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hen discussing the laws of capital punishment 
through stoning, the Torah instructs the 
witnesses to be the ones to throw the first 

stones. Why were they instructed to be the one to implement 
the punishment, which was the result of their statements?
 
Doeg was a part of Shoul Hamelech’s advisors. He informed 
Shoul Hamelech that Dovid was conspiring with the Kohen 
Godol, despite knowing that the Kohen Godol acted in 
innocence by supplying him with food and a sword. The Bais 
din agreed that the Kohen Godol deserved to die for his “act 
of rebellion” but, aware that he was unaware that Dovid was 
hiding from Shoul Hamelech, no one wanted to be the ones 
to kill him. Shoul then instructed Doeg, himself, to kill all the 
Kohanim of the city of Nov and he did.
 
I learned several lessons from this incident:
 
1) People should be careful before making any statements, 
because they may have to follow through with what they said. 
In many cases people speak without considering this. Unless 

they want to be seen as liars, they may have to break up a 
friendship, give up a job, etc. because of a public statement.
 
2) If people don’t follow through, they shouldn’t expect 
anyone to listen to them. Instead, other people will lose 
respect for them. No one likes people who stand on the side 
and delegates to others.
 
3) People should be very careful of what they say. Their 
comments may “take a life of their own”, and they may 
lose “control” of the process. They may have only intended 
a comment to be a joke or to ‘get back” at someone, and 
never intended for the person to lose his/her job because of 
what they said. People should remember that they only 
“own” their words until they say them.
 
Many people will lie. Fewer people will kill an innocent 
person. The instruction that the witnesses have to be the 
ones to kill the guilty person, is to insure that their testimony 
was honest, and deliberate, traits that all people should 
emulate in their lives.

W

לזכות רפואה שלמה מלכה בת רחל

Please go to www.TorahAnytime.com to 
listen to Rabbi Shmuel Gluck, and other 

popular speakers, on TorahAnytime.

To subscribe to the Weekly Email,
please email info@areivim.com and 

enter "Subscribe" into the subject line.

IN THE RIGHT PLACE
Mainstream yeshiva programs are great for mainstream youth. But they’re not 

for everyone. They don’t necessarily have social workers on staff, or teach life 

skills. They tend to let boys and girls tread water as they “find themselves.”

At Areivim, we believe there’s a positive path to success for every boy and 

girl, and we’ve developed time-tested techniques for finding it in each of our 

programs and residences. We work with whole families to prepare young people 

for meaningful, fulfulling lives as adults, spouses and parents.

Call us at 845 371-2760 to learn how Areivim can channel your child’s strengths.

845 371-2760   •  AREIVIM.COM

WE ARE A ONE-STOP ADDRESS FOR
ALL YOUR MARKETING, GRAPHIC DESIGN,
PRINTING & MAILING NEEDS.
We take care of all details from start to  finish - under one roof.

one-stop-shop
W E  A R E  YO U R

TO  M A R K E T I N G  S U C C E S S

Ramapost

382 Route 59 Suite 264

Airmont, NY

10952

845.369.9600  |  info@ramapost.com  |  www.Ramapost.com  |  382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952

Areivim
R’ Shmuel Gluck

(English)

Parshas Shofti  557 | 1

In this week’s parsha, parshas Shoftim, we learn about the 
mitzvah of appointing a king over Yisrael and the three strict 
prohibitions--mitzvos lo sa’aseh--that HKB”H imposed on the 
king (Devarim 17, 14): 

ואמרת  בה,  וישבתה  וירשתה  לך  נותן  אלקיך  ה’  אשר  הארץ  אל  תבוא  “כי 

ה’  יבחר  אשימה עלי מלך ככל הגוים אשר סביבותי, שום תשים עליך מלך אשר 

אלקיך בו... רק לא ירבה לו סוסים ולא ישיב את העם מצרימה למען הרבות סוס, 

וה’ אמר לכם לא תוסיפון לשוב בדרך הזה עוד, ולא ירבה לו נשים ולא יסור לבבו, 

וכסף וזהב לא ירבה לו מאד”.

When you come to the land that Hashem, your G-d, gives 
you, and possess it, and settle in it, and you will say, “I will set 
a king over myself, like all the nations that are around me.” 
You shall surely set over yourself a king whom Hashem, your 
G-d, shall choose. . . Only he shall not have too many horses 
for himself, so that he will not return the people to Egypt in 
order to increase horses, for Hashem has said to you, “You 
shall no longer return on this road again.” And he shall not 
have too many wives, so that his heart not turn astray; and 
he shall not greatly increase silver and gold for himself. 

At first glance, it seems that this passage is irrelevant to us 
at the present time; since we are in galut, and there is no King 
of Yisrael.  In fact, the reality of a king will not apply to us until 
the coming of the Melech HaMashiach, descending from David 
HaMelech, who will reign over Yisrael at the time of the final 
geulah. Notwithstanding, it is evident that even this passage 
contains vital concepts and ideas that are relevant to every Jew 
in every generation that we must learn from. 

Therefore, it is only fitting that we delve into the issues 
addressed in these pesukim and examine the important and 
profound lesson the Torah conveys and which, seemingly, led to 

the downfall of Shlomo HaMelech, the wisest of all men. In the 
words of the Gemara (Sanhedrin 21a): 

“אמר רבי יצחק, מפני מה לא נתגלו טעמי תורה, שהרי שתי מקראות נתגלו טעמן 

נכשל בהן גדול העולם, כתיב לא ירבה לו נשים, אמר שלמה אני ארבה ולא אסור, וכתיב 

)מלכים א יא-ד( ויהי לעת זקנת שלמה נשיו הטו את לבבו, וכתיב לא ירבה לו סוסים, 

ואמר שלמה אני ארבה ולא אשיב, וכתיב )שם י-כט( ותצא מרכבה ממצרים”.

Rabbi Yitzchak discusses the fact that the Torah does not 
reveal the rationale behind the mitzvos. He points out that the 
Torah did reveal the reasons for two specific mitzvos, and one 
of the world’s greatest men failed on both accounts. The Torah 
warns a king not to have too many wives and not to accumulate too 
many horses and provides rationales for these warnings. Shlomo 
HaMelech took many wives, stating confidently that they would 
not lead him astray; yet, Scriptures (Melachim I 11, 4) attests to 
the fact that in his old age, his wives did lead him astray. Similarly, 
he accumulated many horses, declaring that they would not lead 
him back to Mitzrayim; yet, here, too, Scriptures (ibid. 10, 29) 
attest to the fact that he returned to Mitzrayim. 

This statement is also brought down by the Midrash (S.R. 6, 
1) with a pertinent addition: אמר רשב”י נוח לו לשלמה שיהא גורף ביבין“ 

שלא נכתב עליו המקרא הזה” According to Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, 
Shlomo would have preferred to clean gutters—or perform some 
other despicable chore—rather than to have it written about him 
that his wives led him astray.  Why did Rashb”y specifically choose 
the degrading chore of cleaning gutters to make his point?  

Even more surprising, however, is the fact that Shlomo 
HaMelech, the wisest of all men, chose to disregard an explicit 
Torah-prohibition for a king not to take too many wives.  The 
Torah warns that they will inevitably lead him astray; yet, he 
was convinced that he was strong enough to avoid being led 
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Quiet Heroes 
“This is a beautiful Yeshiva building, 
Dovid.” 
“I agree, Betzalel. My sons are privileged 
to learn here. The building was not built 
originally as a Yeshiva.” 
“Really? How did the Yeshiva acquire it?” 
“That is an interesting story. The original 
builders and occupants of the building 
were preparing to sell it and move out. 
At that time, the Yeshiva was housed in 
small overcrowded quarters. A father of a 
student of the Yeshiva saw the situation 
as an opportunity for the Yeshiva to pur-
chase the building. There was one prob-
lem, however.” 
“Not enough money.” 
“Exactly. This concerned parent was un-
daunted. He quickly got to work organiz-
ing meetings to bring to the attention of 
the community the importance of the ac-
quisition of this structure for 
the Yeshiva. It went very 
slowly at first, but gradually 
the idea caught on. People 
began working together to 
raise the necessary funds. 
Slowly but surely, they ap-
proached the required sum. 
Finally, the day came when 
they were able to purchase the 
structure. After some minor renovations, 
the Yeshiva was able to move into the 
new building. The opening day was a 
monumental joyous event for the entire 
community.” 
“That is a true Kiddush Hashem (Sanctifi-
cation of the Holy Name) Dovid.” 
“I agree, Betzalel. The man who began 
the campaign is a real hero. He was just 
an ordinary person, yet he accomplished 
something great. I wonder how people 
achieve such phenomenal success.” 
“It is not as rare as you think, Dovid. 
There are many heroes walking quietly 
amongst us. Their deeds attract no atten-
tion and arouse no fanfare. However, 
they are no less accomplished than the 
man who acquired this building for the 
Yeshiva.” 
“Can you give me an example, Betzalel?” 
“Sure, Dovid. Consider a man who has a 
specific amount of time set aside to learn 
Torah every day. He recognizes the su-
preme importance of Torah, and would 
like to increase his learning time. He re-
thinks his schedule, reorganizes his meet-
ings and appointments, cuts down on his 
traveling time, and comes up with an-
other hour in the day to learn. During 
that hour, he utters approximately 10,000 
words of Torah, each one of which is 
worth 613 mitzvos. He is enriched with 
6.13 million more mitzvos each day! That 
is a genuine bona-fide hero.” 
“Who would ever think...” 
“I will give you another example. Con-

sider a couple that is having marital strife. 
The husband and wife realize that keep-
ing quiet when emotions are high will 
calm the situation and give them the op-
portunity to rationally work out the is-
sues. One day, a conflict begins. They 
exercise great effort and manage to stay 
calm and quiet. The fight ends and the 
issue is subsequently dealt with. This hap-
pens again and again until the major is-
sues are solved. Peace reigns in the house. 
This couple, who learned to control 
themselves, are heroes of great propor-
tions. Future generations will benefit from 
their mighty acts.” 
“You are very astute in your observa-
tions, Betzalel.” 
“I suppose we can metaphorically say 
that building internal buildings is just as 
gallant as building ones of bricks and 
stones. A person’s soul is a magnificent 
spiritual edifice. It takes no less work, 

planning, expense, and self-sacrifice to 
build than a Yeshiva building. One 

who seriously undertakes a project 
like this, perseveres, and achieves 

a measure of success, is a true 
hero.” 
“We have many heroes 
walking among us.” 
“We surely do, and we can 
join their ranks. We just need a 
serious commitment to 

improve our spiritual lives. Opportunities 
to grow will present themselves as plenti-
fully as bricks on a building site. We will 
place each one of them into our spiritual 
edifice. Deed by deed, mitzvah by mitz-
vah, our internal structure will grow bigger 
and stronger. One who astutely perceives 
it will appreciate our quiet heroism.” 
“Betzalel, you have motivated me to be a 
great person!” 
“You are already on your way, Dovid. 
May Hashem grant you great success.” 
“Amen!” 
 
Kinderlach . . . 
People who perform great acts that bene-
fit entire communities are often honored 
for their heroism. However, quiet indi-
viduals who perform mighty acts of over-
coming their Yetzer Hora to grow spiritu-
ally are no less heroic. There are building 
their neshamos (souls) into beautiful spiri-
tual edifices. Kinderlach, seize the oppor-
tunities for greatness in your everyday 
lives. Work on building your neshamos. 
Become genuine heroes. 
 

It’s Very Simple 
“Oy, I wish I was rich. My life would be 
so much easier and less complicated.” 
“I can make you rich in one day – no 
problem.” 
“Really? How?” 
“It is actually very simple. Just bring me a 

copy of tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal. 
We will see which stocks will go up in 
value tomorrow. We will then borrow all 
the money that we can, buy those stocks, 
and watch them go up. Tomorrow we 
will sell them, rake in a huge profit, re-
turn the borrowed money, and be rich.” 
“That is a brilliant plan. There is only one 
problem.” 
“What is it?” 
“They do not publish tomorrow’s Wall 
Street Journal today. Nobody knows the 
future.” 
“Yes, that is a very big problem.” 
“Please allow me to correct myself. There 
is One Who does know the future – 
Hashem. However, He does not share it 
with us. In fact, He commands us to re-
frain from looking into the future. It is a 
verse in this week’s parasha – ‘You shall 
be wholehearted with Hashem, your G-d’ 
(Devarim 18:13). Rashi explains that we 
should not attempt to look into the fu-
ture to find out what The Creator has in 
store for us. Rather, we should be whole-
hearted with Him. Trust Him, and accept 
whatever He does wholeheartedly. If we 
trust Him, then He will be with us.” 
“I see.” 
“The Malbim has an even deeper explana-
tion. The name, ‘Elokecha’ denotes 
Hashem’s hashgacha pratis (individual su-
pervision) upon every Jew. The verse in-
forms us that we shall conduct ourselves 
wholeheartedly with the Almighty, and not 
attempt to find out what He has in store for 
us. Rather we shall accept whatever He 
does, knowing that it is for our own good, 
for He knows better than we do. Then He 
will be close to us, and personally supervise 
the events in our lives. To sum it up, ‘If we 
act wholeheartedly, then Hashem Elokim 
will be with us.’ The Sifrei says it so poeti-
cally, ‘When you are wholehearted, your 
lot is with Hashem, your G-d.’” 
“Do you realize how rich you truly are? 
You are rich in Torah knowledge. You do 
not need tomorrow’s Wall Street Journal. 
You have possessions much more valu-
able than money.” 
“You are right. Hashem has been very kind 
to me. I must be equally kind to Him and 
accept His decrees unconditionally.” 
 
Kinderlach . . . 
What will be in the future? Will you be 
rich or poor? Will you be healthy or 
sickly? Where will you live? Whom will 
you marry? How long will you learn? 
How long will you live? Only Hashem 
knows. If you trust Him and accept every-
thing that He does, knowing that it is 
good for you, then it will truly be good. 
You will see the good, know it, and ap-
preciate it. You will not worry about the 
future because you will know that you are 
safely and securely in the hands of 
Hashem. It is all very simple. Be whole-
some with Hashem. 
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על פי שנים עדים או שלשה עדים יומת המת
By the testimony or two of three witnesses shall the condemned 

person be put to death. (17:6)

 The word shnayim connotes two. Yet, later in this parsha 
(19:15), the Torah uses the word shnei (eidim) to specify two 
witnesses. Why does the text change from one pasuk to the other? 
Horav David Cohen, Shlita, quotes the Gaon, zl, m’Vilna, who 
distinguishes between shnayim and shnei (although both words 
mean “two”). Shnayim refers to two people (or objects) which come 
together or meld together as one unit, while shnei refers to two 
individuals, separate and/or disparate, who just happen to be 
together. In other words, shnayim is a “two” which maintains a 
stronger sense of unity.  

 With the Gaon’s chiddush, novel interpretation, in mind, 
the Rosh Yeshivah cites Rashi (Kesubos 20a, v’nafka minah) who 
writes that with regard to money matters, when two witnesses 
testify, each one achieves half of the judgment. This means that if 
the defendant is found guilty (based upon the testimony of two 
witnesses) of owing one hundred dollars, each witness is obliged 
him to pay fifty dollars. Horav Chaim Soloveitchik, zl, contends that 
this is true only with regard to monetary matters. Concerning 
matters of life and death (capital punishment), however, both 
witnesses together act as one unit to bring about a guilty verdict. 
One without the other is of no value.  

 We now understand the difference between the two terms 
used to express different meanings in our parsha. The beginning of 
the parsha addresses the requirement of the testimony of valid 
witnesses in a case of capital punishment. The Torah uses the word 
shnayim, because – with regard to capital punishment – both 
witnesses are effective only as a unit of two. Each one individually is 
of no consequence. On the other hand, when the Torah addresses 
the laws of monetary claims, it uses the word shnei, since each 
individual witness accomplishes fifty percent of judgment.  

 

תמים תהיה עם ד' אלקיך
You shall be wholehearted with Hashem, Your G-d. (18:13)

 Temimus, simple faith, is not so simple. It takes a special 
person, whose faith in Hashem is unequivocal, to achieve temimus. 
It requires one: to live a life of acquiescence; to ask no questions; to 
believe that everything is for the good; to maintain wholesome 
belief in Hashem that everything that occurs in one’s life is Divinely 
orchestrated. The tamim lives only in the moment. The future is 
completely in the hands of Hashem. Horav Pinchas Koritzer, zl, 
teaches that only two mitzvos or observances are to be carried out 
with Hashem: temimus, wholehearted faith; and tznius, modesty. 
(Hatznea leches im Elokecha, “And to walk humbly with your G-d” 
Michah 6:8). In regard to these two religious/ethical attributes, it is 
easy to deceive our fellow human being (and, by extension, 
ourselves). It is easy to appear to be wholehearted in one’s belief. It 
is easy to put on a show that one is modest. In both cases, the 

individual acts faithfully and modestly, although, behind closed 
doors, it could not be further from the truth.  

 “I want no kavod, honour; no accolades; I lead a simple life; 
everything I do is purely l’shem Shomayim, for the sake of Heaven, 
etc.” We have all heard it, and, at first glance, we might even fall for 
the deceit, until that time that we listen to the person and do not 
give him the kavod that he so passionately relishes and upon which 
he thrives.  

 It is easy to appear wholehearted and to act modestly, but 
only Hashem knows the truth about the person. Therefore, to truly 
be a wholehearted man of faith, to be modest (not just act 
modestly), it must be with Hashem – because He knows who you 
really are. What greater litmus test than interaction with Hashem? 

 A true tamim believes – under all circumstances. In 
Yeshivas Ponevez, there worked a cook who was a Romanian 
immigrant. His name was Reb Zalmen. His life was the yeshivah. Day 
and night, Shabbos and Yom Tov – he never left his “post” in the 
kitchen, the dining room. He stood there and relished with extreme 
satisfaction when the bachurim, students, would line up to get their 
portions. He was serving talmidei chachamim. He was playing a role 
in their spiritual growth. Suddenly, one day, Reb Zalmen did not 
show up for work. This went on for two months, until one day, just 
as suddenly as he had disappeared, he appeared once again, ready 
to return to work.  

 “Reb Zalmen – where have you been? We missed you.” “I 
appreciate your concern,” Reb Zalmen began. “There is a reason why 
I was gone, and there is a reason why I have returned. You know that 
my life revolves around the yeshivah. My domain might be the 
kitchen, but my life is the yeshivah. My wife, Shoshanah, became ill 
and, after undergoing a battery of tests, the doctors said to me, 
‘Zalmen – Shoshanah is gone. Well – not gone yet, but our advice to 
you is not to give treatment, because it will cause her extreme pain 
and will not alter the inevitable. You have to get used to the fact that 
Shoshanah is not long for this world.’  

 “What does one do upon hearing such terrible earth-
shattering news? I went to Rav Shach (reference to Horav Elazar M. 
Shach, zl, Rosh Yeshivas Ponevez). I asked him, ‘Rebbe, I have a 
question on the way Hashem “runs things.”’ The Rosh Yeshivah 
looked at me with sort of a smile on his lips and a twinkle in his eyes. 
Rav Shach is quite aware that I am devoted to my job. I am 
trustworthy; I take no vacation. Indeed, I go nowhere, because my 
first and foremost achrayos, responsibility, is to the yeshivah. We 
prepare the food, so that the bachurim can study Torah. We want 
them to be healthy students of Torah, so we do everything to see to 
it that their meals are tasty, nourishing and satisfying. Now, the 
doctors have informed me that my Shoshanah will soon die. Is this 
right? Where is the koach, power, of Torah? This is the least that the 
yeshivah owes me. I do not care about money. I go nowhere. I only 
need for my wife to be healthy. Is that so much to ask?’ 

