of Shmah with the word nnx which are Chacahmim added even though it is not
part of the last passuk of D>'n7X 'n 'IX. What message were they giving us with this addition?
We suggest that the word Nn is the acronym of the consciousness that every Yid must have
which was delivered by Hashem through the Ten Makkos which symbolized the Three
Principles of Emunah: D'?78 — X that Hashem exists, n'awn — n that Hashem intervenes
even in the lower world, and n1In — N that Hashem redeemed us from Mitzrayim in order to
serve Him through observing His Torah and mitzvos. This is implied in the Nusach Sfard recited
in the last beracha after Shmah 11N78A D'x¥xnn NnXR with the acronym of nnx we were
redeemed from Mitzrayim. It was through the acquisition of the consciousness these three
principles of nnxX we merited Yetzias Mitzrayim.

Rav Brazil

Gut Shabbos
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Tiv Hakehila - Shvilei Pinchas - Meoros Hatzadikkim
Divrei Siach - Torah Wellsprings - Rav Brazil

We now offer FREE advertising
in select Divrei Torah printed and
distributed by Ramapost.

Ad space varies by week
and is first come, first serve.

SEND YOUR AD TO
MITZVOS@RAMAPOST.COM
TO SECURE YOUR AD SPACE.

Thank you & happy reading!

ST G s T

<~)9
- oo ¥

Ny

mam
by nx1aa
5N na nabYn

RAMAPROMO

Showcase PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
your ],Ogo A Partner of Your Personal Touch®

on QNV BUSINESSES - ORGANIZATIONS - NON-PROFITS - EVENTS
product CAMPAIGNS - TRADE SHOWS - GRAND OPENINGS

“The Backdrop to your Brand”

info@ramapromo.com | 845.445.9600 | www.RamaPromo.com
382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952




'UINND ool 7"D2
mnpII-4:29 & % V”YYN nain 1
prw'¥In-5:34 2002

2019 6
MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL

Issue #013

LPIANNRT T DY D'X91M DDATIN N7IN AT

s s oms < ya

Ton e uin -

nb74n:m

,nm:’u y

P97 1Y - }7717’7 7P
0o

o T oW oy

nwn wn

s 71T o

AP YWY K70 WK D7 290 7 0'D;

1217pa

12N PN
wn

Email mitzvos @ramapost.com mbdw nx191 mard

to sign up for a weekly subscription 5N1 na nabn