 “The Rosh Yeshivah closed his eyes. After a few minutes, it 
seemed to me that he had fallen asleep. So, I said, ‘Fine, I have my 
answer. I need nothing from the yeshivah. I will make it on my own’, 

Sponsored and Printed by: www.ramapost.comלזכות רפואה שלמה מלכה בת רחל

Peninim on the Torah
& Kinder Torah

R’ A.L. Scheinbaum & R’ Simcha Betzalel
(English)

   
 פרשת שופטים 292' גיליון מס

 שישית שנה "חתשע

 לזכות  יוצא זה גליון

 ידידינו החשוב  

  שיראה ברכה והצלחה בכל הענינים
 

 א"שליטרבינושליעורוש
 ח"תשע'ה אב מנחם ג"כ בליל שבת קודש פר' עקב" לדרמן" הכנסת בבית שמסר

 ע"זי יעקב הקהילות בעל מרן הגדול אביו של להסתלקותו שנים ל"ג במלאת

 "ושאול שכור בבית מזוזה בחיוב הראשונים מחלוקת: "בענין
  ומכאן יום' ל עד המזוזה מן פטור ל"בחו בית דהשוכר ')א ד"מ( במנחות דאמרינן אהא בראשונים גדולה מחלוקת יש

 .מדרבנן או מדאורייתא חייב הוא אם. במזוזה חייב והשואל דהשוכר ')ב ה"קל( בחולין מבואר וכן. חייב ואילך
 דשוכר ראשונים וכמה ש"הרא ד"וכ. )א"קל דף( בשבת א"הרשב דעת וכן הראשון בתירוץ )ד"מ דף( במנחות' התוס שיטת

 היינו ,הדר חובת דמזוזה דאמרינן והא. הוא שלו דלאו ביתך זה דאין משום, במזוזה מדאורייתא חייב אינו שואל או בית
 .בה שידור וגם שלו יהיה שהבית גם במזוזה לחייב תנאים שני דבעינן
  דמזוזה מדאורייתא חייב דשוכר )ו"פר' סי יוסף בבית הובא( מנוח רבינו ד"וכ ,השני בתירוץ במנחות' התוס דעת אולם
 מי ביתך מדכתיב היא הדר חובת דמזוזה' ב ב"ק דף מ"בב י"רש דעת נ"וכ, דירה אינו אכתי יום' ל דשע אלא, הדר חובת

 בהגהות כ"כמש ממזוזה ה"פ ם"הרמב דעת נ"וכ )'א' ד דף( בפסחים י"רש פ"וכ, מדאורייתא ומשמע, בה אויוצ שנכנס
 .שם מיימוניות

  מבואר, להפקירן ובידו הואיל ומשני שבת דוחה אינו מזוזה וקביעת ציצית עשיית למה פריך )א"קל דף( שבת' דבגמ וקשה
 דשוכר ל"דס ראשונים להני ע"וצ, יום' מל יותר הרבה רב זמן שם שדר ג"ואע, מזוזה מלעשות יפטר ביתו את יפקיר דאם

  במזוזה חייב שלו אינו שהבית אף שם גם והוא והיות, הדר דחובת משום והיינו דאורייתאמ במזוזה חייבים ושואל
  סברא זו דאין, שכור בבית כמו יום' ל בו לדור דיצטרך לומר ואין, ממזוזה פטור הפקר בבית הדר אמאי כ"וא, מדאורייתא

שמא יחזור בו, וכוונתו כמש"כ   שהפקיר הבית. ועוד דרש"י פי' במנחות דעד ל' יום קודם רב זמן בה דר שכבר כיון כלל
 הכא כלל שייך אל זו סברא כ"וא, קבע דירת ל"הו חזר שלא יום' ל אחר אבל בו ויחזור לו נוחה תהא לא שמא שםתוס' 
 בהגהות לומר שרצה כמו קניא ושכירות דשאלה משום חייב ושכורה שאולה דבית דהטעם לומר ואין, טובא בה דר שכבר

  ינואש מביתך ממעט דלא ו"קל דף מחולין הראשונים הוכחת דהא, פטור קניא דלא הפקר אבל, מתפילין ה"פ מיימוניות
  א"הרשב כ"כמש שאולה טלית , ואכתי למעט הפקר, גם מאי שנא מציצית דפטרינןראשוניםהשלו כמש"כ התוס' ושאר 

 ,קניא ושכירות דשאלה' אמרי אלו א"קל בשבת
 לאישר בארץ דחייב והא לעולם ממזוזה פטור ל"בחו בפונדק הדר' בגמ' אמרי )ד"מ דף( במנחות דהנה י"בעזה ונראה
  כיון אחרת שכירות יום כל דבפונדק משום והיינו, ז"פ שמחות במסכת ה"וכ, שם' בגמ כדאיתא מדרבנן הוא יום' ל לאחר
 .ופטור עראי ל"הו ולהוציאו בו ולזכות לבא אחד כל יכול הפקר בבית גם ז"ולפ, עראי ל"הו לכן יום כל לסלקו שיכול

  
 עלי שי"ח 
 ''קברו על מחילה''

 

  הדברים בתוך. מסוים דבר על להתייעץ, ברק בבני) הקברות בית( החיים בית בהנהלת מהאחראים אחד רבינו אל נכנס אחרונים בימים
 .מעניין מאוד דבר על לו סיפר הוא

  קברו על ומשתטחים, גוונים מהרבה אנשים ל"זצוק שטינמן ל"הגראי הישיבה ראש מרן של קברו אל מגיעים יום מידי כמעט, לדבריו
  מנין להשלים כדי שיבואו שבסביבה מהאנשים ומבקשים אנשים באים רבות פעמים כי לספר הוסיף הוא, בו שפגעו על מחילה ומבקשים

 .שכאלה במעמדות פעמים הרבה היה עצמו הוא וכך, מחילה מבקשים הם ובפניהם, אנשים
  פעמים כמה דיבר שהוא לנוכחים וסיפר בבכי פרץ והאיש, שכזה מחילה במעמד השתתף הוא, אחראי אותו מספר כך - הימים באחד
  והלוואי, למכתו רפואה לו אין חכם תלמיד המבזה כל ל"חז דברי בו נתקיים וכי' ה יד את היטיב מרגיש והוא, ל"זצוק מרן על בכבוד שלא
 .די לצרותיו יאמר ה"והקב

  הקבר על שנמצאים אחרי המנהג כ"שבד והסביר, שלא מרן וענה, נשים למנין לצרף אפשר האם, א"שליט מרן את שאל והמספר
 .קדיש לומר שיוכלו כדי גברים' י צריך לכן, לקדיש להצטרף יוכלו לא ונשים נ"לע קדיש כ"ואח תהילים פרק איזה שאומרים

  צריך אין אבל, מחילה ממנו שמבקשים אותו של, אביו בן המדויק השם את בדיוק לומר צריכים המחילה שבבקשת, עוד רבינו והורה
  בעלמא מציבה לשים מספיק מהדין כי, המציבה על לאדם שיש השמות כל את שרושמים הסיבות אחד שזה ואמר( הכבוד תארי לומר
 ).כראוי בתפילה שמו להזכיר שיוכלו כדי אביו ובן המלא שמו בדיוק שכותבים ומה
  ת רוחנח לנשמה שיש כידוע כי( מחילה לבקש אדם שבא הנאה איזה יש מרומים בגנזי ל"זצוק מרן לנשמת האם ל"הנ שאל עוד

 .למבקש רק היא והתועלת, שלא השיב מרן) הקבר מקום על כשמתפללים
 אדם שבין מעבירות ולהתרחק מרע סור להיות תמיד לזכור כדי, והסליחות הרחמים בחודש, זה מעשה לפרסם נזדמן לחינם לא כי ודומה

 .ושלמים מתוקנים להיות שנזכה ר"ויה, וכידוע הדיבור בחטאי ובפרט לחבירו
ת כ ר ב ת ב ב ם ש ו ל  ש
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המשך בעמוד 3

הקדוש:  האלשיך  לשון  וזו  העולם? 
"הלא ייפלא, מה גדלה המצווה הזאת 

שעליה לבדה נברא העולם?"

תכלית הבריאה
כל  שאכן  הקדוש  האלשיך  ומבאר 
מעשי  למען  אלא  נברא  לא  העולם 
הוא  מהאדם  הנדרש  ועיקר  האדם, 
בחסדיו  ההכרה 
הכרת  כי  יתברך, 
הן  וההודיה  הטוב 
הבריאה!  כל  תכלית 
את  ברא  יתברך  ה' 
בני  בעבור  העולם  כל 
שלא  כדי  רק  האדם 
טובה  כפויי  יהיו 
הוא  כי  יכירו  אלא 
ויראו  הכול,  אדון 
והחסד  הטוב  כל  את 
ִאתם,  שהבורא עושה 

ויחזיקו לו טובה ויהללוהו.

ביטוי  לידי  באה  ביכורים  ובמצוות 
ועוצם  כוחו  שלא  האדם  של  ההכרה 
ידו ולא יִגיעֹו ועָמלוֹ עשו לו את החיל, 
אלא ה' יתברך ברחמיו ששמר על עם 
והוא  הארץ  אל  אותם  והביא  ישראל 
ומצמיח  גשם  ומוריד  רוחות  מביא 
ולכן מביא האדם  יבול הארץ,  כל  את 
נהנה מהשפע  "אינני  ביכורים כאומר: 
אני  אשר  עד  לבורא  השייך  הגדול 
שעשה  חסדיו  על  גדול  בקול  מכריז 
האלשיך  שם  ואומר  לו".  ומודה  אתנו 
ועיקר  גדול  "גדר  זהו  הטוב,  שהכרת 
בו  כי  הדת,  ועיקרי  ענייני  בכל  גדול 
כי  להכיר  אלוקים,  עבודת  כל  תלוי 
וכן  פעלו"  והגוף  יתברך  לו  הנשמה 

אומר: "בזה תלוי קיום כל התורה".

שהיה מצדיקי ודייני עיר הקודש צפת 
ורבינו  יוסף  הבית  מרן  של  דעה  בדור 
האר"י ז"ל, המכונה 'האלשיך הקדוש':
על מה כל הרעש? בשביל רימון ותאנה 
עושים  מדוע  ענבים?!  של  וקופסה 
עסק כה גדול מכמה פירות? ובלשונו: 
פחות  על  הזאת  החרדה  קול  "מה 
מדוע  קשה:  וכן  דינר?"  חצי  משווה 

בכלל לטלטל בן אדם 
במשך  הגולן  מרמת 
ברגל  משבוע  יותר 
בשווי  פירות  בשביל 
שקל?  עשרים  של 
הקדושה:  ובלשונו 
ההיא  החרדה  "כל 
אשר חרד הוא יתברך 
ביכורים  מצות  על 
איש  שיחרד  הזאת 
וילך  ומעירו  מביתו 
ענבים  באשכול  רגלי 

אחד ומן התאנים ומן הרימונים מעט 
מזֵעיר לא כביר..."

ומגדיל האלשיך את התמיהה: כידוע, 
"בראשית  במילים  פותחת  התורה 
את  חז"ל  ודורשים  אלוקים",  ברא 
המילה 'בראשית' שה' ברא את העולם 
הראשית  ומהי  ה'ראשית'.  בשביל 
שלמענה נברא העולם? חכמינו מונים 
'ראשית':  שנקראים  דברים  כמה 
ישראל  עם  ראשית,  נקראת  התורה 
נקראים ראשית, ועוד. ואומר המדרש 
הדברים  שאחד  פ"א(  רבה  )בראשית 
שבזכותם נברא העולם הוא הביכורים 
שגם הם נקראו 'ראשית', כמו שכתוב 
זה  פי  על  אדמתך".  ביכורי  "ראשית 
יש להתבונן: מה כל כך יסודי במצוות 
הביכורים עד שהיא התכלית לבריאת 

במצוות  פותחת  השבוע  פרשת 
הפירות  הם  הביכורים  הביכורים. 
באילן.  לצמוח  שהתחילו  הראשונים 
וכאשר  אותם,  מסמן  המטע  בעל 
לאכילה,  וראויים  בשלים  נעשים  הם 
לבית  אותם  ומעלה  אותם  קוטף  הוא 
לכהן  אותם  מוסר  הוא  ושם  המקדש, 
תוך כדי קריאת סיפור שלם של שבח 
הביכורים  במקרא  הוא.  ברוך  לקדוש 
את  מלווה  ה'  כיצד  היהודי  מפרט 
החל  ילדותו  משחר  עוד  ישראל  עם 
את  להעמיד  יעקב  של  מההתמודדות 
הרשע,  לבן  בבית  הקדושים  השבטים 
מצריים  וביציאת  בשעבוד  וההמשך 
לשבת  זוכה  היהודי  שבו  היום  ועד 
מפריה  ולאכול  ישראל  בארץ  בשלווה 
את  ה'  לפני  ולהביא  מטובה  ולשבוע 

ראשית עמלו.

שהבאת  באריכות  מתואר  במשנה 
גדול:  בעסק  נעשית  הייתה  הביכורים 
מתכנסים  היו  הביכורים  מביאי 
במרכז  וישנים  גדולות  בקבוצות 
העיר; הם היו מצפים קרניים של שור 
וכל  ירושלים  זית; שרי  ובעטרת  בזהב 
וכל  לקראתם  יוצאים  היו  חשוביה 
ומברכים  עומדים  היו  המלאכה  בעלי 
חליל  הנעימו  המעמד  כל  את  אותם; 
נושא את  וכל מיני זמר; כל אחד היה 
הסל בעצמו בין עשיר ובין עני ואפילו 
המלך אגריפס היה נושא את הסל על 
אותם  קיבלו  המקדש  ובבית  כתפו; 

הלוויים בשירה מיוחדת.

על מה כל הרעש?
שואל על כך רבינו משה אלשיך זיע"א, 

מפתח הברכות

בס"ד
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לשון חכמים תיטיב דעת
שם  דבריו  מתוך  המלוקטת  לשונו  וזו 

לענייננו:
להיטיב  חפץ  יתברך  חסדו  זה  "אמנם 
עולמו  להחשיב  מידינו  יבקש  ולא 
שנחזיק  רק  )שלנו(.  לנו  הוא  כאילו 
אדון  הוא  כי  ונכיר  טובה  יתברך  לו 
תמיד.  לנו  והמטיב  הטוב  והוא  הכול 
טעם  )וזה  יתברך...  לו  ונהלל  ונברך 
אינם  כי  יורו  למען  הביכורים(  מצוות 
שלו  הכול  כי  מכירים  רק  טובה  כפויי 
פרי  כל  ראשית  ומביאים  יתברך. 
זה כל מה שיבקש הוא  כי  דרך כבוד, 
הלא  כי  שברא,  מה  כל  על  יתברך 
האדם  בעבור  ברא  אשר  העולם  כל 
טובה  לו  יחזיק  למען  אם  כי  היה  לא 
ובזה  טובה,  כפוי  יהיה  ולא  ויהללנו 
כוונתו  עיקר  התורה...  כל  קיום  תלוי 
טובה  כפוי  ממידת  להרחיקנו  יתברך 
ולהביאנו אל גדר החזיק טובה כראוי, 
בכל  גדול  ועיקר  גדול  גדר  הוא  כי 
כל  תלוי  בו  כי  הדת,  ועיקרי  ענייני 
לו  הנשמה  כי  להכיר  אלוקים  עבודת 
לו  עבדים  וכולנו  פעלו,  והגוף  יתברך 
לנו  מקנה  הוא  זה  ושבשכר  יתברך, 
הארץ למורשה, ואם לאו, הארץ תיעזב 

מהם..."

לראות  בפנים  שם  לעיין  וצריכים 
והמתוקים,  הנפלאים  דבריו  כל  את 
רבים  ודיוקים  שאלות  שואל  שכדרכו 
בפסוקים ומסביר את כל מהלך פרשת 
הביכורים ומתרץ את כל השאלות על 

פי יסוד זה.

ושמחת בכל הטוב
הקדוש,  האלשיך  אומר  ולמעשה, 
להכיר  הנהנין,  ברכות  כל  כוונת  זו 
ילד  שכל  כמו  לה'  שייך  שהכול  בכך 
כוונת  שזו  הוא  לענייננו  והנוגע  יודע. 
הביכורים וזו תכלית הבריאה והיצירה. 
לנו  אין  הרבים  שבעוונות  ובדורנו 
כך  כל  מצווה  שהיא  ביכורים  מצוות 
חשובה ויקרה, נוכל לקיים את תכלית 
בברכות  התחזקות  ידי  על  המצווה 
הנהנין בכוונה ובהודיה לה' על כל פרט 

בחיים.

שאנו  האלשיך  מדברי  מובן  אבל 
מביא  כי  מזה.  יותר  להרבה  נדרשים 

כל  מה  על 
הרעש? בשביל רימון 
וקופסה  ותאנה 
מדוע  ענבים?!  של 
עושים עסק כה גדול 

מכמה פירות? 

Chut Shel Chessed
(Hebrew)

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARSHAS CHAYEI SARA 
 
 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION OR TRAIN TO RESTRAIN 

The Constitution declares that all people of the United States are guaranteed the freedom of 
expression. Does that mean that since we possess this freedom we should impulsively express 
whatever we feel, wherever we are, and whenever we want? The Kotzker Rebbe said Not 
everything that one thinks of he should say, not everything one says he should write, and not 
everything one writes he should print. Just because one finds a published book it does not 
necessarily mean it is true or appropriate worth spending the time and energy reading it.   

The English word expression and its concept do not exist in Lashon Hakodesh. Express means 
fast moving, like an express lane, without pause. In Torah and Mussar the opposite is taught 
and embraced. One must think very well before one talks, emotes, or acts, lest it could be 
damaging to you and to others. Torah Hashkafa is the antithesis of our Cultural Express. We 
are disciplined in self control, and learned not to just blurt words out of our mouths with a 
knee jerk reaction, or “Just to do it” as our culture fosters and prescribes under the banner of 
“do as you please conduct”. 

The passuk in our Parsha saysויבא אברהם לספד לשרה ולבכתה   Avraham came to eulogize Sara 
and to cry for her. The Torah writes the word ולבכתה with a small letter chuff. Why? Rabbi 
Shimshon Rafael Hirsch comments that the word ויבוא connotes coming into a private place. 
Avraham did not emote publicly with grief, but rather with self control he held the sorrow 
and pain in his heart. The small chuff alludes to this fact that it wasn’t expressed mostly on 
the outside but rather withheld inside. 

The great and famous sage Hillel had eighty most distinguished disciples; thirty of them were 
said to be worthy to enjoy the Divine Presence as Moshe Rabbeinu did; another thirty were 
said to be great enough to have stopped the sun in its path as Yehoshua did; the remaining 
twenty were "in the middle" The greatest of all of Hillel's disciples was Yonasan ben Uzziel; 
the smallest among them was Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai, who was familiar with all the 
hidden secrets of the holy Torah. Chazal say on Yonasan Ben Uziel, when he would learn 
Torah, the fire that he emitted from his learning would burn up a bird that flew directly over 
his head. The Kotzker  Rebbe asked if this is what occurred to Hillel’s talmid while he learned, 
what happened to the Rebbe himself in the same scenario?  The Kotzker answered “Nothing 
would happen”. For the greater the person the more self control he possesses.  

 

Rav Brazil
(English)
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עזרה לחגי תשרי

יד  הושטת  מחייבים  המתקרבים  תשרי  חגי 
עוזרת למשפחות הנזקקות. בתי חב"ד ברחבי 
להענקת  מיוחדת  בהיערכות  פותחים  הארץ 
סיוע וחלוקת מצרכי מזון למשפחות האלה. 
חשוב להקדים ולתרום בעין יפה, כדי לאפשר 
לספק לכל משפחה את צורכי החג הדרושים.

סדנת שופרות
לקראת פתיחת שנת הלימודים הכינו צעירי 
מיוחדת  תכנית  התלמידים  בעבור  חב"ד 
שופרות.  סדנת  שבמרכזה  אלול,  לחודש 
ייצור  תהליך  את  חווים  הילדים  בסדנה 
איל  קרן  כיצד  עיניהם  במו  ורואים  השופר, 
מצוות  את  מקיימים  שבו  לשופר,  נהפכת 
לילדים  מנחילה  גם  הסדנה  שופר.  תקיעת 
אלול,  חודש  של  ומשמעויותיו  תכניו  את 
חודש ההכנה לימים הנוראים. את הסדנאות 

מפעילים בתי חב"ד ברחבי הארץ.

מסע 'התקשרות'
מסע  עוד  מקיימת  התקשרות  עמותת 
באוקראינה.  החסידות  מייסדי  ציוני  אל 
מלאים  ימים  ארבעה  מבטיחים  המארגנים 
ואירוח  והתוועדויות,  שיעורים  בתפילה, 
קרומבי  ברלה  הרב  בהדרכת  גבוהה,  ברמה 
זמיר.  דניאל  הסקסופון  אמן  ובליווי 
ט"ז־י"ט  שני־חמישי  בימים  יהיה  המסע 
בטל'  והרשמה  פרטים  )27־30.8(.  באלול 

9302030־03.

יש חדש פגישה עם המלך בבגדי החולין
בימים האלה בורא העולם בא לקראתנו ופוגש אותנו כפי שאנחנו. גם 
אם נשמותינו מכוסות אבק מטרדות היום־יום. גם אם איננו מושלמים

לחודש ה נכנסנו  שבוע 
התשו חודש  ־אלול, 

בה והרחמים. תקיעת 
מבית  בוקעת  כבר  השופר 
הכנסת ומזכירה כי עוד שנה 
בעוד  וכי  לסיומה,  מתקרבת 
שבועות מספר נתייצב לפני 
בימים  המלכים  מלכי  מלך 

הנוראים.

ימי אלול הם זמן של חשבון 
חרטה  עצמית,  בדיקה  נפש, 
היו  לא  שאולי  דברים  על 
החלטות  קבלת  כתיקנם, 
מטבע  לעתיד.  טובות 
בעניינים  העיסוק  הדברים, 

האלה משרה עלינו רצינות וכובד ראש, ועל זה 
נוספת אימת ימי הדין המתקרבים.

באור  אלול  חודש  את  מאירה  החסידות  ואולם 
חדש. אלה ימים של אהבה גדולה ושל התקרבות 
עצומה מצד בורא העולם אלינו. ביטוי לכך ניתן 
שניאור־ רבי  של  בשדה',  'המלך  הידוע  במשל 

בספרו  חב"ד(,  חסידות  )מייסד  מלאדי  זלמן 
'ליקוטי תורה'. 

המלך מאיר פנים
אל  שיוצא  למלך  זה  חודש  בימי  נמשל  הקב"ה 
השדה ומניח לכל החפץ בכך לגשת אליו ולהביע 
לפניו את כל משאלותיו. בימים כתיקונם קשה 
להיות  עליו  המלך.  אל  להגיע  הפשוט  לאזרח 
בעל סגולות מיוחדות כדי שהמלך ייאות להיפגש 
עמו. ואולם יש זמנים שבהם המלך יוצא אל העם, 
אל השדה הפתוח. שם אין הוא מוקף סוללה של 
דבר  אין  שם  לשכה.  ומנהלי  פקידים  מזכירים, 
החוצץ בינו ובין האזרח הקטן. כל הרוצה יכול 

לגשת אליו ולשטוח את בקשותיו.

במשל הזה יש עוד פרט חשוב — כל ימות השנה 
גם אם ניתנת לאדם הזדמנות לפגוש את המלך, 
הוא נדרש להתלבש בבגדים המתאימים וללמוד 
המלכות.  בארמון  הנהוגים  הנימוס  כללי  את 
לעומת זה, כאשר המלך יוצא לשדה, הוא פוגש 
את בני העם כפי שהם — בבגדי עבודה, מאובקים 

ומיוזעים, מחוספסים ועממיים.

בא  העולם  בורא  בימים האלה  אלול.  חודש  זה 
לקראתנו ופוגש אותנו כפי שאנחנו. גם אם אין 
לנו 'בגדים' מתאימים )תורה ומעשים טובים(. גם 
היום־יום.  מטרדות  אבק  מכוסות  נשמותינו  אם 

גם אם איננו מושלמים ומלאים מגרעות.

ורבי שניאור־זלמן מוסיף שהמלך מקבל את כל 
פנים שוחקות  ומראה  יפות  פנים  הבאים בסבר 
לכולם. לא דיי שהוא מקשיב לבקשות בני העם, 
הוא גם ממלא אותן מתוך שמחה ומאור פנים. 
מידות  שלוש־עשרה  את  עלינו  מאיר  הבורא 

הרחמים, ולכן אלה ימי אהבה יקרים מפז.

הלב מרגיש
היא  הבורא  מצד  זו  עצומה  להתגלות  הביטוי 
ההתעוררות האופפת אותנו בימי אלול. נשמתנו 
חשה את ה'מלך' הנמצא ב'שדה'. בלב כל יהודי, 
יהיה מי שיהיה ויהיו מעשיו אשר יהיו, מורגשת 
הוא  תמיד  לא  אלול.  בימי  מסוימת  התעוררות 
מּודע למשמעותה; לא תמיד הוא יודע להפנותה 
שצריך  מרגיש  הוא  אבל  הנכונים.  לכיוונים 
להשתנות, להשתפר; הוא חש כמיהה לדבר מה 

רוחני, עליון.

אל  לצאת   — לעשות  שעלינו  אחד  דבר  רק  יש 
המלך, לפנות אליו, לפתוח את הלב. וכשנעשה 
כן ודאי נזכה לכתיבה וחתימה טובה לשנה טובה 

ומתוקה.

זמני השבוע

צעירי אגודת חב"ד 
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מאת מנחם כהן 

גבריאל  שנה.  ושתיים  עשרים  לפני  קרה  זה 
שבדרום,  שפירא  מרכז  תושב  גלאם,  )גבי( 
אימו,  קיבל את ההודעה המעציבה על פטירת 
השבעה.  לימי  מתארגנים  איך  להבין  וניסה 
מהיכן מביאים כיסאות נמוכים ליושבים שבעה 
וכיסאות למנחמים, איך מקימים אוהל אבלים, 

ומניין ישיג סידורים וספרי תהילים? 

מצא  ההלוויה  סידורי  והכנת  הכאב  כל  בתוך 
תשובות  ומקבל  לחברים,  מטלפן  עצמו  את 
שהנקודה  לו  התברר  למשל  כך  מתסכלות. 
הקרובה ביותר אליו להשגת כיסאות ושולחנות 
יום  להקים  ההחלטה  גמלה  בליבו  ביבנה.  היא 
מהם  ויחסוך  לאבלים  מענה  שייתן  גמ"ח  אחד 

לפחות טירדה זו. 

רגישות מול המשפחות
ישתחרר   )61( גבריאל  שנים.  שבע  יחלפו 
את  ליישם  יחליט  ואז  בצה"ל,  קבע  משירות 
קנה  שלו  המעשר  בכספי  שקיבל.  ההחלטה 
על  לחבריו  והודיע  ניידים,  ושולחנות  כיסאות 
על  השמועה  אבלים.  למשפחות  גמ"ח  הקמת 
גבר.  והביקוש  לאוזן  מפה  עברה  גלאם'  'גמ"ח 
הוא  נוכחתי עד כמה  הגמ"ח  "מייד עם הקמת 
חיובי", משחזר גבריאל. "אני לא שואל שאלות, 
כדי  לבוא  לאן  לפונים  מסביר  אני  כול  וקודם 
אני  אבל  תקופת  שעבר  כמי  הציוד.  את  לקבל 

מּודע לרגישות מול בני המשפחות". 

"זרם  במהירות.  תאוצה  לצבור  החל  המיזם 
של  כמויות  מהר  לקנות  אותי  הביא  הבקשות 
ציוד", הוא מספר. "לצד עוד כיסאות ושולחנות 
לחורף,  חימום  עמודי  אוהלים,  מזרנים,  קניתי 
פלטות חימום, מקררים, מקפיאים ועוד, וכמובן 
בבני  נעזר  הוא  תהילים".  וספרי  סידורים 
משפחה וחברים שתרמו מכספם לקניית הציוד. 

מ'שבעה' לאירועי שמחה
גדול  במחסן  המאופסן  הגמ"ח,  של  הציוד 
מבאר־שבע  ושוב  הלוך  נוסע  שפירא,  במרכז 
מעט  לא  במחסן  מבלה  גבריאל  חדרה.  ועד 
מסדר יומו. "הציוד דורש תחזוקה קבועה", הוא 
ומַתחזק את  בציוד שנשבר  "אני מטפל  מספר. 
קרוב  ברשותו  יש  כיום  שמתבלים".  הפריטים 
לאלפיים כיסאות, ורוב הזמן הם נמצאים בבתי 

אבלים, וכך האוהלים.

"חלק מהציוד שלנו משמש גם לאירועי הכנסת 
ספר תורה, וכך אנחנו מלווים את המשפחות גם 
באירועי שמחה", הוא אומר. הוא מגלה שבימי 
לציבור  וציוד  מזרנים  סיפק  קטיף  גוש  גירוש 

שבא לחזק את התושבים. 

"שכר? בעולם הבא"
בכולל  לומד  גבי  פעילות.  שעות  אין  לגמ"ח 
זמין.  תמיד  שלו  הטלפון  אבל  הבוקר,  בשעות 

בלילה  באחת־עשרה  נפטר  אדם  "לפעמים 
וממהרים לקיים את ההלוויה. אני מקבל שיחת 
למשפחה,  ציוד  להעביר  נערך  ומייד  טלפון 

לקראת יום השבעה שמתחיל למחרת".

הגמ"ח:  בפיתוח  ממוקדות  גבי  של  שאיפותיו 
עוד  לקנות  שאיפה  לי  הייתה  האחרונה  "בעת 
השם  וברוך  שולחנות,  וארבעים  כיסאות  אלף 
הדבר בוצע. יש משפחות מעוטות יכולת שאין 
אני  הציוד.  את  ולקחת  לבוא  האפשרות  להן 
אליהן.  הציוד  את  שיסיע  לנהג  מכספי  משלם 
אני לא מצפה לתודה ולא לשכר. זה מיזם לשם 

שמים. שכר יש בעולם הבא". 

כתובת של חסד בשעה הקשה

חסד של אמת. גבריאל גלאם במחסן

עקירת עץ פרי
פרי  עץ  בעקירת  איסור  יש  האם  שאלה: 
שהזקין, אם הכוונה היא לנטוע במקומו עץ 

פרי צעיר?

"לא  כ,יט(:  )דברים  בתורה  נאמר  תשובה: 
תשחית את עצה". זו מצוות לא־תעשה, האוסרת 
בדרך השחתה. אבל מותר  אילן מאכל  לקצוץ 
המזיק  מאכל  אילן  כגון  תיקון,  לצורך  לעוקרו 
מקומו  אם  או  ממנו,  טובים  אחרים,  לאילנות 

נחוץ לשימושים אחרים. 

שאינם  פירות,  מעט  מניב  העץ  אם  כמו־כן 
והטירחה  החזקתו  הוצאות  את  מצדיקים 
הדבר  אם  ובפרט  לעוקרו,  מותר   — בטיפוחו 

נעשה כדי לנטוע עץ צעיר במקומו.

אם אין מדובר בחקלאי המגדל מטע לפרנסתו, 
אלא באדם רגיל המגדל עצי פרי בגינתו, רצוי 

להקנות את העץ לגוי )כגון בקניין כסף( ושהגוי 
יקצוץ אותו.

עצי  נבטים של  שאלה: האם מותר לעקור 
פרי שצמחו בחצר מאליהם?

תשובה: אין הבדל אם העץ ניטע בידי אדם או 
מעצמם,  שהשתרשו  מענף  או  מגרעין  שצמח 
נבט  ואם שלא לרצונו. כל  אם ברצון הבעלים 
כזה יש לו דין של אילן מאכל לכל דבר, וגם אם 
הוא עדיין רך וטרם הניב פרי — אסור לעוקרו 

אלא בתנאים האמורים.

מ"י,  פ"ד  שביעית  בפיה"מ  רמב"ם  צא,ב.  ב"ק  מקורות: 
הרב  )מהדורת  חסידים  ספר  ה"ח.  פ"ו  מלכים  ובהל' 
מרגליות(, צוואת ר' יהודה החסיד אות מה. שו"ע אדה"ז 
)במהדורה  ואילך  סי"ד  ונפש  גוף  שמירת  הל'  חו"מ 
ל־לא.  עמ'  ח"ד  מנחם  שלחן  קמו(.  עמ'  ח"ו  החדשה 

שמירת הגוף והנפש סי' רנ ס"ה־ט, וש"נ.
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חיים יהודיים

מאת הרב יוסף גינזבורג, רב אזורי, עומר פינת ההלכה

שנה טובה עם...

סדרו לעצמכם
שנה דבש!

"
בדיקת תפילין ומזוזות

מעת  לבדיקה  זקוקות  ומזוזות  תפילין 
לעת. גם אם הן היו כשרות למהדרין בעת 

קנייתן, הן עלולות להיפגע במרוצת הזמן.

מושפע  והוא  אורגני,  חומר  הוא  הקלף 
הסת"ם  אותיות  ולחות.  קור  חום,  מתנאי 
עלולות להיסדק או להימחק, והדבר פוסל 

את התפילין והמזוזות.

והמזוזות בימי  נהוג לבדוק את התפילין 
חודש אלול, כהכנה לשנה החדשה.

מושג ברגע

 למחלקת המֹודעֹות )בלבד( של 'שיחת השבוע':
m3166532@gmail.com : טל' 3166532־053, דוא"ל

מצאת בור 
נפט?!

למה לבזבז כספים על
ביטוחים כפולים?

בודקים עכשיו את תיק הביטוח
למניעת כפל ביטוחים וחוסכים תשלומים מיותרים!

ת!
ללא עלו

ת! ו ב י י ח ת ה א 

ל
בדיקה חינם!ל

077-444-7777
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Sichat Hashavua
(Hebrew)

קונטרס שבועי לאנ"ש חסידי חב"ד לחיזוק ההתקשרות
לכ"ק אדמו"ר רבי מנחם מענדל בהרה"ק רלו"י מליובאוויטש

זצוקללה"ה נבג"מ זי"ע

ב"ה • ערב שבת־קודש פרשת נצבים • כ"ז באלול התשע"ח

א'רנט

שיחות • אגרות • פניני חסידות לפרשת־השבוע
 • הלכות, מנהגים וטעמיהם • ניצוצות • זמנים

כאשר הרבי שולח שלוחים ודורש להתמסר לעבודה של הפצת היהדות, 
צריכים  הן אמת שבודאי  ישנם החושבים:   - וכו'  תורת החסידות  הפצת 

לקיים את השליחות, אבל אעפ"כ, מהי המהירות?
אפשר לעשות זאת ברגע שלאח"ז...

יהודים  אותם  של  תורה"  גופי  "רוב  של  שהקיום  לדעת  צריכים  ובכן, 
הנמצאים בהמקום שאליו נשלח, תלוי בהשליחות שלו!

...כוונת השליחות ששולח הרבי היא - בשביל הזולת, כדי להציל את אותם 
נשמות של בני ישראל שנמצאים במקום שליחותו, ולכן, אי אפשר לדחות 
את קיום השליחות, שהרי ברגע זה עלול יהודי לפרש  את ענין האמונה וכו' 

באופן הפכי, ושוב לא תהי' אפשרות ח"ו להציל אותו!
(משיחת ש"פ קדושים תשכ"ה - תורת מנחם כרך מג עמ' 278)

לזכות
אנשי החסד הדגולים

הרה"ח ר' אברהם משה דייטש והרה"ח ר' גבריאל גופין שיחיו
ולע"נ האחים הרה"ח ר' זלמן יודא ור' יוסף יצחק,

בני הרה"ח ר' שלום ישעי' ע"ה דייטש

אי אפשר לדחות את השליחות!
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‘From supervision to deed’ - 'מהשגחה למעשה'  
Moreinu HaRav shlit”a relates: Before beginning the study of 
the section of hashgacha pratis in the sefer ‘Shomer Emunim’, 
they invited me to speak to the young men of Toldos Aharon 
as a preparation to study. 
The day after the sichah I sat and learned at the set shiur with 
my grandchildren. At the end of the shiur we were told that a 
family member was in the hospital and the condition was 
serious. We immediately arranged to say Tehillim for his 
recovery, but we realized that we were only nine men and if 
we had one more man, we would have a minyan. I asked one 
of my grandsons to go down and see if someone was passing 
by who would be able to join us to say Tehillim since saying 
Tehillim with ten is incomparable to saying it without a 
minyan.  
In the street beneath the house, my grandson saw a 
chasidishe man walking quickly. My grandson turned to him 
and said: “Grandfather needs a tenth to say Tehillim, perhaps 
you can join us for a few minutes?’ 
He replied that he was in a big hurry, but if this would take 
just for a few minutes he would do this chesed, and so he 
came upstairs and joined us to say Tehillim. After a few 
minutes, we ended and I turned to him to bless him. He then 
said that he was on the way to Me’ah Shearim to immerse in a 
mikvah as a segulah that his wife should have an easy delivery 
as she is in the hospital. I immediately suggested that he use 
my mikvah instead of running to Me’ah Shearim. 
The man was very touched and he said that he thought that 
he was doing a chesed when he came up for a few minutes 
and now he sees that he is getting more than he gave and he 
was saving precious time. 
After immersing he said that yesterday he had attended the 
sichah that I gave on hashgacha pratis and he wondered to 
himself if perhaps these stories of hashgacha were only a 
special segulah and they did not really happen to everybody… 
and now he sees that everyone is surrounded by unlimited 
hashgachos, one just has to stop and consider and give thanks 
to Hashem!!! 

Moreinu HaRav shlit”a 
 

Righteous Judgment – משפט צדק 
When we read in the Torah the directive to the judges 
 and they shall judge‘ – 'ושפטו את העם משפט צדק' (16:18)
the people with righteous judgment’, usually, we say to 
ourselves, ‘This posuk does not apply to me so much, I am 
not a judge and I am not involved in judgment’. But the 
truth of the matter is, this is not so. Each one of us is a 
judge. How is this possible?? 
A young man related that during vacation, he traveled 
with his family to Europe to visit the graves of Tzaddikim. 
He spent Shabbos in a place where many Jews were close 
the grave of one of the great Tzaddikim. He relates that on 
Shabbos he saw a young man who he recognized from his 
community, and he noticed that the young man was not 
wearing Shabbos clothes in the custom of their 
congregation. In his heart he resented the young man, 
‘Couldn’t he have taken Shabbos clothes with him even 
when he was in a foreign country?’ Of course, he did not 
say anything to him. The next day he again met the young 
man and they began a conversation. During the course of 
their conversation the young man told him that his whole 
family’s suitcases did not arrive with them on the flight 
and so, the whole family did not have their nice clothing! 
‘Just then I was filled with immense shame, how I didn’t 
even try to judge him favorably!’ 
This is what we were referring to. In truth, no one 
appointed me to be a judge, but the reality is that all day 
long we judge people right and left, right and wrong. 
Rashi explains the first posuk of our parsha ‘This teaches 
us that we establish judges for each and every tribe 
separately and in each and every city.’ Although, based on 
the size of the city no more than one judge is needed, still, 
since people descend from several tribes, they must 
establish judges from every tribe in the city. The reason 
for this is: In order to judge another person, the judge 
must be aware of the mental state of the one being 
judged. Similarly, Chazal have stated (Avos 2:5) ‘Do not 
judge your fellow until you have reached his place’, and 
this is what Chazal are telling us, that we are all judges, 
and just as we want HaKadosh Baruch Hu to judge us 
favorably on this fast approaching Yom HaDin [Judgment 
Day], so too it is incumbent on us to judge everyone 
favorably. 

- Tiv HaToarh - Shoftim 
 

420.324 

Shoftim 
5778 
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דברי חיזוק והתעוררות

דברי חיזוק והתעוררות
בעניני שובבי"ם ועוד

שנשא הגאון הצדיק מורינו רבי גמליאל הכהן רבינוביץ שליט"א
לפני בחורי חמד

דברי התעוררות לתשעת הימים

תשעת הימים זה זמן שצריך להתעורר בתשובה, ויש לי 
עברו  שנים  כמה  ושנה  שנה  בכל  כתוב  שבו  לוח  כאן 
מחורבן הבית, והשנה הוא 1,950 שנה! וכבר אמרו חז"ל 
(ירושלמי יומא פ"א ה"א) כל דור שלא נבנה בית המקדש 
בימיו כאילו נחרב בימיו, וצריך מאד מאד להתעורר מזה, 
ולהרגיש שזה כאילו ממש נחרב השנה! גם בשבת קודש 
קוראים הפטרות ובהם דברים חריפים וקשים, יש דברים 

של אבילות שנוהגים גם בשבת.

והאזיני  שמים  "שמעו  כתוב:  ב-ג)  א  (ישעיה  בהפטרה 
ארץ כי ה' דבר, בנים גדלתי ורוממתי והם פשעו בי. ידע 
לא  עמי  ידע  לא  ישראל  בעליו,  אבוס  וחמור  קנהו  שור 
אומר  היה  הישיבה  ראש  אם  לעצמינו  ונדמיין  התבונן". 
לאחד מן התלמידים שהוא 'חמור', הלא היינו מזדעזעים, 
וכאן הנביא שכל דבריו אמת בתכלית, אומר שבני ישראל 
יותר  והם  להכעיס,  שעשו  היא  שהכוונה  בי"  "פשעו 
גרועים מן החמור... ומוסר זה אנו קוראים בשבת עצמה, 
וחייבים אנו להתבונן בזה, וכדברי הפסוק "שמעו שמים 
והאזיני ארץ", ואם לא מתבוננים, גם אדם שמתפלל כל 
יום, ולומד תורה ועושה מצוות, אם אינו מתבונן, הרי גרוע 
המקדש  לבית  היום  מצפה  שהוא  מי  החמור.  מן  הוא 
ולקרבנות? הגה"צ רבי זונדל קרויזר זצ"ל אמר לי, שלא 

הפסיד מימיו ואפילו פעם אחת מלומר קרבנות.

ואין מגהצים,  ואין מכבסים  רוחצים  אין  הימים  בתשעת 
וכל זה בשביל מה? בשביל שנזכור ונרגיש את האבילות! 
הוי  שום  היה  לא  לשו"ע  זה?  על  חושב  מישהו  האם 
אמינא להחליף בגדים בתשעת הימים, האם ל"ע על אב 

מיני  כל  מוצאים  וכיו"ב?!  בגדים  מחליפים  שנפטר 
היתרים. ומיד לאחר ט' באב יוצאים לחופש, כאילו שלפני 
רגע לא היה ט' באב, זה איום ונורא, איך אפשר להסתובב 
בכל המקומות כאשר האדם יודע שאין לאבא שלו בית 
עד  תשובה  ועושה  בוכה  האדם  באלול  ורק  בו.  לשכון 
מוצאי יוה"כ... וחוזר להרגלו! ומה עם שאר ימות השנה, 
יעקב  רבי  היעב"ץ  גרמא?!  שהזמן  עשה  מצות  זו  וכי 
שלא  זה  חטא  אלא  לנו  היה  לא  שאם  אמר,  עמדין 

התאבלנו על המקדש, היה די בזה שלא נצא מן הגלות.

נעליהם  חולצים  המלמדים  היו  ילדים  היינו  כשאנחנו 
ואומרים עם הילדים 'תיקון חצות', בזוה"ק איתא שבבין 
ביום.  גם  לומר  יש  בלילה,  חצות  תיקון  מלבד  המצרים, 
הבעל התניא פסק ששתי שעות קודם חצות כבר אפשר 
ר'  הגה"צ  של  נינו  שהוא  נכד  לי  יש  חצות.  תיקון  לומר 
זונדל קרויזר זצ"ל, וסיפר שבכל יום ויום הוא עושה תיקון 
חצות, וגם בשנותיו האחרונות שמאד היה קשה לו, היה 

יושב על כסא קטן ואומר תיקון חצות.

בברכת המזון נוהגים לכסות את הסכין (שו"ע או"ח סי' קפ 
רבינו  בשם  טעם  יא)  (ס"ק  ברורה  המשנה  והביא  ס"ה), 
שמחה, לפי שפעם אחד הגיע אחד לברכת בונה ירושלים 
לסלקו  נהגו  וע"כ  בבטנו,  סכין  ותקע  הבית  חורבן  ונזכר 
בשעת ברכה. מזה יש ללמוד איך פעם שכשהיו מברכים 
יכולים  ברכת המזון היו חושבים על חורבן הבית, ולאן היו 

להגיע, ואיפה אנחנו היום? היום אנו לא חושבים כלום.

יראה  משה'  'זכרון  הכנסת  לבית  שיבא  אדם  יום,  בכל 
אביו  על  בצער  ומספר  אדם  נעמד  התפילה  שלאחר 
ואין לו פת  ילדיו  החולה, או על אביו שעומד לחתן את 

והוא מבקש את עזרת הקהל. כל אדם  וכו',  וכו'  לאכול 
עיסוקיו  את  להפסיק  צריך  בצרה,  אביו  שכאשר  מבין 
ללא  נשאר  לו. אבינו שבשמים  לעזור  זמנו  ולפנות את 
בית, יש לו רק כותל אחד! האם מישהו דואג לו? מישהו 
חושב בכלל?! אני חושב שיש לתלות שלט גדול על אבני 
על  כביכול  טענות  לו  שיש  שמי  כתוב  יהיה  ובו  הכותל, 
הקב"ה שיבא לכאן ויתבונן שאינו חש על כבוד השכינה 
צרת  על  רק  ודואג  וחושב  בית,  לה  ואין  בגלות  שהיא 

עצמו.

נגר  שהיה  פעם,  של  פשוט  יהודי  שהיה  זיידע,  לי  היה 
(carpenter), ואמר כאשר יבא המשיח אני יקדיש כשנה 
אחת בשביל לבנות בחנם. האם גם אנחנו חושבים ליתן 
ולא  יבא  שמשיח  לנו,  שיתנו  רוצים  רק  אנחנו  משהו? 
תשלומי  כגון  למדינה  חובתינו  את  לשלם  נצטרך 
'כי  אומרים  אנו  בתפילה   ...(mortgage) 'משכנתא' 
בעבור  היא  כשכוונתינו   – היום'  כל  קוינו  לישועתך 
השכינה שהיא בגלות, ואין אנו אומרים 'לישועתינו' שהיא 
אנו  שגרועים  ואומר  הנביא  צווח  ולכן  עצמינו,  לתועלת 

מחמורים.

החפץ חיים אמר עה"פ (מלאכי ג א) "פתאום יבא", צריך 
להתכונן ולהכין את עצמינו קודם שיבא המשיח פתאום. 
חז"ל אומרים (תענית ל:) כל מי שאינו מתאבל על בית 
המקדש לא יזכה לראות בשמחתה, והעיר 'ביתר' נחרבה 

משום זה.

על  יושב  כשהוא  רבו  את  אחד  חסיד  ראה  אחת  פעם 
הרצפה ובוכה, שאלו מה קרה? השיב לו רבו שהוא רוצה 
ושאלו  רבו  והוסיף  המקדש.  לבית  לירושלים  לבא 
לו  השיב  לירושלים.  לבא  אינך חפץ  וכי אתה  בתמיהה, 
החסיד שהוא צריך לשאול את אשתו על כך, והלך ושאל 
את אשתו, ואמרה שיש לנו בית גדול ולא חסר לנו כלום! 
כל  ויבנה המקדש  יבא  ידי שמשיח  רבו, שעל  לו  השיב 
הגויים יסתלקו מכאן. חזר לאשתו ואמר לה זאת, אמרה 
כאן....  נשאר  ואנו  לירושלים  יבואו  שהגויים  לה  שעדיף 

רבותי !!! אנו נמצאים כמעט במצב כזה!

כתוב (ירמיה ל יז) "קראו לך ציון היא דרש אין לה", ואמרו 
(ר"ה ל.) מכלל דבעיא דרישה. באים לכותל ומתפללים 
כל אחד על הצרה שלו, האם מישהו מתפלל גם על צער 
השכינה והגלות? צריך לומר את ה'קינות' בכוונה ראויה, 
זה  ימים...  שבוע  לקחת  צריך  זה  ולהתבונן,  להבין 

מהראשונים.

בו כמה  ולמדו  בירושלים  כשנפתח הבית ספר הראשון 

שעות לימודי חול, ועמד בראשו יהודי חרדי, יצא הגה"ק 
במלחמת  ירושלים,  של  רבה  זוננפעלד  חיים  יוסף  רבי 
והרי  מדוע,  המנהל  אותו  ושאל  כנגדו.  ממש  חרמה 
לומדים שם לימודי קודש וכו', אמר להם, אני שולח ילד 
לחיידר כמו מאה שערים ועץ חיים ששם מחנכים מה זה 
חורבן הבית ושצריך לומר 'תיקון חצות', אבל בבית ספר 
הזה, הילדים לא יגיעו לדברים אלו. יש כיום חיידר שלנו 
בעיר 'בית שמש' שבימי בין המצרים, אומרים עם הילדים 
בכל יום 'תיקון חצות'. אבל הציבור הכללי כבר איבד את 

הרגש, וזה נורא ואיום.

סיפר הר"ר מנחם פרוש ז"ל, שפעם בהיותו בן י"א שנה, 
ישן אצל סבא שלו, והנה באמצע הלילה הוא רואה אותו 
יושב על הארץ ונר דולק בידו ובוכה, שאל ר' מנחם את 
סבו מה קרה? אמר לו בקול חזק 'אתה לא יודע שבית 
המקדש נשרף'? מיד יצא ר' מנחם מחוץ לבית ועלה על 
סולם גבוה הפונה לכיוון הכותל המערבי לראות אם הר 

הבית עולה בלהבות אש....

וכולם  לחופה,  מתחת  כוס  שוברים  הנישואין  בשמחת 
נותנים אפר מקלה על ראש החתן,  'מזל טוב',  אומרים 
אומרים על 'נהרות בבל', וכל זה כדי להעלות את חורבן 

ירושלים בעת שמחה, וצריך להתבונן בזה.

תשעה באב זה זמן של תשובה מאהבה, ביוה"כ זה זמן 
של תשובה מיראה, כי הוא רוצה שנה טובה, ולכן עושה 
תשובה, וזה בבחינת שלא לשמה. אבל עכשיו זה זמן של 
למדרגות  זה  ידי  על  לבא  ואפשר  מאהבה,  תשובה 

גבוהות מאד.

דברי חיזוק לתפילה

עוד כתוב בהפטרה (שם פסוק י): "שמעו דבר ה' קציני 
אומר  הוא  וכן  עמורה",  עם  אלקינו  תורת  האזינו  סדום 
(פסוק יב) "מי בקש זאת מידכם רמס חצרי", וכיום 'חצרי' 
היינו בתי כנסיות. הקב"ה אינו רוצה שנבא לבתי כנסיות! 

דברים נוראים מאד, והמתבונן בזה חיל ורעדה יאחזו.

הרמב"ן כותב, שעיקר בריאת העולם הוא כדי שיהיו בו 
בתי כנסיות להודות להקב"ה, ולמעשה אנו באים לבית 
בדיעבד,  ועושים הכל  חובה,  ידי  כדי לצאת  רק  הכנסת 
מקשיבים  אין  במנין,  בקושי  התפילה,  את  מאחרים 
כתינוק  בורחים  כבר  התפילה  ובסוף  הש"ץ,  לחזרת 
הבורח מבית הספר, ועל זה אומר הקב"ה "מי בקש זאת 
את  הקרבנות,  כנגד  הם  התפילות  חצרי".  רמס  מידכם 

מהקב"ה  לבקש  יכול  אדם  ואיך  לאשי,  לחמי  קרבני 
פרנסה, בזמן שלקב"ה בעצמו אין מה לאכול, אין לו את 
הקרבנות שהם 'לחמי לאשי'. בשו"ע כתוב שאדם צריך 
להיפך,  שעושים  יש  והיום  קדיש,  לשמוע  כדי  לרוץ 
כשמגיע זמן אמירת קדיש רצים לצאת מבית הכנסת... 
אם היה בידי הייתי סוגר את בתי כנסיות, עושים ליצנות 
קריה  לזונה  היתה  איכה  רח"ל,  ה'  חילול  זה  מהקב"ה, 

נאמנה. 

הסטייפעלער זצ"ל היה אומר, שפעם היו אומרים תרי"ג 
מודים  אנו  בעיות...  תרי"ג  אומרים  רח"ל  והיום  מצוות, 
להקב"ה על שבחר בנו מכל העמים ונתן לנו את התורה, 
הקב"ה רצה לזכות את ישראל לפיכך הרבה להם תורה 

ומצוות, התורה והמצוות הם זכות לנו, ולא 'כפיה דתית'.

אנשים  כאלו  יש  לשבח'  'עלינו  אומרים  שהציבור  בזמן 
שכבר הולכים להם, עושים את 'עלינו לשבח' כ'תפילת 
הדרך'... ובשל"ה ובמטה משה ועוד ספרים כתוב [הובא 
במשנה ברורה סי' קלב סק"ח], שיש לומר עלינו לשבח 
באימה ביראה ברתת ובזיע, כי כל צבא השמים שומעים, 
והקב"ה עם פמליא שלו עומדים, וכולם עונים ואומרים 

אשרי העם שככה לו אשרי העם וכו'.

ב'תפארת  אלישיב  הרב  אצל  התפללתי  שנה   45 לפני 
היה  האחרון,  הקדיש  לאחר  התפילה  ובסיום  בחורים', 
פרקי  כמה  וקורא  תרגום'  ואחד  מקרא  'שנים  אומר 
תהלים, ואח"כ חלץ את התפילין. היום כשמתפללים עם 
והש"ץ  הלחש,  תפילת  את  סיימו  אנשים  ועשרה  מנין, 
דופקים  כבר  הש"ץ,  בחזרת  מתחיל  ואינו  ממתין  עדיין 
את  לסיים  כבר  ורוצים  יתחיל...  שכבר  אותו  ומזרזים 
התפילה. מה יקרה אם ימתין עוד קצת, ויהיו עוד אנשים 
שיספיקו לענות אמן וקדושה! הלא בזה מראים להקב"ה 
שאין רוצים להתפלל, רוצים להפטר מזה, ובשם הגר"א 
איתא שגדול מעלת חזרת הש"ץ מהתפילה עצמה. כל 
ההיתר לדלג מפרקי 'פסוקי דזמרא' הוא רק אם אין עוד 

בית הכנסת בעיר, אבל אם יש אין לזה שום היתר. 

יחשב  שלא  אמן  עונה  שאדם  שבשעה  בשו"ע,  איתא 
התפילין.  את  יחלוץ  שלא  קדיש  ובאמצע  תורה,  בדברי 
בכוונה  שלא  תפילה  שעל  אמר,  מואלאז'ין  חיים  רבינו 
[למעט ברכת אבות] יש לו ללמד זכות, אבל על עניית 
אמן ללא כוונה, אין לו לימוד זכות. שאפילו לחשוב בדברי 
תורה אסור. ועל מה שרבים אומרים שכולם עושים כך, 

אמר פעם החפץ חיים, שבגיהנם יש מקום לכולם...

האדם צריך לקבוע לו זמן ללמוד הלכות תפילה, לדעת 

לעבור  ושאסור  מתפלל,  אתה  מי  לפני  תפילה,  זה  מה 
ונעמד  התפילה  באמצע  שבא  ומי  המתפלל,  לפני 
לשמונה עשרה באמצע בית הכנסת, הרי הוא מכשיל את 
הרבים שעוברים לפני המתפלל. היום כל צורת התפילה 
היא בדיעבד! עמוד התורה חזק מאד, עמוד החסד חזק 
מכל  למטה  התפילה,  שהיא  העבודה  עמוד  אבל  מאד, 
ביקורת! כדאי מאד ללמוד יסוד ושורש העבודה, זה יתן 
חשק ווארימקאייט [-חמימות] לתפילה. הגה"צ ר' זונדל 
קרויזר זצ"ל, היה כל יום לומד יסוד ושורש העבודה [ועוד 

כמה ספרי מוסר].

החזו"א  בשם  לי  אמר  זצ"ל  קרויזר  זונדל  רבי  הגה"צ 
מיגיעתו  יותר  היא  בתפילה  שיגיעתו  עצמו,  על  שאמר 
בתורה, ע"כ. פעם בא אלי יהודי אחד שהתפלל שמו"ע, 
או  למוסף  או  שחרית  לתפילת  היה  זה  אם  זוכר  ואינו 

למנחה... כך נראית התפילה? כך מדברים עם מלך?

הגאון רבי משה שמואל שפירא זצ"ל ראש ישיבת 'באר 
יעקב' היה אומר, שג"פ ביום קודם כל תפילה הוא משנן 
את דברי המסילת ישרים (פרק יט) שהאדם צריך לקיים 
את  להמחיש  מאד  קשה  וזה  תמיד',  לנגדי  ה'  'שויתי 
בפרט  התבוננות,  קצת  ידי  על  בתפילה  אבל  הדבר, 
כאשר אתה אומר 'ברוך אתה ה'' ומצייר שהקב"ה עומד 

לפניך, אז אפשר להשיג הרבה.

דברי חיזוק לבין הזמנים

למנחה,  מנין  היה שם  ולא  בחיפה,  היה פעם  זצ"ל  אבי 
ונסע עד לעיר נתניה כדי להתפלל תפילת מנחה בציבור. 
למקומות שאין שם  לנסע  החופש  בימי  היתר  אין שום 
ולברר  מראש  לדאוג  וצריך  ביחידות,  ולהתפלל  מנינים 
ולא  העינים,  שמירת  על  להזהר  מאד  צריך  וגם  זאת. 
טוב,  היותר  הצד  על  שם  הכל  שלא  למקומות  נוסעים 
ויש לנו שו"ע!  אשרי האיש אשר לא הלך... אנו יהודים! 
בנטילת  בחג הסוכות  רק  יהודי חרד  להיות  לא מספיק 
השנה.  כל  כך  להיות  צריכים  מהודרים,  ולולב  אתרוג 
החזו"א אמר שכל דבר שהוא עושה הוא מתחשב עם כל 
ד' חלקי השו"ע. א"ב ראשי תיבות אלול בא, יש דין ויש 

דיין!

שלאחר  וסיפר  מארה"ב,  שבא  אחד  יהודי  אצלי  היה 
יוכל  שלא  התבונן  הטיסה  כרטיס  את  קנה  שכבר 
להתפלל בציבור, והחליף את הכרטיס, וזה עלה לו 800 

דולר לכל כרטיס, וביחד זה עלה 1600 דולר. 

שנשא בביתו הגאון הצדיק מורינו רבי גמליאל הכהן רבינוביץ שליט"א

בעניני חורבן הבית, חיזוק בתפילה, והדרכה לימי בין הזמנים
ליל ה' פר' דברים – חזון תשע"ח ירושלים עיה"ק תובב"א
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דברי חיזוק והתעוררות
שנשא הגאון הצדיק מורינו רבי גמליאל הכהן רבינוביץ שליט"א

יקפיד כל אחד ללמוד תורה בימי בין הזמנים, הן ביום 
והן בלילה, צריך לקבוע סדרים ללימוד. והסטייפעלער 
בבין  היה  שלו  השטייגען  שעיקר  אומר,  היה  זצ"ל 
צריך  אחד  וכל  הלכות,  ללימוד  ראוי  זה  זמן  הזמנים. 
לדעת בעל פה את הספר קיצור שו"ע [וכמובן שמשנה 
קיצור  לפחות  ולכן  אריכות,  בו  יש  אבל  עדיף,  ברורה 
האדם  את  מונע  ההלכות  לימוד  אדם],  חיי  או  שו"ע, 
הוא  יכול  ההלכות  יודע  אינו  שאם  עבירות,  מלעבור 
לעבור על עבירות רבות שאין להם מספר, האדם צריך 

להיות קרוב להר סיני.

בא אלי יהודי אחד בערב סוכות והראה לי את האתרוג 
ואז  ושוב,  שוב  ושאל  כשר.  שהוא  לו  ואמרתי  שלו, 
לא  שלך,  התפילה  כמו  היה  האתרוג  שאם  לו  אמרתי 
היית מברך עליו. מדוע התפילה שלך אינה כדבעי, ורק 
פעם אחת בשנה אתה צריך אתרוג מהודר... והלה תלה 
שהרב  לו  והשיב  מבריסק,  הרב  נוהג  גם  שכך  עצמו 
מבריסק זצ"ל היה מקפיד כך על כל הלכה והלכה, ולא 

רק על אתרוג ולולב!

פעם הייתי בדרך עם משפחתי ולא היה מלח, ואמרתי 
להם שלא נוטלים את הידים לאכילה עד שיהיה מלח, 
והתעכבה האכילה שעתיים... ופעם אחת באתי לאיזה 
מקום אם ילדי וכבר שילמתי על זה, ושוב התגלה שיש 
איזה בעיה של צניעות, אמרתי לילדי, לא נכנסים לכאן! 
כשאסור אז אסור, וצריך לעשות את זה בשמחה! צריך 
לדעת, שכמו בתאונת דרכים אפשר לאבד את החיים 
ואסור, אפשר ברגע אחד  ברגע אחד, כך בדבר פסול 
לאבד את החיים הרוחניים, וזה בכלל לא פשוט. איתא 
לסעודה אלא  נכנסים  היו  לא  ירושלים  בחז"ל שאנשי 
יושב עמהם, אי אפשר להיות בכל מקום  ידעו מי  אם 

שרוצים, צריכים לבדוק אם המקום כשר או לא.

אי"ה הגליון הבא
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Parshas Toldos 

Yaacov and Eisav and the Idea of Tzadik - Connecting to Chanukah 

Rosh Chodesh Kislev is here – and the month of Kislev – which follows Chesbon - is the month that 
contains the bulk of Chanukah.  

Let’s first see what Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l expresses about Eisav and Yaakov. As usual, we 
learn some new ways of seeing the world from him. Then, let’s explore their deep connection to 
Chanukah. 

Eisav was red-cheeked, which is a sign of radiant health. He was also hairy. Hair on a new born, Rav 
Hirsch says, indicates that that there is sufficient life force to allow for the growth of something that 
usually come later. Therefore, Eisav was called by those who were present at the birth “finished”, 
“made” from the word Asah.  

Yitzchak is the one who called Yaakov his name. The twins were almost identical, but one was more 
outward, more filled with personality, while one of the meanings of the word Yaakov is “he will come 
behind”. He allows Eisav to be first, but follows at his heels. He is weaker, but will - unexpectedly - fi-
nally be born first. Ekev means to follow unexpectedly. Ekev also describes an unexpected result – 
hence, it also means a reward - that one has not earned. Therefore, it ALSO indicates outwitting 
someone. Here is another example of the incredible brilliance and power and descriptive ability of the 
Holy Language of Hebrew. 

Chanukah was an instance of unexpected reward, both in Ruchniyus and in Gashmiyus. 

Aisov had a power to sell anyone, especially himself. He sold his birthright, because he had sold 
himself the idea - despite learning the opposite from his grandfather Avraham and his father Yitzchak 
- that eternity does not exist. The Greeks thought the same way. He lived only for the moment, not to 
create eternal moments, like his grandfather Avraham did.  

The Torah tells us that Aisov was a hunter of external things and people. He could have used that 
power to hunt inside. He chose not to. He was not willing to work on himself to become beholden to a 
bigger system. 

That is where they differed, these twins. Yaakov felt that he was lowly. His name is spelled Yud - 
Ekev, which literally means: you shall be like a heel (Ekev also means heel). In this parsha, he dug 
wells, on a physical level, as well as on a spiritual level, and worked on himself endlessly, like his 
father Yitzchak and his grandfather Avraham. He gave Tzedakah, for Hashem.  

Aisov tried to convince his father by asking about maaser that he also gave Tzedakah, for Hashem. 
The Shem MiShmuel comments on Rashi’s point that Aisov was trying to convince his father that he 
was studying the laws of Tzedakah by asking his father Yitzchak about tithing salt. Aisov’s attempt to 
convey Tzedek - that he was a Tzadik - was deceptive, since salt represents the secondary, and not 
the essence. 

Yaakov looked inward, based on a greater system than his own thought. He studied for fourteen years 
at a Yeshiva run by Noach’s son Shem and Ever. He never stopped learning or staying in the house of 
learning. The first letters of the Torah’s expression describing him - Eish Tam Yoshav Ohalim - add up 
to the value of the word Bayis.  

Rav Hirsch compares the word Tziad, hunter, to Sod, secret. Just like a Sod means keeping a secret 
plan until the time comes for its execution, a Tziad does the same, except has more difficulties to  



low, physical place, he could daven like a pauper, as in Tefilla Le’oni, because anyone who 
davens to Hashem must make himself like an oni – [who lacks and asks Hashem to fill his lack]. 

Yitzchok’s generation was also wicked, but he did not need to descend to Mitzrayim 
because Avrohom had already done that. It is known that anything that a Tzaddik has already 
rectified with his tefillos can then be easily accomplished later on by another Tzaddik who 
needs a similar thing. The first Tzaddik, having already done it, successfully paves the way for 
those who follow. 

This, then, is the answer to why Yitzchok had no need to descend to Mitzrayim – 
Avrohom had already done so, and the pasuk is emphasizing this point by telling us that this 
is a second famine, besides the first one. Avrohom had already descended to Mitzrayim 
during the first famine; now that there was a second famine, Yitzchok did not need to 
descend there as well, since his tefillos would succeed much more easily now that Avrohom 
had paved the way. 

n n 

Story 
Who Are the Other Three? 

The Dzhikover Rebbe used to tell the following story each Rosh HaShana: 

Rav Sholom of Belz once told Rav Sholom of Kaminka the reason why the Rebbe 
Elimelech once traveled to the Rebbe Reb Shmelke of Nikolsberg: 

The three Patriarchs, the Avos HaKedoshim: Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov once 
revealed themselves to the Rebbe Reb Melech. He asked them to tell him how the coming 
year would be. They answered him that this year all the tefillos were accepted on high in the 
best way possible, something that had not happened in previous years. The next year he had 
a similar revelation and asked the same question. That year, however, their reply was much 
more negative. They explained that the tefillos were initially unable to ascend on high 
properly, but there were four great Tzaddikim, four pillars of the world whose prayers helped 
to support the world. 

“Who are these four pillars?” asked the Rebbe Reb Melech. But the Avos HaKedoshim 
were only willing to reveal the name of one of them – the Rebbe Reb Shmelke. When the 
Noam Elimelech heard this he immediately set out to meet the Rebbe Reb Shmelke. When he 
arrived the door opened and there stood Reb Shmelke, who said, “Ah, you came – who are 
the other three?” (Ateres Zekeinim p. 24 and Ohel Elimelech #9) 

n 

The Waters of the Mikve 

There was once a matchmaker who suggested a match between Rav Pinchas of 
Koretz’s daughter and one of the young men from the holy Berditchever’s family. Rav 
Pinchas Koretzer was not quick to agree to the match and thought about it for some time, 
claiming that he did not consider the match a good idea. After the Yomim Noro’im he sent 
word to call the shadchan (matchmaker). When the matchmaker came, Rav Pinchas said that 
he agreed to the shidduch after all. He then explained what brought about his change of heart: 

“Before the Days of Awe I saw a large wall erected in the heavens between Knesses 



Yisrael and our Father in Heaven. This wall was a barrier that would have prevented our 
tefillos from ascending on high and being heard, heaven forbid! Several Tzaddikim had tried 
their hands at annulling the decree – to no avail! 

“On Erev Rosh HaShana, when the holy Berditchever entered the waters of the mikve to 
purify himself for the oncoming holy day, his actions caused such a tumult in the heavens 
that this wall began to shake and fall apart! By the time he came out of the mikve the wall was 
almost totally collapsed and gone. I heard Hashem saying in Heaven, so to speak, ‘Make sure 
that not a single brick or remnant of this wall remains, or Rav Levi Yitzchok will create an 
uproar in the heavens, shaking them up and asking how anyone could even allow such a 
barrier to have been erected here in the first place!’ 

“When I realized on what a lofty level he was I decided that I would be honored to 
have my family and his joined together through marriage!” (Maamar Mordechai #5) 

n n n 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

Rav Yisrael of Husyatin said that when Moshiach comes, the holy Rav Chaim ben Attar, 
mechaber of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh, will be the future Rosh Yeshiva of the Heavenly 
Academy known as the Mesivta DeRokiya. 

He further declared that the holy Ba’al Shem Tov was the pillar of tefillos – the amud 
ha’tefilla – whereas the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh was the pillar of Torah – the amud 
haTorah. 

Once when he was deeply in dveikus he murmured, “The Ohr HaChaim knew when the 
end of days was, when the golus will finally come to an end and when our righteous redeemer, 
the Moshiach, will arrive, and he hinted at this in his commentary on the Torah.” One of the 
Chassidim present who overheard this worked up the courage and asked the Husyatiner in 
which Parsha this was hinted at. This “woke” the Rebbe from his reverie and, becoming aware 
of what he had mumbled aloud, would reveal no more! 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

Yaakov’s Merit Saves Avrohom From a Fiery Death 

These are the toldos (generations) of Yitzchok, the son of Avrohom… (25:19)  

The Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh cites the Medrash (Bereishis Rabba 63) that quotes the 
pasuk in Yeshaya (29:22): “Thus said Hashem to the house of Yaakov (to Bais Yaakov), 
which redeemed the house of Avrohom (Bais Avrohom)”. The Ohr HaChaim explains that 
this refers to the merit [of Bais Yaakov] that saved Avrohom from the fiery furnace, because 
without Yaakov’s merit Avrohom would have been burned in Ur Kasdim. 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    



This is what our pasuk means when it says: “These are the toldos (generations) of 
Yitzchok, the son of Avrohom – Avrohom fathered Yitzchok”. The “toldos of Yitzchok” refers 
to Yaakov. Avrohom fathered Yitzchok in order that Yitzchok should then father Yaakov.  

The Ohr HaChaim explains further that it was Yaakov’s merit [since his righteousness 
and perfection exceeded that of both his forefathers] that saved Avrohom from being burned 
before Yaakov was even born [because he would one day be born to Avrohom’s son Yitzchok.] 

n 

The Whole Truth and Nothing But the Truth 

“I am Esov, your firstborn. I have done what you told me to do” (27:19)  

The Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh asks the obvious question: how could Yaakov [whose 
midda is emes – truth] lie outright like this to his father? 

The Ohr HaChaim says that since Yaakov purchased and acquired the birthright from 
Esov, he was in effect Esov with regard to this birthright. So when he declared, “I am Esov 
your firstborn,” he was telling the truth, being that he was in effect now the firstborn in lieu of 
Esov. 

Then, when Yaakov said, “I have done as you asked me to do,” he was also telling the 
truth. Explains the Ohr HaChaim, since the reason Yitzchok asked Esov to hunt game was 
only because he thought Esov was the rightful firstborn and owner of the birthright, now that 
Yaakov was the legal and rightful owner of the birthright and legally considered the firstborn, 
it was he who had been commanded to carry out the instructions to hunt game. 

Since Yaakov now owned the birthright, it was as if this command had been issued by 
Yitzchok to him to perform. Thus, Yaakov answered Yitzchok truthfully when he said, “I have 
done what you told me to do.” 

nnn 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 



Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� יקֵ ֵוא�

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Kisleiv

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 2nd of Kisleiv ~ Begins F
� Rav Akiva Sofer of Pressburg, 

(the Shevet Sofer), grandson of the 

and the great-grandson of the 

continuous generations – the 

served as Rav of Pressburg for thirty

third year as Rav, he asked his uncle, the Erlauer 

the Daas Sofer moved to 

World War II, (5721/1960);

� Rav Aharon Kotler (1892

son of Rav Shneur Zalman Pines, Rav Aharon was known as the “Shislovitzer 

fourteen, he entered the Slobodka 

Mordechai Epstein. He also heard 

in one of the suburbs of Slobodka. He married the daughter of Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, 

head of the Yeshiva Etz Chaim 

was twenty-five years old, he became one of its 

transfer in 1921 to Kletsk, Poland, due to the Bolshevik takeover and relig

Rav Isser Zalman immigrated to 

twenty years, (5723/1962); 

� Rav Nosson Meir Wachtfogel

Lithuania. His father, Rav Moshe Yom Tov, 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא� ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 

nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

is teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING SHABBOS TOLDOS 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Kisleiv 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Nov 9th) 
of Pressburg, mechaber of Daas Sofer. Son of Rav Simcha Bunim Sofer 

), grandson of the Kesav Sofer (Rav Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer) 

grandson of the Chasam Sofer (Rav Moshe Sofer). Interestingly, three 

the Chasam Sofer, the Kesav Sofer, and the 

of Pressburg for thirty-three years. When Rav Akiva Sofer neared his thirty

, he asked his uncle, the Erlauer Rav, what to do. Upon his uncle’s advice, 

moved to Eretz Yisrael in 1940, thus saving himself from the horrors of 

World War II, (5721/1960); 

(1892–1962), Rosh Yeshiva Bais Medrash Govoha

son of Rav Shneur Zalman Pines, Rav Aharon was known as the “Shislovitzer 

, he entered the Slobodka Yeshiva, where he learned under the Alter 

Mordechai Epstein. He also heard shiurim from Rav Boruch Ber, who had his own 

in one of the suburbs of Slobodka. He married the daughter of Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, 

Yeshiva Etz Chaim in Slutsk, and became his assistant in 1914. Even before he 

five years old, he became one of its Roshei Yeshiva. After the 

transfer in 1921 to Kletsk, Poland, due to the Bolshevik takeover and relig

Rav Isser Zalman immigrated to Eretz Yisrael, and Rav Kotler directed the 

 

Rav Nosson Meir Wachtfogel, the Lakewood Mashgiach. Rav Nosson was born in Kuhl, 

Lithuania. His father, Rav Moshe Yom Tov, was one of the fourteen original 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 

nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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. Son of Rav Simcha Bunim Sofer 

(Rav Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer) 

(Rav Moshe Sofer). Interestingly, three 

, and the Shevet Sofer – all 

three years. When Rav Akiva Sofer neared his thirty-

, what to do. Upon his uncle’s advice, 

Yisrael in 1940, thus saving himself from the horrors of 

Rosh Yeshiva Bais Medrash Govoha, Lakewood. The 

son of Rav Shneur Zalman Pines, Rav Aharon was known as the “Shislovitzer Iluy”. At 

Alter and Rav Moshe 

from Rav Boruch Ber, who had his own Yeshiva 

in one of the suburbs of Slobodka. He married the daughter of Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, 

in Slutsk, and became his assistant in 1914. Even before he 

. After the Yeshiva’s forced 

transfer in 1921 to Kletsk, Poland, due to the Bolshevik takeover and religious persecution, 

Yisrael, and Rav Kotler directed the Etz Chaim for 

. Rav Nosson was born in Kuhl, 

was one of the fourteen original talmidim of the 



Yeshiva in Slutsk. (Another of these talmidim was Rav Aharon Kotler.) Rav Nosson himself 

began his education in the Yeshiva in Kelm. When he was fifteen, he came to the United 

States – his father had accepted a Rabbinic post in Montreal – and enrolled in Yeshivas 

Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchonon (forerunner of the Talmudic division of Yeshiva University). 

After two years there, he returned to Lithuania to study at the Mir Yeshiva. He also studied 

under Rav Shimon Shkop, and in Kamenetz, under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz. Beginning 

in 1941, Rav Nosson joined with Rav Aharon Kotler to develop the Lakewood Yeshiva. He 

left several children, including Rav Elya Ber Wachtfogel, Rosh Yeshiva of the Yeshiva 

Zichron Moshe in South Fallsburg, New York, (5671–5759/1910–1998); 

� Rav Dr. Dov Revel, president and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchonon in 

New York, (5701/1940); 

� Rav Nachum Weidenfeld of Dombrova, the Chazon Nachum (1875–1939). Born in 

Hormilov, Galicia, to Rav Yaakov (the Kochav MiYaakov) and Rebbetzin Rochel, a direct 

descendant of the Shach. One of his brothers, Rav Dov Berish, became famous as the 

Tchebiner Rav. After the Kochav MiYaakov passed away in 1894, Rav Nachum and his elder 

brother, Rav Yitzchok, supervised the studies of their younger brother, Rav Dov Berish, 

who had just celebrated his bar mitzva. After marrying his wife, Taibah, he went to live with 

his in-laws in Yassi, Romania. A year later, he replaced his maternal grandfather, Rav Shabsi 

HaKohen Rappaport, as the Rav of Dombrowa, Galicia. Although Dombrowa was relatively 

small, it was intensely Jewish, having a population of about 2,400 Jews and only six 

hundred gentiles. Jews had lived there since the end of the sixteenth century. Nazi troops 

seized Dumbrowa on the September 8, 1939, only eight days after the war started. At the 

last possible moment, Rav Nachum fled the town with nothing but his stick and a knapsack. 

He had sent dozens of manuscripts to his son-in-law in Kolbasov, but not one member of 

that family survived and all his writings were lost, (5700/1939); 

� Rav Dayan Eliezer Posen, born in Frankfurt to Rav Gershon, who was appointed Dayan of 

the IRG (Jewish Religious Society) by Rav Shimshon Refoel Hirsch. As a bochur, he 

learned in Pupa, Hungary, then returned to Frankfurt and married Chulda Falk in 1923. 

After his marriage, he became Maggid Shiur in the Breuer Yeshiva and succeeded his father 

as Rav of the kehilla in 1932. In 1938, he escaped the growing Nazi menace by fleeing to 

England. He was appointed Dayan of the Adas Yisrael shul in 1945. His brother was Rav 

Shimon Yisrael Posner, the Shoproner Rav of New York, (5653–5730/1892–1969). 

� 3rd of Kisleiv ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Nov 10th) 
� Rav Meshulom Yissochor Ashkenazi of Stamford Hill, London, the Stanislaver Rebbe, 

(5756/1995); 

� Rav Shilo Refoel, Av Bais Din of Yerushalayim, (5755/1994); 

� Rav Yaakov Moshe Kulefsky (1921–2000). Born in Saint Louis, he learned at Torah 

Vodaas in his early twenties, while serving in the army. He married Sora Gartenhaus in 

1950 and joined Yeshiva Ner Israel in 1954. He became Rosh Yeshiva and replaced Rav 

Yaakov Weinberg after the latter’s petira. Rav Kulefsky left two sons: Tzvi Hirsch and 

Nosson and three daughters: Esther Chana (Abraham), Ettie (Rosenbaum), and Faigi 

Gruman, forty grandchildren 

� 4th of Kislev ~ Begins Sunday Night (Nov 11th) 
� Rav Eliyohu Kubo, Av Bais Din of Saloniki, mechaber of Aderes Eliyohu and Shnei 

HaMe’oros HaGedolim (1628–1688). The Kubo family had immigrated to Greece from 

Spain during the Spanish expulsion. Rav Eliyohu became chief Rav in Salonika, 



(5449/1688); 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch Margulies of Lublin, (5566/1805); 

� Rav Yaakov Dovid Kalish (1803-1878), founder of the Amshinov dynasty. Rav Yaakov 

Dovid’s father was Rav Yitzchok of Vorka, a leading talmid of Rav Simcha Bunim of 

Peshis’cha and a peer of Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk. When Rav Simcha Bunim of 

Peshis’cha passed away in 1827, his followers split into two streams, some of them 

following Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, whose emphasis was on fiery self-discipline, 

and the remainder adhering to Rav Yitzchok of Vorka, whose approach was one of warmth 

and love. In 1848, when Rav Yitzchok of Vorka passed away, many of his followers wished 

to follow Rav Yaakov Dovid of Amshinov. He, too, followed the Vorka tradition of kindness 

and kiruv rechokim. Rav Yaakov Dovid set up court in the town of Mszczonow, Poland, 

which became known to Jews as Amshinov. There, he became known as the Rebbe of 

Amshinov. Meanwhile, Rav Yaakov Dovid’s brother, Rav Menachem Mendel, continued the 

Vorki dynasty from their father in Vorki itself (1779-1848). Rav Menachem, the eldest of 

Rav Yaakov Dovid’s three sons, inherited the mantle of Amshinov from his father for forty 

years, (5639/1878); 

� Rav Yaakov Mordechai of Stretin, (5715/1954); 

� Rav Avrohom Shmuel Stern, Rosh Yeshiva Toras Chessed in London (1949-2005). Born in 

Miskolcz, Hungary, to Rav Pinchas Zelig Stern, the Serentcher Rav, he arrived in London 

with his parents in 1956. Seeing the need for a new Chassidish Yeshiva in London, Rav 

Stern founded Toras Chessed. During his entire life, he was close to the Rebbes of Satmar 

and Pshevorsk, (5766/2005). 

� 5th of Kislev ~ Begins Monday Night (Nov 12th) 
� Rav Shmuel Eliezer HaLevi Eidels, the Maharsha, born in Cracow in 1555. His father, 

Rav Yehuda, was an eminent Talmid Chochom who descended from Rav Yehuda 

HeChassid, as well as from Rav Akiva HaKohen Katz, the father-in-law of the Shela 

HaKodosh. His mother was the granddaughter of Rav Yehuda Loewe, the Maharal of 

Prague. Rebbetzin Eidel Lifschitz of Pozna, the wealthy widow of Rav Moshe Lifschitz, the 

Rav of Brisk, made a match between her daughter and the Maharsha. She also supported 

her other son-in-law, Rav Moshe Ashkenazi, mechaber of Zichron Moshe, with whom the 

Maharsha studied. In appreciation of his mother-in-law’s efforts, the Maharsha added the 

name Eidels to his own name, and from then on called himself Shmuel Eliezer Eidels. 

Rebbetzin Eidel passed away in 5368 at the age of one hundred. During his years as Rosh 

Yeshiva in Austroha, the Maharsha compiled his monumental Chiddushei Halochos and 

Chiddushei Aggodos on Shas, (5392/1631); 

� Rav Dovid Luria (1798-1855), the Radal, was a talmid of the Rav of Vilna, Rav Shaul 

Katzenellenbogen. He wrote an important commentary on Pirkei D’Rabi Eliezer. He is also 

known as a commentator on Gemora and Medrash. In addition, he composed Halachic 

responsa and a commentary on Rambam’s Mishneh Torah. Radal’s dedication to learning 

was legendary. It is said that he did not sleep more than one hour during the short summer 

nights and three hours in the winter, in addition to an afternoon nap of precisely twelve 

minutes. In 1854, he was offered the Rabbinate of Warsaw. He refused this position despite 

the encouragement of the Gerrer Rebbe that he take it. However, Rav Dovid did involve 

himself in communal needs, including a meeting in 1846 (together with Rav Yitzchok of 

Volozhin) with Sir Moses Montefiore to address the needs of Russian Jewry, (5616/1855); 

� Rav Osher Anshel Yungreiss (Jungreis; Jungreisz), Czenger (Chenger) Rav, the Menuchas 



Asher (1806-1873). [according to Hamodia 2005, 27th of Elul 1889], (5634/1873); 

� Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz, Rosh Yeshiva of Kamenitz (1867-1940). He was born in 

Slutzk to Rav Shmuel Dovid Leibowitz, who was a close follower of the Rav of Slutzk, Rav 

Yosef Ber Soleveitchik. At the age of sixteen, he went to Volozhin and became the talmid 

muvhok of Rav Chaim Brisker. In 1903, he was invited to be Rosh Yeshiva of Knesses Bais 

Yitzchok in Slobodka. During World War I, the Yeshiva moved to Minsk, and in 1921, to 

Vilna. Finally, in 1926, it moved to Kamenitz. He was the father-in-law of Rav Reuven 

Grozovsky, who became his successor. He authored Birkas Shmuel on Shas, (5701/1940); 

� Rav Mordechai Rimer (1928-1999), Mashgiach Ruchoni of Yeshiva Kochav M’Yaakov. 

Born in Munkacz to Rav Binyomin, one of the most prominent Kalushitz Chassidim who 

was the Rosh HaKohol of the Sanz Bais Medrash in the city. Young Mordechai grew up in 

the home of his grandfather, Rav Arye Leib Rimer, one of the most prominent Sanzer 

Chassidim in Kashow. In the winter of 1944, he was taken from the Yeshiva of Munkacz, 

along with his entire family, to the ghetto, and on Rosh Chodesh Sivan of that year they 

were all deported to Auschwitz. Although his entire family was murdered, he lived there 

until its liberation. After the war, he learned at the Chevron Yeshiva under Rav Meir 

Chodosh. After his marriage in 1950, he learned in the Chevron kollel for another twelve 

years. At that time, he began to deliver a shiur for ba’alei batim bnei Torah in the Achva 

shul, a shiur that he continued to deliver for forty-five years. In 1962, the Gaon of Tchebin 

invited him to be a Maggid Shiur and Mashgiach in his Yeshiva, and for thirty-eight years 

Rav Mordechai assumed responsibility for the chinuch of the Yeshiva’s students. During the 

Yomim Noro’im he regularly served as a ba’al tefilla at the Tchebin Yeshiva, (5760/1999). 

� 6th of Kislev ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Nov 13th) 
� Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlap (1883-1951). Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Merkaz HaRav and 

Rav of Yerushalayim’s Sha’arei Chessed neighborhood. He was a close disciple of Rav 

Avrohom Yitzchok HaKohen Kook. Mechaber of Mei Morom and Michtevei Morom, 

(5712/1951); 

� Rav Chaim Michoel Dov (Ber) Weissmandl, Rosh Yeshiva Nitro (Mount Kisco, N.Y.) 

Yeshiva, Holocaust rescue activist. Mechaber of Min HaMeitzar, (5718/1957); 

� Rav Shlomo Abu Maaravi, founder of Otzar HaTorah network, (5750/1989); 

� Rav Chaim Shmuel Lopian, mechaber of Ravcha Shmaatsa. The son of Rav Eliyohu 

Lopian, he was among the first students in the Gateshead Kollel under Rav Eliyohu Eliezer 

Dessler in 1942, (5759/1998); 

� Rav Yechezkel Shraga Lipshitz-Halberstam, the Stropkover Rebbe (1908-1994). Born in 

Stropkov, Czechoslovakia, to Rav Yissochor Dov Lifshitz of Ungvar. His paternal 

grandfather was Rav Aryeh Leibush from Apta, the Yismach Tzaddik, and his maternal 

grandfather was the Rebbe of Stropkov, the Divrei Sholom, who was the son of the Divrei 

Yechezkel of Shinava, the eldest son of the Divrei Chaim of Sanz. Rav Yechezkel Shraga’s 

first public position was as Rav of Yablonka. After a few years there, he became Dayan of 

Bergsas. During World War II, he was sent to Auschwitz, where his wife and five children 

perished. After the war, he moved to Eretz Yisrael. In 1954, upon the petira of his uncle, 

Rav Menachem of Stropkov, Rav Yechezkel was appointed Admor by the Sanz elders of 

Shinava and Stropkov. He authored Divrei Yechezkel Shraga, (5755/1994). 

� 7th of Kislev ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Nov 14th) 
� Rav Dovid Sinzheim of Strasbourg, France (1745-1812). He served as president of the 

“Sanhedrin” established by Napoleon, the first meeting of which occurred on February 9, 



1807. He was mechaber of Yad Dovid, (5573/1812); 

� Rav Shlomo Binyomin HaLevi Ashlag, mechaber of the Peirush HaSulom, [According to 

some, 10th of Tishrei], (5744/1983). 

� Rav Aharon ben Kalonymus Kalman HaLevi Epstein of Cracow, son of the Maor 

VaShemesh, (5642/1881). 

� 8th of Kislev ~ Begins Thursday Night (Nov 15th) 
� Rav Moshe, mechaber of Mahadura Basra, printed at the back of the Gemora, 

(5429/1668); 

� Rav Eliyohu ben Yehuda Kovo (1630-1688). The son-in-law of Rav Moshe Chaim, who 

was the son of Rav Chaim Shabsai and the chief Rav of Salonica. After the petira of his 

father-in-law in 1685, he was appointed to be chief Rav. He died at a young age due to a 

plague, which also took the lives of his two sons. He compiled Tana D’vei Eliyohu, a 

collection of 451 responsa, but most of it was lost. His grandsons managed to collect 

twenty-six of them and printed them as Shaalos Uteshuvos Aderes Eliyohu, (5449/1688); 

� Rav Yitzchok Navon (1733-1786). Born in Constantinople, he was the son of Rav Yehuda 

Navon, mechaber of Kiryas Melech Rav on the Rambam’s Mishne Torah, and the grandson 

of Rav Ephraim Navon, mechaber of Machaneh Ephraim. Rav Yitzchok himself wrote Din 

Emes on the Tur and the Bais Yosef; the sefer was published in Salonika in 1803, 

(5547/1786); 

� Rav Moshe Shapira of Slavita, son of Rav Pinchas of Koretz, (5599/1838); 

� Rav Avrohom Yitzchok of Tunis, mechaber of Mishmeros Kehuna, (5625/1864); 

� Rav Aharon Twersky, the third Rebbe of Chernobyl (1786-1871). Rav Aharon was the 

eldest of the eight sons of Rav Mordechai of Chernobyl, and the grandson of Rav 

Menachum Nachum, the Me’or Einayim of Chernobyl, his childhood teacher. Rav Aharon 

succeeded his father after the latter’s petira in 1837. He also served as the nosi of the Rabi 

Meir Ba’al Haness Ma’os of Eretz Yisrael fund in the Ukraine, (5632/1871); 

� Rav Nachum Dov Schneerson of Ovritch (Ovruch). Uncle of Rav Yosef Yitzchok, son of 

the Rebbe Rashab. Ovruch is a historic town in the Zhytomyr province of western Ukraine. 

It is the administrative center of the Ovrutsky district, (5656/1895); 

� Rav Avrohom Mordechai of Kamarna, a grandson of Rav Yitzchok Isaac Yehuda Yechiel 

of Kamarna (1806- 1874), whose uncle was Rav Tzvi of Zhiditchov. He authored many 

important Chassidic works, such as Heichal HaBerocha, Derech Emuna, Otzar 

Mitzvosecha, Zohar Chai, and Megillas Sesorim, among others, (5702/1941); 

� Rav Pinchas Dovid Horowitz, the Bostoner Rebbe (1876-1941). Born in Yerushalayim to 

Rav Shmuel Shmelke and Sheyna Elka Horowitz, he was very close to his grandfather, Rav 

Elozor Mendel of Lelov until the latter’s passing in 1883. He then became a devoted talmid 

of his uncle, Rav Dovid Tzvi Shlomo of Lelov. He also became part of a small group of 

boys who studied mishnayos in depth with Rav Shneur Zalman of Lublin. After his 

marriage to Rivka, he lived in Tzfas with her parents. When his father died tragically at age 

thirty-six, he was forced to move to Yerushalayim to care for his mother and younger 

siblings. His wife, Rivka, died in 1904. Her father, eager to keep his son-in-law in the 

family, suggested that he marry his granddaughter, Sora Sasha Brandwein, who was still a 

child. In 1909, at the age of sixteen, she gave birth to a son, Moshe. During World War I, he 

escaped to the United States as a refugee in 1915, with the help of Rav Yaakov Meir of 

Salonika, the Rav of Greece. In gratitude to the Jews of Boston, who helped him procure 

residential rights in America, he settled in Boston, (5702/1941); 



� Rav Dovid Borenstein of Sochatchov, the Chasdei Dovid (1876-1942), born to Rav 

Shmuel (the Shem MiShmuel), who was the son of the Avnei Nezer. His primary teacher was 

his grandfather. In 1906, he became the Rav of Vishogrod, Poland. He moved to Lodz in the 

late 1920s. He was very active in Agudas Yisrael and encouraged many to settle in Eretz 

Yisrael. He died of heart failure in the Warsaw Ghetto. The Sochatchov heritage continued 

under his brother, Rav Chanoch Henoch, who had established a Bais Medrash in Bayit 

Vegan, (5703/1942); 

� Rav Eliezer Geldzahler (1958-2004), born to Rav Eliyohu Yehoshua Geldzahler, founder 

of Mosdos Ohr Yisrael of Queens and a talmid of Rav Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz, Rav 

Reuven Grozovsky and Rav Gedalia Schorr. Rav Eliezer’s mother, Henna Freidel, was the 

daughter of Rav Eliyohu Eliezer Dessler. As a child, he learned in his father’s Yeshiva, 

where he made a siyum for Gemora Bova Basra before his bar mitzva. As a bochur, he 

learned in Yeshiva Zichron Yaakov in South Fallsburg under Rav Elya Ber Wachtfogel. From 

there, he went to Yerushalayim to learn in the Yeshiva of Rav Dovid Soloveitchik. He spent 

several years in the Lakewood kollel. In 1980, he married Baila, the daughter of Rav Michel 

and Rebbetzin Feige Twerski of Milwaukee. He opened Yeshiva Ohr Yisrael in Brooklyn 

and served as its Rosh Yeshiva, developing a mesivta and a Yeshiva Gedola. In January of 

2004, the bus he was on in Eretz Yisrael was involved in a crash, and he was critically 

injured. He never recovered from his injuries and passed away ten months later, 

(5765/2004). 



Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה  בית הקברות הוא מקו�
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Aharon KotlerRav Aharon KotlerRav Aharon KotlerRav Aharon Kotler, , , , 2222ndndndnd    of of of of KisleivKisleivKisleivKisleiv        
This seemingly too-incredible-to-be-

true story actually took place. It was during 
World War II when twenty-four Rabbonim 
were being held in Italy and faced being 
returned to Nazi-occupied Europe and 
certain death. 

Rav Aharon Kotler, founder and 
Rosh Yeshiva of the Lakewood Yeshiva, 
turned to the well-known askan and 
subsequent mechaber of Ethics From Sinai, 
Mr. Irving Bunim, and asked him who 
could intercede on behalf of these twenty-
four Rabbonim. Mr. Irving Bunim 
suggested the Italian Mafia. Rav Kotler 
urged Mr. Bunim to contact them 
immediately. 

After contacting them, he asked Rav 
Aharon, “Who are we sending to the 
meeting?” 

Rav Aharon replied, “You and I are 
going.” 

Off they went to meet the godfather 
of the Mafia, Joe Bonnano. Rav Aharon did 
not speak English, so it was Mr. Bunim 
who explained the problem of the twenty-
four Rabbonim 
trapped in Italy. 

The Mafia chief 
asked Mr. Bunim, 
“Who is the elderly 
man sitting next to 
you?” 

He told him, 
“He is the godfather of 
the Jewish people.” 

“Really?” asked the Mafia chief. 

“Yes!” replied Mr. Bunim 
emphatically. 

“Tell him I want a blessing.” 

So Mr. Irving Bunim turned to Rav 

Aharon and in Yiddish told him, “Ehr vill a 
bracha fun de Rav. (He wants a blessing 
from the Rav).” 

“Zog eim ehr zol leiben lang un 
shtarben in bet.” 

Mr. Irving Bunim turned back to the 
mafia chief Joe Bonnano and told him, 
“The Rav blesses you with long life and you 
should die in bed.” 

Upon hearing this, the Mafia chief 
replied, “I like that,” and promised to 
arrange the freedom of the twenty-four 
Rabbonim stuck in Italy within two weeks, 
which he did indeed accomplish. 

Twenty-something years later, in 
1964, a shiny black stretch limo pulls up in 
front of Lakewood Yeshiva in Lakewood, 
New Jersey. Two fancily dressed men get 
out and walk up to the office. They say are 
looking for Rav Kotler. Out comes a man 
who introduces himself. 

“No, not you,” say the two Italian 
guys. “We are looking for an older man.” 

“That was my father,” says the Rosh 
Yeshiva, Rav Shneur Kotler, “but he passed 
away a number of years ago.” 

The Italian men explain that they 
are the Bonnano brothers, and that their 
father always “attributed his long life to 
your saintly father’s blessing. Now that he 
has just retired, we are taking over the 
business and we came here for the same 
blessing.” 

“I’m sorry,” says Rav Shneur, “my 
father could do that, but I am not on that 
high level.” 

Disappointed, but clearly 
understanding the concept of yeridas 
hadoros (spiritual descent of the 
generations), the new Mafia chiefs bid 
farewell to Rav Shneur. 
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For saving twenty-four Rabbonim 
from the Nazis, and with Rav Aharon 
Kotler’s berocha, Joe Bonnano – the Mafia 
godfather – lived to ninety-seven years old. 

{Emunah Magazine/Noam Amdurski-
Matzav.com Newscenter} ~  

www.matzav.com/rav-aharon-kotler-ztl-and-the-mafia-godfather/ 

 

Background 

With the Soviet occupation of 
Poland in 1939, Rav Kotler escaped first to 
Kobe, Japan, then to 
the United States in 
April of 1941. Rav 
Aharon assumed a 
leading role in the 
rescue operations of 
the Va’ad Hatzola. 
Under his 
leadership, Bais 
Medrash Govoha 
opened in a 
converted house in 
Lakewood, New 
Jersey, in April 1943, and the Yeshiva and 
kollel student body increased from the 
original fourteen to 140 in 1962, the year of 
his petira. Rav Aharon also headed 
Chinuch Atzmai, the network of Torah day 
schools in Eretz Yisrael, founded in 1953, 
and he took over the leadership of Torah 
U’Mesorah, the American day school 
movement, after the petira of its founder, 
Rav Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz. He also 
headed Agudas Yisrael’s Moetzes Gedolei 
HaTorah. 


How He Decided To Come To 
America 

The two great Torah giants, Rav 
Moshe Feinstein and Rav Aharon Kotler, 
both learned in the Slutzk Yeshiva. Rav 
Feinstein later became the Rav of Luban in 
Russia, but when the Communists rose to 
power, his life was in danger because the 

Communists tried to uproot any vestige of 
Jewish life. Finally, when life in Russia 
became too precarious, Rav Feinstein and 
his family immigrated to the United States, 
arriving there in 1936. 

Rav Kotler, though, remained in 
Europe until World War II broke out. 
Eventually, after many trials and 
tribulations, he managed to escape from 
Europe, and arrived in Japan. Now that he 
was in a country that allowed Jews to 
travel, he had two choices. On the one 
hand, he could travel to Eretz Yisrael, 
where his father-in-law, Rav Isser Zalman 
Meltzer, had already established himself. 
Or he could travel to the United States and 
join Rav Moshe Feinstein. 

Faced with this major decision, Rav 
Kotler decided to follow the system of lots 
used by the Gaon of Vilna. This consisted 
of a certain 
method of 
turning the 
pages of a 
specific edition 
of the Torah, 
and following 
the direction of 
the verse to 
where this 
system pointed. 

After 
casting the lot, 
Rav Kotler 
found that the verse he had opened to read 
(Shemos 4:27): “Hashem said to Aharon, 
‘Go to meet Moshe in the desert.’” Rav 
Aharon Kotler understood this to mean 
that he was to join Rav Moshe Feinstein in 
what was the “desert” of Jewish learning in 
America. 

It was in the United States that Rav 
Kotler established the Lakewood Yeshiva, 
one of the premier Yeshivos in the world. 
www.heichalhanegina.blogspot.com/2006/11/special-shalach-manos-

for-rosh-yeshiva.html 
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Rabbeinu Shmuel Eliezer HaLeviRabbeinu Shmuel Eliezer HaLeviRabbeinu Shmuel Eliezer HaLeviRabbeinu Shmuel Eliezer HaLevi, , , , 5555thththth    of of of of KislevKislevKislevKislev    
The Maharsha 

The Peshat 

The Chazon Ish writes: The last 
generation did something incorrect when 
they stopped studying the sefer of the 
Maharsha. He left Klal Yisrael a great gift 
to give zechus (merit) to the generations 
that followed him, to accustom those who 
study to toil in Torah. The Gaon, Rav Akiva 
Eiger, studied this entire sefer and left 
nothing out. From the day that the 
generation stopped studying the Maharsha 
they lost true understanding of peshat of 
the entire simple, straightforward meaning 
of the text; instead they have accustomed 
themselves to kalus ha’iyun – in-depth 
analysis that is light-headed and a façade. 
(Kovetz Igros, Letter#1) 

 

Tzaddikim said that the reason the 
Maharsha was zocha to such spiritual 
heights was because when he was younger, 
he used to grow his hair and would nail the 
hair to the back wall. Whenever he learnt 
late at night and felt drowsy and his head 
would fall forward, he would be jolted back 
and would be able to continue his studies. 

 

Rav Nachman of Breslov told the 
following three tales: 

The Gilgul 

The Maharsha was the Rav of the 
local congregation and above his station 
was the Rav of the entire locale. The 
Maharsha sat and taught in his Yeshiva. 
While others may have paid the local Rav 
his respects, the Maharsha ignored him 
completely, simply sitting and teaching. 
The local Rav was gracious and judged the 
Maharsha favorably, saying that perhaps 
he was so engrossed in teaching and 
studying that he did not wish to cause 
bittul Torah (taking time away from Torah 

learning). Then the local Rav came to visit 
the town where the Maharsha was Rav. 
Still, the Maharsha failed to pay his 
respects and the Rav further judged him 
favorably. Then he came to the Maharsha’s 
shul and witnessed as he sat and taught 
Torah in the Yeshiva, not even deigning to 
rise and greet him. Still, the Rav judged 
him favorably until a good-looking young 
man entered.  

Immediately, the Maharsha stood 
up and gave honor to this young man and 
spoke with him at length. Now the local 
Rav was furious and in his anger 
confronted the Maharsha, saying, “I 
judged you favorably three times; you 
never paid your respects to me! It cannot 
be due to bittul Torah for I see you spoke at 
length in the middle of your studies with 
this young man!”  

“This young man will die two hours 
hence,” pronounced the Maharsha. The 
local Rav did not believe it. He followed the 
young man around and kept close to him 
all the while until, as they wandered 
around outside, a squire who was 
practicing hunting birds accidentally shot 
and killed the young man!  

When the local Rav came back to 
the Maharsha, the Maharsha then 
revealed that soon another dead man 
would also be brought in. When that too 
occurred, the Maharsha explained to the 
perplexed local Rav, “That young man was 
a reincarnation of Achav the King of 
Yisrael, which is why I paid him honor and 
respect and spoke with him at length. Just 
as Achav was killed, so too was this young 
man destined to die. You held him up and 
the attribute of judgment that lay in wait to 
take his soul was prevented from doing so. 
From on high the young man was killed 
another way and now this other dead man 
was killed by the attribute’s angels of 
destruction through your actions. You are 
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responsible for this man’s death.”  

The local Rav was horrified and 
begged the Maharsha to teach him a way to 
do teshuva. The Maharsha ordered him to 
leave his post as Rav and become a 
coachman – and so he did. 

 

For Whom the Bell Tolls 

In Ostrog, where the Maharsha 
presided as Rav, the local cathedral and its 
bells were directly in the path of the chevra 
kadisha (burial society) as they went to 
conduct burials. There was no other way to 
go – and the church bells caused passersby 
to be seized by a madness to renounce their 
faith and convert!  

The Maharsha ordered them to 
place his sefer that he wrote on the body of 
the next niftar who had to pass there. All 
the priests gathered and began to toll the 
bells. As the chevra kadisha paused and 
the Maharsha began to leaf through the 
pages of his sefer, the entire cathedral and 
all the priests began to sink into the ground 
until they were swallowed up into the 
earth! Till this day there remains a sign 
where they sank in. 

(Aidel, the daughter of the Ba’al 
Shem Tov, used to recite this story to 
people who were sick and they were 
miraculously healed.) 

 [Editor: Some say the matter 
happened with the Maharsha himself when 
his own bier was on the way to the 
cemetery. That route was avoided in the 
past due to the church phenomenon, even 
though it was the shortest route to the 
cemetery. The Maharsha insisted that they 
use that route and put his sefer on top of 
his bier and he promised that no harm will 
befall his carriers. As usual, while passing 
the church, all the priests gathered and the 
church bells started ringing. Miraculously, 
the Maharsha lifted his head from the bier 
and leafed through the pages of his sefer 
and after every page, the church sunk a 

little more until only the top of the cross 
was visible in the ground. I have visited 
Ostrog and the spot is still visible till this 
day.]  

 

The Maharsha’s Successor 

When the shul in Ostrog was built, 
they needed to raise a substantial amount 
of money to cover the costs. Therefore the 
groundbreaking ceremony took place 
among much fanfare and the cornerstone 
was laid amid pomp and circumstance. The 
honor of laying the cornerstone was sold to 
a wealthy Jew for a bag of gold coins. The 
latter honored the Maharsha with the 
laying of the cornerstone. When the 
Maharsha turned to him and asked what 
he could grant him in return, the rich man 
asked for a son like the Maharsha.  

“This is very difficult; ask for 
something else,” said the Rav, but the rich 
man would not change his mind and 
stubbornly insisted on this and nothing 
else.  

“If so, I can grant your wish but you 
will die when your wife conceives and she 
will die in childbirth. I will raise the child 
for you; only in this way can it come to 
pass.”  

The couple agreed – and so it was.  

The Maharsha raised the orphan 
and he seemed ordinary in every respect; 
his greatness was hidden. Before the 
Maharsha passed away he ordered this 
orphan to be his successor. The new Rav 
never participated in the funeral of any of 
the important personages in town, which 
caused others to attack him for his strange 
behavior.  

As a result, the next time there was 
such a funeral, the Rav did attend. He 
approached the body and lifted the shrouds 
– and the horrified crowd saw how the 
body was taken away by angels of 
destruction before their very eyes.  

“See – these are your important 
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citizens! How do you expect me to honor 
them?” said the Rav.  

From that day on the people 
recognized his greatness as the Maharsha’s 
successor. 

(Koch’vei Ohr) 

 

From Shnorrer To Philanthropist 

Rodef tzedoka vochessed yimtza 
chaim tzedoka vechovod – “He who chases 
tzedoka and chessed will find life, tzedoka 
and honor.”  

The Gemora (Bova Basra 9b) 
explains that if a person chases after 
tzedoka Hashem will provide him with 
money to give to tzedoka.  

The meforshim ask: how can he 
chase tzedoka if he does not have money? 
In addition, the word rodef implies that the 
tzedoka is running away from him. Why is 
it running? Lastly, why will he find honor if 
he chases tzedoka? 

We can answer all these questions 

with the pshat of the Maharsha. The 
Maharsha says that the person chasing 
tzedoka has no money. He is chasing others 
to persuade them to give tzedoka. He is the 
local collector. Chazal tell us that collecting 
tzedoka from others is a great mitzva. 
People with money to give cross the street 
when they see him or pull down the shades 
when he rings the bell. He may be chasing, 
but they are running fast. Tzedoka is 
running away from him. The collector’s 
heart breaks at his inability to raise money, 
while watching the poor and sick wither 
away.  

His reward is that Hashem lavishes 
riches upon him. Not only can he now 
revive the unfortunate among us, but 
instead of receiving bizyonos (shame) from 
constant rejection, in his new role he now 
finds the triple crown of life for the poor, 
money for tzedoka and honor as a ba’al 
chessed. 

www.revach.net/tzedaka/lessons-in-tzedoka/From-

Shnorrer-To-Philanthropist/4345 

    

Rav Chaim Michoel Dov (Ber) WeissmandlRav Chaim Michoel Dov (Ber) WeissmandlRav Chaim Michoel Dov (Ber) WeissmandlRav Chaim Michoel Dov (Ber) Weissmandl, , , , 6666thththth    of of of of KislevKislevKislevKislev 

Known as Reb Michoel Ber 

Rav Chaim Michoel Dov 
Weissmandl, known as Reb Michoel Ber, 
was born in Debrecen, Hungary, on the 4th 
of Cheshvan 5664 (1903). When he was 
still a child his family moved to Tyrnau (in 
Slovakian, Trnava); there, his father, Rav 
Yosef, served as a shochet. 

Although Tyrnau was a Christian 
town that contained many churches and a 
seminary for the priesthood (it was even 
popularly known as “Little Rome”), it 
nevertheless had a Jewish history. In the 
fourteenth century, it had been the home of 
Rav Yitzchok Tirna, who wrote Minhogim, 
an important book of customs (published 
in Venice, 1591). Before World War II there 
were approximately four hundred Jewish 

families in Tyrnau of whom more than half 
were Orthodox. 

At first, Rav Weissmandl studied in 
a local cheder but when he was older, he 
commuted daily to the nearby town of 
Sered, where he studied under Rav Dovid 
Wesseley, who headed a small Yeshiva 
there. 

Rav Yosef Weissmandl had three 
sons and two daughters. Rav Weissmandl 
was the eldest and in the late years he 
always spoke of his father with deep 
affection and great respect. Once, he 
revealed that his father was exceedingly 
meticulous in reciting the special midnight 
prayers (Tikkun Chatzos) and when he saw 
that his sons were asleep, he would weep 
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and pray only that he merit devout and 
scholarly sons. 

Rav Weissmandl suffered a great 
shock when his father died in 1941. At that 
time he was living in Nitra. On a Friday, 
just before the onset of Shabbos, a stranger 
approached him in the street and asked 
him, “What was the name of Avrohom 
Avinu’s 
mother?” 
Rav 
Weissmandl 
did not 
understand 
the point of 
the question, 
so the 
stranger 
repeated it 
several 
times, 
adding, “If 
you do not 
answer, you 
will be 
sorry.”  

That Motzo’ei Shabbos, he received 
the news that his father had died. Rav 
Weissmandl believed that there was a 
connection between his father’s petira and 
the stranger’s question. Late the same night 
when he opened a book about the laws of 
mourning called Mishmeres Sholom he 
found the following sentence: “ ‘Amaslai 
the daughter of Karnavo the mother of the 
patriarch Avrohom’ is a remedy in a time of 
danger.” He then understood that his 
father must have been ill at the time he was 
asked the question. Rav Weissmandl 
frequently told this story to his colleagues 
and pupils. 

After his father’s petira, Rav 
Weissmandl used to travel frequently to his 
mother’s home to comfort and encourage 
her. He was brokenhearted and became 
very introspective. He let his hair grow long 
as a manifestation of his mourning and 
only had it cut just before the 14th of 

Shevat, when he traveled to the Sheva 
Berochos (marriage celebrations) of his 
brother-in-law, Rav Sholom Moshe Ungar. 
For the rest of his life, Rav Weissmandl 
remembered his father in love and pain. 

At the age of twelve, Rav 
Weissmandl wrote an original lecture 
(p’shetel) to deliver at his bar mitzva. 
However, when his grandfather, Rav 
Menachem Meir Berthauer of Pressburg, 
arrived to take part in the celebrations, he 
offered to give the bar mitzva boy ten gold 
crowns if he would forgo delivering the 
lecture in public. His grandfather was a 
humble man who was fully aware of his 
grandson’s brilliance; he was therefore 
apprehensive that the acclaim that the boy 
would receive might turn his head and 
make him proud. Rav Weissmandl acceded 
to his grandfather’s request and used part 
of the money to buy Rabbeinu Bachya’s 
commentary on the Torah. The circle of 
Rav Weissmandl’s life closed when he died 
while studying that same book. 

The lecture he had prepared for his 
bar mitzva did not go to waste. Thirty-six 
years later he delivered it to the talmidim 
at his Yeshiva. He lectured for an hour and 
the audience was deeply impressed by his 
brilliance and erudition. At the end, he 
made an off-hand remark that it had been 
his bar mitzva speech that he had not 
delivered at his grandfather’s request. 

For some time, Rav Weissmandl 
studied at the Yeshiva of Rav Yosef Tzvi 
Dushinsky in Galanta but he gained the 
bulk of his education from Rav Shmuel 
Dovid Ungar, the Rav of Tyrnau and later 
of Nitra. Since Rav Weissmandl was deeply 
attached to his first teacher, Rav Dovid 
Wesseley, the transfer to Rav Ungar was 
very difficult for him. For two years he 
studied alone without attending the 
Yeshiva in Tyrnau. Only after he realized 
Rav Ungar’s great humility and after he 
had heard the fervor with which he recited 
the Ahava Rabba (“Great Love”) tefilla, did 
Rav Weissmandl become attached to him. 
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From then on, he remained Rav Ungar’s 
faithful and devoted talmid until they were 
separated in the final expulsion of the Jews 
from Slovakia in 1944. 

While he was still a Yeshiva student, 
Rav Weissmandl had an outstanding 
knowledge of the very complicated laws of 
mikva’os (ritual baths which must be 
constructed according to exceedingly 
complex and rigorous rules) and of 
mathematical formulas required in order to 
build a mikve. In fact, he helped in 
planning the mikve that was part of the 
Tyrnau public baths complex. 

In 1931, Rav Ungar was invited to 
become Rav in Nitra and the young Rav 
Weissmandl tried to dissuade him from 
accepting the invitation on the grounds 
that Tyrnau was an ancient famous Jewish 
community. Rav Ungar, however, insisted 
on going to Nitra and articulated a strange 
feeling he had. “My heart tells me,” he said, 
“that there will come a time when there will 
not be a Yeshiva in any other place but 
Nitra and I want to be there.” When Rav 
Ungar moved to Nitra, his faithful student 
went with him. 

As a seventeen-year-old Yeshiva 
student, Rav Weissmandl published three 
short volumes of chiddushim (novellae) he 
had heard from his teacher. He did this on 
his own without obtaining Rav Ungar’s 
permission. When he realized that his 
teacher did not approve he canceled his 
plans to publish further volumes that he 
had prepared. 

For a number of years, Rav 
Weissmandl served as the Chazor Bochur 
in the Yeshiva and as the Gabbai 
decharifus (the student in charge of 
assigning students to lecture in-depth on 
Gemora every Shabbos) and in 1931 
published a volume of his research called 
Hilchos HaChodesh (the Laws of Fixing the 
New Moon). At times he worked on various 
inventions and intended to support himself 
from his inventions and be independent. 

Rav Weissmandl made several 
journeys to visit the great Torah sages in 
Poland and Lithuania. Among others, he 
visited the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rav 
Elchonon Wasserman, the Gerrer Rebbe, 
the Chofetz Chaim and Rav Chaim Ozer 
Grodzinsky. In Vilna, Rav Grodzinsky 
asked him, “Tell me, you come from a town 
near Pressburg, the city of the Chasam 
Sofer – do they still study Torah there as 
intensively as they did in the past?” 

Since Rav Weissmandl did not have 
sufficient money for a prolonged stay in 
one place, he bought a railway tourist ticket 
that allowed him to travel all through 
Poland. When the train arrived at a town, 
he would get off and visit the Jewish 
cemetery there or the Rabbonim and 
Rebbes in that town. At night he would 
continue his journey. 

Rav Weissmandl was an expert at 
deciphering ancient manuscripts and 
frequently compared them to printed 
versions. He traveled to Oxford, England, 
three times to continue his research at the 
famed Bodleian library collection of 
Hebrew manuscripts. On one occasion an 
ancient manuscript was brought to the 
library while he was there and the resident 
scholars identified its author mistakenly. 
Rav Weissmandl revealed the true author 
to the chief librarian and from then on he 
was treated with great regard. He was given 
the rare privilege of using the library’s 
facilities even when they were closed to the 
public. During his visits to Oxford, he 
recorded variant readings from the 
manuscripts as well as hundreds of 
unpublished Rabbinic responsa which he 
intended to publish. 

In Oxford, Rav Weissmandl became 
acquainted with a non-Jewish scholar who 
had a phenomenal knowledge of Talmud; 
he quoted entire tractates from memory. 
Rav Weissmandl was very impressed with 
his knowledge and memory but whenever 
he mentioned that scholar he used to say 
that his knowledge, although phenomenal, 
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was artificial because one must sense the 
spirituality and inner meaning of Torah. 

As a youth, Rav Weissmandl was an 
extremely diligent student and spent days 
and nights in study when he was preparing 
a new edition of Sefer Kikoyon DeYona, a 
Talmudic commentary which the Nitra 
students were accustomed to study. In 
those days he slept very little, and for 
months at a time he never undressed to go 
to bed. In less than a year he reviewed the 
fifteen masechtos (tractates) of the Talmud 
included in the above-mentioned sefer, 
which was ultimately printed by the 
governors of the Nitra Yeshiva with Rav 
Weissmandl’s notes and emendations. At 
the end of the volume, he added notes to 
Shulchon Aruch Even Ho’Ezer on the basis 
of a manuscript he had discovered in 
Oxford. Rav Weissmandl also wrote an 
introduction to the book, giving the 
biography of its author and directing some 
pointed remarks in elegant style to those 
who were likely to criticize the book. In free 
translation, this is what he wrote: 

It is a clear and indisputable 
truth that all possible excuses for 
mistakes – whether unintentional or 
deliberate – will be in vain. The 
supporter has no question while no 
answers will satisfy the critics. When a 
man wants to judge his fellow 
generously, he needs no aids and all the 
excuses in the world will not stop one 
who wants to do the opposite. 
Therefore, it is only logical and sensible 
not to vindicate oneself with pleas and 
supplications at the beginning of a book 
like a beggar, hat in hand … 

Many glosses…were overlooked, 
sometimes unwittingly and sometimes 
by forgetfulness or because of lack of 
time or space. Clearly, if the book had 
been printed without notes or glosses at 
all, as it was in previous editions, 
nobody would have objected. However, 
now that it has been printed with 
corrections – to whatever degree we 

have succeeded – some readers will 
defend our efforts while others will take 
offense. This is no novelty; it has always 
been so … 

This is what a publisher must tell 
every honest reader and he who thinks 
it in his heart must articulate it with his 
lips. Now, let all those who object rest 
easy, and let the critic not be consumed 
by bitterness. May he be blessed who 
accepts an honest answer and as for 
him who refuses to accept – let him be 
blessed too. 

On the 14th of Shevat, 5697 (1937), 
Rav Weissmandl married Berocha Rochel, 
the daughter of his teacher, Rav Shmuel 
Dovid Ungar. For the teno’im 
(engagement) party, which was held some 
time earlier, the chosson (bridegroom) had 
returned from England, where he had been 
pursuing his research in Oxford. At the 
celebration, he gave a brilliant lecture that 
lasted for two and a half hours. In his 
discourse, he discussed the legal aspects of 
sivlonos (gifts that a man gives his future 
bride). At the beginning of his talk, he 
recounted that in Oxford he had found 
manuscripts containing several problems 
on the subject raised by an ancient Torah 
sage, Rav Shimon Sharabi. Rav 
Weissmandl intended to resolve these 
questions. He proceeded to explain, on the 
basis of the manuscript sources he had 
discovered, the custom of the Jews of 
Oberland (Upper Hungary) not to commit 
the engagement conditions to writing. 

Rav Dovid Meisels of 
Satoraljuajhely, who was present at the 
celebration, was so impressed that he told 
the Yeshiva students who were there that if 
one of them could repeat the lecture, he 
would ordain him as a Rav on the spot. As 
a wedding gift, he granted the chosson 
Rabbinical ordination and enthusiastically 
praised his Torah knowledge. Rav Ungar, 
the father-in-law, said that he had nothing 
to add and limited himself to saying, “The 
chosson is pious through and through!” 
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Both before and after his marriage, 
Rav Weissmandl was very active on behalf 
of the Nitra Yeshiva, and in fact, he was 
Rav Ungar’s right-hand man. There were 
periods when he taught one of the classes 
in the Yeshiva. In 1936 he gave the “simple 
lessons” which at that time studied 
Maseches Shevi’is. This class was intended 
for rapid surface rather than in-depth study 
to give the students a wider knowledge of 
Gemora. Rav Weissmandl, however, taught 
it in great depth, citing dozens of external 
sources, including manuscripts he had 
found in Oxford. When he would finish a 
subject, he used to say, “Everything I have 
said is ancillary to the subject and I have 
not yet touched on the actual subject!” 

Even in his youth, Rav Weissmandl 
exhibited two clear character traits. On the 
one hand he was a serious, settled man and 
on the other he was capable of humor and 
gaiety. When he recited the kinos (dirges 
said on Tisha B’Av), or when he described 
the tortures of Gehinnom in his sermons, 
he would weep bitterly and his audience 
would join him in weeping. But on happy 
occasions and particularly on Purim he 
would climb on the table and entertain the 
company with barbed witticisms and jokes. 

He was a magnificent and 
persuasive orator. In the Nitra Yeshiva it 
was customary to hold a meeting of all Rav 
Ungar’s former and current students every 
five years. In one such gathering in the 
1930s, men who had studied with Rav 
Ungar when he was a Dayan (a Rabbinical 
judge) in Krompachy participated together 
with students from his days in Tyrnau and 
Nitra. This was a meeting of fathers and 
sons who had studied Torah at the same 
source. At these gatherings, Rav Ungar 
would address his students on matters of 
ethics and piety; the job of discussing the 
practical and financial situation of the 
Yeshiva was left to Rav Weissmandl. On 
this occasion too he did his job. He had 
been in Vienna prior to the meeting, so the 
governors of the Yeshiva sent him a 

message requesting him to return for the 
meeting and to prepare himself to tell the 
gathered students about the serious 
financial difficulties the Yeshiva was facing. 
When he began his presentation, he told 
his audience about the governors’ message 
to talk about the needs of the Yeshiva and 
added, “To what can this be compared? To 
a man with a toothache who people tell 
how to cry when the dentist hurts him! 
Does he need to prepare himself to cry? 
When it hurts, you cry! The Yeshiva has no 
funds. That hurts and that is why we are 
crying! There is no need to prepare yourself 
to cry – it comes naturally!” 

Rav Weissmandl often accompanied 
his father-in-law on his journeys, and in 
1935 they traveled to Eretz Yisrael. When 
he visited the Western Wall, he was 
overcome with religious fervor at the 
sanctity of the site and in a postcard to Rav 
Menachem Moshe Felsenburg he wrote: 
“Be blessed with a blessing from Tzion the 
Magnificent; from Tzion out of which goes 
forth the Torah and whose holy stones are 
better than all the innovations of the Jews 
in our sacred land.” 

When he returned from Eretz 
Yisrael, he gave a derasha in the shul of 
Zeirei Agudas Yisrael in Vienna, 
recounting what he had seen. With great 
emotion, he described Har HaZeisim 
(Mount of Olives) where the dead are 
buried facing east, because Moshiach will 
come from that direction. Rav Weissmandl 
also accompanied his father-in-law to the 
Knessia Gedola, the main convocation of 
the Agudas Yisrael world organization. 

Rav Weissmandl’s activities during 
the war constitute one of the most striking 
examples in Jewish history of total 
dedication and sacrifice in order to save 
Jews.  

In 1938, when Austria was 
conquered by Nazi Germany, the first 
victims were the Jews of Burgenland. They 
were stripped of everything they owned 
and expelled to Vienna, where they stayed 
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without any means of support. Rav 
Weissmandl risked his life to travel to 
Vienna to consult there with the 
community leaders to see what could be 
done to help the deportees. The Nazis then 
gathered approximately sixty Rabbonim, 
mostly from Burgenland, and put them on 
a ship that sailed toward Czechoslovakia. 
The ship was harried from port to port, 
because the Czechoslovakians refused them 
entry and the Austrians would not take 
them back. Rav Weissmandl flew to 
England, where he succeeded in being 
received by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
(the head of the Anglican Church) and by 
the Foreign Office. He explained the tragic 
situation, and as a result of his endeavors 
the Rabbonim were granted entry visas to 
England. 

After the Munich Agreement 
(September 30, 1938) and the Vienna 
Award (November 2, 1938), parts of 
Slovakia were annexed by Hungary and a 
considerable number of Jews there were 
ruled to be “stateless” and expelled by the 
Hungarians into the no-man’s-land 
between Slovakia and Hungary. In a 
telegram dated November 23, Rav 
Weissmandl turned to Samuel Hoare, the 
British foreign minister, and to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and begged them 
to intervene on behalf of the refugees. In 
the telegram which was sent from Nitra, he 
said: 

“In the last five days Hungarian 
authorities have expelled thousands of 
Jews with great cruelty, in rain and 
darkness, to the no-man’s-land along the 
Slovakian border. In our great trouble I 
beseech Your Excellency to intervene.” 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
passed the telegram on to the Foreign 
Office on the same day and added a note 
saying that he had met Rav Weissmandl 
and respected him – “He is worthy of 
credence.” On the following day, however, 
the Foreign Office rejected the plea. It 
advised that the telegram be ignored and 

not answered, since the subject was not 
included in the Munich agreements. 

At the beginning of the persecutions 
of the Jews in Slovakia, Rav Weissmandl 
planned the immigration of several 
hundred Jewish families to Canada, among 
them families from Nitra and Tyrnau, but 
the plan was never realized. Later, Jews 
from Nitra and Tyrnau were among the 
first to be sent to Auschwitz, where they 
were forced to work in the construction of 
the crematoria and deal with the bodies of 
the victims. Ultimately, they too were 
killed. When they arrived in Auschwitz, 
instead of Canada, the people of Nitra and 
Tyrnau made a gruesome joke, “Well, we’ve 
arrived in Canada.” 

In 1942–1944, Rav Weissmandl was 
active in the Hatzola (Rescue) Committee 
in Pressburg (Bratislava). The leadership of 
that committee included Rav Armin 
Frieder, Mrs. Gisi Fleischmann, Dr. Tibor 
Kov`acs, Ondrej Steiner, Dr. Oskar 
Neumann and others. 

In February 1942, a notice was 
issued calling on all Jews born between 
1897 and 1926 to register with the police in 
order to establish their “work capacity”. 
Recognizing this as a Nazi ruse, Rav 
Weissmandl advised the Yeshiva students 
not to register since it would then be easier 
for them to escape if necessary. He also 
called on all the Jews to prepare bunkers 
and hiding places to use, should the 
situation deteriorate. 

In March 1942, deportations started 
from Slovakia to the Lublin area in Poland; 
from there the deportees were later 
transferred to Auschwitz. After some 
58,000 Jews had been expelled, Rav 
Weissmandl succeeded, through a man 
named Karol Hochberg, in bribing the S.S. 
officer, Dieter Wisliceny, who was in charge 
of the expulsion of Slovakian Jews. For 
$50,000, the expulsions were halted for 
two years and in the meanwhile 
negotiations were underway to save 
European Jewry as a whole. This program 



21 � Toldos / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

was called the “Europe Plan”. 

In the course of his activities in the 
Hatzola Committee from 1942 to 1944, Rav 
Weissmandl continuously traveled back 
and forth between Nitra and Pressburg. 

Most of his week was spent in 
Pressburg doing committee work and only 
toward Shabbos did he return to his family 
in Nitra. When he came home, he would 
give Rav Ungar a detailed report of his 
week’s activities and consult with him as to 
his future rescue efforts. 

During one of his journeys in a 
railway train, a copy of the newspaper “The 
Neue Zuriche Zeitung” containing an 
account of the murder of tens of thousands 
of Jews in the Nazi gas chambers fell from 
his pocket. He was arrested and charged 
with propagating hostile literature against 
the Germans, but managed to gain his 
release through bribery. 

Rav Weissmandl’s arrest did not 
deter him from devoting himself to his 
stressful and dangerous rescue work. One 
day, because of the intensive tempo of his 
life, he suffered severe chest pains. The 
physician who examined him diagnosed a 
heart attack and ordered immediate 
hospitalization. He would have to rest for a 
prolonged period and cease all activities. 
However, two days later when he heard 
that a Jewish old-age home in one of the 
towns was in danger of liquidation, he 
immediately left his sickbed and traveled to 
the town to save those Jews from 
expulsion. 

Gradually, heart-breaking letters 
from the Jews who had been expelled to the 
Lublin area in Poland began to reach their 
relatives in Slovakia. In their letters, the 
deportees described the executions, 
sickness, cold and hunger which they 
suffered in their place of exile. They 
informed their relatives that for jewelry, 
clothing, and similar articles they could buy 
basic foodstuffs such as bread and potatoes 
from the native Polish population. Rav 

Weissmandl, together with other leaders of 
the Hatzola Committee, purchased various 
items of jewelry and transferred them by 
messengers – often German officers and 
soldiers – to the Lublin area. The deportees 
acknowledged receipt of the shipments and 
sent letters back to their relatives by the 
same messengers. This aid and the contacts 
they made gave the deportees the physical 
and psychological strength to bear – at 
least temporarily – the terrible suffering 
imposed on them, thereby saving them 
from immediate destruction. 

In 1943, one of the German 
messengers was arrested while he was in 
possession of a list which Rav Weissmandl 
had sent to the Lublin camp detailing how 
the shipment of jewelry should be 
distributed. As a result, Rav Weissmandl 
too was arrested and held for a lengthy 
interrogation by Kukula, an official of the 
Ministry of Finance. During that 
interrogation Rav Weissmandl told his 
interrogators everything that was 
happening to the deportees in the Lublin 
area; how old men, women and children 
were suffering and dying of cold and 
hunger. Rav Weissmandl explained that he 
had only wanted to aid these helpless 
deportees, and he argued that he had 
merely broken a minor law in order to help 
innocent people. When Kukula heard the 
description of the Jews’ suffering, even his 
stony heart melted and, with tears in his 
eyes, he sighed, “After all, I too have 
children.” In the meantime, Rav 
Weissmandl was still imprisoned, and he 
tried to find a way to let his colleagues on 
the Hatzola Committee know what he had 
admitted and revealed to his interrogators. 
He was afraid lest somebody else be 
arrested and wanted to avoid 
contradictions and discrepancies that 
might result from other interrogations.  

On Hoshana Rabba (the last of the 
intermediate days of Sukkos) he told his 
guards that he would not eat unless they 
allowed him to go to a sukka to recite 
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kiddush on wine. This was a ruse, since 
kiddush is not recited on that day. His wish 
was granted, and two guards took him to 
the sukka of one of Pressburg’s Jews. When 
it became known, many people came to the 
sukka and Rav Weissmandl, while 
pretending to recite the kiddush, gave his 
audience an account in Hebrew of what he 
had told his interrogators. After he was 
returned to prison, he had further 
conversations with Kukula who later 
permitted the Jews to send parcels to their 
coreligionists who had been deported to the 
Lublin area. Unfortunately, the 
arrangement did not last long, because the 
deportees were soon transferred to the 
death camps. 

In the fall of 1944 the Partisans’ 
Revolt erupted in Slovakia; as a result, the 
Germans decided to put an end to 
Slovakia’s Jews and the deportations were 
resumed. On the 19th of Elul 5704 
(September 7, 1944), a few days before the 
recitation of selichos (penitential prayers) 
in preparation for the Yomim Noro’im 
(High Holy Days), Rav Weissmandl, his 
wife and five children (four daughters and 
a son) were arrested in Nitra. Together 
with the rest of the Jews, the Weissmandl 
family was taken to a camp in Sered, 
Slovakia. From this camp, transports were 
sent to Auschwitz. In command of the 
expulsion of Slovakian Jewry was a cruel 
SS officer named Alois Brunner. Eichmann 
had prevented Dieter Wisliceny, who had 
previously been in command, from 
returning to Slovakia. 

The Hatzola Committee people were 
trying to find a way to return Rav 
Weissmandl to Pressburg, since they 
urgently needed his aid and advice in their 
work. The leaders of the Committee 
therefore informed the authorities at the 
Sered camp that they were required by the 
security services in Bratislava to prepare a 
special list of Jews and that without 
Weissmandl they could not do it. They 
requested that he be allowed to visit the 

capital if only for a short time and Rav 
Weissmandl received a “holiday” to go to 
Pressburg for one day. Because he did not 
return on time, Brunner called Rav 
Weissmandl’s brother-in-law, Rav Benzion 
Ungar, the Rav of Piest’any. He was 
interrogated about Rav Weissmandl’s 
activities and how he had disappeared. 
Later he was taken out and executed while 
wrapped in his tallis and reciting Shema 
Yisrael. 

At the end of September, Brunner 
demanded that a number of Jewish leaders 
from Pressburg be brought to Sered “in 
order to organize social work there”. For 
this purpose, he also demanded the 
immediate return of Rav Weissmandl. 
Actually Brunner wanted to get Rav 
Weissmandl out of Pressburg so that he 
would not be able to warn Pressburg Jewry 
that Brunner was planning their imminent 
expulsion and mass arrests. After Rav 
Weissmandl and several other leaders were 
transferred to Sered, some 1,800 Jews in 
Pressburg were arrested and sent to Sered. 

On his return to Sered, Rav 
Weissmandl took his life in his hands and 
opened negotiations with Brunner. He tried 
to persuade him that the war was nearly 
over and that Germany’s defeat was a 
foregone conclusion; he suggested that 
Brunner should start preparing his alibi by 
preventing the expulsion of Slovakia’s 
Jews. He also promised him that a great 
deal of money would be deposited in his 
name in a Swiss bank. The discussion often 
became heated and in his excitement Rav 
Weissmandl even pounded on the table. 
Finally, Brunner decided to send Rav 
Weissmandl and his family to Auschwitz. 
Before Rav Weissmandl was put on the 
train, Brunner had him photographed in 
twenty-two (!) different poses to ensure 
that should he escape he could be easily 
identified and recaptured. Brunner also 
sent special instructions how to treat him 
in Auschwitz. 

Before he got on the train to 
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Auschwitz, Rav Weissmandl advised a 
number of people to saw through the doors 
of the carriages and jump out; he even 
distributed small handsaws for this 
purpose. He himself took a saw with him, 
concealed in a loaf of bread. He was 
convinced that if he could only reach 
Pressburg, he would be able to alert world 
Jewry to the renewed danger in which 
Slovakian Jewry was now placed. His heart 
was torn between his love for his family 
and his responsibility to the Jewish people. 

After the train started its journey, 
Rav Weissmandl sawed through the lock of 
the carriage door in the middle of the night 
and jumped from the train with a troubled 
conscience. With great efforts, he 
succeeded in reaching a bunker in 
Pressburg where a number of Jews were 
hiding. When Brunner found out that Rav 
Weissmandl had not reached Auschwitz, he 
put a price on his head and began an 
intensive search for him. It did not take 
long for the news of his escape to reach the 
Jews in Sered and they were revitalized by 
the hope that he would do something for 
them. It was said that Rav Weissmandl 
wept day and night because he had not 
succeeded in saving the Jews and because 
his wife and children had stayed on the 
train to Auschwitz. 

Within a short time, Rav 
Weissmandl made contact with Jews in 
other bunkers in Bratislava, who were 
suffering from a chronic lack of money. Rav 
Yaakov Ungar, Rav Weissmandl’s brother-
in-law, was hiding in a bunker in Nitra 
together with other Jews and was making 
great efforts to contact Rav Weissmandl. 
They published a classified ad in a 
Slovakian newspaper in Pressburg that “the 
Rabinger family was seeking Michoel 
Medved (Rabinger – “the Rav” and 
Medved means “bear” – Dov – in 
Slovakian); a post office box number was 
given. The response was not long in 
coming. Rav Weissmandl made contact 
with the group, and by a special messenger, 

he sent them money, wine, matzos and 
raisins for Pesach. 

A Jew named Funk, who had been 
an officer in World War I, came to Rav 
Weissmandl’s aid while he was in the 
bunker. Funk disguised himself as a non-
Jew and, with forged identity papers, 
roamed the streets of Pressburg freely. He 
dealt in foreign currency and had good 
contacts with various Germans and foreign 
diplomats. Funk used to visit the bunker 
and served as its contact with the outside 
world. As a result of Dr. Rudolph Kastner’s 
negotiations with the Germans, they agreed 
that the occupants of the bunker be 
transferred to Switzerland in a truck. The 
vehicle traveled from Slovakia to Austria 
and collected a number of Jews from 
various camps and also the wife and family 
of Rav Yitzchok Ze’ev Meir from a camp 
near Vienna. Four days before Pressburg 
was liberated by the Russians, the truck left 
for Switzerland and arrived safely. 

After his arrival in Switzerland, Rav 
Weissmandl suffered a massive heart 
attack and spent considerable time in the 
hospital. The terrors of the war and his 
deep despondency sapped both his physical 
and spiritual strength. 

In the meantime, a few members of 
his family and some friends and students 
had returned to Nitra. They included his 
brother-in-law, Rav Sholom Moshe Ungar, 
Rav Yitzchok Ze’ev Meir and Rav Yona 
Forst. These three made contact with Rav 
Weissmandl and asked his advice regarding 
their own future and that of the Yeshiva. 
His advice was to renew studies in the 
Yeshiva and he promised to find the funds 
for its maintenance. 

Among the many friends who visited 
Rav Weissmandl in Switzerland was a 
former Nitra Yeshiva student, Rav Reuven 
Monheit, who was an officer in the French 
army. Rav Weissmandl asked him to use 
his position and authority to seek out Nitra 
students who had survived and to help as 
many Jewish survivors as he could. 
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Monheit applied to the French War 
Ministry for permission to undertake this 
mission and was granted his request. He 
then devoted his energies to the 
rehabilitation of the survivors. 

In 1946, Rav Weissmandl left 
Switzerland for America. With the help of 
his friends and former students, he 
succeeded in renting a building in the 
vacation town of Somerville, New Jersey, 
with the intention of starting a Yeshiva 
there. After completing the transaction, he 
returned to Carlsbad in Slovakia to meet 
the Yeshiva students. He stayed with them 
during the selichos period and Rosh 
HaShana. Rav Weissmandl had been 
accustomed to fast during the selichos 
period and the Aseres Yemei Teshuva (Ten 
Days of Penitence between Rosh HaShana 
and Yom Kippur) but, because of his 
weakened physical condition as a result of 
his heart attack, he had to forego that act of 
piety and ask that the vow implied in his 
fasting in previous years be absolved. 

After Rosh HaShana the Yeshiva, 
led by Rav Weissmandl, left for Paris by 
way of Germany. As they passed through 
Nuremberg, the news that several Nazi war 
criminals had been hanged reached the 
travelers and for the rest of the journey, 
which took seven or eight hours, Rav 
Weissmandl talked about the war to his 
traveling companions. Just before Yom 
Kippur, the party reached Versailles, on the 
outskirts of Paris, and lodged in one of the 
local hotels. Immediately after that holy 
day, Rav Weissmandl returned to America 
to continue preparations for the reception 
of the Yeshiva students. In December 1946 
the students left Cherbourg by sea; when 
they arrived in America they went to 
Somerville immediately. 

The young men began their studies 
at once. Rav Weissmandl was in very low 
spirits; he used to roam through the rooms 
of the Yeshiva as though in mourning with 
tears in his eyes. Fearful sighs would 
frequently escape him. In a letter he wrote 

to a student in 1950 he related: “There were 
days and years when in the suffering of my 
soul I prayed to Hashem, as Yona the 
prophet had done in Nineveh, saying, ‘And 
now, O L-rd, take my soul, for it is better 
for me to die than to live.’” At the end of 
every Talmudic lecture Rav Weissmandl 
spoke to his students about ethics and piety 
and made reference to the terrible calamity 
that had befallen the Jewish people. Rav 
Weissmandl relived the Holocaust in his 
heart continuously, wherever he was. 

On Purim 1947, he tried to fulfill the 
Rabbinic dictum that “a man must drink 
(wine in order to be happy) on Purim”. He 
stayed with the students six hours. At first 
he talked to them about the laws and 
significance of Purim and then turned to 
each one of them individually and 
reminded him of his parents and family 
who had not survived. He made personal 
references to each of the young men and 
begged them to continue the traditions of 
their fathers and thus perpetuate their 
memory. 

Rav Weissmandl spent the Seder 
night of Pesach alone; he was too troubled 
and pained to be able to sit with the rest of 
the Yeshiva. He sat alone in an upper room 
while the Yeshiva students celebrated the 
Pesach Seder below. Occasionally, they 
could hear him weeping. 

After Pesach, the Rebbe of Satmar 
was invited to the Yeshiva to give regular 
classes for seven weeks until after Shavuos. 
Rav Weissmandl spent a great deal of time 
with the Rebbe, discussing scholarly 
subjects and talking about the war and its 
terrible suffering. These conversations had 
a calming effect on Rav Weissmandl; his 
pain became more internalized and he 
showed it less outwardly. 

In the course of time, Rav 
Weissmandl remarried. His second wife 
was Leah Teitelbaum of Beregszasz 
(Berehovo) who was the sister-in-law of 
Rav Sholom Ungar. Only some ten persons, 
of whom most were Rebbes or Rabbonim, 
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were invited to the wedding. 

Rav Weissmandl realized that in 
Somerville the Yeshiva had little 
opportunity to expand, so he began to look 
for a new location. A suitable site was 
found in Mount Kisco, but the huge sum of 
money needed for the purchase was not 
available. After great efforts, Rav 
Weissmandl succeeded in raising the 
necessary funds, and the new campus was 
acquired. A new rural Jewish township was 
created around the Yeshiva and then, after 
all the intensive activity invested in the 
project, the local authorities wanted to 
confiscate the entire property because the 
taxes on it had not been paid on time. It 
was only after a prolonged legal struggle 
that this threat was removed. 

In addition to managing the 
Yeshiva, which he did for the rest of his life, 
Rav Weissmandl worked tirelessly at 
gathering documentation on the Holocaust. 
He accused the Jewish Agency, the Joint 
Distribution Committee and the World 
Jewish Congress of ignoring the appeals he 
had made during the Holocaust for the 
financial help with which he could have 
saved a great number of Jews. 

When the State of Israel was 
established in 1948, he traveled to 
Washington frequently to express his 
opposition to it. He even published a 
pamphlet setting out his views on the 
subject. 

For the latter part of his life, Rav 
Weissmandl suffered from chronic heart 
disease and spent long periods in the 
hospital. As soon as he recovered from a 
bout of illness, he returned to work 
immediately. He was incapable of resting. 

In the winter of 1957, he was 

stricken by an extremely severe heart 
attack and was hospitalized for several 
weeks. After his release, he found it very 
difficult to travel to the Yeshiva’s New York 
office because of his physical weakness; 
nevertheless, he did attend the Melave 
Malka banquet held to raise funds for the 
Yeshiva. The first sentence of his speech on 
that occasion electrified the assembled 
guests, for he opened his remarks with a 
citation, “The Rock Whose work is perfect’ 
– the first verse of the funeral service! 

A few days after the banquet, he was 
back in the hospital and his condition 
deteriorated steadily. Even in the hospital, 
however, he did not desert his 
responsibilities to the Yeshiva and on the 
very day he died he sent a congratulatory 
telegram to one of his students who was 
marrying that day. In the telegram he 
wrote: “From the straits I call out Mazel 
Tov!”  

On Friday, the 6th of Kislev, 5717 
(1957), he asked his visitors to leave his 
hospital room because he felt weak. One of 
his pupils noticed that he had reached out 
and taken hold of a book, Rabbeinu 
Bachya’s commentary on the Torah. He 
spent his last moments on earth reading 
the book he had bought with the money his 
grandfather had given him for his bar 
mitzva. Holding the book he loved so 
much, he returned his soul to his Maker. 

www.weissmandl.org/TheUnheededCry/UnheededCryText.htm 

 

[It was well known that Rav 
Weissmandl was a superb genius. He 
composed numerous Bible codes without 
the use of computers.] 
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RRRRav av av av Yechezkel Shraga LipshitzYechezkel Shraga LipshitzYechezkel Shraga LipshitzYechezkel Shraga Lipshitz----HalberstamHalberstamHalberstamHalberstam, , , , 6666thththth    of of of of KislevKislevKislevKislev    
Stropkover Rebbe, mechaber of Divrei Yechezkel Shraga 

Rav Yechezkel Shraga was the son of 
Rav Yissochor Dov Lipshitz of Ungvar, a 
direct descendant of the Aryeh D’bei Ilayi. 
He was born on the 4th of Nissan 
5668/1908 in Stropkov, Czechoslovakia. 

While still a child he lost his mother, 
and was raised by her father, Rav Avrohom 
Sholom Halberstam of Stropkov. Later, Rav 
Yechezkel Shraga would adopt his 
grandfather’s surname. 

During World War II, Rav Yechezkel 
Shraga and his family were sent to 
Auschwitz. 

Despite his indescribable suffering 
and anguish during those tragic years, 
including the loss of his wife and children, 
Hy”d, his dedication to Hashem and His 
Torah was prodigious. 

A miracle that occurred on the first 
day that he arrived at Auschwitz prompted 
his self-imposed obligation to build a 
mikve in the future. He was standing in 
line, waiting to be examined by the ruthless 
butcher Dr. Mengele. An SS officer 
appeared and asked the new arrivals if any 
of them had any expertise in construction, 
plumbing or electrical work. Obviously, 
whoever could convince the Nazis that he 
was a skilled craftsman would buy time for 
his life. 

Determined to stay alive as long as 
possible, Rav Yechezkel Shraga decided to 
claim that he had achieved proficiency in 
construction. He convinced a young man 
standing next to him, who was actually a 
skilled construction worker, to teach him 
any simple concept concerning 
construction. The man was happy to oblige, 
teaching Rav Yechezkel Shraga the basics 

of constructing a 90-degree angle. 

In a clear sign of hashgocha protis 
(Divine Providence), the SS officer posed 
that very question to Rav Yechezkel Shraga. 
The ruse worked, and the officer assigned 
him to a work brigade. He believed Rav 
Yechezkel Shraga to the extent that he 
rebuked the other members of the group, 
saying, “This Jew is the only honest 
member of the group. He is an experienced 
craftsman.” 

At that very moment Rav Yechezkel 
Shraga made a promise that if he were to 
survive, he would employ his “professional 
construction skills” to construct a mikve. 

In 5709/1949, Rav Yechezkel Shraga 
arrived in Eretz Yisrael, settling 
temporarily in Ramleh, a city not known 
for a large observant population. Rav 
Yechezkel Shraga’s warm personality and 
keen mind served as a magnet for those 
who were alienated from Torah. There he 
fulfilled his promise to build a mikve. 

In 5713/1953, Rav Yechezkel Shraga 
moved to Yerushalayim, where he founded 
a Bais Medrash and also served as a 
Dayan. 

Following the petira of his uncle, 
Rav Menachem Mendel of Stropkov, on the 
6th of Iyar 5704/1954, Rav Yechezkel 
Shraga became Stropkover Rebbe. 

He wrote many seforim on a wide 
array of topics, all under the title Divrei 
Yechezkel Shraga. 

Rav Yechezkel Shraga was niftar on 
the 6th of Kislev 5755/1994, at age eighty-
six. 

Zechuso yogein oleinu. 
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Rav Aharon ben Kalanymous Kalman Epstein of CracowRav Aharon ben Kalanymous Kalman Epstein of CracowRav Aharon ben Kalanymous Kalman Epstein of CracowRav Aharon ben Kalanymous Kalman Epstein of Cracow, , , , 7777thththth    of of of of KisleivKisleivKisleivKisleiv        
Son of the Maor VaShemesh 

False Rebbes 

Rav Aharon was known as a man of 
truth, an ish emes who could not stand lies, 
falsehood and false pride or arrogance of 
any kind. He was known not to hold back 
his opinion, and when confronted with 
sheker, he would not save face for anyone. 

Once a supposed Rebbe bragged to 
Rav Aharon about how his Chassidim 
relied on him. “What shall I do?” his tongue 
dripped false modesty. “One Chassid asks 
me to bless him with rain for his crops, 
while another asks me to daven for hot sun 
to dry his wares for sale at the market. 
Since these requests are at odds with each 
other, I don’t know what to do,” he 
concluded, placing his quandary before Rav 
Aharon. 

Rav Aharon, who could not stand 
such false modesty, answered back with his 
barbed tongue, “You have nothing at all to 
worry about, since your blessings do not 
matter and won’t make any difference at 
all! Just bless them both with what they ask 
for and Hashem will do what He wishes 
anyway!” (In the name of Rav Bentzion of 

Bobow Hy”d, Yad Maor VaShemesh p. 
386) 

Reviving the Dead or Killing the 
Living 

Rav Aharon of Cracow was once 
present together with several other 
Tzaddikim. One of the Rebbes was handing 
out snuff and the Rebbes were passing the 
snuffbox around, each taking a pinch of 
snuff. Just then, an ordinary Jew, not 
known as a Tzaddik or Rebbe, also took a 
pinch. The owner of the snuffbox turned to 
this Jew and said with disdain and 
unmasked contempt, “What – you also 
took?”  

Immediately, the Jew fell stricken to 
the ground. Rav Aharon got very upset, and 
said in scorn and mockery, “Fartzeitishe 
Rebbes huben mechaya meisim gevayn, 
uhn heint vil men harginen?! – The Rebbes 
of yesteryear would revive the dead and 
today’s want to kill them instead?!” The 
Rebbe in question responded, “No, no 
chalila,” and as soon as he said this, the 
other Jew got up, revived and unharmed. 
(Siach Zekeinim III p. 268) 

 

Rav Aharon of CzernobylRav Aharon of CzernobylRav Aharon of CzernobylRav Aharon of Czernobyl, 8, 8, 8, 8thththth    of Kislevof Kislevof Kislevof Kislev 
The Holiness 

Rav Yaakov Yosef of Skver used to 
relate how, when Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz 
would speak about the Tzaddik, Rav 
Aharon of Czernobyl, he was seized with 
such awe that he would shake and tremble. 
He would become covered in goosebumps 
and they had to dress him in a warm fur 
coat because his teeth rattled and his limbs 
shook! 

Rav Yissochor Dov would then relate 
how Rav Aharon would awaken early and 
recite the Birkas HaShachar with such 
intensity that all present could see the 

Shechina descend upon him! He also told 
how, as Shabbos Kodesh approached, Rav 
Aharon’s eyes would shine and glow with 
the kedusha of Shabbos! (Admorei Belz 
volume III p. 27–28) 

Hiskashrus 

Once, a yungerman approached Rav 
Aharon of Czernobyl and expressed his 
wish to become miskasher – to attach 
himself in the bonds of Chassid and Rebbe 
with the Tzaddik. When Rav Aharon heard 
this he turned to the Chassid and said, 
“You want to be tied to me? Let me explain 
to you what hiskashrus means. When 
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Moshiach comes the Rebbe needs to tie a 
big, fat gartel around his waist (
wear the gartel during tefilla
appearing before someone as a sign of 
respect). The Rebbe will be first in line in 


I heard this wonderful word from 

When we encounter pressure

Pressure in Hebrew is 

If we remember to surround ourselves with Hashem 

Hashem’s salvation, then when you add 

 then you turn the pressure into – לחצ

  נפש יקרה ועדינה 
  ובעלת מדות טובות

   ד"ה הי

  ע מבריד"
  גאלדענבערג

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of time 
define her life. Although she lost most of her family 
Hashem gave her an amazing life. She had a unique knack of making 
everyone who encountered her feel like they were the most important 
loved person. Her inimitable smile never left her face. 

She transmitted a strong value system stressing 
and Tzaddikim. Her love for stories of 
conveyed that chizuk
life, there wasn’t one person who had an untoward word or adverse 
feelings about her. She loved her family deeply and im
Hashem console her family and may she be a constant 

 בדר	 המסורה 
 , לכל משפחתה
 נקיה וטהורה 
( 

 

  )ערב חנוכה

תמלי" טוב בעד משפחתה היקרה 
'ה'ב'
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needs to tie a 
around his waist (Chassidim 

tefilla and 
appearing before someone as a sign of 

will be first in line in 

the procession to greet 
whoever is mekushar – 
the Rebbe – will have to hold on tight to the 
gartel and approach, walking together with 
him!” (Otzar Yisrael p. 80:7)


I heard this wonderful word from Reb Yisroel Meir Zaks from Eretz Yisroel

encounter pressure in our lives we have to remember

Pressure in Hebrew is "(צלח) – לח 

If we remember to surround ourselves with Hashem – ה'  and we truly believe in 

Hashem’s salvation, then when you add ה'  (Hashem – ה' ) in front and in the end of 

then you turn the pressure into הצלחה, Hatzlacha (Success)
 
 

 
נפש יקרה ועדינה ,  אמנו החשובהלזכר נשמת 

ובעלת מדות טובות' אשה יראת ה
  ל''ז זיסלמרת  

ה הי"ע �"מאיר זאב הכה� כה "ה מו"בת הרה
  א"יעמעיר נירעדהאז 

"ק רבי אהר� צבי טערקלטויב זי"ונכדת הרה
גאלדענבערג ה"ע אברה� חיי�ה "ח מו"אשת הרה

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of time 
define her life. Although she lost most of her family - she claimed that 

gave her an amazing life. She had a unique knack of making 
everyone who encountered her feel like they were the most important 
loved person. Her inimitable smile never left her face.  

She transmitted a strong value system stressing Emunas Hashem 
. Her love for stories of tzaddikim gave her chiyus and she 
chizuk to anyone who met her. In her eighty-nine years of 

life, there wasn’t one person who had an untoward word or adverse 
feelings about her. She loved her family deeply and immensely. May 

console her family and may she be a constant melitza yeshura

בדר	 המסורה ) מתו	 אמונה טהורה(
לכל משפחתה )והתנהגה כאשה כשרה(

נקיה וטהורה � היא הודה היא הדרה 
)וקיבלה הגזירה(היוצר וצר צורה 

  ט בת תשעי� שנה"נפטרה בש

ערב חנוכה( כסלולחודש  ד"כביו� 
ק "לפ ח"תשעשנת    

 תמלי" טוב בעד משפחתה היקרה 
'צ'נ'תותקי� לתחיה לק" הימי� מהרה  

the procession to greet Moshiach and 
 tied or bound to 

will have to hold on tight to the 
and approach, walking together with 

p. 80:7) 

from Eretz Yisroel 

remember the following: 

and we truly believe in 

) in front and in the end of 

, Hatzlacha (Success) 

She was a Holocaust survivor who never let that period of time 
she claimed that 

gave her an amazing life. She had a unique knack of making 
everyone who encountered her feel like they were the most important 

Emunas Hashem 
and she 

nine years of 
life, there wasn’t one person who had an untoward word or adverse 

mensely. May 
melitza yeshura, אמ�. 
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)'כ' כז(אלקי� לפני ' כי הקרה ה  

For Hashem your G-d caused it to happen before me (27:20) 

This, Yaakov Avinu responded to his father's question how he had been able to 

hunt and prepare the animals into a meal so quickly. The Zera Shimshon asks - why 

did Yaakov Avinu say 'your G-d' to his father Yitzchak? He could have simply said 

"For Hashem, G-d, caused it to happen etc." without specifying that Hashem is Yitzchak 

Avinu's G-d? 

The Zera Shimshon explains that Yaakov Avinu used this terminology to 

explain to Yitzchak Avinu why he was allowed to eat from this meal. According to 

Yaakov Avinu, the animals practically appeared before him. This would be classified 

as a miracle and Yaakov Avinu was afraid that perhaps Yitzchak Avinu would not 

want to benefit from the outcome of miracles. (See Ta'anis 24a where Elazar Ish 

Birta's storehouse miraculously turned and small quantity of wheat into a 

tremendous amount and he refrained from benefitting from them. Rashi explains 

that he did not want to profit from miracles.) If Yitzchak Avinu would refrain from 

eating from what Yaakov Avinu served him due to not wanting to benefit from 

miracles, Yaakov Avinu would lose his opportunity to receive the blessings. 

For this reason he said, "For Hashem, your G-d, caused it to happen etc.". This 

changes things because Yitzchak Avinu had a special status. This we find when 

Hashem appeared to Yaakov Avinu and said (28:13), "I am Hashem the G-d of your 

father Yitzchak". Rashi explains that although we do not find that Hashem associates 

His name with the living lest they stray away from Him later on in life, Yitzchak 

Avinu was different. This is because he was blind and confined to his house. He was 

therefore like one who is dead that is free of the Yetzer Hara. As a result there was 

no concern of him sinning and Hashem was already able to associate His name with 

Yitzchak while he was still alive. 

This being the case, he should be able to benefit from miracles since he is not 

like a regular person living defined by Olam Haze. For this reason, Yaakov Avinu 

stressed the words 'your G-d' to emphasize this that you, Yitzchak, can benefit from 

this meal, even though it is the result of a miracle, being that Hashem doesn't 

considered you bound to the physical rules of Olam Haze, proven by the fact that 

Hashem has already associated His name with you. 

 

Based on the simple interpretation of this passuk, the Zera Shimshon points out 

a lesson in Mussar from the way Yaakov Avinu spoke. Although Yaakov Avinu had 

to tell his father that Hashem caused these animals to happen before him to explain 

why he had been able to be back so fast, why was this not considered a lie? Yaakov 

Avinu had simply taken two animals from his mother's pen, Hashem hadn't made 

anything 'happen before him'? 

The Zera Shimshon says that we learn from here that even when something is 

as simple as taking something that is already in the pen and seems to be yours, one 

has to realize that this too, Hashem caused to happen. 

ניני�לזכות חיי� דוד ב� טויבא חוה להצלחה וסייעתא דשמיא בכל מעשה ידיו ובכל הע  
א יעמוד לזיווג הגו� בקרוב עבור שושנה נחמה בת חנה פעסא ולרפואה שלימה ליוכבד בת דבורה ולכל משפחתה "זכות רבינו זיע

ה משאלות לב� לטובה במהרה"שימלא הקב  

בתו� שאר ישראל ולזכות רבקה רויזא בת פייגא לזיווג הגו� בקרוב  
א"בקרוב בזכות רבינו זיעלזכות החפ� בעילו� שמו לזווג בניו ובנותיו   

 

ZeraZeraZeraZera    

ShimshonShimshonShimshonShimshon 

 

Toldos 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 זרע של קיימא
 שרה חנה בת לאה
 שרה בת מרי�
 פעצלא בת יפה
 לרפואה שלימה

 תינוקת מרי� בת אפרת
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל
 לאה בת שרה חנה
 לאה בת מרי�
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